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ZIbe    Charters 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


XVI. 
2    RICHARD    III,1    1484. 


RICARDUS  dei  gratla  Rex  Angliae  et  Franci"e  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salutem. 
Inspeximus  cartam  domini  EflTvardl  nup"  regis  Angliae,  fratris 
nostri  factam  in  haec  verba  : 

[Here  follow  Charter  XIII,  1  Edward  IV,  Vol.  I,  p.  98, 
and  Charter  XV,  20  Edward  IV,  Vol.  I,  p.  122.] 

Nos  autem  cartas  predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem 
contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus 
nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  acceptamus,  approbamus  ac  nunc 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  predicfe  villae  Suthampton  et 
successoribus  suis  tenore  presentium  ratificamus  et  confirmamus 
prout  cartae  supradictae  rationabiliter  testantur.  In  cuius  rei 
testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste 
me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterium  decimo  die  Decembris,  anno 
regni  nostri  secundo. 


1  There  are  several  interesting  variations  in  the  reading  of  this  charter,  probably  due  to  the  care- 
lessness of  the  scribe,  e.g.,  in  Vol.  I,  p.  16,  cives  Wynton  becomes  Comes  Wynton;  Lezignan  becomes 
Lezinnan  ;  Walkelino  de  Beern  becomes  Walkelimo  de  Ardern  ;  Earth  le  Bigoti  becomes  Barto 
de  Bygot;  S.  Cantuar  becomes  W.  Cantuar  (•».  note,  Vol.  I,  p.  17);  A.  Wynton  becomes  Johe 
Wynton.  And  on  p.  18,  S.  Cantuar  Is  again  repeated  as  W.  Cantuar. 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


[TRANSLATION.] 


Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  the  present  letters  shall 
come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  charter  of  Lord  Edward, 
late  King  of  England,  our  brother,  written  in  these  words  : 

[Here  follow  Charter  XIII,  1  Edward  IV,  Vol.  I,  p.  99, 
and  Charter  XV,  20  Edward  IV,  Vol.  I,  p.  123.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  all  and  singular  contained  in 
the  same,  and  willingly  for  us  and  our  heirs,  as  far  as  in  us 
lies,  do  accept  and  approve  them,  and  we  grant  and  confirm 
them  to  the  burgesses  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  and 
to  their  successors  by  tenor  of  these  presents  as  the  aforesaid 
charters  reasonably  testify.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have 
caused  these  our  letters  patent  to  be  granted.  •  Witness  my  hand 
at  Westminster,  on  the  loth  day  of  December,  in  the  second 
year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1484.] 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


XVII. 
2    HENRY    YIII,    1810. 


HENRICUS    dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciue  et  Dominus 

Hiberniae,    omnibus    ad     quos    presentes    litterae    pervenerint, 

salutem.     Inspeximus  litteras  patentes  precarissimi   patris  nostri 

Charter  of     bonae  memoriae  domini   Henncl  nuper  Regis  Angliae   septimi  de 

Henry  Yll.    confirmacione  factas  in  haec  verba.     HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex 

Angli!le   et    Franciae   et  Dominus   Hiberniae,   omnibus  ad  quos 

presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salutem.     Inspeximus 

[All  the  previous  charters  are  here  recited.] 

Nos  autem  cartas  predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem 
contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus 
nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  acceptamus,  approbamus  ac  nunc 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  predictae  villae  Suthampton  et 
successoribus  suis  tenore  presentium  ratificamus  et  confirmam118 
prout  cartae  supradictae  rationabiliter  testantur.  In  cuius  rei 
testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me 
ipso  apud  Westmonasteriurn  vicesimo  octavo  die  Novembris, 

End  of          anno  regni  nostri  quarto.     Nos  autem  cartas  et  litteras  predictas 

Henry  YIIs  n 

Charter.        ac  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem  contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata 

ea  pro  nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  accept- 
amus et  approbamus  ac  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
predictae  villae  Suthampton  et  successoribus  suis  tenore  presen- 
tium ratificamus  et  confirmamus  prout  cartae  et  litterae  predictae 
rationabiliter  testantur.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras 
nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonas- 
terum  sccundo  die  Octobris,  anno  regni  nostri  secundo. 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France  and 
I  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

We  have  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  confirmation  of  our 
beloved  father  of  good  memory,  the  Lord  Henry  VII,  late  King  of 
England,  in  these  words :  Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
of  England  and  France  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom 
these  presents  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected,  etc. 

[All  the  previous  charters  are  here  recited .] 

(We,  however,  having  ratified  the  aforesaid  charters,  and  all 
and  singular  contained  in  them  and  willingly  for  us  and  our 
heirs,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  accept  and  approve  them,  and  we  ratify 
and  confirm  them  to  the  present  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  and  to  their  successors, 
by  tenor  of  these  presents,  as  the  aforesaid  charters  reasonably 
testify.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters 
patent  to  be  granted.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  on 
the  28th  day  of  November,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign. 
[A.D.  1489.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  aforesaid  charters  and  letters 
patent  and  all  and  singular  contained  in  them,  and  for  us  and 
our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  accept  and  approve  them,  and  we 
ratify  and  confirm  them  to  the  present  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  and  to  their 
successors,  by  tenor  of  these  presents,  as  the  aforesaid  charters 
and  letters  reasonably  testify.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have 
caused  these  our  letters  patent  to  be  granted.  Witness  my  hand 
at  Westminster,  on  the  2nd  day  of  October,  in  the  second  year 
of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1510.] 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


XVIII. 
2    HENRY    YIII,1    1811. 


HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angllae,  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  omuibus  ad  quos  presentes  rtter°e  pervenerint,  salutem. 
Monstrarunt  nobis  dilecti  subditi  nostri  maior,  ballivi,  burgenses 
et  comitas  villae  nostrae  Suthampton  qnod  cum  muri  eiusdem  villae 
(per)  continues  fluxus,  alleviones,  impetus  maris  supra  eosdem 
muros  vebementius  inundant1"'  et  ob  sestu"1  reparationem  eorundem 
diutius  stare  negaverint  sed  infra  breve  ad  terram  prosterni  cogentur 
nisi  remediu"1  citius  in  hac  parte  provisum  fucrit,  ipsique  maior, 
ballivi,  burgenses  et  comitas  in  solutione  foed1  firmae  villae 
predlctae  nobis  annuatim  solvend8  et  aliis  om"ibus  quotidie  incum- 
bent""1* adeo  graviter  onerati  existunt  qll°d  ad  muros  predictos 
reparandos  necnon  ad  soluc1oues  foed1  nrmae  predictae  nob18  annu- 
atim solvendas  et  ad  alia  onera  d'ctae  villae  necessaria  facienda 
et  supportanda  minime  sufficiunt,  unde  nobls  humilHme  suppli- 
carunt  ut  eis  gr:U1am  nostram  impertiri  velim.  Sciatis  qll°d  nos 
debilitati  et  depauperac;one  villae  nostrae  prcdictae  compatientes 
premissorum  considerafoue  volentesque  pro  relevatione  eiusdem 
providere  de  grnt1a  nostra  speciali  concessim11"  ac  per  presentes  con- 
cedimus  et  licentiam  damus  prefatis  maiori,  ballivis,  burgensibns 
et  co"'itati  villae  nostr"e  predictae  qui  nunc  sunt  et  qui  pro  tempore 
erunt  quibuscumque  nolumibus  incorporati  sive  nuncupati  exis- 
tunt sive  censeat111"  quod  ipsi  per  se,  attorn11"1  sive  deputatos  suos 
indigen0*  vel  alienigenos  quoscumque  aut  eorum  aliquem  centum 
saccos2  lanae  vel  infra  crescenciu™  cuiuscumque  comltatis  regni 
n"stri  Angliil°  errfe,  et  providere  ac  clattare,3  berdare,4  mundare 
et  eosdem  centum  saccos  lanae  vel  infra  in  portu  pred'°to  vill"e 
predlpt!ie  quibuscumque  galeis,  carracis,5  navibus  vel  vasis  aut  in 
quacumque  Galea,  carraca,  navi  vel  vase  una  vice  vel  diversis 


1  During  the  first  half  of  this  reign  the  townsmen  bitterly  complained  of  the  falling  off  of  trade. 
The  Bishop  of  Winchester,  who  was  also  Earl  of  Southampton,  In  writing  to  Wolsey,  speaks  of  the 
hopes  entertained  by  the  townsmen  that  he  would  be  able  to  resuscitate  the  trade.    (Davies1  Hist,  of 
Southampton,  p.  256). 

2  The  sack  of  wool  generally  contained  fifty-two  clove  of  7  Ib.  or  26  stone  of  14  Ib     Oil  the  Basing- 
*toko  estate  wool  was  measured  by  the  nail,  the  weight  of  which  seems  to  be  Identical  with  that  of 
the  clove.    (Hitt.  of  Apric.,  by  Thorold  Rogers,  Vol.  II,  p.  337.) 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  France  and 
Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 
Our  beloved  subjects  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  county 
of  our  town  of  Southampton  have  shown  us  that  whereas  the 
walls  of  the  same  town  are  severely  inundated  by  the  continual 
rising  and  falling  of  the  sea  upon  the  same  walls,  and  whereas 
they  say  that  on  account  of  the  tide  the  good  repair  of  the  same 
can  no  longer  exist,  but  that  within  a  short  time  they  will  be 
forced  to  be  levelled  to  the  ground  unless  some  remedy  shall 
herewith  be  provided,  and  whereas  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs, 
burgesses  and  county  are  so  heavily  burdened  by  the  payment 
of  the  fee  farm  of  the  aforesaid  town  to  be  rendered  to  us 
annually  and  by  all  the  other  charges  daily  incumbent  upon 
them,  whereas  for  the  repairing  of  the  aforesaid  walls,  also  for 
the  payment  of  the  fee  farm  aforesaid  to  be  rendered  to  us 
annually,  and  for  all  the  other  necessary  burdens  of  the  said 
town  to  be  made  and  supported  they  have  very  little  means, 
wherefore  they  have  humbly  begged  us  that  I  should  grant  them 
our  favour.  Know  ye  that  we,  feeling  compassion  for  the  weak- 
ness and  poverty  of  our  aforesaid  town,  on  consideration  of  the 
premisses  and  being  willing  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  same, 
of  our  special  grace  we  have  granted  and  by  these  presents  we 
do  grant  and  give  permission  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs, 
burgesses  and  county  of  our  town  aforesaid  at  present  and  in  the 
future  by  whatsoever  names  incorporated  or  named,  that  they  of 
themselves,  their  attorney  or  their  deputies,  native  or  foreign 
whatsoever,  or  any  of  them  may  and  can  legally  and  with 
impunity,  without  any  forfeit  to  us  herein,  buy  and  provide  and 
clat,  beard  and  clean  a  hundred  or  less  sacks  of  wool  grown  in 
any  county  of  our  realm  of  England,  and  place,  ship  and  cart, 


s  To  clat  wool  Is  to  remove  the  dirty  locks  from  the  fleece. 
*  To  beard  wool  Is  to  remove  the  head  and  legs. 

5  Originally  a  Spanish  galleon,  thence  applied  to  English  vessels  of  great  value  and  size.    M  Duae 
naves  Hlspanlcae,  vulgo  oarrickt  dictae,  capiuntur  ab  Anglls."    MS.  Sloane,  392,  f.  402. 
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vicibus  ponere,  eskippare,  et  cartare  ac  poni  eskippari  et  certari1 
facere  et  lanam  illam  sic  eskippitam  extra  regnum  n^V'm  predictnm 
ad  partes  externas  et  ultra  strictus  et  marrok2  traducere  et  cariare 
ac  traduci  et  cariari  facere,  possint  et  valeant,  possit  et  valeat 
licite  et  impune  absque  aliqua  forisfactura  nobis  in  hac  parte 
forisfacienda  et  absque  aliquibus  custumis,  subsidiis,3  deneriis,4 
calce,5  et  aliis  sunimis  aut  denariorum  quibuscunque  nobls  vel 
heredibns  nostris  inde  aliquomodo  solvendis  sive  reddend18. 

Et  volumlls  per  presentes  concedimus  prefatis  maiori,  ballivis, 
burgensibn9  et  comitati  villae  nostrae  predictae  et  eorum  cuilibet  q"°d 
tarn  ipsi  ac  heredes  (?)  et  attornus  sui  predicti  et  eorum  quillbet  qui 
custumarii  et  collectores  custumarum  et  subsidiorum  in  portu 
nostro  predicto  et  eorum  quilibet  et  omnibus  et  singulis  custumis 
subsidiis  denariis  et  demand1*  qune  ab  ipsis  seu  eorum  aliquo  pro 
premissis  ad  opus  nostrum  exigi  possint  aut  vita  ipsi  aut  eorum 
aliquis  nobis  onerari  possint  erga  nos  et  heredes  nostros  exonerentur 
et  acquietentur  exoneretur  et  acquietetur  imperpetuum  aliquo  statuto 
actn  vel  ordinacione  incontrarium  edict0  aut  aliqua  causa  qua- 
cumque  in  aliquo  non  obstante.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has 
litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  West- 
1,  vii  die  Februarii  Anno  regni  secundo. 


1  i.e.,  cartari. 

2  i.e.,  strlctns  de  marrok.    The  Straits  of  Morocco,  now  of  Gibraltar. 

3  Practically  the  same  as  Custom  duties.    Some  have  held  that  the  Subsidy  of  Tonnage  might  be 
taken  by  the  king  of  bis  own  prerogative  especially  in  case  of  necessity  and  for  the  public  good,  to 


make  an  equality  of  trade. 
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and  cause  to  be  placed,  shipped,  and  carted  the  same  hundred 
or  less  sacks  of  wool  within  the  aforesaid  port  of  the  aforesaid 
town  in  any  galleys,  carricks,  ships  or  vessels  soever,  and  trans- 
port and  carry  or  caused  to  be  transported  and  carried  the  same 
without  our  realm  aforesaid  to  foreign  parts  and  beyond  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  without  any  customs,  subsidies,  fines,  tax 
and  other  sums  or  any  of  the  duties  thence  to  be  paid  or  rendered 
to  us  or  our  heirs. 

And  we  will  and  by  these  presents  grant  to  the  aforesaid 
mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  county  of  our  town  aforesaid  and 
to  any  of  them,  that  they  and  their  representatives  aforesaid 
and  any  of  them  who  as  custom  house  officers  and  collectors  of 
customs  and  subsidies  in  our  port  aforesaid  and  any  of  them 
may  be  burdened  by  all  and  singular  the  customs,  subsidies, 
tenths  and  demands  which  may  be  exacted  by  them  or  any  of 
them  on  behalf  of  the  premisses  for  our  need,  towards  us  and 
our  heirs,  may  be  exonerated  and  acquitted  for  ever,  any  statute, 
act  or  ordinance  on  the  contrary  decreed  or  any  cause  whatso- 
ever in  any  way  notwithstanding. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  letters  patent  to 
be  written.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  seventh 
day  of  February,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1511.] 


*  Probably  the  fines  of  the  County  Courts,  two  parts  of  which  were  received  by  the  king,  and  a 
third  part  by  the  earl  of  the  county. 

t>  Probably  the  Calcagium  or  tax  paid  by  the  Inhabitants  towards  the  making  or  repairing  of  roads. 
( Lat.  Calx,  Fr,  Chaux,  whence  are  derived  "  chaussee  "  and  "  causeway  "). 
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XIX. 
6    HENRY    VIII.    1514. 


HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angli;1e  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae,  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  lltterae  pervenerint,  salutem. 
Inspeximus  l'ttpras  patentes  domini  Edwardl  nuper  regis  Angliae 
quarti  progenitoris  nostri  de  confirmac1one  factas  in  haec  verba. 

[Here  follows  Charter  XIV,  8  Edward  IV,  Vol.  I,  p.  120.] 

Nos  autem  lltteras  predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem 
contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobls  et  heredibus  nostris 
quanta111  in  nobls  est  acceptam""  et  approbamus  ac  dilectis  nobis 
nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predil'tae  et  eorum  suc- 
cessoribus  tenore  presentium  ratificamus  et  confirmam""  prout 
litterae  et  confirmacioues  predictae  rationabiliter  testantur.  In  cuius 
rei  testimoniu"1  has  lltteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste 
me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterium  vicesimo  tercio  die  Novembris, 
anno  regni  nostri  sexto. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France  and 
Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 
We  have  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  confirmation  of  the  Lord 
Edward  IV,  late  King  of  England,  our  progenitor,  written  in 
these  words. 

[Here  follows  Charter  XIV,  8  Edward  IV,  Vol.  /,  p.  121.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  letters  aforesaid  and  all  and 
singular  in  them  contained  and  willingly  for  us  and  our  heirs, 
as  far  as  in  us  lies,  accept  and  approve  them,  and  to  our  beloved 
present  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  and 
their  successors,  by  tenor  of  these  presents,  ratify  and  confirm 
them  as  the  letters  and  confirmations  aforesaid  reasonably  testify. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent 
to  be  written.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  23rd 
day  of  November,  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1514.] 
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XX. 
7    EDWARD    YI,1    1553. 


Recites  a 
demand  on 
the  Mayor, 
etc.,  for  the 
Fee  Farm 
of  £200. 


Upon  which 
the  Mayor, 
etc.,  com- 
plain that 
they  had 
been  dis- 
turbed by 
the  Sheriff 
for  £150  of 
said  Fee 
Farm. 


EDWARDUS  sextus  del  gratia  Angliae,  Franciae  et  Hiberniae 
Rex,  fidei  defensor  et  in  terra  ecclesiae  Anglicanae2  et  Hibernicae 
supremum  caput  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  nostrae  per- 
venerint,  salutem.  Inspeximus  tenorem  cuiusdam  recordi  habiti 
et  consideracionis  Baronum3  inde  annotati  in  memorand0  scaccarii 
nostri  de  anno  regni  nostri  sexto  videlicet  inter  recorda  de  termino 
sancti  Michaelis  rotulo  ex  parte  rememoratoris  thesaurarii4  in  haec 
verba.  Villa  Suthampton.  Compertum  est  in  magno  rotulo  de 
anno  quinto  domini  Edwardi  sexti  dei  gratla  Angliae,  Franciae  et 
Hiberniae  Regis,  fidei  defensoris  et  in  terra  eccle?iae  Anglicanae 
et  Hibernicae  supremi  capitis,  Quod  exiguntur  ibidem  de  Maiore, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  Suthamptou  et  successoribus  suis 
CC  libri  per  annum  de  antiqua  firma  villae  predictae  videlicet  de 
eadem  firma  de  predlcto  anno  quinto  prefati  dom'ni  regis  nunc. 
Et  modo  scilicet  quarto  die  Novembris  hoc  termino  venerunt 
hie  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  per  Robertum  Creswell 
eorum  attornatum,  et  queruntnr  se  in  bonis  et  catallis  suis  pro 
centum  et  quinquaginta  libris  parcell11  pred"'tarum  ducentarum 
librarum  de  feodi  firma  predict8  ad  festum  si 


And  wrong- 
fully because 
John  granted 
the  Fee 
Farm  to  the 
Burgesses 
for  a  rental 
of  £200. 


arch 


angel 


prefati 


per 


Johannem  Fletcher  nuper  vicecomitem  villae  predictae  colore 
summonicionis  perceptae  huius  scaccarii  sibi  inde  direct86  graviter 
vexatos  et  inquietatos  fore  et  hoc  minus  iuste.  Quia  dicunt 
quod  domiuus  Johauues7  quondam  rex  Angliae  per  lltteras  suas 
patentes  datas  apud  Aurmall  vicessimo  nono  die  Junii  anno 
regni  sui  primo  curiaeque  hie  ostentas  concessit  et  eisdem  lltteris 
suis  patentibus  confirmavit  tune  Burgensibus  de  Southampton 


1  Edward  VI  had  ambitious  views  for  Southampton,  amongst  which  was  an  abortive  project  for 
opening  there  a  great  mart.    It  was  proposed  that  for  five  weeks  after  Whitsunday  merchants  should 
be  encouraged  to  frequent  the  town  by  a  remission  of  half  the  usual  customs  on  goods  landed  there ; 
business  was  to  be  suspended  in  the  neighbouring  counties ;  and  it  was  thought  that  Southampton 
would  soon  rival  Antwerp  as  a  commercial  depdt.    The  mart  was  to  be  closed  before  the  time  of  St. 
James's  Pair  at  Bristol,  and  Bartholomew  Fair  in  London.    It  was  thought  that  in  the  disturbed  con. 
dition  of  the  Netherlands  the  Channel  might  provide  safer  means  of  communication  than  the  laud 
route*,  and  that  continental  merchants  would  frequent  our  island,  bringing  bullion  with  them. 
(«.  Cunningham,  Growth  of  English  Industry  and  Commerce,  p.  439.) 

2  This  title  was  first  assumed  by  Henry  VIII,  in  1536.    We  presume  that  the  addition  "of  Ireland  " 
was  made  at  the  same  time. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Edward  VI,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  supreme  head  on  earth 
of  the  Church  of  England  and  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these 
our  presents  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  tenor  of 
a  certain  record  held  and  of  the  reflections  of  the  barons  thereon 
annotated  in  a  memorandum  of  our  exchequer  of  the  sixth 
year  of  our  reign,  to  wit,  among  the  records  in  the  rolls  of 
the  Michaelmas  term  on  the  part  of  the  remembrancer  of  the 
treasurer  in  these  words :  The  Town  of  Southampton.  It  has 
been  discovered  in  the  great  roll  of  the  fifth  year  of  our  Lord 
Edward  VI,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  France  and 
Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  on  earth  the  supreme  head  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland.  Whereas  £*2co  per  annum 
is  demanded  thence  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  of  Southampton  and  of  their  successors  for  the  aforesaid 
fifth  year  of  the  aforesaid  lord  our  present  king.  And  lately  on 
the  fourth  day  of  November  in  this  term  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  arid  burgesses  have  come  hither  by  Robert  Creswell,  their 
attorney,  and  complain  that  they  were  gravely  vexed  and  dis- 
turbed in  their  goods  and  chattels  for  ^"150,  parcel  of  the  said 
£200,  due  for  the  fee  farm  aforesaid  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  aforesaid  lord/bur  present 
king,  by  John  Fletcher,5  late  sheriff  of  the  town  aforesaid,  under 
color  of  a  summons  issued  of  this  treasury  and  thence  directed 
against  them,  and  this  the  less  justly.  Because  they  say  that  the 
Lord  John,  formerly  King  of  England,  by  his  letters  patent  dated 
at  Aurmall,  on  the  2gth  day  of  June,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign, 
and  shewn  here  to  the  court,  granted  and  by  his  same  letters 
patent  confirmed  to  the  then  burgesses  of  Southampton  afore- 

3  i.e.,  Barons  of  the  Exchequer. 

4  There  were  three  Clerks  of  the  Remembrance,  or  Officers  of  the  Exchequer— (1)  the  King's 
Remembrances,  who  entered  In  his  office  all  recognizances  for  any  debts  due  to  the  king ;  (2)  the  Lord 
Treasurer's  Remembrances,  who  issued  processes  for  debts  due  to  the  king  ;  (3)  the  .Remembrances  of 
First  Fruits,  who  took  all  compositions  and  bonds  for  the  payment  of  first  fruits  and  tenths. 

5  John  Fletcher  was  Sheriff  in  1551 ;  Mayor,  1555. 
8  Michaelmas  Day. 

?  See  Charter  of  John,  contained  in  Charter  V  (Vol.  I,  p.  12). 
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And 

Henry  YI 
incorporated 
the  town 
under  a 
Mayor,  etc. 


And 

Edward  YI 
confirmed 
these  letters 
patent. 


predicta  predecessoribus  predict1"  nunc  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Bur- 
gens111111  predictorum  villam  de  Southampton  ad  firmam  imperpetuum 
cum  portu  de  Portesmues  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  libertatlbus  et 
liberis  consuetudinibus  suis  et  aliis  omnibus  quae  ad  firmam  dlctae 
villae  de  Southampton  pertinebant  tempore  Henrici  regis  patris 
ipsius  regis  Johannis  tenendum  de  eodem  rege  Johanne  et  haered- 
ibus  suis  imperpetuum  ad  firmam  reddendo  inde  annuatim  ad 
festum  sancti  Michaelis  ad  scaccarium  ipsius  quondam  regis  ducentas 
libras  sterlingorum  prout  in  predlctis  lltteris  patentibus  huic 
curiae  ostenlls  inter  alia  plenius  continetur. 

Et  dicunt  ulterius  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  quod 
Dommus  Henricus1  nuper  Rex  Angliae  sextus  progenitor  prefati 
domlni  regis  nunc  per  litteras  suas  patentes  datas  duodecimo  die 
Septembris  anno  regni  sui  tricesimo  curiaeque  hie  ostentas  con- 
cessit  prefatis  tune  Burgensibus  vill"e  predictae  et  successoribus 
suis  imperpetu"m  predecessoribus  dictorum  nunc  Maioris,  Ballivorum 
et  Burgensiun'  inter  alia  quod  villa  predicta  de  uno  Maiore,  duobus 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  esset  imperpetuum  corporata,  et  quod  iidem 
Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  successores  sui  Maiores,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  villae  illius  sic  corporate  essent  una  commmiitas 
corporata  perpetua  in  re  et  nomiue  per  nomen  Maioris,  Balli- 
vorum et  Burgens111"1  villae  illius  haberentque  successionem 
perpetuam,  et  quod  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  suc- 
cessores sui  predlcti  per  idem  nomen  essent  person"e  habiles  in 
lege  ad  omuimoda  pl"°ita  secta  querelas  et  demanda  necnon 
acc'ones  reales  personales  et  mixtas  mota  seu  movenda  in  quibus- 
cumque  curiis  ipsius  nuper  regis  vel  haeredum  suorum  aut 
aliorum  quorumcumque  tarn  coram  prefato  nuper  rege  et  haere- 
dibus  suis  quam  coram  quibuscumque  iusticiariis  et  iudicibus 
spiritualibus  et  secularibus  prosequend11  et  defendenda,  et  q"°d  in 
eisdern  placitare  possint  et  impllcitari  et  respondere  et  responderi 
prout  in  predictis  litteris  patentibus  prefati  nuper  regis  Henrici 
sexti  huic  curine  ostentls  inter  alia  plenius  continetur. 

Et  dicunt  ulterius  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  quod 
prefatus  dominus  rex  nunc  Edwardus  sextus-  quarto  die  Aprilis 
anno  regni  sui  sexto  per  lltteras  suas  patentes  quarum  data  est 
apud  Westmonasterinm  eodem  die  quarto  Aprilis  eodem  anno  regni 
sui  sexto  supraduto  curiaeque  hie  ostens89  de  gratla  sua  speoiali  et 


1  See  Charter  X  (Vol.  r.  p.  51) 

2  The  letters  patent  here  referred  to  are  non-extant, 
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said,  and  the  predecessors  aforesaid  of  the  present  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  aforesaid,  the  town  of  Southampton  to  farm  for 
ever  with  the  port  of  Portsmouth,  with  all  their  appurtenances, 
liberties  and  free  customs,  and  all  else  that  belong  to  the  farm 
of  the  said  town  of  Southampton,  from  the  time  of  King  Henry, 
the  father  of  the  said  King  John,  to  be  held  of  the  same  King 
John  and  his  heirs  for  ever  to  farm,  on  rendering  thence  annually 
at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  to  the  exchequer  of  the  said  former 
king  £200  sterling,  as  is  contained  amongst  other  things  more 
fully  in  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  shown  to  this  court. 

And  moreover,  they,  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
say  that  Lord  Henry  VI,  lately  King  of  England,  the  progenitor 
of  the  aforesaid  lord  our  present  king,  by  his  letters  patent 
given  on  the  i2th  day  of  September,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his 
reign  and  shown  to  the  court  here,  granted  to  the  aforesaid  then 
burgesses  of  the  aforesaid  town  and  to  their  successors  for  ever, 
the  predecessors  of  the  said  present  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  town  aforesaid  should  be  for  ever 
corporate  of  one  mayor,  two  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  that  the 
same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  the 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  that  town  thus  corporated, 
should  be  one  perpetual  community,  corporate  in  deed  and  name, 
by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  that  town, 
and  should  have  perpetual  succession,  and  that  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  aforesaid  by  the  same 
name  should  be  persons  skilled  in  law  for  all  kinds  of  pleas, 
suits,  plaints  and  demands,  also  actions  real,  personal  and 
mixed,  moved  or  to  be  moved  in  any  courts  soever  of  the  same 
late  king  or  his  heirs  or  of  any  others  soever,  as  well  in  the 
presence  of  the  aforesaid  late  king  and  his  heirs  as  in  the 
presence  of  his  justices  and  judges,  spiritual  and  secular,  to  be 
prosecuted  and  defended,  and  that  they  may  plead  and  be 
impleaded  in  the  same,  and  answer  and  be  answered  as  is  con- 
tained more  fully  in  other  respects  in  the  aforesaid  letters  patent 
of  the  aforesaid  late  King  Henry  VI  shown  to  this  court. 

And  furthermore  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
say  that  the  aforesaid  lord  the  now  King  Edward  VI,  on  the 
4th  day  of  April,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign,  by  his  letters 
patent,  of  which  the  date  is  at  Westminster,  on  the  same  fourth 
day  of  April,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign  aforesaid,  and  shown 
here  to  the  court,  of  his  special  grace  and  from  his  certain 


i6 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


To  hold  the 
Town  under 
the  Fee 
Farm  of 

£200, 

when  the 
Petty 
Customs 
amount  to 
that  sum, 

or  when 
ships  of 
Genoa  or 
Venice  un- 
loading in 
Southamp- 
ton pay  toll 
to  the 
amount 
of  £50. 


ex  certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  suis  cartas  et  lltteras  patentes 
predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem  contenta  rata  habens  et 
grata  ea  pro  eodem  domino  rege  nunc  et  haeredibus  suis  quantum 
in  ipso  est  acceptavit  et  approbavit  ac  prefatis  nunc  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgenslbu5  pred'°tHe  villae  Southampton  et  successor- 
ibus  suis  tenore  predlctarum  lltterarum  patentium  prefati  domini 
regis  nunc  ratificavit  et  confirmavit  per  easdem  litteras  patentes 
prout  cartae  et  litterae  predictae  rationabiliter  testantur  habendum  et 
tenendum  villam  predlctam  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
et  successoribus  suis  in  feodi  firmam  cum  omnibus  libertatibus, 
franchesiisl,  iurisdicc'o^bus,  redditubus,  servitiis  et  pertinentiis  suis 
quibuscumque  imperpetuum  reddendo  inde  prefato  domino  regi 
nunc  haeredibus  et  successoribus  suis  annuatim  ad  festum  sancti 
Michaelis  Archangeli  ad  receptum  scaccarii  ipsius  domini  regis  predictas 
ducentas  libras  cum  parva  custuma2  aliquo  anno  ibldem  ad 
summam  ducentarum  librarum  attinget,  aut  cum  aliquae  naves 
vocatae  careckes  de  Jene  aut  cum  aliquae  naves  vocatae 
Galeys  de  Venece  ad  portum  villae  predlctae  cum  merchan- 
disis  suis  quoquo  anno  venient  ibidemque  discarcabunt  et 
eskippabunt  seu  recarcabunt  et  reddendo  inde  nobis,  haered- 
ibus et  successoribus  nostris  ad  d'c^m  festum  sancti  Michaelis 
archangeli  ad  dictum  recept™1  quinquaginta  libras  tantum  annuatim 
et  non  plus  cum  parva  custuma  in  villa  predict!l  ad  dictam  summam 
ducentarum  librarum  non  attinget,  et  q110d  dlct"e  naves  vocatae 
careckes  de  Jene3  et  d'ctae  naves  vocatae  Galeys  de  Venece4  ad 


1  A  privilege  or  exemption  from  ordinary  jurisdiction,  as,  for  example,  for  a  Corporation  to  bold 
pleas  of  a  certain  value. 

2  Customs  payable  by  mercbants,  strangers  and  denizens,  originated  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  when 
Parliament  granted  him  3d,  in  the  pound  for  all  merchandize  imported  or  exported. 

3  Our  earliest  connection  with  the  Genoese  was  In  the  year  1190,  when  Richard  I  was  particularly 
indebted  to  them  for  assistance  in  transporting  his  troops  during  the  Crusades,  and  he  endeavoured  to 
cement  their  friendship  by  adopting  St.  George  as  the  patron  Saint  of  England.   ( J.  T .  Bent,  Genoa,  33). 

The  Genoese  readily  hired  out  their  ships  of  war,  and  Edward  III  complained  that  In  1316  Robert 
Bruce  had  hired  some  gal  eys  from  them;  a  few  months  later  he  endeavoured  to  obtain  similar 
assistance  for  himself,  (  feeder  a  II,  I,  293,  313). 

At  one  time  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  Genoese  staple  being  established  at  Southampton,  but  this 
was  prevented  by  the  jealousy  of  the  London  merchants,  and  England  lost  the  advantage  which  would 
have  accrued.  (Wal-ingham,  Hist.  Angl.,  I.  407,  449). 

The  citizens  of  Genoa  and  Venice  were  the  chief  agents  in  currying  on  the  traffic  between  east  and 
west. 

Henry  V  devoted  himself  to  the  improvement  of  English  ships,  in  imitation  of  the  largo  vessels  of 
the  Genoese;  three  ships  of  unwonted  size  were  turned  out  from  the  docks  at  Southampton,  and  were 
calle'i  respectively  the  Trinity,  the  Grace  de  Dieu.  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  twenty  years  sf  cer  the  glory  of 
this  achievement  was  still  celebrated.  (Libelle  of  English  Poly  eye  in  Political  Songs,  II,  199) 

Both  Columbus  and  John  Cabot  were  natives  of  Genoa. 

In  1513  Baptista  Justiniano,  a  Genoese,  was  appointed  consul  for  English  merchants  in  Scio  and  the 
Archipelago.  (Rymer,  Foedera,  XII.,  390) 

"  The  people  of  Bristol,"  wrote  Pedro  ae  Ayala  in  1498,  to  liis  masters  In  Spain,  "have  for  the  last 
seven  years  every  year  seut  out  two.  three  or  four  light  ships  in  search  of  the  Isle  of  Brazil  and  the 
Seven  Cities,  according  to  the  fancy  of  this  Genoese,  John  Cabot."  (Bergearoth,  Calendar— Spanish— 
1, 177,  No.  210). 

*  Th«  first  of  the  fleets  of  galleys  which  came  from  Venice  appear*  to  have  been  organized  in  1317 
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knowledge  and  mere  motion,  having  ratified  the  charters  and 
letters  patent  aforesaid,  and  all  and  singular  contained  in  the 
same,  and  having  taken  security  for  them  for  the  same  lord  the 
now  king  and  his  heirs  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  has  accepted  and 
approved  and  to  the  aforesaid  now  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  and  to  their  successors,  by 
tenor  of  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the  aforesaid  lord  the 
now  king,  has  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  same  letters  patent 
as  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid  reasonably  testify,  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  town  aforesaid  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  and  their  successors  in  fee  farm  with  all  their 
liberties,  franchises,  jurisdictions,  rents,  services  and  appurten- 
ances whatsoever  for  ever,  to  be  rendered  thence  to  the  aforesaid 
lord  the  now  king  and  to  his  heirs  and  successors  annually  on 
the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  at  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  of  the  same  lord  king,  the  aforesaid  ^"200,  when  the 
petty  customs  in  any  year  thence  amount  to  the  sum  of  ^"200,  or 
when  any  ships  called  carracks  of  Genoa,  or  when  any  ships 
called  galleys  of  Venice,  shall  come  to  the  port  of  the  aforesaid 
town  with  their  merchandise  in  any  year,  and  there  shall  dis- 
charge and  eship  or  recharge,  and  by  rendering  thence  to  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel  to  the  said  receipt  £50  only  annually  and  not  more, 
when  the  petty  customs  in  the  town  aforesaid  to  the  said  sum  of 
£"200  shall  not  amount,  and  because  the  said  ships  called 

(Brown,  Venetian  Calendar,  1, 1x1).  We  next  hear  of  a  quarrel  between  the  crews  of  five  Venetian 
galleys  and  the  people  of  Southampton  and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  In  1323  (Calendar  of  State  Papers,  1, 5, 
No.  18).  In  the  fifteenth  century,  Southampton,  with  Bruges,  was  the  great  centre  of  Venetian  trade 
in  the  north  of  Europe.  The  "Flanders  Galleys"  visited  Syracuse,  Majorca,  the  coasts  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  proceeded  thence  to  England  and  to  the  Low  Countries.  The  galleys  were  manned  by 
180  Sclavonlan  oarsmen  who  had  a  fraternity  at  Southampton,  and  their  own  place  of  sepulture  at 
North  Stoneham,  where  the  inscription  maybe  read,  "Sepultura  de  la  schola  de  sclavoni,  ano  Dni 
MCCCCLXXXXI,"  (id.  I,  Ixi). 

In  1490  it  was  proposed  to  make  Pisa  the  staple  for  English  wool.  The  Venetians  were  greatly 
perturbed  and  threatened  no  longer  to  send  their  galleys  to  England.  Finally  it  was  arranged  that 
600  sacks  of  wool  should  go  to  Venice  and  the  rest,  to  Pisa.  (Rymer,  Foedera,  XII,  390). 

In  1497  Lorenzo  Pasqualigo  writes  :  "The  Venetian  (Cabot),  our  brother,  who  went  with  a  ship  in 
quest  of  a  new  island,  is  returned,  and  says  that  700  leagues  hence  he  discovered  land,  the  territory 
of  the  Grand  Cham.  He  coasted  for  300  leagues  and  landed,  saw  no  human  being,  but  he  has  brought 
hither  to  the  king  certain  snares,  which  had  been  set  to  catch  game,  and  a  needle  for  making  nets ;  he 
also  found  some  felled  trees,  whereof  he  supposed  there  were  inhabitants,  and  returned  to  his  ship  in 
alarm.  He  was  three  months  on  the  voyage,  and  on  his  return  saw  two  islands  to  starboard,  but  would 
not  land,  time  being  precious,  as  he  was  short  of  provisions,  He  says  that  the  tides  are  slack,  and  do 
not  flow  as  they  do  here.  The  King  of  England  is  much  pleased  with  this  Intelligence.  The  King  has 
promised  that  in  the  spring  our  countrymen  shall  have  ten  ships  armed  to  his  order,  and  at  his  request 
has  conceded  him  all  the  prisoners,  except  such  as  are  confined  for  high  treason,  to  man  his  fleet.  The 
King  has  also  given  him  money  wherewith  to  amuse  himself  till  then,  and  he  is  now  at  Bristol  with  his 
wife,  who  is  a  Venetian,  and  with  his  sons ;  his  name  is  Zuan  Cabot,  and  he  is  styled  the  '  Great  Admiral.' 
Vast  honour  is  paid  him ;  he  dresses  in  silk,  and  these  English  run  after  him  like  mad  people,  so  that  he 
can  enlist  as  many  of  them  as  he  pleases,  and  a  number  of  our  own  rogues  besides.  The  discoverer  of 
these  places  planted  on  his  new  found  land  a  large  cross,  with  one  flag  of  England  and  another  of  S. 
Mark,  by  reason  of  his  being  a  Venetian,  so  that  our  banner  has  floated  very  far  afield."  (Brown, 
Calendar  Statt  Papers,  1, 262.) 
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Further,  the 
•aid  King,  in 
consequence 
of  the 
poverty  of 
the  town, 
and  because 
the  Mayor, 
etc.,  has 
defended 
and  intends 
to  defend 
the  Town, 


Remitted 
£150  of  the 
said  £200. 


portum  predictnm  non  venient.  Et  ulterius  prefatus  domlnus  rex 
nunc  per  predictas  lltteras  suas  patentes  in  consideracjone  tarn 
grandium  onerum  et  deperditorum  quae  dlcti  Maior,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  villae  p'edlctae  et  inhabitantes  eiusdem  villae  habuerunt 
et  sustinuerunt  et  indies  habent  et  sustinent  quam  nimiae 
paupertatis  decasus  et  ruinae  eiusdem  villne  et  inhabitantium 
eiusdem  tarn  circa  reparac^em  murorum  villae  prediotae  et 
fortium  ib1<lem  vocatan"n  Buhverkes  iam  in  magna  ruina  et  decasu 
existentinm  quae  per  predictos  Maiorem,  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
eiusdem  villae  et  successores  suos  reparari  debent  q"am  pro  eo 
quod  d'°ta  villa  est  frontera  iacens  super  costeras  maris  versus 
Normandiam,  Franciam  et  alias  australes  partes  inibi  in  resis- 
tentiam  inimicorum  ip'ius  domini  Regis  regnum  suum  Angliae 
invadere  volentium  scita  existit,  et  qfl°d  predicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  eandem  villam  contra  inimicos  regni  Angliae  defendere 
semper  hactenus  parati  fuerunt  et  in  future  pro  posse  suo 
defendere  intendunt  (prout  tenent"1")  et  prefato  domino  regi  nunc 
promiserunt  qnodque  dlcti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  suc- 
cessores sui  eandem  villam  muros  inimicos  et  littora  maris 
ibidem  de  et  cum  munic'onibus  bellicis  ad  eorum  magna  custus 
et  onera  reparaverunt  et  fortificaverunt  ac  indies  reparare  et 
sustinere  tenent"1'  cogent""  et  intendunt  de  gratia  sua  spceiali  ac 
ex  certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  suis  ac  pro  maiori  securitate 
dictorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  ac  successorum 
suorum  dedit  et  concessit  pprdonavit  remisit  et  relaxavit  pro 
eodem  domino  rege,  haeredibus  et  successoribus  suis  eisdem  nunc 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  centum  et  quinquaginta  libras 
annuas  parcellas  pred'°tarum  ducentarum  librarum  annuarum 
quas  dicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  predictae  villae  de  South- 
ampton ad  recept™  scaccarii  predict""1  pro  feodi  firma  eiusdem 
villae  prefato  domino  regi  nunc  et  progenitoribus  suis  virtute  feodi 
firmae  predictae  reddiderunt  sen  reddere  tenebanttir,  ac  omnes 
denariorum  sunimas  et  arreragia  eidem  dom'no  regi  haeredibus  et 
successoribus  suis  de  predictis  centum  et  quinquaginta  libris 
annuis  parcellis  predlctarum  ducentarum  librarum  pro  feodi 
firma  predicta  a  festo  sancti  Michnelis  Archangcli  anno  quinto  prefati 
domlni  regis  nunc  imperpetnnm  debitus  et  debendas. 

Et  provisum  fuit  per  predictas  lltteras  patentes  dicti  domini  regis 
nunc  qnod  cum  aliquae  naves  Jane  vocatae  "  le  Carreckes  of 
Jeane "  sive  aliqune  naves  Veniciae  vocatae  "  lez  Galeys  of 
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carracks  of  Genoa  and  the  said  ships  called  galleys  of  Venice 
shall  not  come  to  the  port  aforesaid.  And  furthermore,  the 
aforesaid  lord  the  now  king,  by  his  aforesaid  letters  patent  in 
consideration  as  well  of  the  great  burdens  and  losses  which  the 
said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same  town  have  had  and  sustained  and  daily 
do  have  and  sustain,  as  of  the  great  poverty,  decay  and  ruin  of 
the  same  town  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  as  well  concern- 
ing the  repair  of  the  walls  of  the  town  aforesaid  and  the  forts 
there  called  bulwarks  now  being  in  great  ruin  and  decay, 
which  by  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
same  town  and  their  successors  ought  to  be  repaired,  as  for  the 
reason  that  the  said  town  is  a  frontier  adjacent  to  the  coasts  of 
the  sea  towards  Normandy,  France,  and  other  southern  parts  for 
the  resistance  of  the  enemies  of  the  same  lord  king  who  wish  to 
invade  his  realm  of  England,  and  that  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  were  always  prepared  hitherto  to  defend 
the  same  town  against  the  enemies  of  the  realm  of  England 
and  in  the  future  intend  to  defend  it  as  far  as  possible  (as  they 
are  bounden)  and  have  promised  to  the  aforesaid  now  king,  and 
that  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors 
have  repaired  and  fortified  the  same  town,  walls  and  sea  shore 
of  the  same  of  and  with  munitions  of  war  at  their  great  cost 
and  burdens  and  daily  are  bounden,  compelled  and  intend  to 
repair  and  sustain  them,  of  his  special  grace  and  from  his 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  and  for  the  greater  security 
of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  he 
has  given  and  granted,  pardoned,  remitted  and  relaxed,  on 
behalf  of  the  same  lord  king,  his  heirs  and  successors,  to  the 
same  now  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses  the  ^150  annually, 
parcel  of  the  said  £200  annually,  which  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  at  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer  aforesaid  for  the  fee  farm  of  the  same 
town  have  rendered  or  are  bounden  to  render  to  the  aforesaid 
now  king  and  his  progenitors  by  virtue  of  the  fee  farm  afore- 
said, and  all  the  sums  and  arrears  of  fines  to  the  same  lord  king, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  aforesaid  £150  annually,  parcel 
of  the  aforesaid  £200,  for  the  fee  farm  aforesaid  from  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  aforesaid 
lord  our  now  king  for  ever  owed  and  to  be  owed.  And  it  has 
been  provided  by  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the  said  lord 
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If  the  Petty 

Customs 
amounted 
to  £200, 
then  the 
Mayor,  etc., 
should  pay 
the  Fee 
Farm. 


If  the 

Mayor,  etc., 
do  not 
certify  the 
amount  of 
such  Petty 
Customs 
before 
fifteen  days 
of  Michael- 
mas, the 
said  release 
to  be  void. 


Venece "  ad  portum  predletae  villae  confluent1""  ac  merces  et 
mercimonia  sua  ibidem  discarcabunt  et  exonerabunt  ac  eskipp- 
abunt  seu  recarbabunt,  ac  qund  dlcta  parva  custuma  ibidem  in 
aliquo  anno  sive  quibuscumque  annis  imposterum  attinget  ad 
dlctam  summam  ducentarum  librarum  quod  tune  dlcti  Maior, 
Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predictae  et  eorum  successores  pro 
feod°  firmae  predict°  reddent  et  solvent  prefato  domino  Regi  nunc 
haeredibus  et  successoribus  suis  pro  quolibet  tali  anno  quo  dlcta 
parva  custuma  in  se  attinget  ad  dictam  summam  ducentarum 
librarum  ut  prefertnr  aut  quod  aliquae  tales  naves  vocatae  "the 
Carickes  of  Jeane  "  aut  aliquae  tales  naves  vocaf'e  "the  Galyes 
of  Venece"  ad  portum  dictae  villae  venient  (ut  predictum  est) 
ducentas  libras  legalis  monetae  Angliae  dicta  donat^e,  con- 
cessione,  perdonac^e,  remissione  et  relaxacjone  dlctarum  centum 
et  quinquaginta  librarum  aut  aliquo  in  presentibus  content0  in 
contrarium  non  obstant0. 

Et  ulterius  provisum  fuit  per  predk'tas  lm''ras  patentes  dicti 
domini  regis  nunc  et  idem  dominus  rex  nunc  volint  quod  si  predicti 
Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  vilPe  predk'tae  sive  successores  sui 
non  certificent  eidem  domino  regi  haeredibus  seu  successoribus 
suis  deinceps  annuatim  in  sc:tecarinm  predictum  per  eorum  sufficiens 


Then  it 
should  be 
lawful  for 
the  King  to 
distrain  for 
the  said 
Fee  Farm 
of  £200. 


Recites  the 
Charter  of 
6  Edward  VI 


scriptum    sub    eorum 


sigillo     ante     quindenam     saneti 


Michaelis  archangeli  et  ante  soluc1o''em  diet1  feocli  firnr'e  de  vero 
numero  dlctarum  navium  vocat;iruin  carickes  et  dictarum  navium 
vocaturum  Gajeys  ibidem  venientium  ut  prodictum  est  et  de  dicta 
summa  parvae  custumae  in  dicta  villa  contingent1"  et  ibidem 
emergent19  eodem  anno  quo  certificat10  erit  faciend8  quod  tune 
predicta  concessio  confirmacio  relaxacio  et  remissio  dictae  summae 
centum  et  quinquaginta  librarum  parcellae  dictae  feodi  firmae 
ducentarum  librarum  per  annum  vacua  erunt  et  cassa  imperpctnnm, 
et  quod  tune  bene  liceat  prefato  domino  regi  nunc  haeredibus  et 
successoribus  suis  per  viros  et  alios  officiarios  suos  in  dlcta  villa 
pro  prcdlcta  feodi  firma  ducentarum  librarum  distringere  et 
districc'ones  sic  et  ibidem  captas  abducere  et  retinere  quousque 
idem  dominus  rex  nunc  haeredes  et  successores  sui  de  predicta  feodi 
firma  ducentarum  librarum  plenarie  fucrint  satisfact1  et  persolut1 
prout  in  prcdictis  litteris  patentibus  prefati  domini  regis  nunc  huic 
curiae  ostens18  inter  alia  plenius  continet™  quorumquidem 
lltterarum  patentium  tenor  sequitnr  in  hnec  verba.  Edwardus 
sextus1  dei  gratia  Angliae,  Franc'ae  et  Hiberniae  Rex,  fidei  defensor 


i  This  Charter  is  non-extant. 
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our  now  king  that  when  any  ships  of  Genoa  called  the  carracks 
of  Genoa  or  any  ships  of  Venice  called  the  galleys  of  Venice 
arrive  at  the  port  of  the  aforesaid  town  and  discharge  and 
unload  and  charge  or  reload  there  their  goods  and  merchandise, 
and  that  the  said  petty  customs  there  in  any  year  or  years 
soever  for  the  future  shall  amount  to  the  said  sum  of  £200,  that 
then  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid 
and  their  successors  shall  render  and  pay  for  the  fee  farm 
aforesaid  to  the  aforesaid  lord  our  now  king,  to  his  heirs  and 
successors,  for  any  such  year  in  which  the  said  petty  customs 
shall  amount  in  themselves  to  the  said  sum  of  £200,  as  afore- 
said, or  because  some  such  ship  called  the  carracks  of  Genoa  or 
some  such  ships  called  the  galleys  of  Venice  shall  come  to  the 
port  of  the  said  town  (as  before-mentioned),  ^"200  of  the  legal 
money  of  England,  the  said  donation,  concession,  pardon, 
remission  and  relaxation  of  the  said  ^150  or  anything  contained 
in  these  presents  on  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  furthermore,  it  has  been  provided  by  the  aforesaid  letters 
patent  of  the  said  lord  our  now  king,  and  the  same  lord  our  now 
king  has  willed  that  if  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  aforesaid  or  their  successors  do  not  certify  to 
the  same  lord  king,  his  heirs  or  successors  in  turn,  annually  to 
the  exchequer  aforesaid,  by  their  sufficient  writing  under  their 
common  seal  fifteen  days  before  Michaelmas,  and  before  the 
payment  of  the  said  fee  farm  of  the  true  number  of  the  said 
ships  called  carracks  and  of  the  said  ships  called  galleys  there 
coming  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  said  sum  of  petty  customs 
contingent  in  the  said  town  and  there  emerging  in  the  same 
year  in  which  the  certification  should  be  made,  that  then  the 
aforesaid  concession,  confirmation,  relaxation  and  remission  of 
the  said  sum  of  £150,  parcel  of  the  said  fee  farm  of  £200  per 
annum,  shall  be  void  and  null  for  ever,  and  that  then  it  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  lord  our  now  king,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
by  means  of  his  other  officers  to  distrain  in  the  said  town  for  the 
aforesaid  fee  farm  of  £200,  and  to  withdraw  and  retain  the 
distraints  thus  and  there  taken  until  the  same  lord  our  now 
king,  his  heirs  and  successors  shall  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid 
for  the  aforesaid  fee  farm  of  ^"200,  as  is  contained  amongst  other 
things  more  fully  in  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the  aforesaid 
lord  our  now  king  shown  to  this  court,  of  which  letters  patent 
the  tenor  follows  in  these  words :  Edward  VI,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
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et  in  terra  ecclesiae  Anglicanae  et  Hiberniae  supremum  caput, 
omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salutem.  Inspeximus 
litteras  patentes  domini  Henrici  nuper  regis  Angliae  octavi  patris 
nostri  precharissimi  de  confirmac1one  factas  in  haec  verba. 

[Here  follows  Charter  XVII,  p.  4,  2  Henry  VIII,  1510.] 

Nos  autem  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa  scientia.  et 
mero  motu  nostris  cartas  et  litteras  patentes  predictas  ac  omnia 
et  singula  in  eisdem  contenta  rota  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro 
nobis  et  haeredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  acceptamus  et 
approbamus  ac  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  predictae 
villae  Suthauipton  et  successoribus  suis  tenore  presentium  ratifka- 
mus  et  confirmamus  per  presentes  prout  carf'e  et  litterae  predictae 
rationabiliter  testant  habendum  et  tenendum  villam  predictam 
prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  in 
feodi  firmam  cum  omnibus  libertatibus,  franchesiis,  iurisdiccion- 
ibus,  redditubus,  servitiis  et  pertinentiis  suis  quibuscumque 
imperpetuum  reddendo  inde  nobis,  haeredibus  et  successoribus 
nostris  annuatim  ad  festum  sam'ti  Michaelis  Arch"ngc'i  ad  receptum 
sc^c^'ii1  nostri  predictas  ducentas  libras  cum  parva  custuma 
aliquo  anno  ibidem  ad  summam  ducentarum  librarum  attinget 
aut  cum  aliqu"e  naves  vocat'e  Carickes  de  Jene  aut  cum  aliquae 
naves  vocaf'e  Galeys  de  Venece  ad  portum  villae  predicf'e  cum 
merchandisis  suis  quoque  anno  venient  ibidem  discarcabunt  et 
eskippabunt  seu  recarcabunt,  et  reddendo  inde  nobis  et  success- 
oribus nostris  ad  d"'t"m  festum  sai"'ti  Michaelis  Archail!:"'1i  ad  dictam 
receptam  nostram  quinquaginta  librarum  tantum  annuatim  et 
non  plus  cum  parva  custuma  in  villa  pred"  ta  ad  dictam  summam 
ducentarum  librarum  non  attinget,  et  q""d  dictae  naves  vocaf'e 
Carickes  et  dictae  naves  vocaf'e  Galeys  de  Venece  ad  portum 
predict"01  non  venient  ut  pred"'tum  est.  Et  ulterius  sciatis  qll°d 
nos  in  consideracVe  tarn  grandium  onerum  et  deperditorum 
quae  dicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  vill"e  predict'e  ac 
inhabitantes  eiusdem  villae  habuerunt  et  sustinuerunt  et  indies 
habent  et  sustinent  quam  nimis  paupertatis,  decasus  et  ruinae 
eiusdem  vilPe  et  inhabitantium  eiusdem  tarn  circa  reparacionem 


1  Scaccarium  (O.F.,  Eschequier,  i.e.,  Abacus,  tabnla  lusoria,  fir  Ger.  Schatz= Thesaurus,  Angl. 
Treasury).  It  is  an  ancient  Court  of  Record,  wherein  all  causes  touching  the  rights  and  revenues  of  the 
Crown  are  heard  and  determined  ;  and  here  the  revenues  of  the  Crown  are  received.  The  Court  took 
its  name  from  the  table  at  which  they  sat,  the  cloth  which  covered  it  being  par ti-coloured  or  chequered. 
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Faith,  and  on  earth  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  the 
supreme  head,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 
We  have  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  confirmation  of  the  Lord 
Henry  VIII,  late  King  of  England,  our  well-beloved  father, 
made  in  these  words  : 

[Here  follows  Charter  XVII,  p.  5,  2  Henry  VIII,  1510.] 

We,  however,  of  our  special  grace  and  of  our  certain  know- 
ledge and  mere  motion,  having  ratified  the  charters  and  letters 
patent  aforesaid  and  all  and  singular  contained  in  them,  and 
having  given  security  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
accept  and  approve  and  to  the  now  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  and  their  successors,  by 
tenor  of  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm  by  these  presents 
as  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid  reasonably  testify,  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  town  aforesaid  in  fee  farm  with  all  the  liberties, 
franchises,  jurisdictions,  rents,  services  and  appurtenances  what- 
soever for  ever,  on  rendering  thence  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  annually  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  at 
the  receipt  of  our  exchequer  the  aforesaid  ^200  when  the  petty 
customs  in  any  year  there  shall  reach  the  sum  of  ^"200,  or  when 
any  ships  called  carracks  of  Genoa  or  when  any  ships  called 
galleys  of  Venice  shall  come  to  the  port  of  the  town  aforesaid 
with  their  merchandise  in  any  year  and  there  shall  discharge 
and  unload  or  recharge,  and  on  rendering  to  us  and  our  suc- 
cessors on  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  at  the 
said  our  receipt  ^"50  only  annually  and  not  more  when  the 
petty  customs  in  the  town  aforesaid  shall  not  attain  to  the  said 
sum  of  £200,  and  because  the  said  ships  called  carracks  and  the 
said  ships  called  galleys  of  Venice  shall  not  come  to  the  port 
aforesaid  as  afore -mentioned. 

And  furthermore,  know  ye  that  we,  in  consideration  as  well  of 
the  great  burdens  and  losses  which  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  same 
town  have  had  and  borne,  and  daily  do  have  and  bear,  as  well 
of  the  too  great  poverty,  decay  and  ruin  of  the  same  town  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  as  concerning  the  repairing  of  the 


We  had  It  from  the  Normans  (Camden,  Britan.,  p.  113).  It  was  established  by  Henry  I  (Madox,  Hist. 
Excheq.)  The  Exchequer  was  divided  into  two  courts— (1)  Scaccarium  Computornm,  conversant  In 
hearing  aud  deciding  causes  pertaining  to  the  Prince's  Coffers.  (2)  Receptus  Scaccarii,  which  is  properly 
employed  in  the  receiving  and  payment  of  money  (Lex.  Constitutionis,  p.  208). 
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murorum  villae  predictae  et  fortium  ibidem  vocatorum  Bulwerkes1 
iam  in  magna  ruina  et  decasu  existentium  quae  per  predictos 
Maiorem,  Ballivos  et  Burgenses  eiusdem  villae  et  successores  suos 
reparari  debent  quam  pro  eo  qaod  dicta  villa  est  frontera  iacens 
super  costeras  maris  versus  Normandiam,  Franciam  et  alias 
australes  partes  inibi  in  resistentiam  inimicorum  nostrorum 
ibidem  regnum  nostrum  Angliae  invadere  volentium  scita  existit, 
et  qnod  predicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  eandem  villam 
contra  inimicos  regni  nostri  defendere  semper  hactenus  parati 
fuerunt,  et  in  future  pro  posse  suo  defendere  intendunt  prout 
tenentnr,  et  nobis  modo  promittunt,  ac  quod  dicti  Maior,  Ballivi 
et  Burgenses  et  successores  sui  eandem  villam  muros,  municiones 
et  littora  maris  ibidem  de  et  cum  municionibus  bellicis  ad  eorum 
magna  custus  et  onera  reparaverunt  et  fortificaverunt  cepar  (?) 
et  indies  reparere  et  sustinere  tenentur  cogent"1  et  intendunt. 
Nos  ideo  prernissa  considerantes  et  gratia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex 
certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  nostris  ac  pro  maiori  securitate 
dictorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  et  successorum 
suorum  dedimus  et  concessimus,  perdonavimus,  remissimus  et 
relaximus  ac  per  presentes  damns  et  concedimus  perdonamus 
remittimus  et  relaxamus  pro  nobis,  haeredibus  et  successoribus 
nostris  eisdem  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  centum  et 
quinquaginta  libras  annuas  parcellam  predictarum  ducentarum 
librarum  annuarum  quas  dicti  Maior  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  nostri 
dicttte  villae  nostrae  de  Southampton  predictae  ad  receptam  scacciirii 
nostri  pro  feodi  firma  eiusdem  villae  nobis  et  progenitoribus  nostris 
virtute  feodi  firmae  predictae  reddiderunt  seu  reddere  tenebantur, 
ac  omnes  denariorum  summas  et  arreragia  nobis,  haeredibus  et 
successoribus  n"nris  de  predictis  centum  et  quinquaginta  libris 
annuis  parcellis  d"tarum  ducentarum  librarum  pro  feodi  firma 
predictaa  festo  sal"  ti  MichaeIisArchangeli  ultimo  preterite  imperpetuum 
debitarnni  et  debendarui".  Proviso  semper  q""d  cum  aliquae  naves 
Jane  vocatae  "  le  Carickes  of  Jeane  "  sive  aliqiv'e  naves  Venici"e 
vocatae  "  lez  Galeys  of  Venece  "  ad  portum  d'Te  vilT'e  confluent 
ac  merces  et  mercimonia  sua  ibidem  discarcabunt  et  exonerabunt 
ac  eskippabunt  seu  recarcabunt,  ac  qllod  dicta  parva  custuma 
ibidem  in  aliquo  anno  sive  quibuscumque  annis  imposterum 
attinget  ad  dictam  suu'mam  ducentarum  librarum  quod  tune 


i  These  forts  were  probably  the  towers  erected  at  intervals  along  the  walls,  the  ruins  of  which  may 
still  be  seen.  The  Arundel  Tower  at  the  N.W.  angle  is  the  most  conspicuous.  It  is  not  possible  to 
identify  alL  Some  were  called  after  their  lessees,  for  the  towers  were  generally  leased  out  by  the  Cor- 
poration. In  1517  one  was  let  to  Master  Dr.  Fawne,  Rector  of  All  Saints,  at  twelve  pence  a  year,  "as 
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walls  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  of  the  forts  there  called 
bulwarks  now  being  in  great  ruin  and  decay,  which  must  be 
repaired  by  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
same  town  and  their  successors,  as  well  for  the  reason  that 
the  said  town  is  a  frontier  lying  upon  the  sea  coast  towards 
Normandy,  France  and  other  southern  parts,  for  the  resistance 
of  our  enemies  wishing  to  invade  our  kingdom  of  England,  and 
because  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  have  hitherto 
ever  been  ready  to  defend  the  same  town  against  the  enemies 
of  our  kingdom,  and  in  the  future  intend  to  defend  it  to  the  best 
of  their  ability  as  they  are  bounden  and  have  lately  promised, 
and  because  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their 
successors  have  repaired  and  fortified  the  same  town,  its  walls, 
fortifications  and  the  shores  of  the  sea  there  of  and  with  warlike 
fortifications  at  their  own  great  cost  and  burden  and  are 
bounden,  compelled  and  do  intend  to  repair  and  sustain  them 
daily.  We,  therefore,  considering  the  premisses  and  of  our 
special  grace  and  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  and  for 
the  greater  security  of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors,  have  given  and  granted,  pardoned,  remitted 
and  released  and  by  these  presents  do  give  and  grant,  pardon, 
remit  and  release  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the  same 
now  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  £150  annually,  parcel  of  the 
aforesaid  ^200  annually,  which  our  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  our  said  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid  shall 
render  or  be  bound  to  render  at  the  receipt  of  our  exchequer  for 
the  fee  farm  of  the  same  town  to  us  and  our  progenitors  by 
virtue  of  the  fee  farm  aforesaid,  and  the  sums  of  pence  and 
arrears  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  of  the  aforesaid  ^150 
annually,  parcel  of  the  said  £200  owed  and  to  be  owed  for  the 
fee  farm  aforesaid  from  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel 
last.  Provided  always  that  when  any  ships  of  Genoa  called  the 
carracks  of  Genoa  or  any  ships  of  Venice  called  the  galleys  of 
Venice  shall  come  to  the  port  of  the  said  town  and  shall  there 
discharge  and  unload  and  ship  or  recharge  their  goods  and 
merchandise,  and  that  the  said  petty  customs  there  in  any  year 
or  years  in  the  future  shall  reach  the  said  sum  of  £200,  that  the 


long  as  it  shall  please  the  said  doctor  to  occupy  It,  except  in  time  of  war."  Similarly  we  have  Overey's 
and  Brodock'g  Towers,  Shoemakers'  and  Oopers1  Towers,  and  the  same  tower  may  have  gone  from  time 
to  time  under  different  names.  (Davies1  Hitt.  of  Southampton,  p.  78,  n.) 
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dicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predictae  et  eorum 
antecessores  pro  feodi  firma  predicta  reddent  et  solvent  nobis, 
haeredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  pro  quolibet  tali  anno  quo 
dicta  parva  custuma  in  se  attinget  ad  dictam  summam  ducentarum 
librarum  ut  prefertur  aut  qllod  aliquae  tales  naves  vocatae  "the 
Carickes  of  Jeane"  aut  aliquae  tales  naves  vocatae  "  the  Galeys 
of  Venyce "  ad  portum  dictae  villae  venient  ut  predict"m  est 
ducentas  libras  legalis  monetae  Angliae  dicta  donacione,  conces- 
sione,  p''rdonac1one,  remissione  et  relaxacioue,  dictarum  centum  et 
quinquaginta  librarum  aut  aliquo  in  presentibus  content0  in 
contrarium  non  obstant0.  Proviso  etiam  et  volumus  quod  si 
predicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predictile  sive  successores 
sui  non  certincent  nobis,  haeredibus  seu  successoribus  nostris 
deinceps  annuatim  in  scacca"um  nostrum  per  eorum  sufficiens 
scriptum  sub  eorum  Coinmmii  sigillo  ante  quindenam  sam'ti  Michaelis 
Archang(Ii  et  ante  soluc1o"em  dlctae  feodi  nrm"e  de  vero  numero 
dlctarum  navium  vocat"1'""'  carickes  et  du'tarum  navium  voclltac 
Galeys  iblck'm  venientium  ut  plpdu'tum  est  de  dlcta  su^'ma  parv"e 
custunr'e  in  dieta  villa  contingent18  et  ibidem  emergenrtac  eodem 
anno  quo  certificacio  erit  facienda  q"°d  tune  presens  concessio, 
confirmacio,  relaxacio  et  remissio  du't!1e  summae  centum  et 
quinquaginta  librarum  parcel!'10  dK'tae  feodi  firnr'e  ducentarum 
librarum  per  annum  vacua  erunt  et  cassa  imperpetmim,  et  quod 
tune  bene  liceat  nobis  haered'1'"8  et  successoribus  n"stris  per 
vicecomit01"  et  alios  officiarios  nostros  in  dlcta  villa  pro  predlcta 
feodi  firma  ducentanim  librarum  distringere  et  districciones  sic  et 
ibldcm  captas  abducere  et  retinere  quousque  nos,  haeredes  et 
successores  nostri  de  clk'ta  feodi  firma  ducentarum  librarum 
plenarie  fuerint  satisfact1  et  persolut1.  Proviso  etiam  et  volumus 
q"°d  prcdicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villne  prcdi('t"e  et  eorum 
successores  aut  aliqui  subditi  nostri  cuiuscumque  civitatis  villae 
sive  loci  deinceps  non  solvant  nee  solvere  tenent"1'  aliquam 
parvam  custumam  in  portu  predlcto  alitcr  sive  aliquo  alio  modo 
r!ltione  harum  littorarum  nostrarum  patentiulu  q"am  ipsi  seu  eorum 
aliquis  preantea  sive  modo  solvere  consueverunt  sive  tenent111'. 
Eo  quod  expressa  mentio  de  vero  valore  annuo  promissorum  seu 
eorum  alicuius  aut  de  aliis  donis  seu  concessionibus  per  nos  seu 
per  aliquem  progenitorum  n^rorum  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  villae  predlctae  sive  eorum  predecessoribus  ante  haec 
tempora  factis  in  presentibus  minime  facta  existit  aut  aliquo 
statuto,  actu,  ordinac^e  sive  restriccione  inde  in  contrarium 
factis  editis  ordinatu  sive  provisis  aut  aliqua  alia  re,  causa  vel 
materia  quacumque  in  aliquo  non  obstante. 
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then  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid 
and  their  predecessors  shall  render  and  pay  for  the  fee  farm 
aforesaid  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  any  such  year  in 
which  the  said  petty  customs  in  themselves  shall  reach  the  said 
sum  of  £200  as  aforesaid  or  that  any  such  ships  called  the 
carracks  of  Genoa  or  any  such  ships  called  the  galleys  of  Venice 
shall  come  to  the  port  of  the  aforesaid  town,  as  aforesaid,  the 
said  donation,  concession,  pardon,  remission  and  relaxation  of 
the  said  £"150  or  anything  contained  in  these  presents  on  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided  also  and  we  will  that  if 
the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid 
or  their  successors  do  not  certify  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors, 
thereafter  every  year  into  our  exchequer  by  their  sufficient 
writing  under  their  common  seal  15  days  before  the  feast  of 
St.  Michael  the  Archangel  and  before  the  payment  of  the  said 
fee  farm,  about  the  true  number  of  the  said  ships  called  carracks 
and  of  the  said  ships  called  galleys  there  coming,  as  aforesaid, 
and  about  the  said  sum  of  the  petty  customs  contingent  in  the 
said  town  and  thence  emerging  in  the  same  year  in  which  the 
certification  should  be  made,  that  then  the  present  concession, 
confirmation,  relaxation  and  remission  of  the  said  sum  of  £150, 
parcel  of  the  said  fee  farm  of  ^200  per  annum,  shall  be  void 
and  cancelled  for  ever,  and  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors  to  distrain  by  our  sheriff  and  other 
officers  in  the  said  town  for  the  aforesaid  farm  of  £200,  and  to 
take  and  hold  the  distraints  thus  and  thence  taken  as  long  as 
we,  our  heirs  and  successors  shall  have  been  fully  satisfied  and 
paid  for  the  said  fee  farm  of  ^200.  Provided  also  and  we  will 
that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
aforesaid  and  their  successors,  or  any  of  our  subjects  of  any  city, 
town  or  place,  do  not  pay  nor  are  held  to  pay  any  petty 
customs  in  the  port  aforesaid  otherwise  or  in  any  other  way  by 
reason  of  these  our  letters  patent  than  they  themselves  or  any  of 
them  heretofore  or  lately  have  been  wont  or  are  bound  to  pay. 
Provided  that  express  mention  of  the  true  annual  value  of  the 
premisses  or  any  of  them  or  of  other  gifts  or  concessions  by  us 
or  by  any  of  our  progenitors  made  to  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  or  their  successors 
hitherto  is  made  in  these  presents,  any  statute,  act,  ordinance  or 
restriction  thence  on  the  contrary  made,  decreed,  ordained  or 
provided  or  any  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 
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End  of 
Edward  YI's 
Charter, 
1553. 

The  Mayor, 
etc.,  say  that 
the  year's 
duties  only 
amount  to 
£53-17-2. 


They  say 
that  the 
Mayor,  etc., 
did  certify 
this  fact 
to  the 
Exchequer, 
and  paid  in 
the  above 
sum. 


Certificate 
of  the  same. 


In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  \Vestmouasterium  quarto  die  Aprilis 
anno  regni  nostri  sexto. 

Etdicunt  ulterius  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  quod  parva 
custuma  in  villa  predicta  a  predicto  festo  sancti  Michaelis  archangeli 
prcdicto  anno  quinto  prefati  domini  Regis  nunc  usque  idem  festum 
saucti  Michaclis  predicto  anno,  sexto  eiusdem  domini  Regis  ad 
summam  quinquaginta  trium  librarum  septemdecim  solidorum 
et  duorum  denariorum  et  non  ultra  pro  toto  eodem  anno  attinge- 
bat,  qnodque  aliquae  naves  vocatae  carickes  de  Jeane  aut  aliquae 
naves  vocatae  "  Galeys  of  Venece "  ad  portum  predlctae  villae 
Suthampton  cum  merchandizis  suis  ad  aliquod  tempus  infra 
festa  predicta  non  venerunt  nee  aliquas  merchandizas  suas 
ibidem  peridem  tempus  discarcabant,  eskippabant  seu  recarca- 
bant. 

Et  dicunt  etiam  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  quod  ipsi 
hoc  presenti  anno  per  Johannem  Caplyn1  Maiorem  villae  predictae 
Thomam  Harryson  et  Ricardum  Hank)'ns,  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
eiusdem  vill°e  iuxta  formam  dlctarum  lltterarum  patentium  prefati 
domini  regis  nunc  ante  predictam  quindenam  sancti  Michaelis 
archangeli  et  ante  soluc'onem  dlctae  feodi  firmae  videllcet  sexto  die 
Octobris  predicto  anno  sexto  prefati  domini  regis  nunc  certifica- 
verunt  eidem  domino  regi  in  scaccarium  predictum  apud  West- 
monasterium  per  eorum  sufficiens  scriptum  sub  eorum  commuui  sigillo 
summam  parvue  custumae  in  dicta  villa  contingentis  et  ibidem 
emergentis  a  prcdicto  festo  saucti  Michaclis  predicto  anno  quinto 
prefati  domini  regis  nunc  usque  idem  festum  sancti  Michaelis  predicto 
anno  sexto  eiusdem  dou"ni  regis  pro  toto  illo  anno  videllcet  quin- 
quaginta tres  libras  septemdecim  solidos  et  duos  denarios, 
quodque  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predlctae  predictam 
summam  quinquaginta  librarum  ad  predictum  festum  sancti 
Michaelis  Archaugeli  predicto  anno  sexto  debitam  ad  predictam  recep- 
tam  scaccarii  p'edlctT  bene  et  fideliter  persolverunt  iuxta  tenorem 
predictamrn  litterarum  patentium  ipsius  domini  regis  nunc  quorum- 
quidem  certificac'onis  et  scripti  prcdicti  tenor  sequit"1  in  haec  verba. 

Honorabilibus  et  discretis  viris  donunis  suis  (de)  thesaurario  et 
Baronibus  de  scaccario  potentissimi  principis  domlni  nostri  Edwardi 
sexti  dei  gratia  Angliae,  Franciae  et  Hiberniae  regis,  fidei  defen- 


l  Spelt  variously,  Caplen,  Capelln,  Caplyne.  Mayor  two  years  In  succession,  1552-1553,  M.P.  1562. 
Early  In  Elizabeth's  reign  the  town  was  Indebted  to  him  for  various  sums  and  "  of  his  good  natuer  and 
accustomed  goodness  Is  contente  that  his  own  dette  shalbe  laste  payed."  No  repairs  were  to  be 
executed  for  the  town  or  any  money  transactions  negotiated  without  the  cognizance  of  John  Caplen. 
(Bokt  of  Remembrance*,  f.  90.) 
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In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent 
to  be  made.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  4th 
day  of  April  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  reign. 

And  further,  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  say 
that  the  petty  customs  in  the  town  aforesaid  from  the  aforesaid 
feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  in  the  aforesaid  fifth  year  of 
the  aforesaid  now  king  to  the  same  feast  of  St.  Michael  in  the 
aforesaid  sixth  year  of  the  same  lord  king  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  £53  175.  2d.  and  not  more  for  the  whole  of  the  same  year, 
and  that  no  ships  called  carracks  of  Genoa  and  no  ships  called 
galleys  of  Venice  came  to  the  port  of  the  aforesaid  town  of 
Southampton  with  their  merchandise  at  any  time  between  the 
same  feasts,  nor  did  they  discharge,  ship  or  recharge  any 
merchandise  there  during  the  same  time. 

And  also  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  say  that 
during  this  present  year,  by  John  Caplyn,  the  mayor  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  Thomas  Harryson  and  Richard  Hankyns,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  same  town,  after  the  form  of  the  said  letters 
patent  of  the  aforesaid  lord  now  king  within  the  aforesaid 
fifteen  days  before  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  and 
before  the  payment  of  the  said  fee  farm,  viz.,  on  the  6th  day  of 
October  in  the  aforesaid  sixth  year  of  the  aforesaid  lord  now 
king,  have  certified  to  the  same  lord  king  into  the  exchequer 
aforesaid  at  Westminster  by  their  sufficient  writing  under  their 
common  seal  the  sum  of  the  petty  customs  arising  in  the  said 
town  and  there  emerging  from  the  aforesaid  feast  of  St.  Michael 
in  the  aforesaid  fifth  year  of  the  aforesaid  lord  now  king  to  the 
same  feast  of  St.  Michael  in  the  aforesaid  sixth  year  of  the  same 
lord  king  for  the  whole  of  that  year,  viz.,  £53  175.  2d.,  and  that 
the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid 
have  well  and  faithfully  paid  the  aforesaid  sum  of  £50  at  the 
aforesaid  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  in  the  aforesaid 
sixth  year  due  to  the  aforesaid  exchequer  after  the  tenor  of  the 
aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the  said  lord  now  king,  of  which  the 
tenor  of  the  certification  and  writing  aforesaid  follows  in  these 
words  :  To  the  honourable  and  discrete  men  their  lords  of  the 
treasury  and  to  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  of  the  most  powerful 
prince  our  Lord  Edward  VI.  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Eng- 
land, France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  on  earth 
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soris  et  in  terra  ecclesiae  Anglicanae  et  Hibernicae  supremi  capitis 
apud  \VestmonaPterinm  Johannis  Caplyn  Maior  villae  Suthampton, 
Thomas  Herreson  et  Ricardus  Hankens  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 
eiusdem  Villae  omuimodas  reverentias  debitas  cum  honore,  nos 
significamus  et  certiores  facimus  vestros  honores  quod  nullae 
naves  Jane  vocatae  "  Carickes  of  Jeane  "  aut  naves  de  Venecia 
vocatae  "  le  Galeys  of  Venece  "  se  disoneraverunt  de  ullis  merci- 
moniis  in  portu  Suthampton  nee  quod  ullae  naves  ut  antea  dlctum 
est  se  oneraverunt  aut  reportaverunt  ullas  merces  transportandis 
a  predicto  portu  Suthnmpton  a  festo  sancti  Michaelis  anno  quinto 
regni  dk'ti  domini  regis  nunc  usque  idem  festum  sancti  Michaelis 
ultimo  elapsum,  et  insuper  q"cd  parva  custuma  dictae  villae 
devenit  ad  summam  quinquaginta  trium  librarum  septemdecim 
solidorum  et  duorum  denariorum  et  non  ultra  pro  dicto  tempore 
vestros  igitur  honores  obtestamur  hanc  nostram  certificac1onem 
gratam  habere  et  ratificare  secuud"m  formam  et  effectum  n°9trae 
concessionis  nobis  per  dom'num  regem  nunc  factam.  In  cuius  rei 
testimonium  sigillum  nostrnm  cominuuem  hiis  apponi  fecimus. 
Datnm  in  Guihalda  dictae  villae  Southampton  tertio  die  Octobris 
anno  dicti  domini  regis  nunc  sexto. 
They  are  Ouae  omnia  et  singula  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 

parati  sunt  verificare  prout  curia  etc.  Unde  non  intendunt  q"°d 
dlctus  domlnus  rex  nunc  ipsos  pro  predictis  centum  et  quinquaginta 
libris  parcellis  prodictarum  ducentarum  librarum  ulterius  impetere 

They  beg  the  seu   occ'onare    velit.      Et  petunt   iudicium   q^d    tarn  ipsi    qliam 
remission  of 

the  aforesaid  prefatus  Johaunes   Fletcher   nuper   vicecomes   villae   predictae   de 

£150,  predlctis    centum    et    quinquaginta    libris    parcellis    predlctarum 

ducentarum  librarum  de  feodi  firma  predicta  ad  predictum  festum 

sancti  Michaelis  archangeli  predicto  anno  sexto  prefati  domini   regis 

nunc  debit8™"1  et  de  qualibet  inde  parcella  erga  dlctum  dominum 

and  that       regem  nunc  exonerentur  et  eorum   quilibet  exoneretur,   quodque 

Buccessora     tarn  ipsi  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  successores  sui 

maybe         quam  omnes  et  singuli  nunc  et  qui  ex  nunc  erunt  vicecomites 

discharged  ~ 

of  the  £150    pred'°tae  villae  Suthampton  de  pred  tis  centum  et  quinquaginta 


terms6  8am8  bris  annuis  parcellis  prodictarum  ducentarum  librarum  de  feodi 
firma  predicta  pro  quolibet  tali  anno  futuro  quo  prodlcta  parva  cus- 
tuma ad  predictam  summam  ducentarum  librarum  pro  aliquo  tali 
anno  non  attinget  aut  in  quo  aliquae  naves  vocatae  carickes  de 
Jeane  sive  aliquae  naves  vocatae  Galies  de  Venece  ad  predlctnm 
portum  villae  predlctae  cum  merchandizis  suis  non  venient  neque 
ibidem  discarcabunt,  eskippabunt  seu  recarcabunt  super  certifica- 
c'o^s  prefatorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  per  eorum 
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supreme  head  of  the  Churches  of  England  and  Ireland  at  West- 
minster. We,  John  Caplyn,  mayor  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
Thomas  Harrison  and  Richard  Hankins,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  same  town,  give  all  reverence  due  with  honour,  and  we 
signify  and  inform  your  honours  that  no  ships  of  Genoa  called 
carracks  of  Genoa  or  ships  of  Venice  called  galleys  of  Venice 
have  unloaded  any  merchandize  in  the  port  of  Southampton,  nor 
that  any  ships  as  aforesaid  have  loaded  or  imported  any  goods 
to  be  transported  from  the  said  port  of  Southampton  from  the 
feast  of  St.  Michael  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  lord 
now  king  to  the  same  feast  of  St.  Michael  last,  and  moreover 
that  the  petty  customs  of  the  said  town  came  to  the  sum  of 
£53  175.  2d.  and  not  more  for  the  said  time,  therefore  we  testify 
to  your  honours  that  this  our  certification  has  been  ratified  in 
accordance  with  the  form  and  effect  of  our  concession  made  to 
us  by  our  lord  now  king.  In  testimony  of  which  thing  we  have 
had  our  common  seal  affixed  to  these  presents.  Dated  in  the 
Guildhall  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton  on  the  3rd  day  of 
October  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  said  lord  now  king. 

All  and  every  of  which  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  are  prepared  to  verify  as  the  court,  etc.  Whence  they 
do  not  intend  that  the  said  lord  now  king  should  wish  further 
to  make  demand  or  occasion  for  the  aforesaid  £150.  And  they 
ask  judgment  that  as  well  themselves  as  the  aforesaid  John 
Fletcher,  late  sheriff  of  the  town  aforesaid,  should  be  one  and  all 
exonerated  from  the  aforesaid  ^150,  parcel  of  the  aforesaid  £"200 
of  the  aforesaid  fee  farm,  due  on  the  aforesaid  feast  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  in  the  aforesaid  sixth  year  of  the  aforesaid  lord 
now  king  and  from  any  parcel  thence  due  to  the  said  lord  now 
king,  and  that  as  well  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  their 
successors  as  all  and  singular  now  and  who  henceforth  shall  be 
sheriffs  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton,  should  be  one  and 
all  exonerated  from  the  aforesaid  ^150  annually,  parcel  of  the 
aforesaid  £"200  of  the  fee  farm  aforesaid,  for  any  such  future  year 
in  which  the  aforesaid  petty  customs  shall  not  attain  to  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  £200  for  any  such  year,  or  in  which  any  ships 
called  carracks  of  Genoa  or  any  ships  called  galleys  of  Venice 
shall  not  come  to  the  aforesaid  port  of  the  town  aforesaid  with 
their  merchandise,  nor  there  shall  discharge,  ship  or  recharge  on 
the  certifications  of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
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Because 
the  King's 
Attorney 
does  not 
deny  this, 

they  pray 

judgment 

Whereupon 
the  Barons 
give 

judgment 
that  the 
Mayor,  etc., 
be  dis- 
charged of 
the  debt. 


sufficiens  scriptum  sub  communi  sigillo  eorum  ante  quindenam 
sancti  Michaelis  archangeli  et  ante  solucionem  predictae  feodi  firmae  in 
scaccarium  predictum  iuxta  tenorem  formam  et  effectum  predlctarum 


litterarum   patentium   prefati    domlni    regis 


fact8 


exonerenttlr  et  eorum 


nunc    singulis   annis 
quilibet  exoneretnr.     Et  quia  curia 


vult  habere  deliberactonem  in  premissis  antequam  ulterius  etc. 
datus  est  dies  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  in  statu 
quo  nunc  usque  a  die  sancti  Hillarii  in  quindecim  dies  ad 
audiend™  et  faciendum  quod  etc.  Ad  quern  diem  prefati  Maior, 
Ballivi  et  Burgenses  venerunt  hie  per  attornatum  suum  predlctum 
et  petunt  iudicium  suum  ut  prius.  Et  Edwardus  Gryffyn  armiger 
attornatus  dotulni  regis  nunc  generalis  qui  pro  eodem  domino  rege 
sequitnr.  Pro  eo  quod  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  certifica- 
verunt  prefato  domino  regi  in  scaccarlum  hie  ante  predictam  quinde- 
nam sancti  Michaelis  et  ante  solucjonem  feodi  firmae  predictae 
videlicet  sexto  die  Octobris  predicto  anno  sexto  summam  parvae 
custumae  in  dlcta  villa  per  predlctum  tempus  contingentem  quodque 
satis  constat  eidem  attornato  regis  per  unam  talliam1  levatam 
vicessimo  secnndo  die  Octobris  predicto  anno  sexto  prefati  domini 
regis  nunc  quod  predicti  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  predictam 
summam  quinquaginta  librarum  eidem  domino  regi  iuxta  tenorem 
formam  et  elTeetum  predictarum  litterarum  patentium  ipsius  domini 
regis  nunc  solverunt,  et  qnod  idem  attornatus  doinini  regis  predic'tas 
litteras  patentes  prefati  domini  regis  nunc  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  in  forma  predlcta  confectas  aut  predK'tam  certi- 
ficac^em  eorundem  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  contra- 
dicere  non  potest,  ideo  idem  attornatus  regis  non  dedicit  sed 
fatetur  omnia  et  singula  per  prefatos  Maiorem,  Ballivos  et 
Burgenses  in  forma  predlcta  placitata  in  omnibus  fore  vera  prout 
iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  superius  placitando  allega- 
verunt.  Et  super  hoc  pr'  fati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  petunt 
iudicium  suum  ut  prius.  Et  visis  premissis  per  Barones  habitaque 
matura  deliberacione  inde  inter  eosdem  consideratum  est  per 
eosdem  Barones  qll°d  tarn  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 
quam  predictus  Johannes  Fletcher  nuper  vicecomes  villae  predictae 
de  predictis  centum  et  quinquaginta  libris  parcellis  predictarum 


1  The  Talley  was  originally  a  stick  cut  Into  two  parts,  on  each  of  which  was  marked  with  notches 
or  scores  what  was  due  between  debtor  and  creditor.  This  was  the  ancient  way  of  keeping  accounts, 
one  part  being  kept  by  the  creditor,  the  other  by  the  debtor.  Hence  the  Talller  of  the  Exchequer, 
later  called  the  Teller.  There  were  two  kind*  of  Tallies  mentioned  in  our  Statutes,  which  had  been 
long  used  in  the  Exchequer ;  the  one  was  termed  Tallies  of  Debt  which  were  In  the  nature  of  an 
acquittance  for  debte  paid  to  the  king,  on  the  payment  of  which  these  Tallies  were  delivered  to  the 
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by  their  sufficient  writing  under  their  common  seal  the  i5th  day 
before  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  and  before  the  pay- 
ment of  the  aforesaid  fee  farm  into  the  exchequer  aforesaid  after 
the  tenor,  form  and  effect  of  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the 
aforesaid  lord  now  king  made  year  by  year.  And  because  the 
court  wishes  to  deliberate  concerning  the  premisses  before  further, 
etc..  a  day  has  been  appointed  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  arid 
burgesses  in  statu  quo  now  from  the  day  of  St.  Hilary  within 
15  days  for  hearing  and  doing  what,  etc.  On  which  day  the 
aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  have  come  here  by  their 
attorney  aforesaid  and  seek  their  judgment  as  before.  And 
Edward  Gryffyn,  Esq.,  general  attorney  of  our  lord  now  king, 
who  follows  for  the  same  lord  king.  For  the  reason  that  the 
aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  have  certified  to  the 
aforesaid  lord  king  to.  his  exchequer  here  on  the  I5th  day  before 
the  feast  of  St.  Michael  and  before  the  payment  of  the  fee  farm 
aforesaid,  viz.,  on  the  6th  day  of  October  in  the  aforesaid  sixth 
year  the  sum  of  the  petty  customs  contingent  in  the  said  town 
for  the  aforesaid  town,  and  that  it  is  evident  to  the  same  king's 
attorney  by  a  talley  raised  on  the  22nd  day  of  October  in  the 
aforesaid  sixth  year  of  the  aforesaid  lord  now  king  that  the  afore- 
said mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  have  now  paid  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  ^"50  to  the  same  lord  king  in  accordance  with  the  tenor 
and  effect  of  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the  said  lord  now 
king,  and  that  the  same  attorney  of  the  lord  king  cannot  con- 
tradict the  aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the  aforesaid  lord  now 
king  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  written  in  the 
form  aforesaid  or  the  aforesaid  certification  of  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  ;  therefore  the  same  attorney  of  the  king 
does  not  deny  but  acknowledges  that  all  and  singular  the  pleas 
of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  in  the  form  afore- 
said be  true  in  every  respect  as  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  have  alleged  in  their  pleading  above.  And  moreover, 
the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  do  seek  their  judg- 
ment as  before.  And  these  premisses  being  viewed  by  the  barons 
and  mature  deliberation  being  had  thence  amongst  the  same, 
it  hath  been  considered  by  the  same  barons  that  as  well  the 


debtors,  who  carried  them  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  Office  and  received  an  acquittance  in  parchment  for 
their  full  discharge.  The  others  were  Tallies  of  Reward  or  Allowance,  made  to  sheriffs  of  counties  as 
a  recompense  for  such  matters  as  they  had  performed  to  their  charge,  or  such  money  as  was  cast  upon 
them  In  their  accounts.  In  the  Exchequer  there  was  a  Talley  Court,  where  attended  the  two  deputy 
Chamberlains  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Talley  Cutter ;  and  a  Talley  was  generally  the  king's  acquit- 
tance for  money  paid  or  lent.  (Lex  Constitvtionit,  205.) 

c 
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ducentarum   librarum   de   feodi   firma    predicta    ad   predictum 

festum  sancti  Michaelis  archangeli  predicto  anno  sexto  prefati  d'"nini 

regis   nunc   debitnrum  et  de  qualibet  inde  parcella  erga  diotum 

dominum  regem  nunc  exonerentur  et  eorum  quilibet  exoneretur. 

And  that       Quodque  tarn  prefati  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  successores 

their  *"          su^  qnam  omnes  et  singuli  nunc  et  qui  extunc  erunt  vicecomites 

successorsbe  villae  predll'tlle  de  predictis  centum  et  quinquaginta  libris  annuis 

from  the        parcellis  predictarum  ducentarum  librarum  pro  feodi  firma  predlcta 

provided        Pro  quolib^   tali  anno  future    quo  predu'ta  parva    custuma    ad 

that  the        predietam  summam  ducentarum  librarum  pro  aliquo  tali  anno  non 


tc.  attinget  aut  in  quo  aliquae  naves  vocafe  carickes  de  Jeane  sive 
aliqu"e  naves  vocatae  Galyes  de  Venece  ad  predict""1  portum 
villae  predlctae  cum  merchandizis  suis  non  venient  neque  ibidem 
discarcabunt  et  eskippabimt  sen  recarcabunt  super  certificac!ones 
prefatorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  per  eorum 
sumciens  scriptum  sub  com"'uni  sigillo  eorum  ante  quindenam 
sancti  Michaelis  archangcli  et  ante  solucV'em  predicfe  feodi  firmae 
in  scaccarium  predirtum  iuxta  tenorem,  formam  et  effectum  predictarum 
rtterarum  patentium  plcfati  d'1mini  regis  nunc  singulis  annis  facta 
exonerent"1'  et  eorum  quilibet  exoneret"1'  pretextu  premissorum. 
Record  Salvo  semper  iure  regis  si  etc.  Nos  autem  tenorem  record  i 
at  request  of  predieti  ad  requisicionem  dilectorum  nobis  Joh:"mis  Caplyn  Maioris 
Recorder™1  et  Thom"e  Mylle  recordatoris  villae  predlctae  sub  sigillo  scaccarii 
nostri  duximus  exemplificand1"1'  p01'  presentes.  In  cuius  rei  testi- 
monium  has  l'ucras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  pre- 
dilecto  consanguineo  et  consiliario  nostro  Willelmo  Marchione 
Wintou  Thesaurario  nostro  Angliae  apud  Westmonasterium 
vicessimo  septimo  die  Aprilis  anno  regni  nostri  septimo. 
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aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  as  the  aforesaid  John 
Fletcher,  late  sheriff  of  the  town  aforesaid,  have  each  and  every 
discharged  the  aforesaid  ^"150,  parcel  of  the  aforesaid  £200  of 
the  fee  farm  aforesaid,  due  on  the  aforesaid  feast  of  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel  in  the  aforesaid  sixth  year  of  the  aforesaid  lord  now 
king.  And  whereas  as  well  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors  as  all  and  singular  the  now  and 
who  henceforth  shall  be  sheriffs  of  the  aforesaid  town,  have  each 
and  every  discharged  the  said  ^"150  each  year,  parcel  of  the 
aforesaid  £"200  for  the  fee  farm  aforesaid  for  any  such  future 
year  in  which  the  aforesaid  petty  customs  shall  not  attain  to  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  £"200  for  any  such  year  or  in  which  any  ships 
called  carracks  of  Genoa  or  any  ships  called  galleys  of  Venice 
shall  not  come  to  the  aforesaid  port  of  the  town  aforesaid  with 
their  merchandise  and  there  shall  not  discharge  and  ship  or 
recharge  on  the  certification  of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  by  their  sufficient  writing  under  their  common  seal  on 
the  1 5th  day  before  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  and 
before  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  fee  farm  into  the  exchequer 
aforesaid  in  accordance  with  the  tenor,  form  and  effect  of  the 
aforesaid  letters  patent  of  the  aforesaid  lord  now  king  made 
every  year  by  pretext  of  the  premisses.  Save  always  the  king's 
right,  etc.  We,  however,  have  considered  that  the  tenor  of  the 
record  aforesaid  at  the  request  of  our  beloved  John  Caplyn, 
mayor,  and  of  Thomas  Mylle,  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid, 
under  the  seal  of  our  exchequer,  should  be  exemplified  by  these 
presents.  Witnessed  by  our  well  beloved  cousin  and  councillor, 
William,  Marquis  of  Winchester,  our  Treasurer  of  England,  at 
Westminster,  the  2yth  day  of  April,  in  the  seventh  year  of  our 
reign.  [A.D.  1553.] 
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XXI. 
1   &  2  PHILIP  &  MARY,  1554. 


Letters 
Patent 
granting  to 
the  Town 
of  South- 
ampton 
sole  right  of 
importing 
wine  and 
exporting 
wool. 


Philippus  et  Maria  Dei  gracia  Rex  et  Regina  Angliae  Franciae 
Neapolis  Jerusalem  et  Hibernine,  fidei  defensores,  Principes 
Hispaniarum  et  Siciliae  Archduces  Austriile,  Duces  Mediolani 
Burgundiae  et  Brabanti"e,  Countes  Haspurgi  Flandri!le  et  Tirolis, 
Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salutem.  Cum 
villa  et  portus  noster  Southalnpt°"  in  comitatu  nostro  villae 
Southampt"n  temporibus  precharissimi  patris  nostri  et  progen- 
itorum  nostrorum  Celebris  et  opulent"  extitit  tarn  importacione 
merciuin  in  dictum  portum  qnam  exportacione  ab  eodem  max- 
ime  q"°d  Naves  et  vasa  quaecumque  vinis  malvaticis  anglice 
vocatls  malviseis  onust:le  a  partibus  transmarinis  venientes 
ad  dictum  portum  de  appellere  solebant  ac  apud  villain  pre- 
dictam  onus  seu  deponere,  Cum  etiam  q"°d  Naves  et  vasa 
quaecumque  quae  lanas  portabant  extra  hoc  Regnu111  nostrum 
versus  levent  in  partibus  transmarinis  sitam  apud  Villam  et 
portum  predict11"1  onus  suum  recipere  consevere  quaequidem  con- 
suetudo  paucis  iam  retro  annus1  a  malis  quibusdam  dirupta 
extitit.  Nos  bono  statui  dictae  Villae  et  portus  consulere  volentes 
eumque  meliorare  et  ditare  cupientes  dedimus  et  concessim"s  ac 
per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  damus 
et  concedimus  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  dictae  VilPe  nostrae 
Southamptou  et  successoribus  suis  quod  omnia  vina2  malvatica3 
anglice  vocata  Malveseis  quae  a  festo  Michaelis  proxline  sequente  a 
partibus  transmarinis  in  hoc  Regnum  nostrum  Angliae  trans- 
portata  fuerint  in  nulla  parte  dicti  Regni  nostri  Angliile  ad  terram 
deponentur  nisi  apud  Villam  et  Portum  predict11"1  prohibentes 
cuique  mercatori  Indiginae  sive  Alienigenae  per  presentes  ne  dicta 
vina  in  alio  Portu  sive  loco  huius  Regni  nostri  Angliae  deponat 
quam  in  Villa  et  Portu  predict0  sub  p°ena  solvendi  vobis'1  Here- 
dibus et  successoribus  nostris  triplicem  custumam  pro  eisdem 
vinis.  Proviso  semper  q"°d  si  quae  Naves  vel  vasa  diet1"  vinis 
onusta  naufragium  fecerit  Gubernator  Navis  vel  vasis  quo- 


1  i.e.  annia. 

2  The  wine  trade  In  Southampton  rose  to  importance  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II,  when  the  latter 
married  Elinor  of  Aqultalne.    The  wines  were  imported  from  Bordeaux.    There  are  Btlll  existing  many 
vaults  of  this  period  In  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  one  ancient  groined  apartment  in  Simnel  Street 
being  especially   worthy  of  mention.    Of.  A.  L.  Simon,  Hittory  of  the  Wine  Trade  in  England, 
Vol.  I,  p.  50,  etc. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Philip  and  Mary,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  and  Queen  of 
England,  France,  Naples,  Jerusalem  and  Ireland,  Defenders  of 
the  Faith,  Princes  of  the  Spains  and  Sicily,  Archdukes  of  Austria, 
Dukes  of  Milan,  Burgundy  and  Brabant,  Counts  of  Hapsburg, 
Flanders  and  Tyrol.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting.  Whereas  our  town  and  port  of  Southampton  in  our 
county  of  the  town  of  Southampton  in  the  times  of  our  beloved 
father  and  of  our  progenitors  was  celebrated  and  opulent  as 
well  by  the  importation  of  goods  into  the  said  port  as  by  the 
exportation  from  the  same,  especially  because  ships  and  vessels 
soever  laden  with  malvoisie  wines  (in  English  called  malmsey) 
coming  from  parts  across  the  seas  were  wont  to  call  at  the  said 
port  and  to  unload  their  cargoes  at  the  town  aforesaid  ;  and 
whereas  also  the  ships  and  vessels  soever  which  carry  wool  out 
of  this  our  kingdom  to  the  Levant  situated  in  parts  across  the 
seas  were  wont  to  take  in  their  cargo  at  the  town  and  port 
aforesaid,  which  custom  for  the  last  few  years  has  been 
interrupted  through  certain  ills.  We,  being  willing  to  consult 
the  good  of  the  said  town  and  port,  and  desiring  to  ameliorate 
and  enrich  it,  have  given  and  granted  and  by  these  presents  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  our  said  town  of  Southampton  and  to 
their  successors  that  all  the  malvoisie  wines  (in  English  called 
malmsey)  which  have  been  imported  from  parts  across  the  seas 
into  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  from  the  feast  of  St.  Michael 
next  ensuing  shall  be  landed  in  no  part  of  our  said  kingdom  of 
England  except  at  the  town  and  port  aforesaid,  prohibiting 
every  merchant,  native  or  foreign,  by  these  presents  not  to  land 
the  said  wines  in  any  other  port  or  place  of  this  our  kingdom 
than  in  the  town  and  port  aforesaid  under  the  penalty  of  paying 
to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  triple  the  duty  for  the  same 
wines.  Provided  always  that  if  any  ships  or  vessels  laden  with 
the  said  wines  shall  have  been  wrecked,  the  captain  of  the  ship 


8  These  wines  came  from  Napoli  di  Malvasia,  in  the  Morea,  and  were  of  the  red  and  white  varieties. 
Later  the  name  was  given  to  the  strong  sweet  white  wine  made  iu  Madeira.  The  name  occurs  In  the 
old  English  song  "  Simon  the  Cellarer." 


i.e.  nobis. 


38  CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


cumque  loco  voluerit  depcnere  possit  aliquo  premissorum  non 
obstante.  Dedimus  etiam  et  concessimus  pro  nobis  Heredibus  et 
successoribus  nostris  dictis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et 
successoribus  suis  q"°d  a  dicto  festo  sancti  Mich!l°'is  omnes  lanae! 
quae  portabuntur  extra  hoc  Regnum  versus  partes  de  levent 
predictas  prius  ad  Villam  et  Portuni  de  SouthnDlpton  predict11™ 
portabuntur  qui  mare  traiicientur  neque  in  alio  Portu  sive  loco 
infra  hoc  Regnum  nostrum  AngliHe  imponantur  Navi  sive  vase 
versus  predictas  partes  de  levent  transportandac  quam  in  dicto 
Portu  nostro  Southanil)ton  aliquo  sive  aliquibus  clausulis  aut  verbis 
in  quibuscunque  litteris  patentibus  nostris  de  licenciis  incon- 
trariu"1  post  hac  exprimendis  non  obstantibus  sub  p°ena  solvendi 
nobis  heredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  triplicem  custuinam  pro 
eisdem  lanis.  Habendum  et  tenendum  omnia  et  singula  pre- 
missa  eisdem  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  ac  successoribus 
suis  imperpetuu"1  de  dono  et  elargitione  nostra  absque  compoto 
seu  aliquo  alio  proinde  nobis  heredibus  vel  successoribus  nostris 
reddendo  solvendo  vel  faciendo.  Eo  q""d  expressa  mentio  de 
vero  valore  aim  us'2  aut  de  certitudine  premissorum  sive  eorum 
alicuius  aut  de  aliis  donis  sive  concessionibus  per  nos  seu  per 
aliquem  progenitorum  nostrorum  prefatis  Maiori  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  ante  haec  tempora  factis  in 
presentibus  minime  fact"  existit.  Aut  aliquo  statu  actu  ordin- 
acVe  provisione  sive  restriccione  incontrariu11'  inde  antehac 
edit/1  aut  ordinat"  seu  provis"  aut  aliqua  alia  re  causa  vel  materia 
quacumque  in  aliquo  non  obstant0.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu1"  has 
litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Testibus  nobis  ipsis  apud 
Castrum  nostrum  de  Wyndesore  nono  die  Augusti  Annis  reg- 
norum  nostrorum  primo  et  secundo. 


i  The  wool  trade  became  considerable  In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  The  custody  of  the  Iron,  or 
weighing  beam,  was  long  in  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick.  In  1275  It  appears  that  a  certain  tene- 
ment in  the  town  belonging  to  the  Earl  was  used  for  weighing  all  goods  in  Southampton  (Abbrev.  Plae. 
Mich.,  3  &  4,  Ed.  I).  As  early  as  1320  Edward  II  ordained  that  Southampton  should  be  one  of  the  eight 
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or  vessel  may,  if  he  shall  wish,  land  in  any  place  soever,  any  of 
the  premisses  notwithstanding.  We  have  also  given  and 
granted  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  to  their  successors,  that  all  the  wool 
which  shall  be  carried  from  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michael  without 
this  kingdom  towards  the  parts  of  the  Levant  aforesaid,  or 
exported  across  the  sea,  shall  be  first  carried  to  the  town  and 
port  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  and  shall  not  be  loaded  in  any 
port  or  place  within  this  our  kingdom  of  England  on  any  ship 
or  vessel  to  be  exported  towards  the  aforesaid  parts  of  the 
Levant  than  in  our  said  port  of  Southampton,  any  clause  or 
clauses  of  words  in  any  of  our  letters  patent  soever  concerning 
licences  expressed  hereafter  on  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
under  the  penalty  of  paying  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
triple  the  duty  for  the  same  wool.  Provided  all  and  singular 
the  premisses  are  held  and  kept  by  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors  for  ever  concerning  our  gift  and 
bounty  without  any  account  or  anything  else  to  be  rendered, 
paid  or  done  hereafter  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors.  Provided 
that  express  mention  of  the  true  annual  value  or  of  the  verity 
of  the  premisses  or  of  any  of  them  or  of  other  gifts  or  concessions 
granted  by  us  or  by  any  of  our  progenitors  to  the  aforesaid 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  heretofore  and 
not  mentioned  in  these  presents  is  stated.  Or  any  statute,  act, 
ordinance,  provision  or  restriction  on  the  contrary  heretofore 
decreed  or  ordained  or  provided  or  any  other  thing,  cause  or 
matter  soever  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.  In  testimony  of 
which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent  to  be  made. 
Witness  our  hand  at  our  Castle  of  Windsor  on  the  gth  day  of 
August,  in  the  first  and  second  year  of  our  reigns.  [A.D.  1554.] 


towns  from  which  alone  wool  could  be  exported,  the  others  being  "Weymouth,  Boston,  Yarmouth,  Hull, 
Lynn,  Ipswich  and  Newcastle. 


i.e.  annuo. 


4° 
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4   &    5   PHILIP   AND   MARY,   1657. 


Letters 
Patent 
reciting  the 
previous 
Letters 
Patent  of 
1  &  2  Philip 
and  Mary. 


Philippus  et  Maria  Dei  gracia  Rex  et  Regina  Angliae, 
Hispaniarum,  Franciae,  utriusque  Sicili"e,  Jerusalem  et  Hiberniae, 
fidei  Defensores,  Archiduces  Austriae,  Duces  Burgundiae, 
Mediolani  et  Brabantiae,  Countes  Haspurgi,  Flandriae,  et  Tirolis  : 
Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  liuY'e  pervenerint,  salutem.  Cum 
nos  per  litteras  n"stras  patentes  sub  magno  sigillo  n'(>tro  Angli"e 
confertas  gerentes  datum  apud  Castrum  nostrum  de  Windesore 
nono  die  August!  Annis  regnorum  n()strorum  primo  et  secundo 
pro  certis  causis  et  considerationibus  in  pred'°tis  litteris 
patentibus  content1*  et  specincatis  dederimus  et  concesserimus  pro 
nobis,  heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  diPtis  nob"  Maiori, 
ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  nostr"e  Southauipt"u  in  Commitatu 
n""lro  villae  Southa"lpt"n  et  Successoribus  suis  q""d  omnia  vina 
maluatica  anglice  vocuta  malveseis  quae  a  festo  s""cti  Mich111'1  is 
proximo  sequent0  dat"  dlctarum  llttlrarum  n°8trarum  patentiu"1 
partibus  transmarinis  in  hoc  regnum  nostr"m  Angl'afi  transportata 
fuerint  in  nulla  parte  di('ti  regni  n"stri  Angliae  ad  terram 
deponerentur  nisi  apud  Villam  et  Portum  nostr"m  Southaini'ton 
predict""1  prohibentes  cuique  mercatori  indiginae  sive  alienigin"e 
per  predktas  rtteras  n'jstras  patentes  ne  dictil  vina  in  alio  Portu  sive 
loco  huius  regni  n":4ri  Angliae  deponat  quam  in  Villa  et  Portu 
predil'tis  sub  p"ena  solvend1  nobls  heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris 
triplicem  custumam  pro  eisdem  vinis  cum  quadam  clausula 
sive  proviso  in  di('tis  littcris  n°?tris  patentibus  content0  spe('incatis 
q""d  si  quae  naves  vel  vasa  diet"  vinis  onusta  naufragium  feceri"t 
Guberriator  navis  vel  vasis  quocumque  loco  voluit  deponere 
potuit  aliquo  in  predk'tis  litteris  nostris  patentibus  non  obstan16. 
Et  ulterius  cum  per  predu'tas  llttcras  patentes  pro  nobis,  heredibus 
et  Successoribus  n"stris  dederimus  et  concesserimus  dictis  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  Successoribus  suis  qnod  a  dil'to  festo 
s!U1(ti  Michaelis  om"es  lanae  quae  portarentur  extra  hoc  regnum 
versus  partes  de  levent  prius  ad  Villam  et  Portum  de  Southami't011 
predict11"1  portarentur  quam  mare  traicierentur  neque  in  alio  Portu 
sive  loco  infra  hoc  regnum  Angliae  imponerentur  navi  sive  vas1 
versus  predictas  partes  de  levent  transportandae  qnam  in  di(to 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Philip  and  Mary,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  and  Queen  of 
England,  the  Spains,  France,  both  Sicilies,  Jerusalem  and 
Ireland,  Defenders  of  the  Faith,  Archdukes  of  Austria,  Dukes  of 
Burgundy,  Milan  and  Brabant,  Counts  of  Hapsburg,  Flanders 
and  the  Tyrol.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
greeting.  Whereas  we,  by  our  letters  patent  under  our  great  seal  of 
England  bearing  the  date  at  our  Castle  of  Windsor  on  the  gth  day 
of  August  in  the  first  and  second  years  of  our  reigns,  for  certain 
causes  and  considerations  contained  and  specified  in  the  afore- 
said letters  patent,  have  given  and  conceded  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  to  our  beloved  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of 
our  town  of  Southampton,  in  our  county  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  to  their  successors  that  all  malvoisie  wines,  called 
in  English  malmsey,  which  shall  have  been  imported  from  parts 
across  the  seas  into  this  our  kingdom  of  England  from  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael  next  ensuing  the  date  of  our  said  letters  patent 
shall  be  unladen  in  no  part  of  our  said  kingdom  of  England 
except  at  our  town  and  port  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  pro- 
hibiting every  merchant,  native  or  foreign,  by  our  aforesaid 
letters  patent,  from  unloading  the  said  wines  in  any  other  port 
or  place  of  this  our  realm  of  England  than  in  the  town  and 
port  aforesaid  under  the  penalty  of  paying  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors  triple  the  customs  for  the  same  wines,  and  whereas  by 
a  certain  clause  or  proviso  contained  in  our  said  letters  patent 
it  hath  been  specified  that  if  any  ships  or  vessels  laden  with  the 
said  wines  shall  have  been  shipwrecked,  the  captain  of  the  ship 
or  vessel  might  unload  in  any  place  soever  he  wished,  anything 
in  our  aforesaid  letters  patent  notwithstanding.  And  further- 
more, whereas  by  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  we  have  granted 
and  conceded  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  that  from  the  said 
feast  of  St.  Michael  all  the  wool  which  should  be  exported  from 
this  kingdom  to  the  parts  of  the  Levant  should  be  brought  to 
the  town  and  port  of  Southampton  aforesaid  before  it  should  be 
transported  across  the  sea  and  should  not  be  loaded  in  any 
other  port  or  place  within  this  realm  of  England  on  ship  or 
vessel  to  be  exported  to  the  aforesaid  parts  of  the  Levant  than 
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Portu  nostro  Southauil'tou  aliquo  sive  aliquibus  clausul1"  aut  verbis 

in  quibuscumque  lltteris  patentibus  nostris  de  licentiis  iiicontrarium 

post    datum    diotarum    rtu'rarum     patentium    exprimend1"    non 

obstantlb  s  sub  p°ena  solvend'   nobis  heredibus  et  Successoribus 

n')i!tris  triplicem  custumam  pro  eisdem  lanis  prout  per  easdem 

lltteras  patentes  inter  alia  in   eisdem  litteris  patentibus  contentis 

All  Malmsey  plenius  liquet  et  apparet.     Nos  considerantes  qnod  dicta  Villa  et 

landed  at       Portus   nosfr   Southam|'ton   in   predil'to    Commitatu   n°btro   Vill"e 


Southa"'pt°"  temporibus  Precharissimi  Patris  n"stri  et  progenitorum 
ampton.  nostrum  prefaf'e  Regin"e  Celebris  et  opulenta  existit  tarn 
importafo"e  mercium  in  dictum  Portum  q"am  exportacjone  ab 
eodem  maxime  q"°d  naves  et  vas"  quaecumque  vinis  maluaticis 
onusta  a  partibus  transmarin!S  venientia  ad  dict"m  Portum  de 
applicare  solebant  ac  apud  Villam  predictam  onus  suum  deponere 
et  non  alibi.  Quaequidem  consuetudo  paucis  iam  retro  Annis 
a  malis  quibusdam  dirupta  extitit.  Ac  etiam  in  consideraclo"e 
perpetu"e  memoriae  quod  nos  prefatus  Rex  in  primo  adventu 
nostro  infra  hoc  Regnum  Angliae  applicavimus  ad  prcdlctam 
Villam  SouthaDn't°"  pro  auxilio  et  relevamine  eiusdem  Vill"e  ac 
omnium  inhabitancium  in  eadem.  Nos  vero  predu'ti  Rex  et 
Regina  bono  statui  diet116  Villae  et  Portus  consulere  volentes 
cumque  ex  ampliore  favore  n°btro  meliorare  et  ditare  cupientes 
de  gracia  n"stra  speciali  ac  ex  certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  nostris 
dedimus  et  concessimus  ac  per  presentes  p'°  nob1"  heredibus  et 
Successoribus  n'^V'm  prefatae  Reginae  damus  et  concedimus 
Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  dictae  Villae  nostrae  Southampton  et 
Successoribus  suis  quod  omnia  vina  maluatica  quae  ad  aliquod 
tempus  a  festo  Paschae  ultimo  preterito  fuerunt  sive  a  confecc!one 
harum  llUcrarum  nostrarum  patencium  erunt  sive  forent  a  partibus 
transmarinis  in  hoc  regnum  Angliae  transportata  in  nulla  parte 
dicti  Regni  nostri  Angliae  ad  tcrram  deponent"1"  nisi  apud  prt'dictam 
Villam  et  Portum  Southttmpton.  Prohibentes  pro  nobis  heredibus 
et  Successoribus  nostrum  dlctae  Reginae  cuique  mercatori  indiginae 
sive  alieniginae  ne  dlcta  vina  in  alio  Portu  sive  loco  huius  regni 
nostri  Angliae  deponat  quam  in  predict'1  Villa  et  Portu  de 
Southamrtou  sub  p°ena  forisfaciend1  et  Solvend1  nobls  heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostr"m  prefatae  Reginae  pro  quolibet  butto  de 
vinis  predlctis  viginti  solidos  monetae  Angliae  ultra  et  pr!ieter 
subsidium  et  custumam  pro  eisdem  vinis  ante  hac  habita  debita 
et  consueta  medietatem  cuiusquidem  forisfactur!1e  et  soluc1onis  nos 
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at  our  said  port  of  Southampton,  any  clause  or  clauses,  word  or 
words  in  any  of  our  letters  patent  soever  of  licence  on  the 
contrary  after  the  date  of  the  said  letters  patent  to  be  set  forth 
notwithstanding,  under  the  penalty  of  paying  to  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors  triple  the  customs  duty  for  the  same  wool  as  it  is 
more  fully  made  clear  and  apparent  by  the  same  letters  patent 
amongst  other  things  contained  in  the  same  letters  patent. 

We,  considering  that  our  said  town  and  port  of  Southampton 
in  our  aforesaid  county  of  the  town  of  Southampton  was  cele- 
brated and  wealthy  in  the  times  of  our  well-beloved  father  and 
the  progenitors  of  us  the  aforesaid  queen,  as  well  for  the  import- 
ation of  goods  into  the  said  port  as  for  the  exportation  from  the 
same,  especially  because  ships  and  vessels  whatsoever  laden 
with  malmsey  wine  coming  from  parts  across  the  seas  were 
accustomed  to  ply  to  the  said  port  and  to  discharge  their  cargo 
at  the  town  aforesaid  and  not  elsewhere  (which  custom  for  the 
last  few  years  has  been  discontinued  owing  to  certain  ills)  ;  and 
also  in  consideration  of  the  perpetual  memory  which  we,  the 
aforesaid  king,  applied  on  our  first  arrival  to  this  realm  of 
England  to  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  for  the  help  and 
relief  of  the  same  town  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  same. 
We  therefore,  the  aforesaid  king  and  queen,  willing  to  consult 
for  the  good  state  of  the  said  town  and  port,  and  desiring  of  our 
more  ample  favour  to  ameliorate  and  enrich  it,  of  our  special 
grace  and  from  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  have 
given  and  granted  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
the  successors  of  us  the  aforesaid  queen,  do  give  and  grant  to 
the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  our  said  town  of  Southamp- 
ton that  all  the  malmsey  wines  which  at  any  time  from  the  feast 
of  Easter  last  have  been,  or  from  the  issuing  of  these  our  letters 
patent  shall  be  or  should  be,  transported  from  parts  across  the 
seas  into  this  realm  of  England,  should  be  landed  in  no  part  of 
our  said  realm  of  England  except  at  the  aforesaid  town  and  port 
of  Southampton.  Prohibiting  for  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of 
us  the  said  queen,  any  merchant,  native  or  foreign,  from  landing 
the  said  wines  at  any  other  port  or  place  of  this  our  realm  of 
England  than  in  the  aforesaid  town  and  port  of  Southampton 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  to  us,  the  heirs  and 
successors  of  us  the  aforesaid  queen  for  any  butt  of  the  wines 
aforesaid,  twenty  shillings  of  English  money  beyond  and  above 
the  subsidy  and  custom  duty  for  the  same  wines  heretofore 
had,  owed  and  the  usual  moiety  of  any  forfeit  and  payment, 
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search  for 
wines 

imported  in 
disregard 
of  such 
grants. 


de  uberiori  gracia  nostra  ac  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero  motu 
nostris  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostrum  prefatae 
Reginne  damus  et  concedimus  dictis  Maiori  ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
et  Successoribus  suis  imperpetuum  de  tempore  in  tempus  cum 
acciderit.  Proviso  semper  qllod  si  quae  navis  vel  vasa  dictis 
vinis  onust"  sine  fraude  et  dolo  naufragium  fecerit  Gubernator 
navis  vel  vasae  illius  quocumque  loco  voluerit  deponere  possit 
aliquo  in  presentlbus  litteris  nostris  patentibus  in  contrarium  inde 
non  obstant6.  Et  ut  nos  tarn  de  forisfactura  (et)  solucione 
predict"  quam  de  custumis  premissorum  quibuscumque  melius 
securiusque  responded  de  tempore  in  tempus  possimus  iuxta 
Furthermore  harum  litterarum  nostrarum  Patentium  tenorem.  Nos  ulterius 
granting  de  uberiori  grltla  nostra  volumus  ac  pro  nobis  heredibus  et 

DOW6T  01 

Successoribus  nostrllm  prefatae  Reginae  concedimus  prefatis  Maiori 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  Successoribus  suis  q"°d  bene  licebit  eis 
ac  Successoribus  et  assignatis  suis  vel  eorum  deputat"  sive 
deputatis  de  tempore  in  tempus  omnia  et  omnimoda  vina  qife 
per  aliquam  navem  vel  vasem1  sive  aliquas  naves  vel  vasas1  sive 
in  aliqua  nave  vel  vasa  vel  aliquibus  navibus  vel  vasis1  impost- 
erum  ab  aliqua  parte  InsuPe  de  Candiae2  in  partibus  de  levent 
et  de  cressencia  eiusdem  insul:le  ad  portum  nostrum  london  sive 
ad  aliquos  alios  portus  nostros  infra  hoc  regnum  nostrum  Angliae 
transportabuntur  ad  terram  deponend"  et  vendic'o"i  exponenda 
modis  quibuscumque  gustare  et  assaiar6  tam  infra  huiusmodi 
naves  vel  vasas1  sic  onustas  q"am  super  terram  cum  extra  dictas 
naves  vel  vasas1  deponantur  ea  intenc'o"e  ut  vera  noticia  Generum 
omnium  et  singulorum  vinorum  sic  in  huiusmodi  navibus  vel 
vasis1  onustorum  habeantur  pro  vera  soluc'one  custumae  et 
penalitat18  eorundem.  Habendurn  tenendum  et  gaudendum 
libertat0"1  predict81"  ac  omnia  et  singula  cetera  premissa  predictis 
Maiori  ballivis  et  burgensibus  et  Successoribus  suis  imperpetuum 
de  dono  et  elargitione  nostris  absque  compoto3  seu  aliquo  proinde 
nobis  heredibus  vel  Successoribus  nostrum  prefatae  Regiir'e 
reddend0  solvend"  vel  faciend0.  Et  ulterius  de  uberiori  gracia  noMra 
volumus  et  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostr"m  prefatae 


1  Vas,  vasa,  vasibus. 

2  Candia,  now  called  Crote,  was  noted  for  It*  wines  in  mediaeval  timer,  (tlie  wines  of  Madeira  were 
of  Cretan  origiu).     A  sort  of  Malnney  is  gtill  made  in  Malavisl  province.     Originally  granted  by 
Byzantium  to  Boniface.  Marquis  of  Montforrat  in  1183,  It  was  sold  by  him  to  Venice  in  1204,  and  was 
still  in  tho  hands  of  thit  republic  iu  the  reign  of  Mary. 
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we  of  our  more  abounding  grace  and  from  our  certain  knowledge 
and  mere  motion  for  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  afore- 
said queen,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors  for  ever  from  time  to  time  when 
it  shall  happen.  Provided  always  that  if  any  ship  or  vessel 
laden  with  the  said  wines  shall  have  been  shipwrecked  without 
fraud  or  guile,  the  captain  of  that  ship  or  vessel  may  unload  at 
any  place  he  shall  wish,  anything  in  these  our  present  letters 
patent  on  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  that  we  as  well 
for  the  forfeiture  and  payment  aforesaid  as  for  the  customs  of 
the  premisses  whatsoever  may  be  the  better  and  the  more  surely 
answered  from  time  to  time  in  accordance  with  the  tenor  of 
these  our  letters  patent,  we  furthermore  of  our  more  abundant 
grace  will  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  the  successors  of  us  the 
aforesaid  queen,  grant  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses and  their  successors  that  they  and  their  successors  and 
assignees  or  their  deputy  or  deputies  from  time  to  time  may 
search  for  and  assay  in  any  way  soever  all  and  all  kinds  of 
wines  which  shall  be  imported  for  landing  and  for  exposure  for 
sale  by  any  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels  or  in  any  ship  or  ships, 
vessel  or  vessels  for  the  future  from  any  part  of  the  Island  of 
Candia  in  the  parts  of  the  Levant  and  of  the  east  of  the  same 
island  to  our  port  of  London  or  to  any  other  of  our  ports  within 
this  our  realm  of  England  as  well  within  such  ships  or  vessels 
thus  laden  as  upon  the  land  when  they  shall  be  landed  from  the 
said  ships  or  vessels  with  the  intention  that  the  true  declaration 
of  the  kinds  of  all  and  singular  the  wines  thus  laden  on  such 
ships  or  vessels  may  be  made  for  the  true  payment  of  the 
customs  and  penalties  of  the  same,  and  that  the  privileges 
aforesaid  are  to  be  had,  held  and  enjoyed  as  well  as  all 
and  singular  the  other  premisses  by  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  for  ever  our 
gift  and  concession  without  rendering,  paying  or  making 
any  other  duty  to  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  afore- 
said queen.  And  furthermore  of  our  more  abundant  grace, 
we  will  and  for  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  aforesaid 


3  A  writ  to  compel  a  bailiff,  receiver  or  accountant  to  yield  up  his  accounts.    It  Is  founded  on  the 
Statute  of  Weitminster,  2,  cap.  12. 
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Reginae  concedimus  prefatis  maiori,  ballivis  et  burgensibus  et 
Successoribus  suis  qnod  omnes  et  singuli  custumaru"1  Collectores, 
Contrarotulatores1  et  alii  officiarii  et  Ministri  nostrum  heredum 
et  Successorum  n°nrum  prefaf'e  Reginae  quicumque  tarn  infra 
Portum  nostrnm  london  qliam  infra  omnes  et  singulos  alios  Portus 
nostros  infra  hoc  regnum  nostrum  Angliae  ubi  predu'tae  forisfactura 
sive  forisfacturae  fore  contigerit  sive  contigerint  solvat  seu  solvi 
faciat  ac  solvent  seu  solvi  faciant  ac  eisdem  custumariis  et  aliis 
officiariis  et  Ministris  nostris  heredum  et  Successorum  nostrum 
prefatae  Reginae  quibuscumque  firmiter  iniungend"1"  precipimus 
qnod  ipsi  solvant  seu  solvi  faciant  dictis  Maiori,  ballivis  et 
burgensibus  et  eorum  Successoribus  et  assignlltls  suis  medietates 
omnium  et  singulorum  huiusmodi  forisfacturarum  de  tempore 
in  tempus  cum  acciderint  pro  predirtis  vinis  sic  forisfaciend'*. 
Volentes  enim  et  per  presentes  firmiter  iniungendui",  precipientes 
tarn  Thesaurario  nostro  Angline  et  Baronibus,  Scaccarii  nostri  q""m 
omnibus  Custumariis,  Collectoribus,  Receptoribus,  Contraro- 
tulatoribus,  Auditoribus  et  aliis  officiariis  et  Ministris  nostris  ac 
heredum  et  Successorum  n"strum  preface  Reginae  quibuscumque 
pro  tempore  existentibus  quod  ipsi  et  eorum  quilibet  super  solam 
demonstracionem  harum  litterarum  n"strarum  patencium  vel  sup''1' 
irrotulament8  earumdem  absque  aliquo  alio  brevi  seu  warra"t" 
a  nobis  heredibus  vel  Successoribus  nostr"m  prefat'e  Reginae 
proinde  quoquo  modo  impetrand0  seu  prosequend0  super 
soluc'o^em  medietatis  dictao  forisfactur116  sic  forisfaciendis.  Ac 
pro  vinis  pred'°tis  dictis  Maiori,  ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  eorum 
Successoribus  in  forma  pred!l'ta  plenam  integram  debitamque 
allocac1o"em  defalcacionem  deduccionem  exoneracionem  mani- 
festam  prefatis  Custumar118  receptoribus  Contrarotulatoribus  et 
aliis  Officiariis  et  Ministris  nostris  heredum  et  Successorum 
nosV'm  prefatae  Regiir'e  infra  portus  nostros  predk'tos  facient  de 
tempore  in  tempus  fieri  causabunt  Aliqua  varietate  incertitudine 
ambiguitate  vel  omissione  premissorum  Aut  aliqua  alia  re 
causa  vel  materia  quacumque  non  obstante.  Et  h"ec  lltter"e 
n°9trae  patentes  vel  irrotulamenta  earumdem  erunt  annuatim  de 
tempore  in  tempus  di('tis  Thesaurario,  baronibus,  Sc:"'clirii  n"stri 
Custumariis,  Receptoribus,  Contrarotulatoribus,  Collectoribus, 


i  An  overseer  or  officer  relating  to  public  accounts.  Besides  the  present  controllers  (e.g.,  of  the 
King's  Household,  of  the  Navy,  of  the  Customs,  of  the  Excise,  of  the  Mint  etc.)  there  were  those  of 
the  Hamper  (attending  the  Lord  Chancellor) ;  of  the  Pipe  (an  officer  of  the  Exchequer) ;  of  the  Pell 
(attached  to  the  same). 
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queen,  we  grant  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
and  their  successors  that  all  and  singular  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  the  controllers  and  other  officers  and  servants  of  us, 
the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  aforesaid  queen  whatsoever, 
as  well  within  our  port  of  London  as  within  all  and  singular 
our  other  ports  within  our  realm  of  England  where  the  afore- 
said forfeiture  or  forfeitures  shall  happen  to  be,  or  shall  pay  or 
be  paid,  and  to  the  same  officers  of  the  customs  and  other  of  the 
servants  of  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  aforesaid  queen 
whatsoever,  we  firmly  command  it  to  be  enjoined  that  they 
themselves  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  and  assignees  the 
moieties  of  all  and  singular  such  forfeitures  from  time  to  time 
when  they  shall  occur  for  the  aforesaid  wines  thus  forfeited. 
For  we,  willing  and  by  these  presents  firmly  commanding  it  to 
be  enjoined  as  well  to  our  treasurer  of  England  and  to  the 
barons  of  our  exchequer  as  to  all  the  officers  of  the  customs, 
collectors,  receivers,  controllers,  auditors  and  other  of  the  officers 
and  servants  of  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  aforesaid 
queen  whatsoever  for  the  time  existing,  that  they  and  any  of 
them  on  the  sole  demonstration  of  these  our  letters  patent  or  on 
the  enrolment  of  the  same  without  further  brief  or  warrant  from 
us,  the  heirs  or  successors  of  us  the  aforesaid  queen  in  any  wise 
to  be  demanded  or  pursued  on  the  payment  of  the  moiety  of  the 
said  forfeiture  thus  forfeited.  And  for  the  wines  aforesaid  to 
the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  in  the 
form  aforesaid  we  grant  full,  entire  and  due  allocation,  defal- 
cation, deduction,  exoneration  shown  to  the  aforesaid  officers  of 
the  customs,  receivers,  controllers  and  other  officers  and  servants 
of  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  aforesaid  queen  which 
they  shall  make  or  cause  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  within 
our  ports  aforesaid,  any  variety,  uncertainty,  ambiguity  or 
omission  of  the  premisses  or  any  other  thing,  cause  or  matter 
whatsoever  notwithstanding.  And  these  our  letters  patent  or 
the  enrolling  of  the  same  shall  be  annually  from  time  to  time 
to  the  said  treasurer,  barons  of  our  exchequer,  officers  of  the 
customs,  receivers,  controllers,  collectors,  auditors,  and  other 
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Auditoribus  et  aliis  Officiariis  et  Ministris  nostris  heredum  et 
Successorum  nostrnm  prefatae  Reginae  quibuscumque  et  eorum 
cuilibet  pro  tempore  existentibns  sufficiens  warrantmn  et  exoneracio 
in  hac  parte.  Eo  q"°d  expressa  mencio  de  vero  valore  annuo 
aut  de  certitudine  premissorum  sive  eorum  alicuius  Aut  de  aliis 
donis  sive  concessionibus  per  nos  seu  per  aliquem  progenitorum 
nostrorum  prefatis  Maiori,  ballivis  et  burgensibus  et  Successoribus 
suis  antehaec  tempora  factis  in  presentibus  minime  fact"  existit. 
Aut  aliquo  Statuto  actu  ordinac'one  prom13sione  sive  restricc'one 
in  contrarium  inde  antehac  edit18  aut  ordinat18  seu  provisls  aut 
aliqua  alia  re  causa  vel  materia  quacumque  in  aliquo  non 
obstante.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri 
fecimus  patentes.  Testibus  nobis  ipsis  apud  Westmonasterium, 
decimo  octavo  die  Junii,  Annis  regnorum  nostrorum  quarto  et 
quinto. 
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officers  and  servants  of  us,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the 
aforesaid  queen  whatsoever,  and  to  any  of  them  for  the  time 
existing  sufficient  warrant  and  exoneration  in  this  part.  Pro- 
vided that  express  mention  of  the  true  annual  value  of  the 
certainty  of  the  premisses  or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  other  gifts 
or  concessions  made  by  us  or  by  any  of  our  progenitors  to  the 
aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  here- 
tofore shall  at  least  be  made  in  these  presents.  Or  any  statute, 
act,  ordinance,  promise  or  restriction  on  the  contrary  heretofore 
decreed,  or  ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other  thing,  cause  or 
matter  whatsoever  in  any  way  notwithstanding. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent 
to  be  made.  Witness  our  hands  at  Westminster,  on  the  i8th  day 
of  June,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1558.] 
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Letters 
Patent 
confirming 
the  Wines 
and  Wools 
Grant  of 
4  &  5  Philip 
and  Mary. 


XXIII. 
1    ELIZABETH,    1559. 


ELIZABETH  Dei  gracia,  Anglifle,  Franci"e  et  Hiberniae  Regina, 
fidei  defensor,  etc.  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  per- 
venerint,  salutem.  Inspeximus  l'ttcras  patentes  Domini  Philippi 
nuper  Regis  et  Dominae  Marine  nupcr  Reginae  Angliae  Sororis 
nostr"e  precharissim"e  de  confirmacione  factas  in  Ir'ec  verba. 


[Here  follows  Charter  XXII,  4  &  5  Philip  and 
Mary,  p.  40.] 

Nos  autem  littpras  predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem 
contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  heredibns  nostris 
quantum  in  nobis  est  acceptamus  et  approbamus  ac.  ea  Dilectis 
nobis  subditis  (?)  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae 
et  successoribus  suis  ratificamus  et  approbamus  et  confirmamus 
prout  lltu'rae  predict!1e  in  se  ratlonabilit('r  testantur.  In  cuius  rei 
testimoniu1"  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me 
ipso  (sic)  apud  Westmonasterium,  duodecimo  die  Martii,  Anno 
regni  nostri  primo. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  all  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  letters 
patent  of  the  Lord  Philip,  late  King,  and  of  the  Lady  Mary, 
late  Queen  of  England,  our  well  beloved  sister,  of  confirmation, 
made  in  these  words  : 

[Here  follows  Charter  XXII,  4  &  5  Philip  and 
Mary,  p.  41.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  letters  aforesaid  and  all  and 
singular  contained  in  the  same  and  willingly  for  us  and  our 
heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  do  accept  and  approve  and  do  ratify, 
approve  and  confirm  them  to  our  beloved  subjects  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  and  to  their  suc- 
cessors as  the  letters  aforesaid  reasonably  testify.  In  testimony 
of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent  to  be  made. 
Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  on  the  i2th  day  of  March,  in 
the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1559.] 
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XXIV. 
5    ELIZABETH,1    1562. 


Letters  ELIZABETH  dei  gralia,  Angline,  Franci"e  et  Hiberniae  Regina, 

fldei  defensor,  etc.     Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  llttorae  pcrvenerint, 


cation  of  an  saPfrn.      Inspeximus    quoddam    breve    nostr"m    de   cerciorando2 
liament          diT'to   nob"   Francisco   Spelman,  Armigoro,   Clorico  parliament- 

entitled"  An  omm  nostroruni  direct"1"  ac  per  eundem  Franciscum  in  Cancellar1"1" 

act  for  the 

unloading      n"stram    retornat""1  in  hnec    verba.     Elizabeth   dei   gratla,  Angllne, 

an?otheSry  Franc1'10  et  Hibf"niac  Regina,  fidei  defensor,  etc.  DiPto  sibi 
sweet  wines  Francisco  Spelman,  Armigcro,  Clerico  Parliamentorum  suorum, 
ampton."  sal"tem.  Volentes  cTris  de  causis  ccrtiorari  supra  tenore  cuiusdam 
actus  parliamenti  n"stri  apud  Westmouasterinni,  duodecimo  die 
Januarii,  Anno  regni  nostri  quinto  editi  intitulati  "  An  acte  for 
the  unlodyng  of  malmesyes  and  other  swete  wynes  at  the  Towne 
of  Southt."  et  in  custodia  vestra  existentis  ut  dicitur,  Vobis  man- 
damus  q"°d  tenorern  actus  predu'ti  cum  om"ibus  eum  tangentiblls 
nobis  in  Cancellariam  nostram  sub  sigillo  vrstro  distincte  et  aperte 
sine  dilat'one  imitatis  (?J  et  hoc  brove.  Tosc  meipsa  apud  West- 
m°"astei'inm,  xxiii"  die  Junii,  Anno  rogni  nustrt  quinto,  P.  Cordell. 
Inspeximus  etiam  tenorem  predlcti  actus  parliamenti  virtute 
brcvis  prcdlcti  in  Cancellar1"'11  nostram  prod1(;tam  missum  ac  in 
filaciis  eiusdem  Cancellariac  nostr'e  de  recordo  remanentem  in  haec 
v"rba.  In  parliamento  apud  Westmomlsteru1111,  tento  xii  die  Januarii 
Anno  regni  serenissirrr'e  ac  excellentissimae  d"lninae  nostrae  Eliza- 
beth dei  gr;ltia,  Anglirte,  Francifle  et  Hibcrni!1e  Reginne,  fidei 
defensoris,  etc.  quinto.  Comiminitllti  omVm  dominorum  tarn 
spirltualiu™  qllllm  temporaliu111  ac  Co""im"itatis  assensii  ac  regiae 
Majestatis  turn  presentis  consencii  (sic)  sancita  ordinata  et 
inactitata  fuit  sequens  haec  petitio,  Videli('et. 


1  This  charter  is  interesting  especially  (or  the  portion  written  in  English. 

2  A  writ  issuing  out  of  the  Chancery  to  an  inferior  court,  to  call  up  the  records  of  a  cause  there 
defending,  that  justice  may  hu  done  therein,  upon  complaint  that  the  party  who  seeks  the  paid  writ 
hath  received  bad  usage,  or  is  not  Ilka  to  have  an  indifferent  trial  in  the  said  court. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  all  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  a  certain 
writ  of  ours  de  cerciorando  directed  to  our  beloved  Francis 
Spelman,  Esq.,  clerk  of  our  parliaments,  and  returned  by  the 
same  Francis  to  our  Chancellory,  in  these  words :  Elizabeth,  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  her  beloved  Francis  Spelman, 
Esq.,  clerk  of  her  parliaments,  greeting.  Willing  for  other 
reasons  to  certify  of  the  tenor  of  a  certain  act  of  our  parliament 
given  at  Westminster,  on  the  I2th  day  of  January,  in  the  fifth 
year  of  our  reign,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  unloading  of  malmsey 
and  other  sweet  wines  at  the  town  of  Southampton,"  and  being 
in  your  custody,  as  is  said,  we  bid  you  that  (you  may  exhibit) 
the  tenor  of  the  act  aforesaid  with  all  things  touching  it  to  our 
Chancellory,  under  your  seal,  distinctly  and  openly  without 
delay  and  this  shortly.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  on 
the  23rd  day  of  June,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reign  (P.  Cordell). 
We  have  inspected  also  the  tenor  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  parlia- 
ment, by  virtue  of  the  writ  aforesaid  sent  to  our  Chancellory 
aforesaid,  and  remaining  on  the  files  of  our  same  Chancellory  of 
record  in  these  words  :  In  parliament  held  at  Westminster,  on 
the  1 2th  day  of  January,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
most  serene  and  excellent  Lady  Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
Queen  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
etc.  Before  the  assembly  of  all  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  by  the  assent  of  the  assembly,  and  by  the  consent  of  her 
Royal  Majesty  then  present,  this  following  petition  was  sanc- 
tioned, ordained  and  enacted,  viz. :— 
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[ORIGINAL.] 

For  the  unladyng  of  Malmesyes  and  other  swete  wynes  at  the 
Towne  of  Southt.  In  most  humble  wise  sheweth  your  most 
excellent  Maiesty  the  Mayor,  Bayliffes  and  Burgeses  of  yom' 
graces  Towne  and  porte  of  Southt.  That  wheare  the  said 
towne  ys  an  aunchyent  borough  and  towne  scituate  upon  the 
sea  syde  ovor  agaynst  the  coaste  of  Normandy  and  unto  whiche 
towne  all  merchaunt  Straungers  of  long  tyme  weare  accustomed 
to  make  their  common  accesse  and  repayre  with  all  their 
shippes  and  other  vessels  laden  with  malmeseys  and  other  swete 
wynes  of  the  growthe  of  Candy e  and  Rotymoe*1  or  in  any  other 
place  withyn  the  partyes  of  levant  beyond  the  streight  of 
Marrocke2  whiche  hathe  ben  transported  or  broughte  by  them 
into  this  realme  and  have  dischardged  and  unladen  the  said 
wynes  at  the  said  towne  and  porte  of  Southt  and  at  none  other 
place  withyn  this  realme,  By  reason  wherof  and  duringe  all 
whiche  tyme  the  said  Mayor,  Bayliffs  and  Burgesses  and  all  th° 
inhabytuntes  of  the  saide  Towne  then  beyng  weare  well  hable 
not  only  to  paye  yearelye  unto  yonr  most  noble  progenitors  for 
the  tyme  beyng  a  greate  fee  ferme  of  the  said  towne  but  also 
weare  hable  to  mayneteyne,  upholde  and  repayre  at  their  only 
costes  and  chardges  the  walles,  Seabankes  and  ditches  aboute 
the  same  towne  and  to  have  in  a  redynes  for  defence  agaynst 
the  forreyne  enemyes  great  plenty  of  armor,  weapons,  ordenance, 
shott,  powder  and  other  artillory  and  things  nedefull,  And 
althoughe  the  said  merchaunt  strangers  weare  evcr  well  used  and 
entretid  at  the  said  towne  and  porte  of  Southt  yet  nevertheles 
they  of  late  yeares  sekyng  to  lande  the  said  wynes  at  dyvers 
other  places  and  Creekes  withyn  this  relme  did  for  the  moste 
parte  departe  from  the  saide  porte  of  Southt  and  dayly  landed 
their  said  wynes  at  dyvers  other  Crekes  and  places  where  they 
might  best  do  the  same,  without  paying  the  just  Custom  and 
Subsidy  due  for  the  saide  wynes.  By  reason  wherof  your  said 
supplyants  as  well  for  the  redresse  therof  as  also  for  the  releyf 
of  the  said  towne  and  porte  and  thc  inhabyfunts  of  the  same 
did  make  their  complaynt  and  homble  petycon  to  yo"r  Majestes 
most  dere  Syster  the  late  Quene  Mary.  Who  g™ciously  hearyng 
and  considerynge  their  humble  petycons  and  sute  for  the  redres 


1  Rotyuio  (RetimcM,  on  the  Norlh  of  Crete,  midway  between  Caudia  and  Canea. 

2  That  is,  the  Straits  of  Morocco  or  Gibraltar. 


CHARTERS    OF   SOUTHAMPTON.  55 

of  all  the  premisses  did  by  her  most  gracious  lettres  patentes  under 
the  greate  scale  of  Englande  graunte  unto  yoltr  said  orators  by 
the  name  of  the  Maior,  Bailiffs  and  Burgesses  of  the  said  towne 
of  Southt  and  to  their  successors  amongest  other  thynges  that 
all  rnann"  of  malmesyes  and  other  swete  wynes  growing  in  the 
Landes  of  Candy  and  Rotymo8  withyn  the  parties  of  levant 
beyond  the  sea  or  in  eny  other  parte  of  levant  aforesaide  whiche 
frome  the  feaste  of  Saynt  John  Baptest  next  followyng  the  date 
of  the  saide  lltteres  patentes  shold  be  transported  from  the  parties 
beyond  the  sea  into  this  realme  of  Englande  shold  in  no  parte  of 
the  saide  realme  of  Englande  be  put  to  lande  but  onlye  at  the 
saide  porte  and  towne  of  Southt.  And  further  the  saide  late 
Quene  Mary  by  her  said  letteres  patents  did  prohybytt  eny 
merchaunt  denyzon  and  stranger  that  they  nor  any  of  them  shold 
dischardge  the  said  wynes  in  any  other  porte  or  place  of  this 
realme  then  only  in  the  said  towne  and  porte  of  Southt  upon 
payne  of  forfeiture  to  the  said  late  Quene,  her  heyres  and  suc- 
cessors for  eny  butt  of  the  saide  wynes  that  shold  be  putt  on 
lande  contrary  to  the  saide  graunte  twenty  Shillynges  of  lawfull 
money  of  England  over  and  above  the  subsidy  and  custom  of  the 
same  wynes  before  that  time  due  and  accustomed  to  be  paide 
arid  that  the  one  moyty  of  the  said  forfeitures  should  be  unto 
the  saide  late  Quene,  her  heyres  and  successors  and  thother 
moyty  therof  unto  the  said  Mayor,  Bayliffs  and  Burgesses  and 
their  successors  from  tyme  to  tyme  whensoevcr  the  same  shold 
happen  as  by  the  same  lettcres  patents  more  playnly  it  doth  arid 
may  appeare.  And  forasmoche  as  somme  ambyguytes  doubtes 
and  questions  have  growen  upon  the  said  graunte  and  whether 
the  same  be  good  in  lawe  to  chardge  the  saide  straungers  with 
suche  penalties  as  be  thereyn  conteynid  or  not,  Therefore  the 
said  graunt  made  by  the  said  late  Quene  to  the  said  late  Mayor, 
Bayliffs  and  Burgessies  hathe  not  hitherto  taken  suche  effecte  as 
by  the  same  was  well  ment  and  intendid  and  therefore  the  said 
straungers  that  do  dayly  bryng  the  same  wynes  into  this  relme 
very  contemptuously  and  agaynst  the  purporte  and  effecte  of  the 
saide  graunte  do  lande  their  said  wynes  at  divers  rodes  and 
Creekes  withyn  this  realme  wheare  they  think  good  them  selfs 
and  for  the  most  parte  wheare  they  may  best  deceyve  your 
highnes  of  the  Custom  and  subsydye  due  for  the  same,  By  reason 
wherof  yolir  majesty  dothe  not  only  susteyne  greate  losse  and 
hynderans,  But  also  yo^  said  towne  and  porte  of  Southt  is 
therby  like  to  fall  in  great  ruyn  and  decaye,  Therefore  may  it 
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please  yonr  highnes  with  th'assente  and  consente  of  the  lordes 
Spintuall  and  temporall  and  the  Commons  in  this  prcsent  parlia- 
ment assemblid  and  by  aucthorytie  of  the  same  that  it  maye  be 
enacted,  That  all  wynes  called  Malmesies  and  other  swete 
wynes  of  the  growthe  of  Candye  and  Rotymo8  aforesaide  in  the 
said  partes  of  levant  beyond  the  streights  of  Marrock  or  of  any 
other  place  withyn  the  parties  of  levant  aforesaid  whiche  from 
the  first  daye  of  Auguste  next  comyng  shalbe  brought  into  this 
realme  by  any  merchaunt  straungers  whatsoever  shalbe  landen 
and  dischardged  at  the  said  towne  and  porte  of  Southt  and  at 
none  other  place  withyn  this  relme  of  Englande  or  Wales  upon 
payne  of  forfeiture  of  twenty  shyllings  of  lawfull  money  of 
Englande  for  eny  butt  of  the  said  wynes  that  shalbe  otherwise 
or  at  any  other  place  landen  withyn  this  realme  of  Englande  or 
Wales  over  and  besides  the  subsydy  and  Customs  that  shalbe  due 
to  be  payd  for  the  same,  And  that  th'one  moytie  of  the  said 
forfeiture  may  be  unto  yonr  highnes,  yonr  heyres  and  successors 
and  th'other  moytie  therof  to  the  said  Mayor,  Bayliffs  and  Bur- 
gessyes  and  their  successors,  And  that  the  said  Mayor,  Bayliffs 
and  Burgesies  may  aske,  demaunde  and  sewe  for  the  same  by 
acc'on  of  debt  byll  playnte  or  Informac'on  in  any  Court  of 
recorde,  In  whiche  sute  no  essoign  petecc'on  or  wager  of  lawe 


Nos  autem  tenorem  actus  parliamenti  prcdlcti  ad  requisic'onem 
dilcetorum  nobis  nunc  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiul"  villne 
Southt  prcdictae  duxim118  examplificand11111  pcr  p'esentes.  In  cuius 
rei  testimoniu'"  has  litteras  n"stras  fieri  fecim"*  patentes.  Teste 
meipsa  apud  Westmonasterinm,  vicesimo  octavo  die  Junii,  Anno 
regni  n'^ri  quinto. 
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shalbe  allowed  or  admitted  for  the  party  defendant.  Provided 
always  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  th'aucthorytie  aforesaid 
that  it  shall  and  maybe  lawfull  to  and  for  eny  naturall  borne 
subjecte  of  this  realme  which  shall  transporte  or  brynge  in  any 
Englyshe  shippe,  vessell  or  bottom  any  of  the  said  wynes  called 
malmesyes  or  eny  other  swete  wynes  of  the  growthe  of  Candy  or 
Rotymo8  aforesaid  or  of  any  other  place  withyri  the  parties  of 
levante  or  from  the  said  parties  of  levant  into  this  relme  to 
lande  and  dischardge  the  same  at  any  porte  or  haven  withyn 
this  relme  at  their  willes  and  pleasures  in  suche  like  manner  and 
forme  as  they  sholde  or  might  have  done  if  this  acte  had  never 
ben  had  nor  made  Anything  conteynid  in  this  acte  or  in  the 
saide  letteres  patentes  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided 
also  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  th'aucthoryty  aforesaide  that 
from  the  makyng  of  this  acte  it  shalbe  lawfull  for  eny  Burges 
and  inhabitor  of  the  said  towne  of  Southt  and  also  for  eny 
Englyshe  merchaunt  clwellyng  in  any  Cytie  or  towne  within  this 
realme  of  Englande  to  buy  any  of  the  said  swete  wynes  at  the 
said  Towne  of  Southt  at  their  willes  and  pleasures  and  the  same 
to  retayle  or  otherwise  to  sell  agayne  Any  acte  or  statute  here- 
tofore made  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  not  withstandinge  this 
Acte  to  contynewe  to  th'ende  of  the  nexte  parlyamente. 

[TRANSLATION.] 

We,  however,  have  considered  that  the  tenor  of  the  act  of 
parliament  aforesaid  should  be  exemplified  by  these  presents  at 
the  request  of  our  beloved  now  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of 
the  town  of  Southampton.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have 
caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness  myself  at 
Westminster,  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our 
reign.  [A.D.  1562.] 
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XXV. 
42    ELIZABETH,    1600. 

Letters  ELIZABETH     Dei    gracia,    Angliae,    Frartciae    et    Hiberniae 

establishing  Regina,  fidei  Defensor,  etc.     Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  lilterae 

three  Fairs,   pervenerint,  salutem.     Sciatis  quod  nos  pro  meliorac'oue  villae 
Shrovetide,    •       .  .      c     '  l    .       ,  ,  ... 

St.  Mark's      nostr  e    Suthampton    ac    status   eiusdem    ac    pro    bono   pubhco 

And3*''  eiusden  villne.  De  gracia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa  sciencia 
et  mero  motu  nostris  dedimus  concessimus  et  ordinavimus  ac 
per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  ordin- 
amus  constitu'mus  acetiam  damus  et  concedimus  Maiori,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  villae  Suthampton  et  successoribus  suis  imper- 
petuum  Quod  ipsi  et  successores  sui  habeant  teneant  et  custo- 
diant  ac  habere  tenere  et  custodire  possint  et  valeant  de  cetero 
imptrpct"um  annuatim  infra  Villam  predlctam  libertates  seu  pre- 
cinct"1" eiusdem  tres  ferias1  sive  Nundinas  videllcet  unam  feriarrr 
sive  Nundin81"  predictarum  trium  feriarum  sive  Nundinarum 
incipiendamet  tenendam  singulis  Annis  imperpetuum  in  die  Martis 
proximo  ante  diem  dominicum  communiter  vocat"1"  Shrove  Sonday 
ac  duraturam  per  totum  ilium  diem  Martis  ac  per  duos  dies  tune 
proxime  sequent1'*.  Ac  unam  aliam  feriam3  sive  Nundinam  pre- 
du'tarum  trium  nundinarum  sive  feriarum  incipiend""1  et  tenend81" 
singulis  annis  imperpetuu111  in  die  sancti  Marci  ac  duraturai"  toto 
die  ac  per  duos  alios  dies  tune  proxime  sequentes.  Ac  terciam 
feriam4  sive  Nundinam  predictaru!"  trium  feriarum  sive  Nundinarum 
incipiendam  et  tenendam  singulis  annis  imperpetuum  in  die  Martis 
post  festum  sancti  Andreae  Appostoli  ac  duraturam  per  totum  ilium 
diem  acetiam  per  duos  alios  dies  tune  sequentes  unacum  Curia 
pedis  pulverizati  ibldcm  tempore  earundem  feriarum  et  Nundin- 
arum et  earum  cuiuslib°t  tenend3.  Ac  unacum  omnibus  libertat- 
ibus  et  liberis  consuetudinibus  tolnetis  stallag'V  picag"s6  finibus 
amerciamentis  ac  omnibus  aliis  proficuis  com"'oditatibus  et 
emolumentis  quibuscunque  ad  huiusmodi  ferias  nundinas  et 
Curias  pedis  pulverizat'  pertinentibus  sive  spectantlbus  aut  de 
huiusmodi  feriis  sive  nundinis  et  Curiis  pedis  pulverizat1  proven- 
ientibu'  accidentibus  emergentibus  sive  contingentibus.  Ita  tamen 
quod  feriae  et  Nundinae  illae  aut  earum  aliqua  non  sint  ad  nocu- 

1  The  oldest  fair  is  the  Trinity  or  Chapel  Fair,  the  patent  of  which  is  still  preserved  in  the  Hartley 
University  College  Museum.  It  is  generally  dated  11  Henry  VI,  but  Dr.  Speed  rightly  concludes  that 
it  should  be  11  Henry  VII  or  VIII,  because  it  mentions  a  sheriff.  It  was  called  Trinity  Fair  because  it 
was  held  on  Trinity  Sunday  and  the  three  following  days ;  and  Chapol  Fair  because  "  it  is  to  be  held  at 
and  about  the  chapel  of  the  Trinity."  This  chapel  was  approached  by  the  "causey  of  our  Lady  of 
Grace,"  which  is  sUll  called  Chapel  Road. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  all  to  whom  the 
presents  shall  come,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  we,  for  the 
bettering  of  our  town  of  Southampton  and  the  state  of  the  same 
and  for  the  public  good  of  the  same  town,  of  our  special  grace 
and  from  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  have 
given,  granted  and  ordained,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  do  ordain,  appoint  and  also  do  give  and 
grant  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton and  to  their  successors  for  ever,  that  they  and  their 
successors  shall  have,  hold  and  guard,  and  can  and  may  have, 
hold  and  guard  for  the  future  for  ever  annually  within  the  town 
aforesaid  and  the  liberties  or  precincts  of  the  same,  three  fairs 
or  markets,  namely,  one  fair  or  market  of  the  aforesaid  fairs  or 
markets  to  be  commenced  and  held  every  year  for  ever  on  the 
Tuesday  next  before  the  Lord's  Day  commonly  called  Shrove 
Sunday,  and  to  last  the  whole  of  that  Tuesday  and  for  the  two 
days  next  ensuing,  and  one  other  fair  or  market  of  the  aforesaid 
three  fairs  or  markets  to  be  commenced  and  held  every  year  for 
ever  on  the  day  of  St.  Mark,  and  to  last  the  whole  of  that  day 
and  for  the  two  other  days  next  ensuing,  and  the  third  fair  or 
market  of  the  aforesaid  three  fairs  or  markets  to  be  commenced 
and  held  every  year  for  ever  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  feast  of 
St.  Andrew  the  Apostle,  and  to  last  the  whole  of  that  day  and 
also  for  the  two  other  days  next  ensuing,  together  with  a  Court 
of  Pie-powder  to  be  held  there  during  the  time  of  the  same  fairs 
or  markets  and  any  one  of  them,  and  together  with  all  the 
liberties  and  free  customs,  tolls,  stallages,  picages,  fines,  amerce- 
ments, and  all  other  profits,  commodities  and  emoluments  what- 
soever belonging  or  appertaining  to  such  fairs,  markets  and 
Courts  of  Pie-powder,  or  from  such  fairs  or  markets  or  Courts  of 
Pie-powder  arising,  happening,  emerging  or  appertaining.  Yet 
so  that  those  fairs  and  markets  or  any  of  them  may  not  be  to 


*  The  Shrovetide  Fair,  never  very  flourishing,  disappeared  before  1834. 
3  St.  Mark's  or  Above  Bar  Fair  lasted  until  1875. 

*  St.  Andrew's  Fair  disappeared  about  the  same  time  as  Shrovetide  Fair. 

s  Stallage -the  right  of  erecting  stalls  at  fairs,  and  the  money  paid  for  the  same. 

e  IMcage— money  paid  for  permission  to  break  up  the  soil  in  order  to  erect  stalls  at  a.  fair. 
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mentum  aliarum  vicinarum  feriarum  et  Nundinarum.  Quare 
volumus  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  successoribus 
nostris  firmiter  precipimus  et  mandamus  quod  predlcti  Maior, 
Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  successores  sui  de  cetero  deinceps  imper- 
petuum  habeant  teneant  gaudeant  et  custodiant  ac  habere  tenere 
gaudere  et  custodire  possint  et  valeant  infra  prcdictam  villam  de 
Southampton  predict'™1  feriam  sive  Nundinam  incipiendain  et 
tenendam  singulis  annis  imperpetuum  in  die  Martis  proxime  ante 
diem  dominicum  comuluniter  vocatum  Shrove  Sonday  ac  dura- 
turam  per  totum  ilium  diem  Martis  ac  per  duos  dies  tune  proxime 
sequentes.  Ac  predictam  aliam  feriam  sive  Nundinam  incipiendam 
et  tenendam  singulis  annis  imperpetuum  in  die  sancti  Marci  ac 
duraturam  toto  illo  die  ac  per  duos  alios  dies  tune  proxime 
sequentes.  Ac  predictam  tertiam  feriam  sive  Nundinam  in- 
cipiendam  et  tenendam  singulis  annis  imperpetuum  in  die  Martis 
proxline  post  festum  sancti  Andreae  Appostoli  ac  duraturain  per 
totum  ilium  diem  acetiam  per  duos  alios  dies  tune  proxime 
sequentes  unacum  predlcta  Curia  pedis  pulverizati  ac  omnibus  et 
omnimodis  tolnetis  theoloniis1  Custumis  Juribus  iurisdicc'onibus 
proficuis  comlnoditatibus  et  emoluments  quibuscumque  ad 
huiusmodi  ferias  Nundinas  et  Curias  pedis  pulverizat1  pertinent- 
ibus  spectantibus  appendentiinis  seu  de  iure  consuetis.  Et  hoc 
absque  molestac1one  perturbac1one  gravamine  seu  contradicc^e 
nostra  aut  heredum  vel  successorum  nostrorum  aut  aliquorum 
Officiariorum  sive  Ministrorum  nostrorum  heredum  vel  suc- 
cessorum nostrorum  quorumcumque.  Et  absque  aliquo  brevi  de 
ad  quod  dampnium  sive  aliquibus  aliis  brevibus  in  ea  parte 
prosequend18  vel  obtinend18.  Ita  tamen  quod  predict36  feriae  sive 
Nundinae  vel  eorum  aliqua  non  sint  ad  nocumentum  aliarum 
vicinarum  feriarum  sive  Nundinarum  Eo  quod  expressa  mencio 
de  vero  valore  annuo  aut  de  certitudine  premissorum  sive  eorum 
alicuius  aut  de  aliis  donis  sive  concessionibus  per  nos  aut  per 
aliquem  progenitorum  nostrorum  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  villae  predictae  ante  hnec  tempora  factis  in  present- 
ibus  minime  facta  existit  Aut  aliquo  statute  Actu  ordinac'o"e 
proclamacio"e  promissione  sive  restricc'c^e  in  contrarium  inde 
antehac  habit*  facta  edit8  ordinata  sive  provisa.  Aut  aliqua  alia 
re  causa  vel  materia  quacumque  in  aliquo  non  obstante.  In 
cuius  rei  testimonium  has  liHeras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes. 
Teste  me  ipsa  apud  westmonasterium  vicesimo  secundo  die 
Januarii  Anno  regni  nostri  quadragesimo  secundo. 

i  Apparently  the  Tolnetum  and  the  Theoloulura  were  the  same,  a  payment  in  towns,  markets  and 
fairs  for  goods  or  cattle  bought  or  sold. 
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the  prejudice  of  any  other  fairs  and  markets  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Wherefore  we  will  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  firmly  command  and  ordain  that  the  afore- 
said mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  for  the 
future  henceforth  for  ever  shall  have,  hold,  enjoy  and  keep,  and 
may  and  may  be  able  to  have,  hold,  enjoy  and  keep  within  the 
aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  the  aforesaid  fair  or  market  to 
be  begun  and  held  every  year  for  ever  on  the  Tuesday  next  before 
the  Lord's  Day  commonly  called  Shrove  Sunday,  and  to  last  the 
whole  of  that  Tuesday  and  the  two  days  next  ensuing  ;  and  the 
aforesaid  other  fair  or  market  to  be  begun  and  held  every  year 
for  ever  on  St.  Mark's  day,  and  to  last  the  whole  of  that  day  and 
for  the  two  other  days  next  ensuing ;  and  the  aforesaid  third 
fair  or  market  to  be  begun  and  held  every  year  for  ever  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  feast  of  St.  Andrew  the  Apostle,  and  to 
last  the  whole  of  that  day  and  also  for  the  two  other  days  next 
ensuing,  together  with  the  aforesaid  Court  of  Pie-powder, 
and  all  kinds  of  tolls,  payments,  customs,  rights,  jurisdictions, 
profits,  commodities  and  emoluments  whatsoever  to  such 
fairs,  markets  and  Courts  of  Pie-powder  pertaining,  belonging, 
appending  or  by  right  accustomed.  And  this  without  molesta- 
tion, perturbation,  impeachment  or  contradiction  of  us  or  our 
heirs  and  successors,  or  of  any  officer  or  servant  of  us,  our  heirs 
or  our  successors  whatsoever.  And  without  any  writ  of  inquiry 
of  damages  or  any  other  writs  thereto  to  be  pursued  or  obtained. 
Yet  so  that  the  aforesaid  fairs  or  markets  or  any  of  them  may 
not  be  to  the  prejudice  of  any  fairs  or  markets  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Provided  that  express  mention  of  the  true  annual  value 
or  of  the  certitude  of  the  premisses  or  of  any  of  them  or  of  other 
gifts  or  concessions  made  heretofore  by  us  or  by  any  of  our 
progenitors  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  aforesaid  is  made,  or  any  statute,  act,  ordinance,  pro- 
clamation, promise  or  restriction  on  the  contrary  heretofore 
had,  done,  edicted,  ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other  thing, 
cause  or  matter  whatsoever  in  any  way  notwithstanding.  In 
testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  patent  to 
be  made.  Witness  myself  at  Westminster,  on  the  22nd  day  of 
January,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1600.] 
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XXVI. 
9    JAMES    I,1    1607. 


Letters 
Patent  of 
an  exemplifi- 
cation of 
an  Act  of 
Henry  YI. 


JACOBUS  dei  gratia  Angliae  Scotiae  Franciae  et  Hiberniae  Rex 
defensor  etc.  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  lltterae  pervencrint 
Sal"tem.  Inspeximus  quoddam  breve  n^V'm  de  certiorand°  et 
Curla  nostra  Cancellar1'16  emanans  Dilccto  et  fideli  suo  Thome 
Smith  milite  Cl6rico  parliamentorum  suorum  direct""1  unacum 
retorna  Indors:ll"cnti  eiusdem  brevis  nostri  incert"  (sic)  in  Cancellar1"1'1 
nostram  retornae  filaciiae  dk'tae  Curiae  Cancellariae  nostrae  de  Re- 
cordo  residens  in  haec  verba :  Jacobus  dei  gratla  Angliae  Scotiae 
Franciae  et  Hiberni"e  Rex  fidei  defensor  etc.  Dilocto  et  fideli  suo 
Thome  Smith  militi  Clerico  Parliamentorum  suorum  sal"tcm. 
Volentes  cortis  de  causis  ccrtiorarl  supra  tenor61"  cuiusdam  Actus 
Parliamenti  fact1  et  stabilit1  in  Parliamento  nostro  tent0  ppr 
prorogacio"em  apud  Westmonasterlllin  octavo  die  Novembris  anno 
regni  nostri  Angliae  Franciae  et  Hibcrnine  quarto  et  Scotine  quad- 
ragesimo intitulat1  "An  Acte  for  confirmac'on  of  some  part  of  a 
Charter  graunted  by  Kinge  Henry  the  Sixt  to  the  Maior,  Bailiffes 
and  Burgesses  of  the  Towne  of  South'ton  and  for  releise  of  the 
said  Towne  "  vobis  igit"1'  mandam"8  quod  tenor6111  Actus  predictum 
omnibus  eum  tangent11"1*  nob1'  in  Cancellariani  nostram  sub  sigillo 
nostro  distincte  et  apte  sive  dilatione  mittatis  et  hoc  breve  Tcste  me 
ipso  apud  \Vestm0""sterlni"  octavo  die  Julii  Anno  regn!  Angliae 
Franclae  et  Hiberniae  quinto  et  Scotiue  quadragesimo. 

Inspeximus  etiam  tenorem  Actus  Parliament1  p'Mict1  in  Can- 
cellar"11"  n°?tram  predictam  virtute  brevis  n°9tri  p'Mict1  certificatj 
cum  filaciis  dictae  Curlae  Cancallariae  n°Ve  de  Recordo  residentew 
in  haec  verba  :  In  Parliamento  inchoat0  et  tent0  per  ProrogacV'em 
apud  \vestni°"asten"m  decimo  octavo  die  Novembris  Anno  Regni 
Serenissimi  atque  excellentissimi  d°mini  nostri  Jacobi  dei  gratia 
Angliae  Scotiae  Franciac  et  Hiberniao  Regis  fidei  defensor  etc.  viz. 
Angliae  Franciae  et  Hibernlae  quarto  et  Scotiae  quadragesimo  atque 
ibldem  continuat0  usque  ad  et  in  quartum  declmnm  Julii  tune  proxime 
sequentls  et  prorogat°  usque  ad  et  in  decimu1"  sextum  diem  Novem- 


i  This  charter  Is  interesting  only  for  the  portion  written  in  English. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  all  to  whom 
these  presents  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  a  certain 
writ  de  certiorando  emanating  from  our  Court  of  Chancery, 
directed  to  his  beloved  and  faithful  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  clerk  of 
the  parliaments,  together  with  the  return  of  the  indorsement 
of  our  same  writ  placed  in  our  Chancellory  of  the  returns  of 
the  file  of  our  said  Court  of  Chancery  of  Record,  in  these  words  : 
James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  his  well  beloved  and 
faithful  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  clerk  of  the  parliaments,  greeting. 
We,  being  willing  for  certain  causes  to  certify  concerning  the 
tenor  of  a  certain  Act  of  Parliament  made  and  established  in 
our  parliament  held  by  prorogation  at  Westminster,  on  the  8th 
day  of  November,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign  over  England, 
France  and  Ireland  and  the  fortieth  over  Scotland,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  confirmation  of  some  part  of  a  charter  granted  by  King 
Henry  the  Sixth  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
of  Southampton  and  for  release  of  the  said  town,"  therefore  bid 
you  that  you  send  the  tenor  of  the  act  aforesaid  to  all  to  whom 
it  concerns  into  our  Chancellory  under  our  seal,  distinctly  and 
fittingly,  without  delay  and  this  shortly.  Witness  my  hand  at 
Westminster,  on  the  8th  day  of  July,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our 
reign  over  England,  France  and  Ireland,  and  the  fortieth  over 
Scotland. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  tenor  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
aforesaid,  certified  in  our  Chancellory  aforesaid  by  virtue  of 
our  writ  aforesaid,  together  with  the  files  of  our  said  Court  of 
Chancery  of  Record,  containing  these  words :  In  the  parliament 
commenced  and  held  by  prorogation  at  Westminster,  on  the 
1 8th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  our  most 
serene  and  excellent  Lord  James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
viz.,  the  fourth  over  England,  France  and  Ireland,  and  the 
fortieth  over  Scotland,  and  there  continued  up  to  and  on  the 
i4th  day  of  July  next  ensuing,  and  prorogued  at  and  on  the  i6th 
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bris  proxlme  sequent'8  communl  omnium  spiritnalium  qnam  Tempor- 
aliuul  et  communitatis  consensu  et  Regiae  Maiestatis  tune  presentis 
assensu  inter  alia  sancitum  inactitat"1"  ordinatnm  et  stabilitum  fuit 
sequendum  hoc  statutum  ad  verbum  ut  sequitur : 

[ORIGINAL.] 

In  all  humblenes  beseech  your  most  excellent  Maiestie  the 
Maior,  Bailiffes  and  Burgesses  of  your  highnes  Towne  of  South- 
ampton That  whereas  your  noble  progenitor  king  Henry  the 
sixt  of  famous  memorie  in  considerac'on  that  the  said  Towne  of 
Southampton  is  situated  on  the  sea  coast  and  subiect  to  the 
sodayne  assault  and  surprise  of  forraine  enimies  and  that  the 
inhabitants  thereof  for  theire  defence  have  a  long  tyme  at  theire 
owne  cost  and  charge  upheld  and  maintained  the  walles  thereof 
with  many  Towers  called  (?)  Bullwarkes,  great  ordinancesj 
powder  and  other  defensive  Artillery  and  for  other  considerac'ons 
did  graunt  to  the  Maior,  Bayliffes  and  Burgesses  of  the  said 
towne  theire  Successors  a  Chartar  wch  hath  bine  since  confirmed 
by  many  other  Princes  restrayninge  all  marchants  not  being  free 
of  the  liberties  of  the  said  Towne  to  buy  or  to  sell  any  manner 
of  marchandize  within  the  said  Towne  or  the  liberties  thereof 
upon  paine  of  forfei tinge  the  same  Marchandize  to  the  said 
Maior,  Bayliffes  and  Burgesses  and  theire  Successors  And  whereas 
nowe  of  late  sondry  marchants  wch  are  not  free  of  the  liberties 
of  the  said  Towne  and  yet  free  of  other  Corpora  c'ons  who 
respecting  onelie  theire  private  gaine  without  regard  either  of 
the  said  Charter  or  how  the  said  Towne  shalbe  upheld  and 
maintained  have  of  late  intruded  on  the  liberties  thereof  and 
doe  both  by  themselves  and  also  by  theire  factors  keepe  shoppes 
and  warehouses  within  the  said  Towne  and  doe  sell  there  mar- 
chandize both  in  grosse  and  by  retaile  contrarie  to  the  true 
meaninge  of  the  said  graunt  and  contrairie  to  all  reason  and 
conscience  tendinge  to  the  utter  undoeinge  of  the  Marchants  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Towne  and  decay  of  the  said  Towne  : 
for  redresse  whereof  May  yt  please  your  most  excellent  Maiestie 
that  it  may  be  enacted  by  your  Maiestie  the  lords  sperituall  and 
temporall  and  the  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled 
and  by  the  auctoritie  of  the  same.  And  be  yt  enacted  and 
ordayned  by  the  auctoritie  aforesaid  That  soe  much  of  the  said 
Charter  as  doth  concerne  the  premisses  shall  from  henceforth 
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day  of  November  next  ensuing,  by  the  common  consent  of  all 
the  (lords)  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  of  the  commonalty  and 
by  the  assent  of  the  king's  majesty  then  present,  amongst  other 
things  it  was  sanctioned,  enacted,  ordained  and  established  in 
accordance  with  this  statute  in  the  following  words : 


stand  and  be  good  effectuall  and  sufficient  in  the  lawe  to  all 
intent  and  purposes  accordinge  to  the  true  meaninge  of  the 
same  Charter  and  that  the  same  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by 
this  present  Parliament.  And  further  be  yt  enacted  by  the 
auctorotie  aforesaid  that  noe  person  or  persons  not  being  free  of 
the  said  Towne  shall  buy  any  Marchandize  within  the  said 
Towne  or  liberties  thereof  salt  and  seafish  onely  excepted  of  any 
other  not  being  free  of  the  said  Towne  nor  sell  any  Marchandize 
salt  and  seafishe  onelie  excepted  within  the  said  Towne  or 
liberties  thereof  to  any  person  or  persons  not  being  free  of  the 
said  towne  upon  paine  of  forfeiture  of  all  such  Marchandize  soe 
bought  or  sould  to  the  Maior,  Bayliffes  and  Burgesses  of  the  said 
towne  and  theire  Successors.  Provided  allwayes  that  any  person 
or  persons  may  buy  within  the  said  Towne  or  liberties  thereof 
any  provisyon  for  his  or  theire  owne  howse  or  howses  soe  as  the 
same  be  expended  there  and  not  in  any  sort  sould  againe  as  yf 
this  Acte  had  never  bine  made.  Provided  also  that  it  shall  be 
lawfull  to  any  pcrson  or  persons  to  buy  or  sell  in  the  tyme  of 
faires  there  or  abord  any  shippe  within  the  porte  of  Southampton 
of  any  person  whatsoever  as  yf  (rest  of  sentence  illegible). 
Provided  allwayes  and  be  yt  enacted  by  the  auctoritie  aforesaid 
that  this  Acte  or  any  thinge  therein  conteyned  shall  not  extend 
nor  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  Burgesses  or  free  men  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  or  of  the  members  to  them  belonginge 
nor  to  any  of  them  but  that  they  and  every  of  them  shall 
and  may  att  all  tymes  hereafter  freelie  and  lawfully  have  and 
enioy  all  liberties,  freedomes,  priviledges,  immunities  and 
franchises  within  the  said  towne  of  Southampton  and  the 
liberties  thereof  as  have  bine  heretofore  graunted  into  the  said 
Porte  or  any  of  the  said  Members  or  to  the  Barons  or  freemen 
there  or  have  bine  by  them  or  any  of  them  accustomed,  used  or 
enioyed  any  thing  in  this  Acte  to  the  contrairie  notwith- 
standinge. 
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Inspeximus  denique  c^tificatV'em  Actus  Parliamenti  predicf 
per  prefatum  Thomam  Smith  militem  fact™  in  haec  verba.  Ego 
Thomas  Smith  miles  Clericus  Parliamentorum  virtute  brevis 
supradict{  doraini  nostri  Regis  de  ccrtiorand°  mihi  direct1  et  hiis 
annex1  ccrtifico  supcrnis  hoc  scriptum  verum  esse  tenorem  Actus 
Parliament1  sup^dict1  in  eo  brcve  express1.  In  cuius  rei  testi- 
monium  sigillum  nomenque  meum  apposui  atque  scripsi  datam 
xiii°  die  Julii  Anno  Regni  sup'Mict1  dom1ni  Regis  Angliae  Franc!ac 
et  Hiberniae  quinto  et  Scociae  quadragesimo  Th.  Smith  Clerlcns 
Parl. 

Nos  autem  separales  tenores  brevis  retorn1  Actus  Parliament1  et 
certincatlonls  predictae  ad  RequisicVem  prefatam  Maioris,  Ballivorum 
et  Burgensiu111  predictae  villae  Southt.  duximus  exemplificand  per 
presentes.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu"1  has  litteras  n°btras  fieri  fecimlls 
Patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westm.  vicesimo  quinto  die 
Julii  Anno  regni  nostri  Angliae  Franciae  Hiberniae  quinto  et 
Scociae  quadragesimo. 
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Finally,  we  have  inspected  the  certification  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  aforesaid  by  the  aforesaid  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  made 
in  their  words  :  I,  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  clerk  of  the  parliaments, 
by  virtue  of  the  above-mentioned  writ  of  our  lord  king  de  cert- 
iorando  directed  to  me  and  annexed  to  these,  certify  that  this  is 
the  true  tenor  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  aforesaid  expressed  in 
that  writ.  In  testimony  of  which  I  have  fixed  my  seal  and 
name  and  have  written  the  date,  the  13111  day  of  July  in  the  fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  abovesaid  lord  king  over  England, 
France  and  Ireland,  and  the  fortieth  over  Scotland.  Th.  Smith, 
clerk,  parl. 

We,  however,  have  thought  that  the  separate  tenors  of  the  writ 
of  return  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  of  the  certification  afore- 
said at  the  requisition  aforesaid  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  should  be  exempli- 
fied by  these  presents.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused' 
these  our  letters  patent  to  be  made.  Witness  my  hand  at  West- 
minster on  the  25th  day  of  July  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reign 
over  England,  France  and  Ireland  and  the  fortieth  over  Scotland. 
[A.D.  1607.] 
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XXVII. 
6    JAMES    I,    1609. 


Letters  JAMES,  By  the   grace  of  God  Kinge  of  Englande,  Scotland, 

granting  Fraunce   and    Irelande  defender  of   the  faith   etc.      To  all  to 

^wines  whome  these  presentes  shall  come  greetinge.      Know  yee  that 

Abbeys  of  wee    for    divers  good   causes   and    Consideracions   us   hereunto 

'  movinge  of  our  especiall  grace  certeyne  knowledge 


theiawn 
of  South-       and    meere    motion,    Have    given    and    graunted    and   by  these 

presentes  for  us  our  heires  and  Successors  doe  give  and  graunt 
unto  our  welbeloved  Subiettes  the  Mnior,  Bailiffes  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Towne  of  Southampton  and  to  theire  Successors  for  ever. 
All  and  everye  those  the  same  suche  and  so  many  our  Tounes 
and  other  porcions  of  prisage  wynes  to  bee  yerelie  and  from 
tyme  to  tyme  had  and  taken  out  of  all  and  everye  the  prise 
wynes  comynge  or  growinge  in  the  saide  Towne  of  Southampton 
or  in  the  Porte  of  the  same  Towne  which  were  heretofore 
graunted  or  payable  or  used  to  bee  payd  or  delivered  by  anie  of 
our  Progenitors  or  predecessors  kinges  of  this  our  Realme  of 
Englande  or  by  our  or  theire  Butlers  of  England  or  any  other 
our  or  theire  Officers  or  by  aine  other  parsonne  or  parsonnes 
bodyes  pollitique  or  Corporate  whatsoever  for  us  or  them  or 
aine  of  them  yerelye  and  every  yere  unto  anye  late  Abbottes 
and  Coventes  of  the  late  severall  Monasteries  or  Abbies  of 
Bewlye1,  Letley2  (sic),  Tichfeild3  and  Waverley4  or  anie  of  them 
or  to  anye  late  Prior  and  Covent  of  the  late  Priorye  of  Saint 
Dennis5  And  which  Tounes  and  other  portions  of  prisage  wynes 
were  late  parcell  of  the  severall  possessions  of  the  saide  severall 


1  The  Abbey  St.  Mary,  of  Beaulleu,  was  founded  by  John  In  1204.    The  legend  says  that  John, 
having  grossly  illtreated  some  Cistercian  abbots  at  a  parliament  at  Lincoln,  was  so  alarmed  at  a  dream 
about  the  crime  and  its  consequences,  that  he  resolved  to  found  an  abbey  of  that  order  at  Boaulteu  for 
thirty  monks.    ITe  gave  the  monks  101)  marks,  a  gold  c'lallce,  and  100  cows  and  10  bulls.    In  1206  came 
the  first  gift  of  a  tun  of  wine  from  the  officers  of  the  king's  prisage  at  Southampton.    Henry  III  con- 
tinued his  father's  generosliy,  and  In  1246  the  great  edifice  was  dedicated  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester 
in  the  presence  of  the  King  and  Queen  and  Prince  Edward. 

Isabel  of  Gloucester,  the  wife  of  the  Earl  of  Cornwall  (Henry  Ill's  brother),  lies  burled  before  the 
high  altar.  Edward  I  frequently  sojourned  at  Beaulieu.  Famous  personages  said  to  have  sought 
sanctuary  at  the  abbey  are  Margaret  of  Anjou,  after  the  battle  of  Barnet,  Lady  Warwick  and  Perkin 
Warbeck.  On  April  2nd,  1538,  the  monastery  was  suppressed  and  the  site  granted  to  Thomas 
Wrlothesley,  afterwards  Earl  of  Southampton. 

2  The  Abbey  of  Netley,  Letley  (Laetus  Locus)  or  Edwardstow,  was  founded  for  Cistercian  monks 
by  Henry  III  in  1239.    The  colonizing  monks  came  from  Beaulleu.    Henry  VIII  granted  a  tun  of  wine 
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Monasteries,  Abbies  and  Prioryes  And  came  or  ought  to  have 
come  unto  us  or  some  of  our  progenitors  or  predecessors  by 
reason  of  the  severall  dissolutions  of  the  same  Monasteries, 
Abbies  and  Priorye  and  are  nowe  in  our  handes  and  possession. 
And  further  of  our  especiall  grate  certeyne  knowledge  and  meere 
motion  wee  have  given  and  graunted  and  by  these  presentes  for 
us  our  Heires  and  Successors  wee  doe  give  and  graunt  unto  the 
saide  Maior,  Bailyffes  and  Burgesses  and  their  Successors  All 
our  righte  tytle  clayme  interest  and  demaund  of  in  to  the  pre- 
misses before  by  these  presentes  graunted  or  mentioned  to  bee 
graunted  and  of  in  and  to  everye  part  and  parcell  thereof. 
To  have  and  to  houlde  all  and  everye  the  saide  Tounes  and 
other  porcions  of  prisage  wynes  and  other  the  premisses  before 
in  arid  by  these  presentes  graunted  or  mentioned  to  bee 
graunted  unto  the  saide  Maior,  Bailiffes  and  Burgesses  of 
the  saide  Towne  of  Southampton  and  to  theire  Successors 
for  ever.  To  have  take  and  perceave  the  said  prisage  wynes 
yerelie  and  everye  yere  out  of  all  and  everye  prise  wynes 
comynge  or  growinge  in  the  saide  Towne  and  Porte  of  South- 
ampton or  anye  of  them  in  as  ample  manner  and  forme  as  wee 
or  anie  of  our  Progenitors  or  predecessors  lunges  or  Queenes  of 
this  Realme  or  anye  Abbott  or  Prior  of  anie  the  saide  Mon- 
asteries, Abbies  or  Priorye  of  Bewlye,  Letley,  Tychefield,  Waver- 
ley  and  Saint  Denis  or  anye  of  them  ever  had  receavcd  perceaved 
or  enioyed  the  same.  To  bee  houlden  of  us  our  heires  and  Suc- 
cessors as  of  our  Manner  of  Eastgreenewiche  in  free  and  comon 
Soccage  for  all  rentes  services  and  demaunds  whatsoever  there- 
fore or  for  anye  part  or  parcell  thereof  to  us  our  heires  or  Suc- 
cessors to  bee  rendred  payd  or  made  for  the  same.  And  further 
of  our  more  aboundant  grace  certaine  knowledge  and  meere 
motion  wee  have  pardoned  remised  and  released  and  by  these 


also  to  this  abbey,  from  Southampton.    It  seems  to  have  been  suppressed  In  1636,  as  on  August  3rd  the 
site  was  granted  to  Sir  William  Poulett. 

3  The  Premonstratensian  Abbey  of  Titchfleld  (9  miles  S.E.  of  Southampton)  was  founded  by  Peter 
des  Roches  in  1222,  when  a  colony  of  White  Canons  were  invited  to  settle  there  from  the  Shropshire 
Abbey  of  Halesowen.    It  was  dissolved  in  1537,  and  the  site  granted  to  Thomas  Wriothesley. 

4  The  Abbey  of  Waverley  was  founded  In  1128.    It  was  near  Fariiham,  la  Surrey.    The  "  Annales 
Waverllensis  "  gave  to  Scott  the  title  of  his  first  romance. 

5  The  Priory  of  St.  Denys,  Southampton,  was  founded  by  Henry  I  (c.  1124)  for  Austin  Canons.    In 
1189  Richard  I  granted  to  the  Priory,  Klngsland  and  the  wood  called  Portswood.    In  1334  Richard  de 
la  Pole,  the  king's  butler  at  Southampton,  had  orders  to  deliver  to  the  prior  one  tun  of  red  wine.    In 
1338,  when  Southampton  was  sacked  and  burnt  by  the  French,  the  Priory  suffered  severely.    It  was 
dissolved  in  1536,  and  the  site  granted  to  Francis  Dautry.    A  fragment  of  grey  ruined  wall  still  exists, 
and  the  monks'  stalls  are  now  in  Holy  Rood  Church,  Southampton. 
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presentes  for  us  our  heires  and  Successors  wee  doe  pardon  release 
and  discharge  unto  the  saide  Maior,  Bailiffes  and  Burgesses  and 
theire  Successors  All  arrerages  of  the  saide  prise  wynes  and  all 
somes  of  money  duties  and  demaundes  due  payable  answerable 
to  us  or  for  anye  prise  wynes  or  prisage  wynes  from  the  fourth 
daye  of  February  in  the  seaven  and  twentith  yere  of  the  Raigne 
of  our  most  noble  Progenitor  kinge  Henrye  the  Eight  late  kinge 
of  England  untill  the  date  of  these  presentes  incurred  due 
behinde  and  unpayd.  Althoughe  expresse  mention  of  the  true 
yerelie  value  or  certeinetye  of  the  premisses  or  anye  of  them  or 
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of  anye  other  guiftes  or  grauntes  by  us  or  any  of  our  progenitors 
or  predecessors  to  the  saide  Maior,  Bailiffes  and  Burgesses  here- 
tofore made  in  these  presentes  is  not  made  or  anye  Statute  Act 
ordynaunce  provision  proclamacion  or  restraint  heretofore  had 
made  ordeyned  or  provided  Or  any  other  thinge  cawse  or  matter 
whatsoever  to  the  contrarye  notwithstandinge.  In  witnes 
whereof  wee  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  bee  made  pattentes. 
Witness  our  selfe  att  Westmynister  the  Sixte  daye  of  Februarye 
in  the  Sixt  yere  of  our  Raigne  of  England,  Fraunce  and  Ireland 
and  of  Scotland  the  twoe  and  fortith.  [A.D.  1609.] 
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XXVIII. 
14   JAMES    I,    1616. 


Charter  of 
Elizabeth, 
1564. 


Charter  of 
Philip  and 

Mary,  1558. 


Charter  of 
Edward  YI, 
1553. 


JACOBUS  del  gratia  Angliae,  Scociae,  Franciae  et  Hiberniae 
Rex,  fidei  defensor  etc.  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  Litterae  per- 
venerint,  Salutem.  Inspeximus  litteras  patentes  precharissimae 
sororis  nostrae  dominae  Elizabethae  nuper  Reginae  Angliae  de  con- 
firmacione  factas  in  Ir'ec  verba.  Elizabetha1  dei  gracia  Angliae, 
Franciae  et  Hiberniae  Regina  fidei  defensor  etc.  omnibus  ad  quos 
presentes  Litterae  pervenerint,  Salutem.  Inspeximus  Litteras 
patentes  domini  Philippi  et  domhr'e  Mariae  sororis  nostrae  pre- 
charissimne  nupcr  regis  et  regiir'e  Angliae  de  confirmac1one  factas 
in  haec  verba.  Philippus  et  Maria1  dei  gracia  Rex  et  Regina 
Angliae,  Hispaniarum,  Franciae,  utriusque  Siciliae,  Jerusalem  et 
Hiberniae,  fidei  defensores,  Archiduces  Austri"e,  Duces  Burgun- 
diae,  Mediolani,  et  Brabantiae,  Comites  Haspurgi,  Flandriae  et 
Tirolis  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  Salutem. 
Inspeximus  litteras  patentes  Domini  Edwartl1  nuper  regis  Angliae 
Sexti  fratris  nostrllm  dictae  reginae  de  confirmacione  factas  in  haec 
verba.  Edwardus1  sextus  dei  gratia  Angliae  Francifle  et  Hiberniae 
Rex  fidei  defensor  et  in  terra  Ecclesi"e  Anglicanae  et  Hibernicae 
supremum  Caput  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  Litterae  pervenerint, 
Salutem.  Inspeximus  Litteras  patente*  domini  Heunei  nuper 
Regis  Angliae  Octavi  patris  nostri  precharissimi  de  confirmacV'e 
factas  in  haec  verba. 

[All  the  previous  charters  are  here  recited  and  confirmed.] 

Nos  autem  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  cei'ta  scientia  et  mero 
motu  nostris  cartas  et  litteras  patentes  predictas  ac  oinnia  et  singula 
in  eisdem  contenta  rata  habentps  et  grata  ea  pro  nobls  et  haere- 
dibns  nostris  quantu"1  in  nobis  est  acceptam"*  et  approbamus  ac 
nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  predictae  villae  Suthampton  et 
successoribus  suis  tenore  presentium  ratificam"5  et  confirmam118  per 
presentes  prout  Cart!1e  et  litterae  predictne  racionabiliter  testantur, 
Habend""1  et  tenenduul  villam  predictam  prefatls  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibl"  et  successorib"s  suis  in  feod1  firma  cum  omnibus  libertatibus 


1  This  charter  U  otherwise  nou-extaut. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and 
Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  to  all  to  whom  these 
presents  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  letters  patent 
of  our  beloved  sister  the  Lady  Elizabeth,  late  Queen  of  England, 
of  confirmation,  written  in  these  words  :  Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  of  England,  France  and  Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  etc.,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting.  We 
have  inspected  the  letters  patent  of  the  Lord  Philip  and  the 
Lady  Mar)',  our  beloved  sister,  late  King  and  Queen  of  England, 
of  confirmation,  written  in  these  words  :  Philip  and  Mary,  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  King  and  Queen  of  England,  the  Spains, 
France,  of  both  Sicilies,  Jerusalem  and  Ireland,  Defenders  of  the 
Faith,  Archdukes  of  Austria,  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  Milan  and 
Brabant,  Counts  of  Hapsburg,  Flanders  and  the  Tyrol.  To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the 
letters  patent  of  the  Lord  Edward  VI,  late  King  of  England, 
the  brother  of  us  the  said  Queen,  of  confirmation,  written  in 
these  words :  Edward  VI,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England, 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  on  earth 
the  supreme  head  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  to  all 
to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting.  We  have  inspected  the 
letters  patent  of  the  Lord  Henry  VIII,  late  King  of  England,  our 
beloved  father,  of  confirmation,  written  in  these  words  : 

[All  the  previous  charters  are  here  recited  and  confirmed.] 

We,  however,  of  our  special  grace  and  of  our  certain  know- 
ledge and  mere  motion  have  ratified  the  charters  and  letters 
patent  aforesaid  and  all  and  singular  contained  in  them,  and 
willingly  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  accept  and 
approve  and  to  the  now  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
aforesaid  town  of  Southampton  and  their  successors  by  tenor 
of  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm  by  these  presents  as 
the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid  reasonably  testify,  that  the 
town  aforesaid  should  be  had  and  held  by  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  in  fee  farm  with  all 
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franchesiis  iurisdiccionibns  reddit18  scrvitiis  et  pcrtinentus  suis  quibus- 
cumque  imperpetanm  Reddend0  inde  nobis  haeredlbns  et  successoribus 
nostris  annuatim  ad  festum  sancti  Michaelis  Archangeli  ad  receptam 
scaccarii  nostri  p'M^t1  ducentas  Libras  cum  parva  custuma 


End  of 
Edward  YI's 
Charter. 


End  of 
Philip  and 
Mary's 
Charter. 


End  of 

Elizabeth's 

Charter. 


[Here  is  inserted  the  rest  of  Edward  VFs  Charter,  p.  12.] 

lit  in  fine  chartae  Edwardi  sexti  gerente  datam  vicessimo  septimo 
die  Aprilis  anno  regni  sui  septimo. 

Nos  autem  cartas  et  litteras  predictas  et  omnia  et  singula  in 
eisdem  contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  haeredlbus  et 
successoribus  n^ris  no8tmm  ^e^  Rggi^g  quantum  in  nobis  est 

acceptamus  et  approbamus  ac  dilectis  nob15  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  et  succe5soribu3  suis  villae  Suthampton  predictae  rati- 
ficam113  et  confirmamus  prout  cartae  et  litterae  predictae  in  se  racion- 
abiliter  testant"1'.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu111  has  litteras  nostras  fieri 
fecimui  patent  Testibus  nobis  ipsis  apud  Westmouasterlum  decimo 
septimo  die  Junii  annis  regnorum  n°strorum  quarto  et  quinto. 

Nos  autem  cartas  et  I1tteras  predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  in 
eisdem  contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nob1"  haeredibns  et 
successoribus  nostrjs  quantum  in  nobis  est  acceptam11*  et  approbam"8 
ac  dilt<;tis  nobls  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  success- 
oribus suis  villae  Suthampton  predlctae  ratificamus  et  confirmamus 
prout  cartae  et  llttcrae  prcdlctae  in  se  racionabiliter  testantur.  In 
cuius  rei  testimoniu"1  has  lltteras  nostras  fieri  fecimlus  patentcs. 
Teste  me  ip&a  apud  Westmonasterium  Sexto  die  Maii  anno  regni 
nostri  sexto. 

Nos  autem  cartas  et  litteras  predictas  ac  omnia  et  singula  in 
eisdem  contenta  rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobls  haeredlbns  et 
successoribtls  nostris  quantum  in  nobls  est  acceptamus  et  approbamus 
ac  diPtis  nobls  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivi  et  Burgensibl"  et  successor- 
ibus suis  villae  Suthampton  predictae  ratificamus  et  confirmamus 
prout  cartae  et  litterae  predictae  in  se  racionabiliter  testantur.  In 
cuius  rei  testimoniu1"  has  Litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes. 
Teste  me  ipbo  apud  Westmonasterium  quinto  decimo  die  Junii 
Anno  Regni  nostri  Angliae,  Franciae  et  Hiberniae  quarto  decimo, 
et  Scociae  quadragesimo  nono. 
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its  liberties,  franchises,  jurisdictions,  rents,  services  and  appur- 
tenances whatsoever  for  ever,  by  rendering  thence  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  annually  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel,  at  the  receipt  of  our  exchequer  aforesaid,  .£"200  with 
the  petty  customs, 

[Here  is  inserted  the  rest  of  Edward  VI's  Charter,  p.  13.] 

as  is  contained  in  the  end  of  the  charter  of  Edward  VI,  bearing 
the  date  the  27th  day  of  April,  in  the  seventh  year  of  our  reign. 
[A.D.  1553.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  charters  and  letters  patent 
and  all  and  singular  contained  in  the  same,  and  willingly  for 
them,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  of  us  the  said  queen  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  do  accept  and  approve  and  to  our  beloved  the  now 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  of  the  town  of 
Southampton  aforesaid  do  ratify  and  confirm  as  the  charters 
and  letters  aforesaid  in  themselves  do  reasonably  testify.  In 
testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made 
patent.  Witness  ourselves  at  Westminster,  on  the  I7th  day  of 
June,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  our  reigns.  [A.D.  1558.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid 
and  all  and  singular  contained  in  the  same,  and  willingly  for 
them,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  do 
accept  and  approve  and  to  our  beloved  now  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors  of  the  town  of  Southampton 
aforesaid  do  ratify  and  confirm  as  the  charters  and  letters 
aforesaid  in  themselves  reasonably  testify.  In  testimony  of 
which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent. 
Witness  myself  at  Westminster  on  the  6th  day  of  May  in  the 
sixth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1564.] 

We,  however,  having  ratified  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid 
and  all  and  singular  contained  in  the  same  and  willingly  for 
them,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  as  far  as  in  us  lies  do  accept 
and  approve  and  to  our  beloved  now  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses and  their  successors  of  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid 
do  ratify  and  confirm  as  the  charters  and  letters  aforesaid  in 
themselves  do  reasonably  testify.  In  testimony  of  which  we 
have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness  my- 
self at  Westminster  on  the  i5th  day  of  June  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  our  reign  of  England  and  the  forty-ninth  of  Scotland. 
[A.D.  1616.] 
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XXIX. 
16    CHARLES    I,1    1640. 


CAROLUS,  Dei  Gratia,  Angliae,  Scociae,  Franciae  et  Hiberniae 
Rex,  Fidei  Defensor  etc  ;  omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  Literae 
pervenerint,  Salutem  : — 

CUM  Villa  nostra  de  Southanil'ton,  in  Comitatu  Villae  South- 
ampton  sit  villa  antiqua  et  populosa,  super  Costeras  Maris  sita,  et 
a  tempore  in  cuius  contrariu™  memoria  hominum2  non  existit 
fuit  Villa  incorporata  ;  cumque  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 
Villae  de  Southampton  predictae,  et  Predecessores  sui  retroactis, 
temporibus  diversas  Libertates,  Franchesias  et  Privilegia, 
Immunitates  et  Preheminentias,  hactenus  habuerunt  et  tenuerunt 
et  usi  et  gravisi  fuerunt,  et  modo  habent  utuntur  et  gaudent  tarn 
per  chartas  diversorum  Progenitorum  et  Predecessorum  nost- 
rorum  nuper  Regum  et  Reginarum  Angliae,  quam  per  nonnulla 
Acta  Parliament1,  eis  pre  antea  facta,  concessa  et  connrmata, 
necnon  ratione  diversarum  Prescriptionum,  et  Consuetudinu131  in 
eadein  Villa,  a  tempore  cuius  contrarium  memoria  hominum  non 
existit  usitatarum  ;  cumque  delecti  subditi  nostri  modo  Maior, 
Ballivi,  Burgenses  et  Inhabitantes  Villae  de  Southampton  predictae 
nobis  humiWme  supplicaverunt  qnod  nos  omnes  et  singulas  Con- 
cessiones,  Chartas,  et  liHeras  Patentes,  ac  etiam  Privilegia,  et 
Franchesias  vetustas  Progenitorum  et  Antecessorum  nostrorum, 
eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  spectantes  seu  eidem 
Villae  consuetas,  per  aliquod  nomen,  sive  aliqua  nomina  Incor- 
poracionis,  factas  seu  concessas  ratificare,  approbare,  concedere, 
et  confirmare  dignaremur,  cum  addic'one,  augmentac'one,  alter- 
ac'one,  et  Explicac'one  quarundam  libertatum,  Concessionu™, 
privilegiornm,  Immunitatum  et  Franchesiarum,  prout  nobis  melius 
videretur  expedire,  pro  bono  publico  et  communi  utilitate 
eiusdem  Villae. 

SCIATIS  quod  nos  de  gracia  nostra  speciali,  ac  ex  certa 
scientia,  et  mero  motu  nostris,  necnon  humili  petic'oni  eorun- 
dem  Maioris,  Ballivorum,  Burgensiu"1  et  Inhabitantium  Villae 
predict36  in  praemissis  graciose  annuentes  voluim"4,  ordinavim"5, 
declaravimns,  concessimns,  et  confirmavimns  et  per  presentes  pro 


i  The  cost  of  this  charter  was  £219  17s.  (Journal,  1641,  f.  308).  It  appears  to  have  been  read  in  the 
House  In  English  for  the  first  time  on  September  2ud,  1640 ;  after  being  read,  It  was  put  into  the  great 
chest  with  the  English  paper  copy.  The  latter  seems  to  have  disappeared. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Charles,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France 
and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  to  all  men  unto 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting.  Whereas  our  town 
of  Southampton,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  is  an  ancient 
and  populous  town  and  situate  on  the  coast  of  the  sea,  and 
hath  been  a  town  incorporate  beyond  the  memory  of  man  ;  and 
whereas  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton aforesaid  and  their  predecessors  have  in  times  past 
hitherto  had,  held,  used  and  enjoyed,  and  now  have,  hold,  use 
and  enjoy  divers  liberties,  franchises,  privileges,  immunities  and 
pre-eminences,  as  well  by  the  charters  of  divers  of  our  pro- 
genitors and  predecessors,  late  kings  and  queens  of  England,  as 
by  some  Acts  of  Parliament  formerly  made,  granted  and  con- 
firmed unto  them,  and  also  by  reason  of  divers  prescriptions  and 
customs  used  in  the  same  town  beyond  the  memory  of  man  ; 
and  whereas  our  beloved  subjects  the  now  mayor,  bailiffs,  bur- 
gesses and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid 
have  humbly  besought  us  that  we  would  vouchsafe  to  ratify, 
approve,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  all  and  singular  the  grants,  charters  and  letters  patent, 
and  also  the  ancient  privileges  and  franchises  of  our  progenitors 
and  ancestors  relating  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
or  unto  the  same  town  accustomed  by  any  name  or  names  of 
incorporation  made  or  granted,  with  such  addition,  augmenta- 
tion, alteration  and  explication  of  certain  liberties,  grants, 
privileges,  immunities  and  franchises  as  shall  seem  best  and 
most  expedient  unto  us  for  the  public  good  and  common  benefit 
of  the  said  town. 

KNOW  YE  that  we,  of  our  special  grace  and  of  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  and  also  graciously  favouring  the 
humble  petition  of  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid  in  the  premisses,  have  willed, 
ordained,  declared,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents 


2  An  exaggeration.    (t>.  Charter  X,  Vol.  I,  p.  54.) 
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Corporation, 
whom. 


Mayor,  etc., 
may  sue 
and  be  sued. 


Time  and 
manner  of 
election  of 
Mayor,  etc. 


nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  volumus,  ordinam"8, 
declaramu8,  concedimus,  et  confirmamns  quod  Maior,  Ballivi  et 
Burgenses  Villae  de  Southampton  predict"0,  et  successores  sui 
imperpetuum  habeant,  teneant  et  guadeant  Libertates,  Francheslas, 
et  quietancias  et  Immunitates  subscriptas.  Videlicet  ;  Qnod  eadem 
Villa  de  Southampton  de  Uno  Maiore,  duobus  Ballivis,  et  de 
Burgensibus  erit  in  perpetuu7"  corporata ;  et  quod  iidem  Maior, 
Ballivi,  et  Burgenses,  et  Successores  sui  Maiores,  Ballivi,  et  Bur- 
genses Villae  illius  sic  corporat86  erunt  una  Communitas  perpetua 
corporata  in  re  et  nomine,  per  nomen  Maioris,  Ballivorum,  et 
Burgensium  Villae  de  Southampton,  habebuntque  successionem 
perpetuam. 

Et  quod  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  et  Successores  sui 
per  idem  nomen  erunt  personae  habiles  in  lege  ad  omnimod" 
placita,  sectas,  querelas,  et  demandas,  necnon  Actiones  reales, 
personales,  et  mixtas,  mota  et  movenda,  in  quibuscunque  Curiis 
nostris,  Haeredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum,  aut  aliorum 
quorumcunque,  tarn  coram  nobis  Haeredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris,  quam  coram  quibuscumque  lustitiar1"  et  ludicibus  spirit- 
ualibus  et  secularibus  in  quibuscunque  Curiis  prosequend89  et 
defendendas  et  quod  in  eisdem  pla"tare  possint  et  implacitari, 
respondere  et  responded. 

Et  quod  Elecc'o  eorundem  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Successorum 
suorum  singulis  Annis  iiat  sub  hac  forma  ;  videl!cet  :  Quod 
Maior  et  Burgenses  Villae  praedictac  pro  tempore  existentes  et  si 
Maior  occasione  mortis,  aut  alia  causa  urgenti  et  rationabili 
praesens  esse  non  contigerit,  tune  Burgenses  Villae  pro  tempore 
existentes  quolibet  Anno  die  Veneris1  proxim0  ante  Festum  Sancti 
Mathei2  Apostoli,  in  aliquo  loco  certo  infra  Villam  predict""1  sibi 
magis  placabili  convenire,  et  quendam  Burgensem  de  Burgens- 
ibus Villae  praedictae  idoneum  et  discretum  in  Maiore"1  Villae 
illius,  et  duos  alios  Burgenses  de  Burgensibus  Villae  predict86  in 
Ballivos  eiusdem  Villae,  pro  uno  Anno  integro,  et  quousque  alu 
in  Officia  Maioris  et  Ballivorum  illius  Villae  respective  eligentur, 
et  Officia  ilia  in  se  susceperint,  ad  Officia  ilia  in  eadem  Villa, 
ac  Suburbiis  et  precinctu  predict18,  pro  sana  et  salubri  guberna- 
cione  eiusdem  Villae  separatim  gerenda,  occupand8  et  exercend* 
eligere  possint,  et  ipsos  in  Maiorem  et  Ballivos  Villtte  predict86 
praeficere  et  creare  valeant. 


i  Veneris  dies.    Venus  corresponded  to  the  Saxon  goddess  Frlgga  or  Freya.    A.S.,  Vrege-daey. 
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for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  do  will,  ordain,  declare,  grant 
and  confirm  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
of  Southampton  aforesaid  and  their  successors  for  ever  shall 
have,  hold  and  enjoy  for  ever  the  liberties,  franchises,  acquitt- 
ances and  immunities  underwritten,  viz.  :  that  the  same  town 
of  Southampton  shall  for  ever  be  incorporate  of  one  mayor,  two 
bailiffs  and  of  burgesses,  and  that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  and  their  successors,  mayors,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  that  town  so  incorporate,  shall  be  one  perpetual  community 
corporate,  in  deed  and  in  name,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  and  that  they 
shall  have  perpetual  succession. 

And  that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their 
successors  by  the  same  name  shall  be  persons  capable  in  the  law 
to  prosecute  and  defend  all  manner  of  pleas,  suits,  plaints  and 
demands,  and  actions  real,  personal  and  mixed,  moved  and  to 
be  moved  in  any  of  the  courts  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  or  of 
any  others  whatsoever,  as  well  before  us,  our  heirs  or  successors 
as  before  any  other  justices  or  judges  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  in  any  court  whatsoever,  and  that  in  the  same  they 
may  be  able  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  and  answer  and  be 
answered. 

And  that  the  election  of  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses and  their  successors  shall  be  made  every  year  after  this 
manner,  viz.  :  that  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  town  afore- 
said for  the  time  being  (and  if  the  mayor,  by  reason  of  death  or 
for  any  other  urgent  and  reasonable  cause,  happeneth  not  to  be 
present,  then  the  burgesses  of  the  town  for  the  time  being)  every 
year  on  the  Friday  next  before  the  Feast  of  St.  Matthew  the 
Apostle  shall  meet  together  in  some  certain  place  within  the 
town  aforesaid,  to  them  most  convenient,  and  elect  a  certain 
fit  and  discreet  burgess  of  the  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid 
to  be  the  mayor  of  that  town,  and  two  other  burgesses  of  the 
burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  to  be  bailiffs  of  the  same  town 
for  one  whole  year,  and  until  others  into  the  offices  of  mayor 
and  bailiffs  of  the  town  shall  be  respectively  chosen  and  have 
taken  upon  themselves  those  offices,  and  them  shall  appoint  and 
create  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  to  bear, 
occupy  and  exercise  the  same  offices  of  the  same  town,  and  the 
suburbs  and  precincts  aforesaid,  for  the  wholesome  and  sound 

2  Feast  of  St.  Matthew— September  21st.    The  date  of  the  mayoral  election  was  changed  to  Novem- 
ber 9th  by  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1835  (6  Will.  IV). 
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Et  si  contigerit  aliquem  vel  aliquos  in  Officium  vel  Officia 
Maioris  aut  Ballivorum  Villae  predict"  aut  eorum  alicuius  modo 
predict0  electum  eadem  Officia,  vel  eorum  aliquod,  in  se  suscipere 
recusare,  quod,  tune,  de  tempore  in  tempus,  bene  licebit  Maiori 
et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict*6  pro  tempore  existentlbus  alium  vel 
alios  de  Burgensibus  Villae  predictae  aliquibus  temporibus  infra 
viginti  dies  proximos  post  predict""1  Festum  Sancti  Mathei 
Apostoli  in  predict4  Officia  Maioris  et  Ballivorum  aut  in  Officlum 
eorum  alicuius  eligere,  et  ipsum  vel  ipsos  in  Maiorem  et  Ballivos 
Villae  predict86  respective  preficere  et  creare  ad  Officiu"1  illud, 
vel  Officia  ilia  in  eadem  Villa,  Suburbiis  et  praecinctn  eiusdem 
pro  uno  Anno  integro,  et  quousque  al"  in  Officla  predict* 
respective  eligentur,  et  ilia  in  se  susceperint,  separatim  gerenda, 
occupanda,  et  exercenda. 

Firat  Mayor       AC  pro  meliori   execuc;one    voluntatis  nostrae  in   hac  parte. 

andBaihffs.  .   *  j-iec^n  u-       u 

nommamus  et  appunctuam  ail  t  m  nobis  Henncum  Brace- 
bridge1,  modo  Maiorem  Villae  predict116,  fore  et  esse  primum  et 
modernu™  Maiorem  eiusdem  Villae,  et  Henricum  Pitt2,  et  lohan- 
nem  Benger,  esse  primes  et  modernos  Ballivos  Villae  predict36 
continuand03  in  eisdem  Offichs  a  confectione  presentium  usque  ad 
Festum  Saricti  Mathei  Appostoli  iam  proxime  futur1"",  et  quous- 
que unus  alius  de  Burgensibus  Villae  predictae,  in  Officltlm  Maioris, 
et  aln  in  Offic1a  Ballivi  vel  Officia  Ballivorum  Villae  predictac  de 
predict18  Burgensibus  debito  modo  eligentur,  et  Officia  ilia  in  se 
respective  suscipiant. 

Recorder,          ]?{•  insuper  volumns,  et  per  praesentes  pro  nobis,  Haeredibus  et 

to  be  chosen.  Successoribus  nostris  concedimns  iisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis,  et  Bur- 
gonsibus  Villae  predictae  et  Successoribus  suis,  qnod  iidem  Maior, 
Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  et  Successores  sui  habeant  et  imposterum 
de  tempore  in  tempus  habebunt  infra  Villam3  predictam  unum 
idoneum  et  discretum  virum  in  legibus  Angliae  eruditum4,  qui 
sit  et  erit  Recordator5  Villae  predictae,  in  Officio  illo  continuandus 


1  The  Bracebrldges  have  taken  an  important  part  In  the  municipal  life  of  the  town.    H.  Bracebridge 
was  sheriff,  1635  ;  mayor,  1639.    Arthur  was  sheriff,  1660  ;  mayor,  1666.    Thomas  was  sheriff,  1693 ; 
mayor,  1702.    Arthur,  sheriff,  1723 ;  mayor,  1733. 

2  Sheriff,  1640  ;  mayor,  1645  and  1655. 

»  The  recorder  ought  to  reside  In  the  town  (Infra  villam),  and  Mr.  Penruddoke  signed  a  promise 
always  to  reside  here  in  the  vacation.    (Speed,  Hitt.  of  Southampton) 

4  Speed  notes  "  This  means  an  utter  Barrister.    Statute  of  Sewers,  23  Henry  VIII,  cap.  5,  sec.  10." 

s  Here  flrst  mentioned  by  this  title.    (8ee  note  1,  Vol.  I,  p.  106.) 

In  1649  it  was  ordered  that  the  recorder  be  allowed  £20  a  year  for  bis  house-rent,  so  long  as  he 


CHARTERS    OF   SOUTHAMPTON.  8 1 

government  of  the  same  town ;  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  any 
one  or  more,  in  the  manner  aforesaid  elected  into  the  office  or 
offices  of  mayor  or  bailiffs  of  the  same  town,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  refuse  to  take  upon  himself  or  themselves  the  same  offices 
or  any  of  them,  that  then  and  in  such  case,  from  time  to  time, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being  to  elect  another  or  others  of 
the  burgesses  of  the  aforesaid  town,  at  any  time  within  twenty 
days  next  after  the  aforesaid  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle, 
into  the  aforesaid  offices  of  mayor  and  bailiffs  or  into  the  office 
of  either  of  them,  and  such  person  or  persons  respectively  to 
appoint  and  make  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  town  aforesaid, 
severally  to  bear,  occupy  and  exercise  the  same  office  and  offices 
in  the  same  town,  suburbs  and  precincts  thereof,  for  one  whole 
year,  and  until  others  shall  into  the  aforesaid  office  or  offices  be 
respectively  elected,  and  shall  take  upon  themselves  the  same. 

And,  for  the  better  execution  of  our  will  in  this  behalf,  we  do 
nominate  and  appoint  our  beloved  Henry  Bracebridge,  now 
mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  to  be  the  first  and  present  mayor 
of  the  same  town,  and  Henry  Pitt  and  John  Benger,  now  bailiffs, 
to  be  the  first  and  present  bailiffs  of  the  town  aforesaid,  to  be  con- 
tinued in  the  same  offices  from  the  taking  effect  of  these  presents 
unto  the  Feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle  now  next  ensuing, 
and  until  one  other  of  the  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  to  the 
office  of  mayor  and  others  to  the  office  or  offices  of  bailiff  or 
bailiffs  of  the  said  town,  out  of  the  aforesaid  burgesses,  in  due 
manner  shall  be  elected  and  shall  respectively  take  upon  them- 
selves those  offices. 

Moreover,  we  will  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors  do  grant  unto  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  aforesaid  and  their  successors,  that  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  their  successors  may  have,  and  here- 
after from  time  to  time  shall  have,  within  the  town  aforesaid, 
one  fit  and  discreet  man,  learned  in  the  laws  of  England,  who 

should  live  In  the  town.    In  1688  It  was  determined  that  his  fee  should  be  £5  a  year.    (Speed.) 

The  Oath  of  the  Recorder :— "  You  shall  be  faithful  and  true  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  of 
England  and  his  heirs.  Kings  or  Queens  of  England.  You  shall  administer  common  right  after  the 
common  law  of  England,  and  the  laudable  customs  of  this  town,  to  every  person  that  shall  duly  require 
the  same,  as  well  to  poor  as  to  rich.  You  shall  also  true  counsel  give  unto  the  mayor  and  his  brethren 
to  your  power,  and  their  counsel  you  shall  well  and  truly  keep,  and  not  be  absent  from  them  at  such 
places  and  times  as  you  should  personally  give  your  attendance  without  the  license  of  the  mayor,  or 
that  you  be  otherwise  reasonably  occasioned.  And  as  well  all  these  things  as  all  other  things  that  to 
your  office  of  recorder  of  this  town  shall  or  doth  belong,  as  near  as  you  can,  you  shall  truly  do  and 
execute.  So  help  you  God." 
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Recorder  to 
be  sworn 
before  he  is 
admitted. 


quumdiu  se  bene  gesserit  in  eodem.  Quodque  de  tempore  in 
tempus  post  mortem  vel  amocionem  Recordator18  Villae  predict86 
pro  tempore  existent13  bene  liceat  et  licebit  prefat18  Maiori, 
Aldermannls,  et  ceteris  de  communi  Concilio  Villtte  predict86  pro 
tempore  existentibns,  aut  Maiori  parti  eorundem,  (quorum  Maiorem 
et  duos  Alderrnannorum  senior™  Villae  predict66  pro  tempore 
existentlnm  tres  semper  esse  volumus)  unum  aliii™  virum  honestum, 
discretum,  et  in  legibus  Angliae  eruditum  eligere  et  facere  Re- 
cordatorem  Villae  predictae,  in  eodem  Officio  continuandnm  quamdiu 
se  bene  gesserit  in  eodem.  Nihilominus  quotiescunque  acciderit 
in  aliqua  huiusmodi  electione  alicui"9  Recordator1*  Villae  predict"6 
pro  tempore  existentis  quod  votorum  et  suffragiorum  numerus 
fuerit  equalis,  qnod  tune,  et  in  tali  casu  volumus,  et  per  presentes 
pro  nobis  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  concedimns  et 
ordinamus  quod  maioris  Votum  et  Suffragium  pro  duobus  in  huiu9- 
modi  elleccione  habeatur  et  reputetur. 

Qui  quidem  Recordator  priusquam  admittetur  ad  execuc'onem 
officii  sui  predict1  sacramentum  suum  corporale  praestabit  coram 
Maiore  villae  predict86  pro  tempore  existente  pro  debita  et  fideli 
execuc'one  omnium  et  singulorum  quae  ad  Officium  Recordator19 
villae  predict116  spectant  et  pertinent.  Quare  volumus  et  per 
presentes,  pro  nobis,  Haeredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  damus 
et  concedimus  plenam  Potestatem,  Facultatem,  et  Authoritatem 
Maiori  Villae  predict86,  pro  tempore  existen11,  dandi  et  adminis- 
trandi  tale  Sacra mentum  corporale  super  Sacrosanctum  Evangellum 
Dei1  cuilibet  Recordatori  VilPe  predict86,  pro  vera  execuc'one 
Officii  Recordator18  Villae  predictae,  secnndum  tenorem  presentium, 
absque  aliqua  Commissione  aut  ulteriori  Warrant0  a  nobis, 
Haeredibus,  vel  Successoribus  nostris  in  ea  parte  procurand18  sive 
obtinend19.  Qui  quidem  Recordator  et  quilibet  eorum  de  tem- 
pore in  tempus,  quando  et  quotiescunque  opus  fuerit  erint 
Assistentes  et  auxiliantes  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
Villae  predict*16  in  omnibus  causis,  accionibus,  et  placitis  acci- 
dentibus  aut  emergenLit)as  infra  Villam  predictam  aut  eandem  con- 
cernentibu9,  in  quibuscunque  Curiis  tarn  infra  qnam  extra  Villam 
predictam.  Ac  volumus  et  per  presentes  nominam"9  et  con- 
stituimus  dilecttlm  nobis  Thomam  Levingston2  armigerum,  Legis 


1  Though  the  deposition  of  the  mayor  and  other  officers  is  frequently  mentioned  In  former  charters, 
yet  the  form  and  manner  of  doing  it  Is  nowhere  specified  before. 

2  In  1651  (December  6th)  Mr.  Hildesly  wrote  to  the  corporation  to  choose  a  uew  recorder,  which 
being  communicated  to  Mr.  Levlngston,  the  then  recorder,  he  agreed  to  it,  and  John  LUle,  Lord  Com- 


CHARTERS    OF   SOUTHAMPTON.  83 

may  and  shall  be  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid,  in  that  office 
to  be  continued  so  long  as  he  shall  behave  himself  well  in  the 
same ;  and  that,  from  time  to  time,  after  the  death  or  removal 
of  the  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  the  rest  of  the 
common  council  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  the  mayor  and  two 
of  the  senior  aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  three),  to  elect  and  make  one  other  honest  and  discreet 
man,  learned  in  the  laws  of  England,  recorder  of  the  town  afore- 
said, in  the  same  office  to  be  continued  so  long  as  he  shall 
behave  himself  well  therein ;  nevertheless,  as  often  as  it  shall 
happen  in  any  such  election  of  any  recorder  of  the  town 
aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  that  the  number  of  the  votes  and 
suffrages  shall  be  equal,  that  then  and  in  such  case  we  will, 
and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  do,  by  these  presents,  grant 
and  ordain  that  the  vote  and  suffrage  of  the  mayor  in  such 
elections  shall  be  had  and  reputed  for  two. 

Which  recorder,  before  he  shall  be  admitted  to  the  execution 
of  his  said  office,  shall  take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  mayor 
of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  for  the  due  and  faith- 
ful execution  of  all  and  singular  the  things  appertaining  or 
relating  unto  the  office  of  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid ;  to 
which  end  we  will  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  do  give  and  grant  full  power,  license  and  authority 
to  the  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  to  give 
and  administer  such  corporal  oath  upon  the  Holy  Gospel  of  God, 
to  every  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  true  execution 
of  the  office  of  recorder  of  the  said  town,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  these  presents,  without  any  commission  or  further  warrant 
from  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  in  that  behalf  to  be  procured  or 
obtained  ;  which  recorder,  and  every  of  them,  from  time  to  time, 
when  and  as  often  as  need  requireth,  shall  be  assisting  and 
helping  unto  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  in  all  causes,  actions  and  pleas  happening  or  arising 
within  the  town  aforesaid,  or  the  same  concerning,  in  any  courts 
whatsoever,  as  well  within  as  without  the  aforesaid  town  ;  and 
we  will,  and  by  these  presents  nominate  and  appoint  our  beloved 
Thomas  Levingston,  Esq.,  learned  in  the  laws,  to  be  the  present 

missloner,  was  chosen ;  bat  (December  9th)  1658,  Mr.  Levingston  brought  &  writ  of  restitution  from  the 
Upper  Bench,  and  the  next  year  he  was  restored  in  obedience  to  that  writ,  and  John  Lisle  quitted 
(Speed).  This  writ  was  signed  by  Richard  Cromwell.  In  1640  Thomas  Levingston  represented  the 
town  in  Parliament. 
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peritum,  modernum  Recordatorem  Villae  pr°dictae,  continuandum 
in  officio  Recordatoris  Villae  predictae  quamdiu  se  bene  gesserit 
in  eodem. 

Mayor,  etc.,  Ac  eciam  pro  nobis,  Haeredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris 
moved  in  volumns  et  concedimns  predictis  Maiori,  et  Burgensibus,  et  Suc- 
cessorit>us  suis,  per  Presentes,  quod  de  tempore  in  tempus  posthac 
in  perpetuum  bene  liceat  et  licebit  Recordatori,  Aldermannis, 
et  ceteris  de  communi  Concilio  Villne  predict"6  pro  tempore 
existentibus  inferius  menc'onat0,  vel  maiori  parti  eorundem 
(quorum  Recordatorem  et  sex  Aldermann03  Villne  predict86  pro 
tempore  existentes  septem  esse  volurnns)  secundum  eorum  sanas 
discretiones,  et  quandocunque  eis  necessar1um  fore  videbitur 
Maiori  Villae  predictne  pro  tempore  existent1  pro  mala  guber- 
nacione  in  eadem  Villa,  Libertatlbus,  sive  Praecinct"  eiusdem,  aut 
male  se  gerend0,  aut  aliqua  causa  racionabili,  ab  officio  Maioris 
Villae  predict06  amovere  et  deponere.  Quodque  eciam  de 
tempore  in  tempus  posthac  imperpetuum  bene  liceat  et  licebit 
Maiori,  Recordatori,  Aldermann15  et  ceteris  de  communi  Concilio 
Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentlbus,  aut  maiori  parti  eorun- 
dem (quorum  Maiorcm,  Recordatorem  et  sex  Aldermanuos  Villae 
predict"0  pro  tempore  existentes  octo  esse  volumus)  per  eorum 
discrec'ones,  quandocunque  exigerit,  aliquem  vel  aliquos  de 
Aldermannis  et  Ballivis  Villae  predict516  pro  tempore  existentibns 
pro  male  se  gerend0,  vel  aliqua  alia  causa  quacunque  racion- 
abili, ab  officils  sive  locis  Aldermanni  sive  Aldermannorum, 
Ballivi  sive  Ballivorum  Villae  predict06  deponere  et  amovere. 
Et  si  huiusmodi  Maior  et  Ballivi  aut  eorum  aliquis  infra  Annu™ 
post  eorum,  vel  eorum  alicuiu*  Elecclonem  factam  decederint 
vel  decederit,  aut  pro  minus  sana  gubernacione  Villne  predict86, 
aut  pro  aliquo  delicto,  vel  alia  causa  rationabili  quacunque  ab 
officio  seu  loc°  Maioratus,  seu  Ballivorum  sive  Ballivi  Villae 
predict"  sic  ut  prefertur  depositi  vel  amoti  fuerint,  aut  depositus 
vel  amotus  fuerit.  Qnod  tune  Burgenses  Villae  predict"6,  vel 
Maior  pars  eorundem,  alium  Burgensem  idoneum  et  discretum 
in  Maior6"1  Villae  predict86,  loco  huiusmodi  Maioris  taliter  dece- 
dentis,  depositi  vel  amoti,  ac  duos  alios  Burgenses,  seu  alium 
Burgensem,  in  Ballivos,  sive  in  alter1""  Ballivorum  eiusdem 
Villae,  locis,  sive  loco,  hniu9modi  Ballivorum,  seu  huinsiVi  Ballivi, 
taliter  decedenciu™  vel  decedentis,  depositorum  vel  depositi, 
amotorum  sive  amoti  pro  residue  Anni  illius  ad  eandem  Villam 
regendam  et  gubernandam  infra  quindecim  dies  proxim08  post 
decessum,  depositionem  sive  amotionem,  eligere  possint  prseficere 
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recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  to  continue  in  the  same 
office  of  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid  as  long  as  he  shall 
behave  himself  well  in  the  same. 

And  also  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  will  and  grant 
to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  and  their  successors,  by  these 
presents,  that,  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  for  ever,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  recorder,  aldermen  and  the  rest  of  the 
common  council  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being  within 
mentioned,  or  the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  the 
recorder  and  six  of  the  aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the 
time  being,  shall  be  seven)  according  to  their  sound  discretions 
and  whensoever  it  shall  seem  to  them  to  be  necessary,  to  remove 
and  depose  the  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being, 
for  evil  government  in  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts  of 
the  same,  or  for  ill  demeaning  of  himself,  or  for  any  other  reason- 
able cause,  from  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid  ;  and 
also  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  for  ever,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  and  the  rest  of  the 
common  council  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  the  mayor,  recorder  and  six 
aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  we  will  to  be 
eight)  according  to  their  discretions,  whensoever  the  case  shall 
require,  to  depose  and  remove  either  or  any  of  the  aldermen  and 
bailiffs  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  for  evil  demean- 
ing of  himself  or  for  any  other  reasonable  cause  whatsoever, 
from  their  offices  or  places  of  alderman  or  aldermen,  bailiff  or 
bailiffs  of  the  town  aforesaid ;  and  if  such  mayor  and  bailiffs 
or  either  of  them,  within  a  year  after  election  made  of  them  or 
either  of  them  shall  have  deceased,  or  for  evil  government  of 
the  aforesaid  town,  or  for  any  fault,  or  for  other  reasonable  cause 
whatsoever,  from  the  office  or  place  of  the  mayoralty,  or  bailiffs 
or  bailiff  of  the  town  aforesaid  hath  been  deposed  or  removed 
as  aforesaid,  that  then  the  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  within  fifteen  days  next  after  such  decease, 
deposal  or  amotion,  may  elect,  appoint  and  create  another  fit 
and  discreet  burgess  to  be  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  in  the 
place  of  such  mayor  so  deceased,  deposed  or  removed,  and  two 
other  burgesses  or  one  other  burgess  to  be  bailiffs  or  bailiff  of 
the  same  town,  in  the  places  or  place  of  such  bailiffs  or  bailiff 
so  deceased,  deposed  or  amoved,  in  the  same  town  to  rule  and 
govern  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  year ;  so  that  always,  as 
well  every  such  mayor  as  every  such  bailiff  of  the  town  afore- 
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et  creare.  Ita  semper  quod  tarn  quilibet  huinsmodi  Maior,  quttm 
quillbet  huiusmodi  Ballivus  Villae  predictae  pro  anno  integro,  aut 
aliqua  parte  Anni,  ut  prefertur  eligendus  sacramentnm  prsestabit 
corporale  coram  Burgensibus  Villae  predict8*,  aut  maiori  parti 
eorundem  de  officio  ad  quod  taliter  fuerit  electus  bene  et  fideliter 
faciend0  et  exequend0.  Quod  quidem  sacrament™  de  tempore 
in  tempus  admin istrand1  diet18  Burgensibus  pro  tempore  exist- 
entlbns,  aut  maiori  parti  eorum  potestatem  damus  per  presentes. 

Et  qnod  quilibet  Burgens  Villae  predictae  qui  ex  nunc  in  Maiorem 
Eflcheator.  Villae  illius  eligetur,  et  Maior  ibldem  existet,  eo  facto  et  quam 
citius  in  Maiorem  Villae  illius  sic  electus  et  prefectus  fuerit,  erit 
extunc  Esc^tor1  noster  et  Haeredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum 
in  Villa,  Suburbiis,  Precinctu  predict48,  et  aliis  locis  eisdem 
pertinent11™3,  durante  tempore  quo  omcium  Maioratus  Villae  pre- 
dict^ occupabit ;  et  quod  idem  Maior  pro  tempore  existen8  habeat 
et  habebit  in  Villa,  Suburbiis,  Precinctu  et  Locis  predict15 
Potestatem,  Iurisdiccionem,  Authoritatem  et  Libertat6111  ad  omnia  et 
singula  ad  Officium  Escaetoris  pertinentla,  prout  caeteri  Escaetor68 
nostri,  Haeredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  alibi  infra  Regnum 
nostrnm  Angliae,  habent,  vel  habere  debent.  Ita  quod  nullo 
tempore  nunc  futur0  aliquis  Escaetor  nisi  Maior  Villae  predict56 
pro  tempore  existen5  Villam,  Suburbia,  Precinctus,  seu  Loca 
predicta,  ad  aliquod  quod  ad  omcium  Escaetor15  in  eadem  Villa 
pertinet  faciendnm  seu  exequendum  ingrediatur,  nee  se  de  aliquo 
in  iisdem  Villa,  Suburbiis,  precinctu,  et  locis  coloro  Officii  sui 
intromittat  quoquomodo.  Et  quod  quilibet  huinsmocli  Burgens  in 
Maiorem  Villae  predictae  ex  nunc  eligendus,  post  huiusmodi  elect- 
ion6111 de  se  factam,  Sacrament"'11  suum,  de  officio  Escaetor18  nostri, 
Haeredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum,  eiusdem  bene  et  fideliter 
faciend0,  praestabit  infra  Villam  predict8"1,  coram  BurgenslbTI 
Villae  predictae.  Quod  quidem  Sacrament™  de  tempore  in  tem- 
pus administrand1  diet18  Burgensibus  aut  Maiori  parti  eorundem 
potestatem  damlis  per  presentes.  Ita  quod  huiusmodi  Maior  et 
Escaetor  Villae  predictae  ad  praestanduul  huinsmodi  Sacramentum 
alibi  quam  infra  Villam  predict8"1,  seu  coram  aliis  qllum  coram 
Burgensibus  Villae  illius,  nullo  modo  tenebitur  neque  compel- 
labitur. 


i  V.  Charter  23  Henry  VI,  Vol.  I,  p.  68. 
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said,  for  the  whole  year  or  any  part  of  the  year  that  he  is  chosen, 
shall  take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  burgesses  of  the  town 
aforesaid  or  the  major  part  of  them,  well  and  faithfully  to  do 
and  execute  the  office  unto  which  he  shall  have  been  so  chosen  ; 
and  which  oath  we  do,  by  these  presents,  empower  the  said 
burgesses  for  the  time  being  or  the  major  part  of  them  from 
time  to  time  to  administer. 

And  that  every  burgess  of  the  town  aforesaid  who  shall 
henceforth  be  chosen  mayor  of  that  town  and  shall  there  remain 
mayor,  and  on  that  account  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  so  chosen 
and  appointed  mayor  of  that  town  from  thenceforth  shall  be 
escheator  of  us,  and  of  our  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  town, 
suburbs  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  other  places  to  the  same 
belonging,  during  the  time  in  which  he  shall  occupy  the  office 
of  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  same  mayor, 
for  the  time  being,  may  and  shall  have  in  the  town,  suburbs, 
precincts  and  places  aforesaid,  power,  jurisdiction,  authority 
and  liberty,  and  all  and  singular  the  things  unto  the  office  of 
escheator  belonging,  as  other  escheators  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors  elsewhere  within  our  kingdom  of  England  have  or 
ought  to  have,  so  that  at  no  time  of  the  year  hereafter,  any 
escheator  (unless  the  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time 
being)  shall  enter  into  the  town,  suburbs,  precincts  or  places 
aforesaid  to  do  or  execute  any  thing  which  to  the  office  of 
escheator  in  the  same  town  belongs,  to  be  done  or  executed,  nor 
shall,  in  any  manner  howsoever,  intromit  himself  for  any  thing 
in  the  same  town,  suburbs,  precincts  and  places,  by  colour  of  his 
office  ;  and  that  every  such  burgess,  hereafter  to  be  chosen  mayor 
of  the  town  aforesaid,  after  such  election  of  him  made,  shall 
take  his  oath,  within  the  town  aforesaid,  before  the  burgesses 
of  the  said  town,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of 
escheator  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  of  the  same  town ; 
which  oath  we  give  power,  by  these  presents,  to  the  said 
burgesses  or  the  major  part  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  to 
administer,  so  that  such  mayor  and  escheator  of  the  town  afore- 
said shall  by  no  means  be  bound  or  compelled  unto  the  taking 
of  such  oath  elsewhere  than  within  the  town  aforesaid,  or  before 
other  than  the  burgesses  of  the  same  town. 
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Et  qnod  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  de  se-ipsis1  eligere 
possint  et  creare  Coronatores2  in  predicta  Villa,  ad  Attachia- 
menta  Placitorum  Coronae  nostrae,  ac  alia  ad  Officium  Coron- 
atorum  spectantia  infra  predict™  Villam  et  Libertates  eiusdem 
Villae  emergenda,  facienda  et  respondeant  coram  lustitiariis 
nostris  Itinerantibns  in  partibus  illis  de  Attachiamentis  per  ipsos 
Ptis,  et  aliis  ad  OfficiiT  Coronatorum  pertinentibns ;  sicut  alii 
Coronatores  respondere  debent  et  solent.  Qui-quidem  Coron- 
atorcs  sacrament1™  super  sacrosanct""1  Dei  Evangelium,  coram 
Burgensibus  Villae  predict36  pro  tempore  existentibns,  aut  Maiore 
parte  eorundem,  ad  officium  predict™1  bene  et  fideliter  exequendnm 
praestabunt.  Quibus-quidem  Burgensibus  Villae  predict"6,  vel 
maiori  parti  eorundem  pro  tempore  existentimn  ad  huiusmodi  sacra- 
ment1"11 super  sacrosanct1"11  Dei  Evangel1"™  dand1  et  administrandi 
potestatem  et  authoritatem  concedimus  per  presentes. 

Ac-eciam  volumus,  et  pro  nobis,  Haeredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris  concedim115  et  confirmam""  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  et  Successoribus  suis  per  presentes,  Quod  Villa 
predict8,  necnon  precinctus  et  limit6*'  eiusdem  Villae  extendent 
et  protendent,  ac  extendere  et  protendere  voleant  et  possint,  tarn 
in  longitudine  quam  in  latitudine,  ad  et  per  talcs  et  huinsmodi  locos, 
ad  et  per  quale?  et  quae,  de  tempore  in  tempus,  cuius  contrar18 
hominum  memoria  non  existit,  extendere  et  protendere  consue- 
verunt  aut  debuerunt. 

Ac  ulterius  de  ampliori  gracia  nostra  speciali,  ac  ex  certa 
scientia,  et  mero  motu  nostris,  pro  nobis  et  Haeredibus  et  Suc- 
cessoribus nostris  dam"s,  concedim115  et  connrmamus  quod  predict1 
Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses,  et  Successores  sui,  habeant  pre- 
dictam  Villam  de  Southanipton  ad  Firmam  imperpetuu™,  cum 
Portu  de  Portsmu"1,  et  cum  omnibus  pertinanci'5,  Libertatibus, 
et  Liberis  corisuetudinlbus  suis,  et  aliis  omnibus  quae  ad  firmam 
dictae  Villae  de  Southanipton  pertinent,  aut  unqnam  antehac 
pertinebant,  Habendum  et  tenendnm  Villam  predict3"1  prefat18 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus,  et  Successoribus  suis  in  foed1 
firm""',  cum  omnibus  Libertatibus,  Franchesiis,  lurisdiccionibus, 
Redditibu?,  Serviclis  et  pertinauciis  suis  quibuscunque  imperpetuum, 


i  Sliced  nientioiiB  that  this  article  (that  coroners  should  be  chosen  from  the  burgesses  (de  seipeis) ) 
has  not  been  observed  for  niaiiy  years.  He  goes  on  "  And  In  the  clause  concerning  refusal  to  serve 
offices,  the  office  of  Coroner  is  mention'd  among  those  for  refusing  to  serve  which,  they  are  liable  to  be 
fln'd.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  Coroner  should  be  a  Lawyer,  the  Coroners  of  many  Counties  are  not 
Lawyers.  Perhaps  the  Coroners  now  chose  in  this  Town  are  in  reality  no  Coroners  at  all,  for  they 
cannot  be  chose  otherwise  than  the  Charter  directs."  (Speed,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  95  (250) ). 
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And  that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  themselves 
may  elect  and  make  coroners  in  the  aforesaid  town,  to  make 
attachments  of  the  pleas  of  our  Crown  and  other  things  unto 
the  office  of  coroners  belonging,  within  the  town  aforesaid  and 
the  liberties  of  the  same  town  arising,  and  that  they  may  answer 
before  our  justices  itinerant  in  those  parts  of  the  attachments  by 
them  made,  and  of  other  things  belonging  to  the  office  of 
coroners,  as  other  coroners  ought  and  are  wont  to  answer ;  which 
coroners  shall  take  their  oath  upon  the  Holy  Gospel  of  God? 
before  the  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the 
office  aforesaid,  and  to  which  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  or 
the  major  part  of  them  there,  for  the  time  being,  we  do,  by  these 
presents,  grant  power  and  authority  to  give  and  administer  such 
oath  upon  the  Holy  Gospel  of  God. 

And  also  we  will,  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  do  grant 
and  confirm  unto  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors,  by  these  presents,  that  the  town  aforesaid  and 
also  the  precincts  and  limits  of  the  same  shall  extend  and  reach, 
and  may  and  shall  be  able  to  extend  and  reach,  as  well  in  length 
as  in  breadth,  unto  and  by  such  and  the  same  places  unto  and 
by  which,  from  time  to  time,  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  they 
have  been  wont  and  accustomed  to  extend  and  reach. 

And  moreover,  of  our  further  special  grace  and  of  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  give,  grant  and  confirm  that  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  may  have  the  afore- 
said town  of  Southampton  at  farm  for  ever  with  the  port  of 
Portsmouth,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  liberties  and  free 
customs,  and  all  other  things  which  to  the  farm  of  the  said  town 
of  Southampton  belong,  or  at  any  time  heretofore  did  belong, 
to  have  and  to  hold  the  town  aforesaid  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  in  fee  farm,  with  all 
the  liberties,  franchises,  jurisdictions,  revenues,  services,  and 
appurtenances  whatsoever  for  ever  ;  yielding  therefore  yearly 


a  V.  Charter  V,  Vol.  I,  p.  14. 
3  V.  note,  Vol.  I,  p.  14. 
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Reddendo  inde  nobis  et  haeredibus,  et  Successoribus  nostris 
annuatim,  ad  Festum  Sancti  Michaelis  Archangel!,  ad  Receptum 
S°*ccarii  nostri  predictas  Ducentas  libras,  cum  parva  Custuma 
aliquo  Anno  ibldem  ad  Summam  Ducentarum  librarum  attinget, 
aut  cum  aliquae  Naves  vocatae  Carickes  de  lene,  aut  cum  aliquae 
Naves  vocatae  Gallies  de  Veriece,  ad  Portum  Villae  predict46  cum 
Merchandisis  suis  quoque  Anno  venient,  ibidemque  discarcabunt 
et  eskippabunt,  seu  recarcabunt ;  Et  reddendo  inde  nobis, 
haeredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  ad  dictum  Festum  sancti 
Michaelis  Archangeli  ad  dictllm  Receptum  Scaccarii  Quinquaginta 
libr88  tantum  annuatim  et  non  plus,  cum  parva  Custuma  in  Villa 
predict11  ad  dictam  Summam  ducentarum  librarum.  non  attinget, 
Et  quod  dictae  Naves  vocatae  Carrickes,  et  dictae  Naves  vocatae 
Gallies  de  Venece,  ad  Portum  predict""1  ut  prefertur  non  venient. 
£150  allowed  Et  ulterius  Sciatis  quod  nos  in  consideratione  tarn  grandiuul 
the  Town  onerum  quae  dicti  Maior,  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  Villae  predictae  et 
Walls.  Inhabitantes  eiusdem  Villae  habuerunt  et  sustinuerunt,  et  in  dies 

habent  et  sustinent  nunc  paupertatis,  et  decasus,  eiusdem 
Villae,  et  Inhabitantium  eiusdem,  tarn  circa  reparacionem 
Murorum  Villae  predict"  et  fortium  ibidem  vocatorum  Bulwark6, 
modo  vel  nuper  in  magna  Ruina  et  Decasu  existentlum,  seu 
fueruut  quae  per  predict03  Maiorem,  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
eiusdem  Villae  et  Successores  suos  reparati  fuerunt  ac  imposterum 
de  tempore  in  tempus,  reparari  debent  quam  pro  eo  quod  dicta 
Villa  est  frontera  iacen8  super  Costeras  Maris,  versus  Norman- 
diam,  Franciam,  et  alias  australes  partes  inibi  (existit),  Et 
quod  predict1  Maior,  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  eandem  Villam  contra 
Inimicos  Regni  nostri  defendere  semper  hactenus  parati  fuerunt, 
et  in  futur0  pro  posse  suo  defendere  intendunt,  prout  tenentur 
et  nobis  nunc  promittunt.  Ac  quod  dlcti  Maior,  Ballivi,  et 
Burgenses  et  Successores  sui  eandem  Villam,  Muros,  Munic'ones, 
et  littora  Maris  de  et  cum  Munitionibus  bellicis,  ad  eorum 
magna  Custus  et  onera  reparaverunt,  et  fortificaverunt,  et  indies, 
reparare,  fortificare  et  sustinere  tenentur,  cogentur,  et  intendunt. 
Nos  ideo  premissa  considerantes,  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex 
certa  scientia,  et  mero  motu  nostris  ac  pro  maiori  securitat0 
dlctorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium,  et  Successorum 
suorum,  dedimus,  concessimus,  pardonavimus,  remisimus,  et 
relaxavimus,  ac  per  presentes  darn"8,  concedimlls,  pardonamus, 
remitting8,  et  relaxamus,  pro  nobis,  haeredibus,  et  Successoribus 
nostris,  eisdem  nunc  Maiori,  Ballivis,  et  Burgensibus  centum  et 
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unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel,  at  the  receipt  of  our  exchequer,  two  hundred  pounds, 
when  the  petty  custom  shall  any  year  there  amount  to  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds,  or  when  any  ships  called  the  carracks  of 
Genoa  or  when  any  ships  called  galleys  of  Venice  shall  come  to 
the  port  of  the  town  aforesaid  with  their  merchandises  in  any 
year,  and  there  shall  unload,  and  ship  or  reload ;  and  yielding 
therefore  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  at  the  said  feast  of 
St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  at  the  said  receipt  of  our  exchequer, 
fifty  pounds  only,  yearly,  and  no  more,  when  the  petty  custom 
in  the  aforesaid  town  shall  not  amount  to  the  said  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds,  and  that  the  said  ships  called  the  carracks  and 
the  said  ships  called  galleys  of  Venice  shall  not  come  to  the 
port  aforesaid. 

And  further,  know  ye  that  we,  in  consideration  as  well  of  the 
great  burdens  which  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of 
the  town  aforesaid,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  town  have 
had  and  sustained,  and  daily  do  have  and  sustain,  as  of  the 
present  great  poverty  and  decay  and  ruinous  state  of  the  same 
town  and  inhabitants  thereof,  as  well  about  the  reparations  of 
the  walls  of  the  said  town,  and  forts  there  called  bulwarks,  now 
or  late  being  in  great  ruin  and  decay,  which,  by  the  aforesaid 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, have  been  repaired,  and  hereafter,  from  time  to  time, 
ought  to  be  repaired ;  as  for  that  the  said  town  is  a  frontier 
lying  on  the  sea  coast,  over  against  the  coast  of  Normandy  and 
France,  and  other  southern  parts  there,  and  that  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  have  been  always  ready  hitherto  to  defend 
the  same  town  against  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom  of  England, 
and  hereafter  with  their  whole  strength  intend,  and  to  us  now 
promise,  to  defend  the  same  as  they  are  bound ;  and  that  the 
said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  the  same 
town  walls,  fortifications  and  banks  of  the  sea  thereof,  and  with 
warlike  munitions,  at  their  great  charge  and  care  have  repaired 
and  fortified,  and  are  daily  bound,  compelled  and  intend  to 
repair,  fortify,  and  sustain  the  same  ;  we  therefore,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  premisses,  of  our  special  grace  and  of  our  certain 
knowledge  and  of  our  mere  motion,  and  for  the  greater  security 
of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors, 
have  given,  granted,  acquitted,  pardoned,  remitted  and  released, 
and  by  these  presents  do  give,  grant,  acquit,  remit  and  release 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  unto  the  same  present  mayor, 
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quinquaginta  libras,  annuas,  parcellas  predictarnm  ducentarum1 
librarum  annuarum  quas  dicti  Maior.  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses 
nostri  dictae  Villae  nostrae  de  Southampton  predictae  ad  Recept™ 
scaccarii  nostri  pro  feod1  firma  eiusdem  villae  nobis  et  Pro- 
genitoribus  nostris  virtute  foed1  firmae  predict"6  reddiderunt,  seu 
reddere  tenebantur.  Proviso  semper  quod  cum  aliquae  naves 
Ienae,  vocatae  le  Carickes  of  lene,  sive  aliquae  naves  Veniciae,  vocatae 
le  Gallies  of  Venece,  ad  Portum  dictae  Villae  confluent  ac 
Merces  et  Mercimonia  sua  ibldem  discarcabunt,  et  exonerabunt 
et  eskippabunt,  seu  recarcabunt,  Aut  quod  dicta  parva  Custuma 
ibldcm  in  aliquo  Anno  seu  quibuscunque  Annis  imposterum 
attinget  ad  dictam  Summam  Ducentarum  librarum,  quod  tune 
dlcti  Maior,  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  Villae  predlctae  et  eorum 
Successores,  pro  feod°  predict0  reddent  et  solvent  nobis  heredibus 
et  Successoribus  nostris  prout  quolibet  tali  Anno  quo  dicta  parva 
Custuma  in  se  attinget  ad  dictam  Summam  ducentarum 
librarum,  ut  prefertur,  aut  quod  aliquae  tales  naves  vocatae  the 
Carrickes  of  leane  aut  aliquae  tales  Naves  vocatae  the  Gallies  of 
Venece  ad  Portum  dictae  Villae  venient,  ut  predictum  est, 
ducentas  libras  legalis  monetae  Angliae,  dicta  Donatione, 
Concessione,  PardonacV'e,  Remissione,  et  Relaxatione  dictarum 
Centum  et  quinquaginta  librarum  aut  aliquo  in  hiis  presentibus 
content0  in  contrarium  non  obstan*6.  Proviso  eciam,  et  volumus 
quod  si  predict1  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  Villae  predict86  sive 
Successores  sui  non  certificent  nobis,  haeredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris,  dehinc  annuatim,  in  Sca°carium  nostrum  per  eorum 
sufficien5  Scriptum,  sub  eorum  communi  Sigillo,  ante  quindenam 
Sancti  Michaelis  Archangeli,  et  ante  solu^onem  dictae  feod1 
firmae,  de  vero  numero  dictarum  Naviu™  vocatarum  Carick08,  et 
dictarum  Navium  vocatarmn  Gallies  ibldem  venientium,  ut  predlctum 
est,  et  de  dicta  Summa  parvae  Custumae  in  dicta  Villa  con- 
tingente  et  ibldem  emergentc  eodem  Anno  quo  Certificatio  erit 
facienda,  Quod  tune  presens  Concessio,  Confirmatio,  Relaxacio, 
et  Remissio  dictae  Summae  Centum  et  quinquaginta  librarum, 
parcellas  dictae  feod1  firmae  ducentarum  librarum  per  annu1"  vacua 
erunt  et  cassa  imperpetuu™.  Et  q"°d  tune  bene  liceat  nobis 
heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  per  vicecomites,  et  alios 
Officiarios  nostros  ducentarum  librarum  in  dlcta  Villa  pro 
predict8  feod1  Firma  distringere  et  districtiones  sic  et  ibldem  captas 
abducere  et  retinere,  quousque  nos  heredes  et  Successores  nostri 
de  diet*  Feod1  Ferma  ducentarum  librarum  plenarie  fuerint 
satisfact1  et  persolut1. 

i  V.  Charter  XX,  p.  16. 
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bailiffs  and  burgesses  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  yearly,  parcel 
of  the  aforesaid  yearly  two  hundred  pounds,  which  our  said 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  our  said  town  of  Southampton 
aforesaid,  at  the  receipt  of  our  exchequer,  for  the  aforesaid  fee 
farm  of  the  same  town,  unto  us  and  our  progenitors,  by  virtue 
of  the  fee  farm  aforesaid  have  yielded  or  have  been  bound  to 
yield ;  provided  always  that  when  any  ships  of  Genoa  called 
the  carracks  of  Genoa,  or  any  ships  of  Venice  called  galleys  of 
Venice,  shall  come  to  the  port  of  the  said  town  and  their  com- 
modities and  merchandises  shall  there  discharge  and  unlade, 
and  ship  or  reload,  or  that  the  said  petty  custom  there  in  any 
year  or  years  hereafter  shall  amount  unto  the  said  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds,  then  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of 
the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  for  the  fee  farm  afore- 
said, shall  restore  and  pay  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for 
every  such  year  in  which  the  petty  custom  shall  amount  unto 
the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  as  aforesaid,  or  that  any 
ships  called  the  carracks  of  Genoa,  or  any  such  ships  called  the 
galleys  of  Venice,  unto  the  port  of  the  aforesaid  town  shall  come 
as  aforesaid,  two  hundred  pounds  of  lawful  money  of  England, 
the  said  gift,  grant,  discharge,  remise  and  release  of  the  afore- 
said one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  or  any  thing  in  these  presents 
contained  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding  ;  provided 
also,  and  we  will,  that  if  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  aforesaid  town  or  their  successors  shall  not  certify 
unto  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  henceforth  yearly  in  our  ex- 
chequer, by  their  sufficient  writing  under  their  common  seal, 
before  fifteen  days  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  and  before  the 
payment  of  the  said  fee  farm,  of  the  true  number  of  the  said 
ships  called  carracks  and  of  the  said  ships  called  galleys  there 
coming  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  said  sum  of  the  petty  custom  in 
the  said  town  happening  and  there  arising  in  the  same  year  in 
which  the  certificate  shall  be,  to  be  made,  that  then  this  present 
grant,  confirmation,  release  and  remise  of  the  said  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  parcel  of  the  said  fee  farm  of  two 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  shall  be  void  and  cease  for  ever ; 
and  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
by  our  sheriffs  and  other  our  officers  in  the  same  town,  for  the 
aforesaid  fee  farm  of  two  hundred  pounds  to  distrain,  and  the 
distress  so  and  there  taken  to  carry  away  and  retain,  until  we, 
our  heirs  and  successors  of  the  said  fee  farm  of  two  hundred 
pounds  shall  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid. 
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Proviso  eciam  et  volumns  quod  predict1  Maior,  Ballivi,  et 
Burgenses  Villae  predictae,  et  eorum  Successores,  aut  aliqui 
Subditi  nostri  cuiuscunque  Civitatis,  Villae,  sive  Loci,  dehinc 
non  solvent  nee  solvere  tenentur  aliquam  parvam  Custumam 
in  Portu  predict0  aliter,  sive  aliquo  alio  modo  ratione  harum 
lltterarum  Patencium  quam  ipsi,  seu  eorum  aliquis  pre-antea  sive 
modo  solvere  consueverunt,  tenentur.  Exceptis  tamen,  semper 
ac  nobis,  heredibus,  et  Successoribus  nostris  omnino  reservatls 
omnibus  Arreragiis  predict'  annual18  Redditns,  sive  foed1  firmae 
ducentarum  librarum  nobis  ante  confeccionem  presencium  debit19 
solut19  sive  incurs18,  si  quae  fuerint. 

Et  insuper  nos  de  consimili  gracia  nostra  speciali  pro  nobis, 
heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris,  damus,  concedimns  et  con- 
nrmamns  praefat19  Maiori,  Ballivis,  et  Burgensibus  et  Success- 
oribus suis,  Quod  Villa  predicta  cum  Suburbiis,  praecinctu, 
et  locis  predict13  erit  unus  integer  Comitatus,1  corporatns  in  re  et 
nomine  ac  distinctus  penitus  et  seperatus  a  Comitatu  South- 
ampton  in  perpetuum.  Et  qnod  idem  Comitatus  villae  Southampton 
sic  corporatus,  distinctus,  et  seperatus  a  Comltatn  Southampton, 
Comitatus  Villae  Southampton  pro  perpetuo  nuncupabitur,  nomin- 
abitur  et  appellabitur. 

Et  qnod  Maior,  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  predict1,  et  Successores 
sui  habebunt  in  eadem  Villa  unum  Vicecomitem2  in  forma 
subscript11  eligendum  ;  videlicet ;  quod  Maior  et  Burgenses  eiusdem 
Villae  pro  tempore  existentes,  vel  maior  pars  eorundem,  quollbet 
Anno,  videlicet ;  dlcto  die  Veneris  proxim6  ante  Festum  Sancti 
Mathei  Apostoli,  in  loco  supra  dicto,  unura  de  Burgensibus 
discretum,  habilem  et  idoneum  in  Vicecomitem  eiusdem  Villae, 
eligere  valeant  et  possint,  Et  ipsum  in  Vicecomitem  eiusdem 
Villae  praeficere  et  creare,  Et  quod  quilibet  Burgenses  Villae 
predict36  in  Vicecomitem  Villae  illius  in  forma  predicta  electus, 
prefectus,  et  creatus  coram  Maiore  et  Burgensibus  ibldem  pro 
tempore  existentlbn?,  aut  maiore  parte  eorundem,  Sacrament1™ 
corporale  debito  modo  praestabit  ad  Officium  Vicecomitis  ibldem 
debite  et  fideliter  faciendum,  exercendum  et  exequendum,  a  tempore 
quo  sic  electus  et  prefectus  fuerit,  quousque  alius  Vicecomes  in 
forma  predict"  eligetur  et  proficietur.  Et  huinsmodi  Vicecomes, 
sic  electus,  prefectus,  et  creatus  ad  prestandum  Sacrament™  suum 
alibi  qnam  infra  Villam  predictam,  vel  coram  alio  vel  aliis  qnam 


1  V.  Charter  XI,  Vol.  I,  p.  70. 

2  V.  Charter  XI,  Vol.  I,  p.  72. 
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Provided  also,  and  we  will,  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  or  any  of 
our  subjects  of  any  city,  town  or  place  whatsoever,  henceforth 
shall  not  pay,  nor  be  bound  to  pay,  any  petty  custom  in  the 
port  aforesaid,  otherwise  or  in  any  other  manner,  by  reason  of 
these  our  letters  patent,  than  they  or  any  of  them  heretofore 
were  wont  to  pay  before  or  ought  now  to  pay,  excepting  always, 
nevertheless,  and  reserving  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all 
arrearages  of  the  aforesaid  annual  rents  or  fee  farm  of  two 
hundred  pounds  to  us,  before  the  making  of  these  presents,  due, 
payable  or  incurred,  if  any  shall  be. 

And  moreover,  we,  of  our  like  special  grace,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  that  the  said  town, 
with  the  suburbs,  precincts  and  places  aforesaid,  shall  be  one 
entire  county,  incorporated  in  deed  and  name,  and  distinct  and 
wholly  separate  from  the  county  of  Southampton,  for  ever, 
and  that  the  same  county  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  so 
corporate,  separate  and  distinct  from  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, shall  be  named  and  called  and  styled,  for  ever,  the 
county  of  the  town  of  Southampton. 

And  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  aforesaid,  and 
their  successors,  shall  have,  in  the  same  town,  one  sheriff,  to  be 
chosen  in  form  following,  viz.  : — That  the  mayor  and  burgesses 
of  the  same  town  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
every  year,  viz.,  on  the  said  Friday  next  before  the  feast  of 
St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  being  met  together  in  the  place 
aforesaid,  may  and  shall  be  able  to  choose  one  of  their  co- 
burgesses,  being  discreet,  able  and  fit  to  be  sheriff  of  the  said 
town,  and  him  may  ordain  and  create  sheriff  of  the  said  town  ; 
and  that  every  burgess  of  the  said  town,  chosen,  ordained  and 
created  sheriff  of  the  said  town  in  form  aforesaid,  shall  in  due 
manner  take  his  corporal  oath  before  the  mayor  and  burgesses 
there,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  duly  and 
faithfully  to  do,  exercise  and  execute  the  office  of  sheriff  there, 
from  the  time  when  he  shall  have  been  so  elected  and  ordained 
until  another  sheriff,  in  form  aforesaid,  shall  be  chosen  and 
created ;  and  the  said  sheriff  so  chosen,  ordained  and  created 
shall  not  in  anywise  be  bound  or  compelled  to  take  his  oath 
elsewhere  than  within  the  town  aforesaid,  or  before  any  other 
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coram  Maiore  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict36  qui  pro  tempore 
fuerint,  nullo  modo  tenebitur  neque  compellabitur.  Et  quod 
Maior  et  Burgenses  Villae  predict86  pro  tempore  existentes,  aut 
maior  pars  eorum,  tale  sacramentum  de  tempore  in  tempus 
administrandi  potestatem  habeant  per  presentes.  Et  qnod  Maior 
dicfe  Villae  pro  tempore  existen9  Baronlbus  nostr15  heredum  et 
Successorum  nostrorum  de  Scaccario,  de  nomine  huiusmodi 
Vicecomitis,  sic  electi  prefecti,  creati,  et  iurati,  per  lltteras 
Patentes  Sigillo  OfBcii  Maioratus  Sigilland89,  annuatim  cer- 
tificabit. 

County  Quodque    quilibet    huiusmodi   Vicecomes    cum    sic    electus, 

prefectus,  creatus,  et  iuratus  fuerit,  postquam  iuratns  fuerit, 
Comitatnm,  seu  Curiam  Comitatnsl,  nostri,  heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum  Villae  predict86  infra  Villam  predictam  de  mense  in 
mensem  per  diem  lunae  annuatim  tenebit,  et  ea  omnia  et  singula 
quae  aliquis  Vicecomes  Comitatns  Regni  nostri  Angliae  in 
Comitatu  suo,  facere  potest  aut  debet  quovismodo  in  Comitatu 
suo,  infra  Villam  predict8"1  faciet,  exercebit  et  exequetur,  toties 
quoties  sibi  videbitur  expediens  et  necesse.  Et  quod  nos  et 
heredes  et  Successores  nostri  omnia  et  singula  brevia,  billas, 
praecepta,  et  Mandata  nostra,  Heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum  quae  ex  quacunque  Causa  vel  quibuscunque  Causis, 
infra  Villam,  Suburbia  precinctus,  et  loca  predict11  emergentia, 
erunt  dirigenda  sive  exequenda,  et  quae  per  Vicecomitem 
Comitatus  Southampton  serviri  debent  si  Vicecomes  dictae  Villae 
de  uno  Burgensium  eiusdem  Villae  sic  factus  non  existeret 
Vicecom111  Villae  Southanipton  pro  tempore  existen"  fieri  et 
dirigi  faciemus  et  Heredes  et  Successores  nostri  fieri  et  dirigi 
facient.  Ita  quod  nullus  alius  Vicecomes  Regni  nostri  Angliae, 
aut  Ballivus  seu  Serviens  alicuins  Vicecomitis  eiusdem  Regni, 
nisi  solummodo  Vicecomes  noster,  heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum  Villae  predict86,  et  eorum  Ballivi  et  Servientes, 
eandem  Villam,  Suburbia,  precinct"8,  et  loca  predict8  aliqualiter 
ingredietur  ad  quicquam  quod  ad  Officinm  Vicecomitatis  sua6 
pertinet  vel  pertinere  possit  quovismodo  exercendnm  vel 
exequend"™  nee  se  aliqualiter  intromittat  in  eiusdem,  nisi  in 
defect11  Vicecomitis  Villae  predict86.  Et  in  casu  quo  huiusmodi 
Vicecomes,  sic  electus  et  creatus  infra  Annum  decedet,  aut  pro 


1  This  court  fell  Into  abeyance  with  the  general  decline  of  business  In  county  courts.  It  bad  no 
relation  to  the  modern  county  court.  This  is  held,  under  the  modern  acu,  at  the  courthouse  In  Castle 
Lane. 

Before  the  courts  at  Westminster  were  erected,  the  county  courts  were  the  chief  courts  of  the 
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or  others,  than  before  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town, 
for  the  time  being ;  and  that  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  town,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  from 
time  to  time,  may  have  power,  by  these  presents,  to  administer 
such  oath ;  and  that  the  mayor  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  yearly  certify  unto  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  of 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  the  name  of  such  sheriff  so  chosen, 
ordained,  created  and  sworn,  by  letters  patent,  to  be  sealed  with 
the  seal  of  the  office  of  mayoralty. 

And  that  every  such  sheriff,  when  he  shall  have  been  so  chosen, 
ordained,  created  and  sworn,  after  he  shall  have  been  so  sworn, 
shall,  yearly,  hold  the  county  court  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, of  the  town  aforesaid  within  the  said  town,  from  month 
to  month,  upon  Monday,  and  in  his  county  within  the  town 
aforesaid  shall  do,  execute  and  perform  all  and  singular  the 
things  which  any  sheriff  of  a  county  of  our  realm  of  England 
in  his  county  can  or  ought,  in  any  manner  howsoever,  to  do,  as 
often  as  to  him  shall  seem  needful  and  expedient ;  and  that  we, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  all  and  singular  the  writs,  bills,  pre- 
cepts and  commands  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  which,  for 
any  cause  or  causes  whatsoever,  arising  within  the  town,  suburbs, 
precincts  and  places  aforesaid,  shall  be  to  be  directed  or  executed 
and  which,  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Southampton,  ought  to 
be  served  ;  if  there  be  not  a  sheriff  of  the  said  town  so  made  of 
one  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  we,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors will  cause  to  be  directed  and  made  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
town  of  Southampton  for  the  time  being,  so  that  no  other  sheriff 
of  our  kingdom  of  England,  or  bailiff  or  servant  of  any  sheriff  of 
our  said  realm,  save  only  the  sheriffs  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  bailiffs  or  servants,  shall 
in  anywise  enter  the  said  town,  suburbs,  precincts  and  places 
aforesaid  to  execute  or  perform  any  thing  that  to  his  office  of 
sheriff  doth  or  may  in  anywise  belong,  neither  in  anywise  do 
intromit  himself  in  the  same,  unless  in  default  of  the  sheriff  of 
the  said  town  ;  and  in  case  such  sheriff  so  chosen  and  created 
shall  die  within  the  year,  or  for  any  fault  or  injury  shall  be 
removed  or  deposed  by  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  from  such 


kingdom.  Among  the  laws  of  King  Edgar  it  is  ordained  that  there  shall  be  two  county  courts  kept  in 
the  year,  in  which  there  shall  be  a  bishop  and  an  alderman  (or  earl)  as  judges,  the  one  to  judge  accord- 
ing to  common  law,  the  other  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  law.  The  united  powers  of  a  bishop  and 
earl  were  separated  by  William  I  (B'.ount). 


98 


CHARTERS    OF    SOUTHAMPTON. 


A  Staple,  to 
take  Notice 
of  Debts ; 
and  Mayor 
and  Con- 
stables of 
the  same  to 
be  chosen. 


aliquo  delicto  vel  iniuria  per  nos,  heredes,  vel  Successores 
nostros,  et  authoritate  nostra  heredum  vel  Successorum 
nostrorum  amotus  fuerit  ab  huiusmodi  Officio  vel  depositus, 
quod  Maior  et  Burgenses  VilP'e  predict110  pro  tempore  existentes, 
vel  maior  pars  eorundem,  infra  decem  dies  post  huiupmodi 
mortem,  amoc'onem  vel  deposic'onem  aliu"'  Burgensem  de 
seipsis  magis  discretum  et  honestum  eligere  et  ipsum  in  Vice- 
comitatem  Villne  predict"0  preficere  creareque  possint.  Ita  qnod 
ipse  sic  electus,  prefectus,  et  creatus  coram  Maiore  et  Burgens- 
ibus  Villae  predict36,  vel  maiore  parte  eorum  Sacramentum  suum 
corporale  ad  Officiu™  Vicecomitis  Villae  predict86  pro  residue 
Anni  illius  bene  et  fideliter  exequendum  prestabit.  Quod- 
quidem  Sacrament""1  de  tempore  in  tempus  administrand1 
predictls  Maior'  et  Burgensibus  vel  maiori  parte  eorundem 
potestat"111  concedim11*  per  Presentes.  Ac  qn"d  idem  Maior  de 
nomine  huiusmodi  Vicecomitis  Baronibus  Scaccnrii  nostri,  hered"111  et 
Successorum  no;;trorum  de  tempore  in  tempus,  ut  predlctllm  est 
certificabit.  Et  nominamus  et  assignamus  dirctum  nobis 
Ricartlum  Cornelius1  Burgensem  Villae  predict30,  modo  Vicecomitem 
Comitatns  Villae  predict816  fore  et  esse  primu111  et  modernu"1  Vice- 
comiteui  Comittttus  eiusdem  Villae,  in  eodem  Officio  continuendum 
a  confecc'one  presentium  usque  ad  predict""1  diem  Veneris, 
proxime  ante  Festum  Sancti  Mathei  Apostoli,  et  quousque  allus 
in  idem  Offichim  Vicecomit18  eligetur  et  preficietur. 

Ac  insuper  volumns  et  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  successoribus 
nostris  praefat18  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  per  Presentes 
concedimns  et  connrmamus  Q"°d  in  Villa  predict11  imperpetuu111 
erit  una  Stapula,2  tam  ad  Recognic'ones  Debitorum  in  eadem 
Stapula,  iuxta  form81"  Statuti  Stapulae  in  eadem  Stapula 
accipiendas,  qnam  ad  omnia  alia  ad  huiusmodi  Stapulam  pertinentm 
ibidem  facienda  et  exercend*.  Et  qll°d  iidem  Burgenses  Villae 
predict86  aut  maior  pars  eorundem  pro  tempore  existentes  quolibet 
Anno,  dicto  die  Veneris  proxime  ante  Festum  Sancti  Mathei 
Appostoli  infra  Villam  predictam  eligere  possint  de  seipsis  unum 
Burgens0"1  idoneum  et  discretum  in  Maiorem  dictae  Stapulae 
nostrae  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  ibidem,  aliosque 
duos  Burgenses  in  Constabular108  eiusdem  Stapulae  pro  uno 


i  In  1643  Richard  Cornelius  for  £100  was  excused  from  ever  serving  the  office  of  mayor  or  any 
other  office,  but  still  kept  his  place  in  the  corporation  (Speed). 

A  Richard  Cornellis  had  been  Sheriff  1599,  and  R.  Cornellius  mayor  in  1601. 

Queen  Elizabeth  died  on  the  24th  March,  1603  ;  and  on  the  27th  her  successor  was  proclaimed  at 
Southampton,  between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  10  a.m.,  in  the  open  market  before  Mr.  Cornellls's  door. 
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office,  that  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  within  ten  days  after 
such  death,  removal  or  deposal  may  choose  another  burgess  of 
themselves,  most  discreet  and  honest,  and  him  into  the  office  of 
sheriff  of  the  town  aforesaid  shall  appoint  and  create,  so  that  he 
so  chosen,  ordained  and  made,  shall  take  his  corporal  oath  before 
the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  and  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  sheriff 
of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  residue  of  the  same  year,  which 
oath  we  do,  by  these  presents,  grant  power  to  the  aforesaid 
mayor  and  burgesses  or  the  major  part  of  them,  from  time  to 
time,  to  administer.  And  that  the  same  mayor  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  as  aforesaid,  certify  to  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  of 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  the  name  of  such  sheriff.  And  we 
nominate  and  assign  our  beloved  Richard  Cornelius,  a  burgess 
of  the  town  aforesaid,  now  sheriff  of  the  town,  to  be  the  first  and 
present  sheriff  of  the  county  of  the  same  town,  in  the  same  office 
to  continue,  from  the  taking  of  these  presents  unto  the  aforesaid 
Friday  next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  and 
until  another  in  the  same  office  of  sheriff  shall  be  chosen  and 
ordained. 

And  moreover  we  will,  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors, 
by  these  presents  grant  and  confirm  that,  in  the  town  aforesaid, 
for  ever,  shall  be  one  staple,  as  well  to  take  recognizances  of 
debts  in  the  same  staple,  according  to  the  form  of  the  statute - 
staple,  in  the  same  staple,  as  there  to  do  and  exercise  all  other 
things  unto  such  staple  belonging  ;  and  that  the  same  burgesses 
of  the  town  aforesaid  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  time 
being,  every  year,  on  the  said  Friday  next  before  the  feast  of 
St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  within  the  town  aforesaid,  shall  choose 
among  themselves  one  burgess,  fit  and  discreet,  to  be  mayor  of 
the  said  staple  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  there ;  and  two 
other  burgesses  to  be  constables  of  the  same  staple,  for  one  whole 
year  in  the  same  town,  for  the  sound  and  wholesome  govern- 


The  proclamation  was  read  by  Mr.  Aspden,  the  mayor,  and  "openly  pronounced  and  divulged  by  the 
town  clerk,  John  Friar  (as  he  tells  us  himself  in  his  Journal),  with  the  greatest  exaltation  of  my  voice 
that  I  could,  and  with  my  heart's  joy  and  comfort.  Vivat  Hex  Jacobus." 

»  V.  Charter  X,  Vol.  I,  p.  62. 
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Anno  integro  in  eadem  Villa,  pro  sana  et  salubri  gubernacione 
Stapulae  illius,  et  pro  omnibus  aliis  eandem  Stapulam  con- 
cerned11"* ibirttm  faciendis,  exercendis  et  exequend1*.  Habend"m, 
occupand1"11  et  exercendum  dictum  Officium  Maioris  Stapul'e  et 
Constabularloruw  separatim  in  Villa  predict'1,  ac  omnia  et  singula 
quae  ad  eadem  Officia  ibidem  pertinent  faciend3,  pretextu  huius 
Cartae  nostrae  dumtaxat,  et  absque  aliqua  alia  prosecuc'one 
penes  nos,  Heredes  vel  successores  nostros  vel  aliu111  quemcunque 
inde  facienda.  Et  si  huiusmodi  Maior  Stapulae  et  Constabular" 
ante  huiusmodi  Annum  finit1"11  decedant,  seu  eorum  aliquis 
decedat  aut  pro  aliqua  Causa  rationabili  fuerit  ab  huiusmodi 
Officio  Maioratus  sive  Constabular11,  per  nos  heredes  vel 
Successores  nostros  seu  authoritate  nostra,  heredum  vel  Suc- 
cessorum  nostrorum,  depositi  vel  amoti  fuerint,  Quod  tune 
Burgenses  Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes,  tam  aliu"1 
Burgensem,  idoneum  et  discretum  in  Maiorem  Stapulae  Villae 
predictae,  quam  alios  Burgenses  in  Constabular10"  eiusdem 
Stapulae  pro  residue  Anni  illius,  ad  eandem  Stapulam  in  forma 
predict3  regend''"11  et  gubernandam  et  omnia  alia  eandem  Stap- 
ulam concernentl:1  ibidem  facienda,  exercenda,  et  exequend",  eligere 
possint  et  valeant.  Proviso  semper  q"°d  tam  quilibet  Maior 
Stapulae  infra  Villam  predict31"  ut  premittitur  elegend"*,  Sacra- 
ment111" suum  de  Officio  illo  bene  et  lideliter  faciend0  similiter 
prestabit  coram  Burgensibus  eiusdem  Villae,  aut  maiore  parte 
eorundem,  quam  quilibet  Constabular111"  eiusdem  Stapulae  infra 
Villam  illam  Sacrament""1  suu"1  de  Officio  illo  bene  et  fideliter 
faciend"  similiter  prestabit,  coram  eisdem  Burgensibus  aut 
maiore  parte  eorundem  ;  Ita  qnod  nee  huill?ulodi  Maior  Stapul"e 
Villae  predict116,  nee  aliquis  huinsmodi  Constabularius  eiusdem 
StapuPe  ad  praestandum  aliquod  huiu?modi  Sacramentum  alibi 
quam  infra  Villam  predict3111,  seu  coram  aliis  qllam  coram 
Burgensibus  Villae  illius,  ut  prefertur,  quovismodo  tenebitur, 
seu  compellabitur.  Et  huinsmodi  Sacramentuul  tam  cuillbet  Maiori 
Stapulae  predict36,  q"3m  cuilibet  Constabular10  eiusdem,  de 
tempore  in  tempus  ministrand1  Burgensibus  Villae  predict36  pro 
tempore  existentlbus,  et  maiori  parti  eorundem,  plenam  potestatem 
concedimns  per  Presentes. 

Porters,  Concedimus   eciam,   pro    nobis,    heredibus   et    Successoribus 

Carriers,  etc.  nostris,  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  Southampton 

et  Successoribus  suis,  quod  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi   et  Burgenses, 

et    Successores    sui    ex-nunc     eligere     possint     et    constituere 

annuatim  die  supra  dicto  de  inhabitantibus  Villae  predict"6  et 
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ment  of  the  same  staple,  and  for  all  other  things  concerning  the 
same  staple  there  to  be  made,  exercised  and  executed,  to  hold, 
occupy  and  exercise  the  said  offices  of  mayor  of  the  staple  and 
constables  severally,  in  the  town  aforesaid,  and  to  do  all  and 
everything  which  unto  the  same  offices  there  belong,  by  virtue 
of  this  our  charter  only,  and  without  any  other  prosecution  in 
the  power  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  other  whomsoever 
thereof  to  be  done.  And  if  any  such  mayor  of  the  staple  and 
constables  or  either  of  them,  before  such  year  shall  be  ended, 
shall  depart  or  for  any  reasonable  cause  from  such  office  of 
mayoralty  or  constableship  by  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  by 
the  authority  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  shall  be  deposed  or 
amoved,  then  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being, 
may  and  shall  be  able  to  choose  as  well  another  fit  and  discreet 
burgess  to  be  mayor  of  the  staple  of  the  said  town  as  other  bur- 
gesses to  be  constables  of  the  same  staple  for  the  residue  of  the 
same  year,  to  rule  and  govern  the  said  staple  in  form  aforesaid, 
and  all  other  things  concerning  the  same  staple  as  aforesaid  to 
do,  execute  and  perform ;  provided  always  that  as  well  every 
mayor  of  the  staple  in  the  said  town,  to  be  chosen  as  aforesaid, 
shall  take  his  oath  for  his  faithful  and  well  executing  the  said 
office,  before  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town  or  the  major  portion 
of  them,  as  every  constable  of  the  same  staple  within  the  said 
town  shall  likewise  take  his  oath,  for  the  well  and  faithful 
executing  the  said  office,  before  the  same  burgesses  or  the  major 
part  of  them  so  that  neither  the  mayor  of  the  said  staple  of  the 
said  town  nor  any  such  constables  of  the  same  staple  shall  in 
anywise  be  bound  or  compelled  to  take  any  such  oath  elsewhere 
than  within  the  said  town,  or  before  other  than  before  the  bur- 
gesses of  the  same  town  as  aforesaid  ;  and  such  oath  we  do,  by 
these  presents,  grant  full  power  to  the  burgesses  of  the  said  town, 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  from  time  to  time, 
to  administer  as  well  to  every  mayor  of  the  staple  aforesaid  as 
to  every  constable  of  the  same  staple. 

We  grant  also  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the  said 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton 
and  their  successors,  that  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
and  their  successors,  may  henceforth,  yearly,  choose  and  appoint 
on  the  day  abovesaid,  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 


IO2 


CHARTERS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


Mayor,  etc. 
to  have 
Cognizance 
of  Pleas. 


Suburbiorum  eiusdem,  seu  de  aliis,  tarn  omnimodos  Brocatores1 
Merchandisarum,  Bigarum,  equorum,  et  Batellorum,  qnam 
om"imodos  Portatores,  Paccatores,  et  Carria tores,  om"imodarnin 
Merchandisarum  ad  Villam  et  loca  predict11  applicant1"1",  et 
quoscunque  Occupatores  huinsmodi  Officiorum  in  eisdem  Vill" 
et  locis ;  prout  ipsi  et  eorum  Predecessores  Burgenses  Villae 
predictae  ante  hnec  tempora  eligere  et  facere  consueverunt. 

Et  ulterius  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  graciam 
exhibere  ampliorem,  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero  motu  nostris 
concessimus,  ac  tenore  presentiu"1  pro  nob18,  Heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris,  quantum  in  nobis  est,  concedim118  et  con- 
firmamus  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus,  et  successoribus 
suis,  Quod  Maior  et  Ballivi  Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes 
habeant  ex-nunc  imperpetuu™  Cognitiones  omniu1"  Placitorum2 
tarn  realium  qnam  personaliu"1  ac  mixtorum,  et  aliorum 
Pl^'itorum  quorumcunque,  Terrarum  et  Tenementorum  infra 
Villam,  libertates,  et  precinctns  predict08  existen11""1,  Acetiam 
Placitorum  Assisarum  nov"e  Disseisinae,  mortis  Antecessorum,  et 
redisseisinarum,  Attinctarum,  necnon  placitorum  debiti,  Con- 
vencionis,  Detensionis,  et  Compoti,  Transgression18  et  Contractus 
cuiusconque,  et  aliorum  Placitorum  quorumcunque  infra  Villam, 
libertates,  et  precinctns  predict08  emersorum  vel  emergendorum, 
in  quibuscunque  Curiis  nostris  ;  videl'c'et  ;  coram  nobis  et 
heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  ;  ac  coram  nobis,  heredum  et 
Successorum  nostrorum  heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  in 
Cancellaria  nostra,  Necnon  coram  Thesaurar10  et  Baronibns  de 
Scac'ario  nostro  heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum,  Iustitiarlls 
nostris,  heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  de  Communi  Banco, 
Iustitiar"s  nostris,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  ad 
quascunque  Assisas,  Juratas,  et  Certificaciones  capiendas  assignat13 
vel  assignand19,  ac  aliis  Justiciariis  et  aliis  Officiariis  nostris 
heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  quibuscumque  motorum  et 
movendorum,  Et  q"°d  predict"9  Maior  et  Ballivi  pro  tempore 
existentes  omnia  huinsmodi  placita  cora"1  eis  in  Guihalda  Villae 
predict06  de  tempore  in  tempus  teneant  et  terminent  et  ludicia 
inde  reddend"  debite  exequantur  seu  execut3  fieri  faciant ;  Et 
q"°d  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  pro  tempore  existen169  ex-nunc  imper- 
petuu"1 habeant  et  teneant  Curiam  nostraln,  heredum  et  Suc- 
cessorum nostrorum  in  Guihalda  predict11  coram  eisdem  Maiore 
et  Ballivis  qualibet  Septimana  die  Martis,  et  omnia  huinsmodi 


1  V.  Charter  X,  Vol.  I,  p.  64. 

2  V.  Charter  IX,  Vol.  I,  p.  4J. 
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and  suburbs  of  the  same,  or  of  others,  as  well  all  manner  of 
brokers,  merchandise,  carts,  horses  and  drays,  as  all  porters, 
packers  and  carriers  of  all  sorts  of  merchandise  arriving  at  the 
town  and  places  aforesaid,  and  whatsoever  occupiers  of  such 
offices,  in  the  same  town  and  place  as  they  and  their  prede- 
cessors, burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  heretofore  were  wont  to 

° 

chose  and  make. 

And  further,  willing  to  shew  more  ample  grace  to  the  same 

I  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere 

motion  we  have  granted  and  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  do  give  and 
confirm  unto  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and 
their  successors,  that  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  town  afore- 
said, for  the  time  being,  may  have  henceforth,  for  ever,  cogniz- 
ance of  all  pleas,  as  well  real  as  personal  and  mixed,  and  of 
other  pleas  whatsoever,  of  land  and  tenements  within  the  town, 
liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  also  of  all  pleas  of  assize, 
novel  disseisin,  mort  cTancestre,  redisseisins,  attainders,  and  also 
the  pleas  of  debt,  covenant,  detinue  account,  trespass  and  con- 
tract whatsoever,  and  of  other  pleas  whatsoever,  within  the 
town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  issuing  and  to  issue  in 
any  of  our  courts  whatsoever,  viz.,  before  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, and  before  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  ;  and  also  before  the 

f  treasurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 

cessors ;  the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  of  the 
Common  Bench  ;  and  the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
assigned  and  to  be  assigned,  to  take  any  assizes,  juries  and 
certificates  whatsoever  ;  and  other  the  justices  and  officers  of 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors  whomsoever  ;  and  that  the  aforesaid 
mayor  and  bailiffs,  for  the  time  being,  may,  from  time  to  time, 
hold  and  determine  all  such  pleas  before  them  in  the  Guildhall 
of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  the  judgments  thereupon  to  be 
rendered  may  duly  execute  or  cause  to  be  executed  ;  and  that 
the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs,  for  the  time  being,  henceforth  may 
have  and  hold  the  court  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successores,  in  the 
Guildhall  aforesaid,  before  the  same  mayor  and  bailiffs,  every 
week,  upon  Tuesday,  and  all  such  pleas,  viz.,  personal  in  the 
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placita  videllcet  personalia  in  Curia  predict*  coram  prefatis  Maiore 
et  Ballivis  in  Curia  ilia  levanda  vel  affirmand",  tenere,  ac 
personas  versus  quas  huinsmodi  querelas  in  dicta  Curla  prosequi 
vel  moveri  contigerit  legis  processu  per  eorum  corpora  et  bona 
et  Catalla  infra  Villam  libertat68  et  praecinct"8  predict08  arrestari 
et  attachiari,  et  Corpora  personne  co'"mitti  facere  ac  omnia 
alia  placita  terrarum  et  tenementorum  in  Curm  predict"  die 
Martis  de  Quindena  in  Quindenam  tenere,  et  omnia  placita 
supradicta  et  placita  Curiae  nostrae  pedis  pulverizaf1  ibidem  audire 
et  terminare,  et  Indicia  inde  reddere,  Execuc'onesque  inde  fieri 
facere  possint  imperpetuu'",  eisdem  modo  et  forma  et  processu 
prout  in  eadem  Villa  ante  haec  tempora  audiri,  terminari,  et 
exequi  consueverunt. 

Et  qnod  Maior  et  Ballivi  Villae  predict06  pro  tempore  existentes 
faciant  et  habeant  imperpetuu1",  tarn  in  presencia  nostra, 
heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum,  quam  in  absencia  nostra, 
heredum,  et  Successorum  nostrorum,  Assisam,  Assaiam,  emend- 
ac'onem,  et  Correccionem  panis,2  vini,  Cervisiae,  et  omuimodorum 
aliorurn  Victualiu"'  et  Mensurarum,  ponderum,  et  aliorum 
quorumcunque  ad  Officiu'11  Clerici  Mercati3  Hospitii  nostri, 
heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  pertinentium  vel  spectantium, 
infra  Villain,  libertat68,  et  precinct118  predict08,  ac  totum  et 
quicquid  quod  ad  Officiu"'  huillsmofli  Clerici  Mercati  pertinet  seu 
poterit  pertinere  faciend11"1  et  exercendnni,  faciant,  et  exerceant, 
et  exequantur,  quoties  et  quando  opus  fuerit  et  necesse,  adeo 
plene  et  integre  sicut  aliquis  Clericus  Mercati  Hospitii  nostri, 
heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  faceret  et  haberet,  vel  facere 
et  habere  deberet,  si  praesens  Concessio  nostra  facta  non  fuisset  ; 
Ita  q"°d  nullns  Clericus  Mercati  Hospitii  nostri  Haeredum  vel 
Successorum  nostrorum  Villam,  libertat68,  et  precinct"8  predict08, 
ex-nunc  ad  aliquod  quod  ad  huinsmodi  Officiu'"  Clerici  Mercati 
ibidem  pertinet,  seu  pertinere  poterit  faciendum,  exercendnm,  seu 
exequend"1"  ingrediatur  quovismodo. 

Sciatis  ulterius  q"°d  nos  de  uberiori  gracia  nostra  speciali  ac 
ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero  motu  nostris,  concessim"8  et  con- 
nrmavim"8,  Ac  per  Praesentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Successor- 


i  V.  Vol.  I,  p.  104  (note). 

At  the  fair  of  St.  Giles,  Winchester,  by  virtue  of  letters  patent  of  Edward  IV,  this  court  was  held 
and  the  judges  thereof  were  called  Justices  of  the  Pavilion,  and  have  their  power  from  the  Bishop  of 
Winchester  (Prin.  Animad.  on  4  Just.,  191). 

Thin  court  may  not  meddle  with  anything  done  in  a  market  without  a  special  custom  for  it,  but 
only  in  a  fair.  And  there  not  for  slanderous  words,  unless  they  concern  matter  of  contract  in  the  fair, 
as  where  it  is  for  the  slandering  the  wares  of  another  and  not  of  his  person  in  the  game  fair.  (Moor, 
cap.  864). 
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said  court,  before  the  said  mayor  and  bailiffs,  in  that  court,  to 
be  levied  and  affirmed,  may  hold  and  may  cause  the  persons 
against  whom  it  shall  happen  that  plaints  in  the  said  courts 
shall  be  prosecuted  or  moved  by  process  of  law,  by  their  bodies, 
goods  and  chattels,  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts, 
to  be  arrested  and  attached,  and  may  cause  their  bodies  to  be 
committed  to  prison,  and  all  other  pleas  of  lands  and  tenements 
in  the  courts  aforesaid  may  hold,  upon  Tuesday,  from  fifteen  to 
fifteen  days,  and  all  the  pleas  aforesaid,  and  the  pleas  of  our 
Court  of  Pie  Powder  there  hear  and  determine,  and  render 
judgments  thereon,  and  may  cause  executions  thereof  to  be 
made,  for  ever,  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  and  by  the  same 
process  as  in  the  said  town  heretofore  were  accustomed  to  be 
heard,  determined  and  executed. 

And  that  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time 
being,  may  make  and  have  for  ever,  as  well  in  the  presence  of 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  in  the  absence  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  an  assize,  essay,  amendment  and  correction  of 
bread,  wine,  ale  and  all  manner  of  other  victuals  and  measures, 
weights  and  other  things  whatsoever  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
market  of  the  household  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  belong- 
ing or  appertaining  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and 
precincts,  and  all  and  whatsoever  which  to  the  office  of  such 
clerk  of  the  market  belongeth  or  may  belong,  may  do,  execute 
and  perform,  as  often  and  as  and  when  it  shall  be  needful  and 
necessary,  so  fully  and  entirely  as  any  clerk  of  the  market  of  the 
household  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  might  do  and  have,  or 
ought  to  do  and  have,  if  this  our  present  grant  had  never  been 
made,  so  that  no  clerk  of  the  market  of  the  household  of  us, 
our  heirs  or  successors  shall  in  anywise  howsoever  enter  or  go 
into  the  said  town,  liberties  or  precincts,  henceforth  to  do, 
execute  or  perform  any  thing  which  to  the  office  of  such  clerk 
of  the  market  there  belongeth  or  may  belong. 

Know  ye,  moreover,  that  we,  of  our  more  abundant  grace, 
and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have  granted 
and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 


The  steward  before  whom  the  court  Is  held  is  the  judge,  and  tlie  Jurj'  the  merchants  and  traders  at 
the  fair.  If  the  steward  shall  proceed  contrary  to  the  statute  17  Edward  IV,  be  shall  be  fined  £5. 
(Jacob,  Law  Diet.) 

2  V.  Yol.  I,  p.  50  (note). 

3  V.  Vol.  I,  p.  51  (note). 
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ibus  nostris  concedim"8  et  confirmam118  prefat18  Maiori,  Ballivis 
et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict'16  et  Successoribus  suis,  qllod  Maior 
Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existen8,   Episcopus  Wintonien8lsl  pro 
tempore   existen8   et   Recordator   Villae   predict116    pro    tempore 
existen8,    et   quaelibet   persona    quae    Maiorat1111'   eiusdem   Villae 
exercuerit,    durante    uno    Anno    proxim6    postq'iam    ab    Officio 
Maiorat118    Villae    predict16    decesserit    sive    recesserit,    Necnon 
quinque  Aldermanni,  et  duo  alii  Burgenses,  de  probioribus  et 
discretioribus    personis    Burgensiu™    Villae    predictae,    quae    de 
tempore  in  tempus  per  Maiorem,  Recordatorem,  Alderman1108  et 
Burgenses  Villlle  predict*16  vel  maiorem  partem  eorum  (quorum 
Maiorem   et    Recordatorem   duos  esse  volum"8)  de  tempore   in 
tempus,  nominabuntur  et  eligentur,  sint  et  erint  pepetuis  futuris 
temporibus  lustitiar11  nostri  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum 
et    eorum    quilibet    sit    et    erit    Justiciarius    noster    Heredum    et 
Successorum  nostrorum  ad  pacem  nostram  Heredum  et  Success- 
orum nostrorum  infra  Villam  predictam,  libertat68  et  precinct1'8 
eiusdem    conservand"1"  ;     Quodque    Recordator   Villae    predict116 
pro  tempore  existen8  sit  Gustos  Rotulorum  omniu"1  Placitorum 
coram  predict18  lustitiariis  dependentlul".     Ac  insuper  volum1'8,  ac 
pro   nobis,   heredibus    et    Successoribus    nostris    pre    presentes 
concedimus,  q"°d  predict1  Maior,  Episcopus,  Recordator,  ac  predict" 
persona  durante  uno  anno  post  quam  ab  Offic10  Maiorat"8  Villae 
predict"6   decesserit,    sive    recesserit,    necnon    predict1    quinque 
Aldermann1   et   duo   alii    Burgenses   Villae   predict816    in    forma 
predict11  de  tempore  in  tempus  nominand1  et  eligend1,  aut  aliqui 
tres  vel  plures  eorum   (quorum  aliquos  duos  eorundem  Maior18, 
Episcopi,    Recordator18,  vel   predict116   personae   quae   ab   Officio 
Maiorat118   Villae   predict116   decesserit   sive    recesserit,    ut   supra- 
diet11111    est,    duos   esse    volum1*)    habeant    imperpetuu"1    plenam 
potestat61"  et  authoritat6'11  ad  inquirend11"1,  audiendum  et  term  in - 
and"111  infra  Villam  predictam,  libertat68  et  Precinct118  eiusdem,  tam 
in  presentia  nostra,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum,  q'mm 
in  absentia  nostra,   Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  omnia 
et    omnimoda    Murdra,    Felonias,    imprisiones,    Riotas,    Routas, 
Oppressiones,    Extorcjones   Forstallar108    et    Regrataria,2    Trans- 
gressioncs,   Offensa8,    et    omnia    alia    qu"ecunque    infra    Villam 
predict1"11,  libertat68,  et  precinct1''8  eiusdem  de  tempore  in  tempus 
emergentla  sive  contingentia  qu"e  ad  Officiura  Iustitiariorum   Pacis 


1  Davies  (p.  256)  in  Hist,  of  Southampton,  assumes  that  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  ipso  facto, 
becomes  Earl  of  Southampton,  but  we  cannot  trace  his  authority.  It  seems  from  the  above  that  his 
office  entitled  him  to  become  a  J.P. 
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cessors,  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  that  the  mayor 
of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  the  Bishop  of  Winchester, 
for  the  time  being,  and  the  recorder  of  the  said  town,  for  the 
time  being,  and  every  person  who  shall  have  executed  the  office 
of  mayoralty  of  the  said  town,  during  one  whole  year  next  after 
he  shall  have  departed  or  removed  from  the  office  of  mayoralty 
of  the  said  town,  and  five  aldermen  and  two  other  burgesses  of 
the  most  honest  and  discreet  persons  of  the  said  town  who,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  burgessss  of 
the  said  town  or  the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  the 
said  mayor  and  recorder  to  be  two),  from  time  to  time,  shall  be 
nominated  and  chosen,  be  and  shall  be,  and  every  of  them  be 
and  shall  be,  at  all  times  for  ever  hereafter,  justices  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  to  keep  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors within  the  town  aforesaid,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts 
of  the  same  ;  and  that  the  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the 
time  being,  be  keeper  of  the  rolls  of  all  pleas  before  the  afore- 
said justices  depending ;  and  further  we  will  and  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  by  these  presents,  grant  that  the  said  mayor, 
bishop  and  recorder,  and  the  aforesaid  person,  for  one  whole 
year  after  he  shall  have  removed  or  departed  from  the  said  office 
of  mayoralty  of  the  said  town,  and  the  said  five  aldermen  and 
two  others,  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  in  form  aforesaid,  from 
time  to  time,  to  be  nominated  and  chosen,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them  (of  whom  we  will  that  any  two  of  the  same  mayor, 
bishop,  recorder  and  person  aforesaid,  who  from  the  office  of 
mayoralty  of  the  said  town  shall  have  removed  or  departed,  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  two)  shall  have,  for  ever,  full  power  and  authority 
to  inquire,  hear  and  determine,  within  the  same  town,  liberties 
and  precincts  thereof,  as  well  in  the  presence  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  as  in  the  absence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all, 
and  all  manner  of  murders,  felonies,  forestallings,  riots,  routs, 
oppressions,  exactions,  misprisions,  regratings,  trespasses,  offences 
and  all  other  things  whatsoever,  within  the  said  town,  liberties 
and  precincts  of  the  same  from  time  to  time  arising  or  happen- 
ing, which  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  do  in  anywise 


2  V.  Vol.  I,  pp.  108, 109  (notes). 
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quoquo  modo  pertinent  vel  incumbent,  seu  in  futur0  pertinere 
vel  incumbere  contigerint  vel  poterint,  vel  quae  aliquo  modo 
coram  lusticiar115  Pacis  inquiri,  audiri,  aut  terminari  debent  aut 
poterint  una-cum  Correccione  et  punic'one  inde  ac  ad  omnia 
alia  agenda  et  exequenda  infra  Villam  predict""1  libertat68  et 
precinct"8  eiusdem,  adeo  plene,  libere,  et  integre  ac  in  tam 
amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  lustitiar11  pacis  nostrae,  Heredum  et 
Successorum  nostrorum  in  Comitatl1  Southainpton  vel  alibi  infra 
hoc  Regnum  nostrum  Angliae  per  Leges,  Statuta  et  Consuetudines 
huius  Regni  Angliae  vel  aliquo  alio  legali  modo  quocunque 
ante  haec  tempora  habuer"nt  vel  exercuerunt,  vel  in  posterum 
habere  seu  exercere  valeant  et  possint  ac  in  tam  amplis  modo  et 
forma  prout  si  eadem  in  hiis  litteris  nostris  Patentibus  specialiter 
et  per  specialia  verba  express8  content"  et  mencionata  fuissent  ; 
Ouodque  lustitiar11  pacis  nostrae,  Heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum  in  Comllatu  Southa"lpton  predict0,  seu  eorum  aliquis 
imposterum  in  vel  infra  Villam  predict"1",  libertates  et  precinct118 
eiusdem,  aliqualit01"  se  non  intromittant,  vel  intromittat,  nee 
aliquam  lurisdicc'onem,  habeant,  seu  exerceant,  habeat  seu 
exerceat,  de  aliquibus  causis,  rebus  vel  mater118  quibuscunque, 
quae  ad  lustitiar109  pacis  dictae  Vill"e  Southampton  predict"6,  virtute 
harum  litterarum  nostrarum  Patenciu"1,  vel  aliquarum  aliarum 
lltterarum  Patenciu"1,  vel  alio  modo  quocunque  spectant  vel 
quovismodo  pertinent ;  Et  quod  Vicecomes  et  alii  Officiarii 
Vill"e  predict"6  Precept"  eorum  Maioris,  Episcopi,  Recordatoris,  et 
allorum  Iusticiarlorum  Villae  predict"6  pro  tempore  existentluin 
exequantur  de  tempore  in  tempus,  prout  aliquis  Vicecomes 
huius  Regni  nostri  Angliae  Mandat"  alicui"8  lustitiar11  pacis,  vel 
Iustitiarior"m  ad  audiend""1  et  terminand"1"1  in  aliquibus  di('ti 
Regni  nostri  Comitatlb  s  facere,  retornare,  aut  exequi  consuevit 
quovismodo  ;  Necnon  nominavimus,  assignavimus  et  con- 
stituim"8,  Ac  per  Presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris  assignamus,  nominam118  et  constituim"8  dilect"8  nobis 
prefat1  Henricum  Bracebridge,  modo  Maiorem  Villae  predict"6, 
ac  Thomam,  Comit6"1  Southanipton,  unu111  de  Burgensibus  Villae 
predict"6,  necnon  Walter11111  modo  Episcopum  Wintoniensem,  et 
Iohunnem  Mill  Baronettum,  unum  de  Burgensibus  Vill"e  predict"6, 
prefatumque  Thomam  Levingston,  nunc  Recordator61"  Villae 


i  The  commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminal*  is  to  hear  and  determine  all  treasons,  felonies  and  misde- 
meanors, the  words  being  "  to  inquire,  hear  and  determine,'  so  that  the  commission  must  first  inquire 
by  means  of  the  grand  Jury  or  Inquest,  before  they  are  empowered  to  hear  and  determine  by  the  help 
of  the  petty  Jury. 
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belong  or  appertain,  or  hereafter  shall  or  may  happen  to  belong 
or  appertain,  or  which  in  anywise  may  or  ought  to  be  inquired 
into,  heard  or  determined  before  the  justices  of  the  peace, 
together  with  the  correction  and  punishment  thereof,  and  to  do 
and  execute  all  other  things  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and 
precincts  thereof,  as  fully,  freely  and  wholly,  and  in  such  ample 
manner  and  form  as  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  in  the  county  of  Southampton  or  elsewhere,  within 
this  our  kingdom  of  England,  by  the  laws,  statutes  or  customs 
of  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  or  any  other  lawful  manner 
whatsoever,  have  heretofore  had  and  exercised,  or  hereafter  may 
and  shall  be  able  to  have  and  exercise,  and  in  as  ample  manner 
and  form  as  if  the  same,  in  these  our  letters  patent,  had  been 
specially  and  by  special  words  expressed,  contained  and  men- 
tioned ;  and  that  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  in  the  said  county  of  Southampton  or  any  of  them, 
hereafter  do  not  in  any  manner  intromit  in  or  within  the  said 
town,  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  nor  have  nor  exercise  any 
jurisdiction  concerning  any  causes,  things  or  matters  whatsoever 
which  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  town  of  South- 
ampton aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  these  our  letters  patent,  or  any 
other  letters  patent,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever  belong,  or  in 
anywise  appertain  ;  and  that  the  sheriff  and  other  officers  of  the 
said  town  do,  from  time  to  time,  execute  the  precepts  of  the  said 
mayor,  bishop,  recorder,  and  other  the  justices  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  as  any  sheriff  of  this  our  kingdom 
of  England  hath  been  accustomed  in  any  manner  howsoever  to 
do,  return  or  execute  the  mandates  of  any  justices  of  the  peace, 
or  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer,  in  any  of  the  counties  of  our 
said  kingdom ;  and  further,  we  have  nominated,  assigned  and 
constituted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, do  name,  assign  and  constitute  our  well  beloved  the 
aforesaid  Henry  Bracebridge,  now  mayor  of  the  said  town,  arid 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Southampton,  one  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
town,  and  Walter,  now  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  John  Mill, 
Baronet,  one  of  the  Burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  the  afore- 
said Thomas  Levingston,  now  Recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid, 
and  Robert  Wroth,  who  exercised  the  office  of  mayoralty  in  the 
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predict86  ac  Robertum  Wrouth,  qui  Maioratmn  Villae  predictae 
Anno  precedente,  exercebat  necnon  Georgiu"1  Gallopp,  Pelrum 
Priaulx,  et  Edwardum  Exton,  et  Nicolnm  Pescod,  et  Petrum 
Scale,  modo  quinque  Aldermann1  Villae  predict36,  fore  et  esse 
modernos  Iustitiar'°:>s  nostros,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum, 
ad  pacem  nostram,  Herednm  et  Successorum  nostrorum  infra 
Villam  libertat68  et  precinctns  eiusdem  conservandam,  et  custodi- 
endam,  et  conservari  et  custodiri  faciendaul ;  Ac  iisdem  Maiori, 
Comiti  Southanipton,1  Epi?copo,  lohanni  Mill,  Recordator',  Roberto 
Wroth  et  quinque  AldermanDis,  et  aliquibus  tribus  aut  pluribus 
eorum  (quorum  aliquos  duos  predict0™"1  Maioris,  Episcop1, 
Recordator18  et  Robert1  Wroth  duos  esse  volumns)  pro  nobis, 
Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  damns  et  concedim"8  plenam 
potestat01"  et  authoritat0"1  ad  inquirend""1,  audiend""1  et  termin- 
and""1  infra  Villam  predict""1,  libertat08  et  precinct"8  eiusdem, 
tam  in  presentia  nostra  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum, 
qu"m  in  absencia  nostra,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum, 
omnia  et  om"imoda  Murdra,  Felonias,  Misprisiones,  Riottas, 
Routas,  Oppressiones,  Extorc'ones,  Forstallar108,  Regrataras, 
Transgressiones,  Offensas,  et  omnia  alia  quaecunque  infra  Villam 
predict""1,  libertat63  et  precinct118  eiusdem  emersam  et  de  tempore 
in  tempus  emergenda  sive  contingentia,  quae  ad  Offic1"1"  lustiti- 
ariomm  pacjs  quovismodo  pertinent  sive  incumbunt,  seu  in 
futur0  pertinere  vel  incumbere  debeant  vel  possint,  quae  aliquo 
modo  coram  lustitiar11*  pacis  inquiri,  audiri  vel  terminari  debent 
aut  poterint,  unacum  correccione  et  punic'one  inde,  ac  ad 
omnia  alia  agenda  et  exequenda  infra  Villam  predict*1"1,  libertat68 
et  praecinct"8  eiusdem  adeo  plene,  libere  et  integre,  ac  in  tam 
amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  lusticiar11  pacis  nostri,  Heredum 
et  Successorum  nostrorum  in  predict"  Comltatu  Southampton  vel 
alibi  infra  Regnu"1  nostrum  Angliae,  per  leges,  Statut",  seu 
Consuetudin68  Regni  Angliae,  vel  aliquo  alio  legali  modo 
quocunque  ante  haec  tempora  habuertmt  vel  exercuernnt,  seu 
imposterum  habere  vel  exercere  valeant  aut  possint,  et  in  tam 
amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  si  eadem  in  hiis  Lltteris  nostris 
Patentibus  specialiter,  vel  per  specialia  verba  express0  content8 
et  menc'onat"  fuissent ;  Quodque  lustitiar"  pacis  nost^e, 
Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  in  Comitatu  Southampton 
predict0,  seu  eorum  aliquis  imposterum  infra  Villam  predict01", 


i  Thomas  Wriothesley,  fourtli  Earl  of  Southampton,  succeeded  to  the  title  In  1624.  Although  he 
had  ranged  himself  with  the  royalists,  Cromwell  permitted  him  to  remain  in  England  during  the 
Commonwealth.  At  the  Restoration  he  became  Lord  High  Treasurer.  His  father  was  the  famous 
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town  aforesaid  for  the  last  year,  and  also  George  Gallop,  Peter 
Pryaulx,  Edward  Exton,  Nicholas  Pescod  and  Peter  Scale,  now 
five  aldermen  of  the  said  town,  to  be  the  present  justices  of  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  to  preserve  and  keep,  and  cause  to  be 
preserved  and  kept,  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts  thereof ;  and  to  the 
said  mayor,  Earl  of  Southampton,  bishop,  John  Mill,  recorder, 
Robert  Wroth  and  five  aldermen,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them 
(of  whom  we  will  any  two  of  the  said  mayor,  bishop,  recorder, 
and  Robert  Wroth  to  be  two),  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
we  give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority  to  inquire,  hear  and 
determine,  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts  thereof, 
as  well  in  the  presence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  as  in  the 
absence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all,  and  all  manner  of 
murders,  felonies,  misprisions,  riots,  routs,  oppressions,  extortions, 
forestallings,  regratings,  trespasses,  offences,  and  all  other  things 
whatsoever  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts  thereof 
arising,  and  from  time  to  time  to  arise  or  happen,  which  to  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  anywise  belong  or  appertain,  or 
hereafter  may  or  ought  to  belong  or  appertain,  which  in  any 
manner  before  the  justices  of  our  peace  may  or  ought  to  be 
inquired  of,  heard  or  determined,  together  with  the  correction 
and  punishment  thereof,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  other  things 
within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  as  fully, 
freely  and  wholly,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  said 
county  of  Southampton  or  elsewhere  within  our  kingdom  of 
England,  by  the  laws,  statutes  or  customs  of  our  kingdom  of 
England,  or  in  any  other  lawful  manner  whatsoever,  heretofore 
have  had  or  exercised,  or  hereafter  may  or  may  be  able  to  have 
or  exercise,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as  if  the  same,  in 
these  our  letters  patent,  specially,  or  by  special  words  had  been 
expressed,  contained  and  mentioned  ;  and  that  the  justices  of 
the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  said  county 
of  Southampton,  or  any  of  them,  do  not  in  any  way  hereafter 
intromit  themselves  or  himself  within  the  said  town,  liberties 


patron  of  Shakespeare,  who  dedicated  to  him  "Venus  and  Adonis  "  and  "  Lucrece."  He  was  condemned 
to  death  for  participating  in  Essex's  enterprise,  but  the  sentence  was  commuted,  and  he  was  restored 
to  favour  by  James  I. 
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Justices  of 
the  Peace 
may  be 
deposed 
for  lawful 
Cause. 


libertates  et  precinctns  eiusdem  aliqualiter  se  non  intromittant 
nee  intromittat,  nee  aliquam  lurisdiccionem  habeant  seu 
exerceant  de  aliquibus  causis,  rebus  vel  materiis  quibuscunque 
quae  ad  Officiu111  lustitiar11  Pacis  dictae  Villae  Southampton 
predictae  virtute  harum  litterarum  nostrarum  Patenciu™  spectant 
vel  quoquomodo  pertinent. 

Et  ulterius  volumns  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus 
et  successoribus  nostris,  concedim118  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  Villae  predict36,  et  Successoribus  suis,  q"°d  si  aliquis 
predict0™"1  quinque  Aldermannorum,  seu  duorum  Burgensium  sic  ut 
prefertur  nominatoruni,  sive  nominandorum  ad  Officium  lustitiar11 
pacis  nostrae,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  infra  Villam 
predict0™  ab  hac  vita  decesserit  vel  decesserint,  aut  male  se 
gesserit  aut  gesserint  in  Officio  predict",  aut  aliquod  delictum 
fecerit  vel  fecerint,  aut  aliqua  legitima  causa  amovendi  vel 
deponendi  aliquem  vel  aliquos  predict0"1"1  quinque  Alder- 
mannorum  e£  duorurn  Burgensium  ab  Officio  lustitiar11  pacis  nostrae 
Villae  predict510  tempore  futur0  emerserit  aut  contigerit.  Quod 
tune  Maior,  Recordator,  Alderman111,  et  Burgenses  VilPe  predictae 
pro  tempore  existentes,  vel  maior  pars  eorum  (quorum  Maiorem 
et  Recordatorem  duos  esse  volumus)  de  tempore  in  tempus, 
iuxta  eorum  sanas  discrec'ones,  in  tali  casu  amovere  et  deponere, 
possint  et  valeant  aliquem  vel  aliquos  eorum  Iustitiarlorum 
quoties  et  quandocunque  pro  causis  predict18  eis  placuerit ;  Ac 
quod  dicti  Maior,  Recordator,  Alderman111  et  Burgenses  dictae 
Villae  pro  tempore  existentes,  vel  maior  pars  eorum  (quorum 
Maiorem  et  Recordator6111  duos  esse  volumu?)  de  tempore  in 
tempus  post  talem  decessum  sive  amotionem  alicuins  vel 
aliquorum  eorundem  Aldermanuorum  sive  Burgensiu111  existentmm 
lustitiar11  pacis  infra  Villam  predict8"1  unum  alium  vel  plures  alios 
de  Aldermannis  et  Burgensibns  Villae  predictae  respective  in 
Officiu1"  Justiciar11  pacis  infra  villam  predictam  in  loco  sive  locis 
huin*'uodi  Aldermanui  vel  Alderman"orum,  Burgensis  vel  Burgen- 
siu111 sic  mori  vel  amoved  contingentis  vel  contingencium,  infra 
viginti  dies  vel  aliud  tempus  conveniens  post  huiusniodi  decessum 
vel  amoc'onem  eligere  et  nominare  possint  et  valeant ;  Ac  talem 
Aldermannu111  et  Aldermannos,  Burgensem  et  Burgenses  sic 
respective  elect03  sive  eligendos  in  lustitiar108  pacis  nostrae, 
Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  infra  Villam  predictam,  ad 
omnia  faciend8  et  exequenda  quae  ad  lustitiar105  pacis  infra 
Villam  predict3111  libertat63  et  precinct"8  eiusdem  pertinent,  pro 
nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  facimn8,  ordinamus  et 
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or  precincts  thereof,  nor  may  have  or  exercise  any  jurisdiction 
concerning  any  causes,  things  or  matters  whatsoever  which  to 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  town  of  Southamp- 
ton, by  virtue  of  these  our  letters  patent,  do  belong  or  in  any- 
wise appertain. 

And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  grant  unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  town  and  their  successors,  that  if  any  of  the 
aforesaid  five  aldermen  or  two  burgesses,  so  as  before  named  or 
to  be  named,  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  within  the  town  aforesaid,  shall  depart  this  life 
or  misbehave  himself  or  themselves  in  the  office  aforesaid,  or 
shall  commit  any  offence,  or  if  any  lawful  cause  of  amoving  or 
deposing  either  or  any  of  the  aforesaid  five  aldermen  or  two 
burgesses  from  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  time  to  come 
shall  arise  or  happen,  that  then  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen 
and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for 
the  time  being  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  and  recorder 
be  two),  from  time  to  time,  according  to  their  sound  discretions, 
in  such  case  shall  and  may  be  able  to  amove  or  depose  any  or 
either  of  the  same  justices  as  often  as  and  whensoever  it  shall 
please  them  for  the  causes  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  said  mayor, 
recorder,  aldermen  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the 
time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  the 
mayor  and  recorder  to  be  two),  from  time  to  time,  after  such 
decease  or  removal  of  either  or  any  of  the  same  aldermen  or 
burgesses,  being  justices  of  the  peace  within  the  town  aforesaid, 
may  and  shall  be  able  to  choose  and  name  one  other  or  more  of 
the  aldermen  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  respectively, 
in  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  town  aforesaid,  in 
the  place  or  places  of  such  alderman  or  aldermen,  burgess  or 
burgesses  so  happening  to  die  or  to  be  amoved,  within  twenty 
days  or  any  other  convenient  time  after  such  decease  or  removal ; 
and  such  alderman  and  aldermen,  burgess  and  burgesses  so 
respectively  chosen  or  to  be  chosen,  we  do,  by  these  presents, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  make,  ordain  and  constitute  to 
be  justices  of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  within 
the  town  aforesaid,  to  do  and  execute  all  things  which  to  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  within  the  town  aforesaid,  the  liberties  and 
precincts  of  the  same,  belong  ;  also  we  will,  and  by  these  presents 
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lustitiar118  nostris,  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  ad 
Assisas,  luratas,  et  Certificac^ones  aut  quascunque  alias  Inquisi- 
c'ones  capiendas  et  Goalas  deliberandas  assignatis  vel  assignand19 ; 
lustitiar519  nostris,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  ad  Pro- 
dic'ones,  Felonias,  Transgressiones,  et  alias  res  quascunque  tam 
ad  sectam  nostram  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  quam 
aliorum  quorumcunque  audiend88  terminandas  assignatas  vel 
assignandas,  vel  coram  Custodibus  pacis  nostrae,  Heredum  et  Suc- 
cessorum nostrorum,  et  lustitiar118  nostris,  Heredum  et  Success- 
orum nostrorum  ad  Felonias,  Transgressiones  et  Malefacta  in 
quocunque  Comitatu  Regni  nostri  Angliae,  aut  aliis  locis  quibus- 
cunque  audiend3  et  terminanda  assignata  vel  assignand8,  aut 
coram  quibuscunque  aliis  Officiariis,  vel  Ministris  nostris,  Here- 
dum vel  Successorum  nostrorum,  tam  in  presencia  nostra, 
Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum,  qliam  in  absencia  nostra, 
Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum,  aut  in  quibuscunque  aliis 
Curiis  locis  et  placcis  sint  ipsa  Fines,  Exitus,  Redempciones, 
Amerciamenta,  Forisfactur"6,  deperdita,  bona  et  Catalla,  Annus, 
dies  Vastum  et  Streppum,  et  orrnia  qu"e  ad  huii:slllodi  Vastum  et 
Streppum  pertinent  vel  pertinere  poterint,  ubicunque  infra 
Villam,  libertat63  et  Precinctus  predict0*  inveriire  poterint,  sunt 
et  erunt  ipsorum  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  et  Success- 
orum suorum  in  supportac'onem  soluc'onis  feod1  firm86  predictac ; 
Ac  bene  licebit  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis,  et  Burgensibus  et 
Successoribus  suis  ponere  se  in  seislnam  de  dictis  Finibus, 
Exitibus,  Redempc'onibus,  Amerciamentis,  Forisfacturis,  deper- 
ditis,  Bonis  et  Catallis  ac  anno  die,  Vasto  et  Streppo  huiusmodi 
infra  Villam,  libertates  et  precinct115  predict03  inveniend18, 
Eademque  ad  opus  et  prone"'11"  predict01'"1"  Maioris,  Ballivorum, 
et  Burgens1""1  et  Successorum  suorum,  ex  causis  predict*3,  per  se, 
aut  Officiar108,  seu  ministros  suos  levare,  percipere,  et  retinere 
absque  Compoto  vel  aliquo  nobis  Heredibus  vel  Successoribus 
nostris  inde  reddend0  et  absque  impetic'one,  molestac'one  seu 
impedimento  nostri  vel  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum, 
Escaetor""1,  Vicecomitum,  aut  aliorum  Officiariorum  seu  Ministro- 
rum  nostrorum,  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  quorum- 
cunque ;  Ita  q"°d  nullus  alius  Vicecomes,  Escaetor,  vel  quivis 
alius  Official"3  noster,  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum 
Villam,  libertat69  et  precinct""  predict08  preterqliam  predict1  Maior, 
Ballivi  Villae  predict86  pro  tempore  existentes,  ad  huiusmodi 
Fines,  Exitus,  Redempc'ones,  Amerciament8,  Forisfactur88, 
deperdita,  Bona  et  Cattalla,  annum  diem,  Vastum  et  Streppum, 
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cessors,  assigned  or  to  be  assigned  ;  to  take  the  assizes,  juries 
and  certificates,  or  any  other  inquisitions  whatsoever,  or  to 
deliver  gaols  ;  the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  assigned 
and  to  be  assigned,  to  hear  and  determine  treasons,  felonies, 
trespasses  and  all  other  things  whatsoever,  as  well  at  the  suit 
of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  as  of  any  other  whomsoever,  or 
before  the  keepers  of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  and 
the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  assigned  and  to  be 
assigned,  to  hear  and  determine  felonies,  trespasses  and  evil 
actions,  in  whatsoever  county  of  our  kingdom  of  England  or 
other  places  whatsoever  ;  or  before  any  other  officers  or  ministers 
whomsoever  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  well  in  the 
presence  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  as  in  the  absence  of  us, 
our  heirs  or  successors,  or  in  any  other  courts  or  places  whatso- 
ever they  be,  the  same  fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amerciaments, 
forfeitures,  losses,  goods  and  chattels,  year  day  waste  and  strep, 
and  all  things  which  to  such  year  day  waste  and  strep  belong, 
or  may  belong,  wheresoever  within  the  town,  liberties  and 
precincts  aforesaid  they  may  be  found,  belong,  and  shall  belong 
to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  their  successors,  in 
support  of  the  payment  of  the  fee-farm  aforesaid  ;  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their 
successors,  to  put  themselves  in  possession  of  the  said  fines, 
issues,  redemptions,  amerciaments,  forfeitures,  losses,  goods  and 
chattels,  and  such  year  day  waste  and  strep,  within  the  town, 
liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  to  be  found,  and  the  same  unto 
the  use  and  profit  of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and 
their  successors,  for  the  causes  aforesaid,  by  themselves,  their 
officers  or  ministers,  to  levy,  take  and  retain,  without  account 
thereof  or  any  other  thing  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  to  be 
thereof  rendered,  and  without  impeachment,  molestation  or 
hindrance  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  the  escheators,  sheriffs 
or  other  officers,  or  ministers  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  whom- 
soever ;  so  that  no  sheriff,  escheator  or  any  other  officer  of  us, 
our  heirs  or  successors  shall  enter  the  town,  liberties  and  pre- 
cincts aforesaid,  except  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  town  afore- 
said, for  the  time  being,  there  to  seize,  levy,  attach  or  receive 
such  fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amerciaments,  forfeitures,  losses, 
goods  and  chattels,  or  year  day  waste  and  strep,  or  what  to  such 
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Misprisionibus,  et  aliis  falsitatibus  et  Delictis  quibuscunque,  et 
in  quibuscunque  Curiis  nostris,  Heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum,  coram  nobis  et  Successoribus  nostris,  et  quibus- 
cunque lustitiar119  nostris,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum 
forisfact18  vel  forisfaciendis ;  necnon  omnia  Bona  et  Catella 
omniu™  et  singulorum  huiusniodi  Inhabitantiu"1,  integre  Tenentium, 
et  non  integre  Tenentiu™,  Residenciu11'  et  non  Residenciu"1  infra 
Villam  predict"'11  libertatos  et  precinct119  eiusdem  pro  parva 
Prodic'one,  Felonia,  Contemptu,  Transgression6,  debito,  Com- 
poto,  vel  alia  occasione  quacunque  ad  sectam  nostram, 
Heredum,  vel  Successorum  nostrorum,  aut  aliorum  quorum- 
cunque  qualitercunque  utlagatornm  et  Waviatorum,  ac  Utlagandorum 
et  Waviandorum  infra  libertates  et  precinct"5  predict03  levandorum  et 
inveniendorum.  Ac-eciam  omnia  bona  et  Catalla  omnium  et 
singulorum  Felonu"'  de  seipsis,  et  alicnim  Felonu111  quorumcunque, 
Fugatorum  et  Dampnatorum  et  dampnandorum  ;  et  omnia  bona 
et  Catalla  omniu"1  aliorum  quorumcunque  infra  Villam, 
libertatem  et  Precinct"*  predict0'  con'morantium,  residentium  sive 
inhabitan11'11"  qualitercunque  connscand01"'"11  et  forisfaciend01"11"1, 
Necnon  omuimoda  Bona  et  Catalla  Waife  et  Stray  noncupat8, 
ac  annum  diem,  vastum  et  Streppum,  et  omnia  qune  ad  nos, 
Heredes  et  Successores  nostros  pertinere  poterint  de  huiusmodi 
Anno,  die,  Vasto  et  Streppo  infra  Villam,  libertat08  et  precinct"9 
predict09 ;  Ita  q"°d  si  aliquis  huiusmodi  co'"morancium,  Resiclen- 
c'um,  non  Residenciu1",  sive  Jenenciu1"  integre  Tenenciu1"  et  non 
integre  Tenenciu'11,  pro  quacunque  parva  prodicione,  Felonia 
vel  alia  raccione,  vel  alia  occasione  quacunque  Vitam  vel 
Membrum  debeat  amittere  vel  fugerit,  et  iudicio  stare  noluerit 
vel  utlegat"8  fuerit,  vel  aliquod  aliud  Delictum  forisfactur8"1,  seu 
aliquod  aliud  fecerit  seu  de  eo  contingat  pro  quo  Finem  facere, 
vel  Bona  et  Catalla  sua  perdere  debeat,  ubicunque  lusticiam 
inde  fieri,  seu  Annu1"  diem,  vastum  et  streppum  adiudicari 
contigat,  sive  sit  corarn  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris  aut  coram  nobis  Heredfbus  vel  Successor10"8  nostris  in 
Cancellaria  nostra,  Heredum  et  Successor1""  nostrorum,  lustitiar"8 
nostris,  Heredum  et  Successor1111'  nostrorum  de  co'"muni  Banco, 
Thesaurar10  et  Baronibus  nostris  Hered1""  vel  Successorum 
nostrorum  de  Scac°ario  nostro,  Senescallo,  Mareschallo,  vel 
Clerico  Mercati  Hospitii  nostri,  Heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum,  lustitiar119  nostris  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nos- 
trorum itinerantibus  ad  coinmunia  plucita  et  pla('ita  Coronae, 
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the  courts  whatsoever  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  before  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  justices  whomsoever  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  forfeited  and  to  be  forfeited,  and  all  goods 
and  chattels  of  all  and  singular  such  inhabitants,  entire  tenants 
and  non  entire  tenants,  and  residents  and  non  residents,  within 
the  town  aforesaid,  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  for  petty 
treason,  felony,  contempt,  trespass,  debt,  account,  or  other 
occasion  whatsoever,  at  the  suit  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
or  any  other  whatsoever,  by  any  means  outlawed  and  waived, 
and  to  be  outlawed  and  waived,  within  the  town,  liberties  and 
precincts  aforesaid,  to  be  levied  and  found  ;  and  also  all  goods 
and  chattels  of  all  singular  felons  of  themselves,  and  other  felons 
and  fugitives  whomsoever,  and  persons  condemned  and  to  be 
condemned ;  and  all  goods  and  chattels  of  all  others  whomso- 
ever, within  the  town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  dwellers, 
residents  or  inhabitants,  in  anywise  howsoever  confiscated  or 
forfeited,  or  to  be  confiscated  or  forfeited,  and  also  all  manner 
of  goods  and  chattels  called  waifs  or  stray,  and  year  day  waste 
and  strep,  and  all  things  which  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors 
may  belong,  of  such  year  day  waste  and  strep  within  the  town, 
liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid  ;  so  that  if  any  such  person, 
dwelling,  resident,  non  resident,  or  tenant,  entire  tenant  and  not 
entire  tenant,  for  any  petty  treason,  felony,  or  other  action  or 
occasion  whatsoever,  ought  to  lose  life  or  member,  shall  fly,  and 
will  not  abide  judgment,  or  shall  be  outlawed,  or  shall  commit 
any  other  offence  or  forfeiture,  or  do  any  other  thing  for  which 
it  may  happen  that  he  ought  to  make  fine,  or  to  lose  his  goods 
and  chattels,  whatsoever  it  may  happen  that  justice  should  be 
thereupon  done,  or  that  year  day  waste  and  strep  should  be 
adjudged,  whether  it  be  before  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  ;  or 
before  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  in  the  Chancery  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors  ;  the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  of  the 
Common  Bench  ;  the  treasurer  and  barons  of  us,  our  heirs  or 
successors,  of  our  exchequer ;  the  steward,  marshal,  or  clerk  of 
the  market  of  the  household  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors ;  the 
justices  itinerant  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  for  common  pleas 
and  pleas  of  the  crown ;  the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  or  sue- 
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Fines,  &c., 
granted 
in  aid  of 
Fee-farm. 


constituimns  per  presentes ;  Volumus  etiam  et  per  presentes 
mandamus  quod  quilibet  Maior,  Recordator,  et  alii  lustitiar11  pacis 
infra  Villam  predict8111  pro  tempore  existentes  prius  quam  ad 
execuc'onem  predict1  Offic11  lustitiar11  pacis  infra  eandem 
admittetur  Sacrament""1  suuni  corporale  pro  debita  execucjone 
omnium  quae  ad  Officiu"1  illud  pertinent  vel  pertinuerint  facienda 
prestabit  modo  sequent6,  videlicet,  quilibet  Maior  Villae  predict80 
coram  Recordatore  eiusdem  pro  tempore  existente,  et  quilibet 
Recordator  Villae  predict"6  et  quilibet  alius  Iustitiarius  pacis  infra 
eandem  Villam  coram  Maiore  eiusdem  pro  tempore  existente,  et 
idem  sacrament"'11  de  tempore  in  tempus  in  forma  predict* 
ministrand1  Maiori  et  Recordator1  Villae  predict86  pro  tempore 
existentib"s  respective  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris  plenam  potestat6111  et  authoritat6"1  concedimus  per  pre- 
sentes. 

Volumus  insuper  et  de  gracia  nostra  speciali,  ac  ex  certa 
scientia,  et  mero  motu  nostris  Concessimus,  Ac  pro  nobis, 
Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  per  presentes  concedim"8  et 
confirmamus  prefatls  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  Success- 
oribus suis,  q"°d  ipsi  imperpetuu"1  habeant  in  supportac'onem 
soluc'onis  f"d'  firm"1'  Vill"e  predict"6,  Vis1"11  Franc'pleg11,1  ac  omnia 
qu!le  ad  huiusmodi  vis"'"  pertinent  infra  Villam,  libertatcs  et 
precinct"5  predict08,  necnon  omnes  et  omnimodos  Fines  pro 
licencia  Concordand1,  et  omnimod08  alios  Fines,  Exitus,  Redemp- 
ciones,  Amerciamenta,  forisfacturas  et  deperdita,  tam  coram 
prefatis  Maiore  et  Ballivis  in  Curia  nostra  predict8,  q"am  coram 
prefat18  Custodibus  pacis  nostrae  Heredum  vel  Successorum 
nostrorum,  et  Iustitiar"s  nostris,  Heredmn,  et  Successorum 
nostrorum  ad  Felonias,  Transgressiones,  et  Malefacta  predict8 
infra  Villam,  libertates  et  precinct"8  predict0*  audiend""1  et 
terminand"™  qualitercunque  forisfact8  vel  forisfaciend8,  Ac  omnes 
Fines,  Exitus,  Redemptiones  et  Amerciamenta,  Forisfacturas 
et  deperdita  omniu'"  et  singulorum  Residentiu'11  et  non  resid- 
entium  ad  Villam  Southampton  predict8™  confluencium,  ac  omniu"1 
Inhabitantiu™,  necnon  omniu"1  integre  Tenentiu111,  et  non  integre 
Tenentiu'"  infra  eandem  Villam,  libertatcs  et  precinct"8  eiusdem, 
pro  quibuscunque  Transgressionibus,  Oppressionibus,  Extorc'on- 
ibus,  Decepc'onibus,  Conspirac'onibus,  Contempt11"18,  Concel- 
amentis,  Regratariis,  Foristallariis,  Mauntenendis,  Ambidextris,2 

i  r.  Vol.  i,  i>.<4. 

»  An  ambidexter  is  a  juror  who  takes  money  of  both  parties  for  giving  bis  verdict ;  and  sucb 
a  one  sball  be  imprisoned,  never  more  be  on  a  jury,  and  further  punished  at  the  king's  pleasure. 
($  Ed.  Ill,  c.  10.) 
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command,  that  every  mayor,  recorder  and  other  justice  of  the 
peace,  within  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  before  he 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  same  town,  shall  take  his  corporal 
oath  for  the  due  execution  of  all  things  which  to  that  office 
belong  or  shall  belong,  to  be  done  in  manner  following,  viz., 
every  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  before  the  recorder  of  the 
same  town,  for  the  time  being,  and  every  recorder  of  the  said 
town,  and  every  other  justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  same  town, 
before  the  mayor  of  the  same  town,  for  the  time  being  ;  and  we 
do,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  grant  full 
power  and  authority  to  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  same 
town,  for  the  time  being,  respectively,  to  administer  the  same 
oath,  from  time  to  time,  in  form  aforesaid. 

Moreover  we  will,  and  of  our  special  grace  and  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  and  confirm  to  the 
aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  that 
they  shall  for  ever  hereafter  have,  in  help  of  payment  of  the  fee- 
farm  of  the  town  aforesaid,  view  of  frank-pledge,  and  all  things 
which  unto  the  same  belong,  within  the  town,  liberties  and 
precincts  aforesaid,  and  all  manner  of  fines  for  licence  of  con- 
cord, and  all  manner  of  other  fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amercia- 
ments,  forfeitures  and  losses,  as  well  before  the  aforesaid  mayor 
and  bailiffs  in  our  court  aforesaid  as  before  the  aforesaid  keepers 
of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  justices  of 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  hear  and  determine  felonies, 
trespasses  and  evil  actions  aforesaid,  within  the  town,  liberties 
and  precincts  aforesaid,  in  whatsoever  manner  forfeited  and  to 
be  forfeited,  and  all  fines,  issues,  redemptions,  amerciaments, 
forfeitures  and  losses  of  all  and  singular  residents  and  non- 
residents at  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid  resorting,  and 
of  all  inhabitants,  and  also  of  all  entire  tenants  and  non  entire 
tenants,  within  the  same  town,  liberties  and  precincts  of  the 
same,  for  all  trespasses,  extortions,  deceits,  conspiracies,  conceal- 
ments, regratings,  forestallings,  maintenances,  ambidexters,  mis- 
prisions,  and  other  falsities  and  offences  whatsoever,  in  any  of 
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sive  quod  ad  huiusmodi  Annum  diem,  Vastum  et  Streppum  pertinet 
vel  poterit  pertinere  ibidem  seisendum,  levandum,  attachiandum,  seu 
recipiendum  ingrediatur,  nee  se  inde  in  aliquo  intromittat  quo- 
vismodo. 

Volumus  insuper,  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  concedim"8  prefat18  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus,  et  Successoribus  suis,  q"°d  ipsi  se  appr°vare  et  cora- 
modum  suum  facere  possint  de  omnibus  Purprestur18,1  tarn  in 
terris  q"am  in  Aquis  faciend13,  et  de  omnibus  Vastis,  infra  limites 
et  Bundas  libertat'*  predictae  Villae  predict"",  in  auxiliu™  et 
Subvenc'onem  tarn  Solu^onis  feod1  firm36  VilPe  predictae  quam 
supportac'onis  oneru"1  eidem  Villae  de  tempore  in  tempus  incum- 
benciu'",  salvo  semper  iure  cuiuslibet. 

Et  ulterius  de  gracia  nostra  predict3,  et  ex  certa  sciencia  et 
mero  motu  nostris,  concessimus  Ac  per  presentes,  pro  nobis, 
Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  concedim"s  et  confirmam"8, 
'  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus,  et  Successoribus  suis, 
q"°d  nullus  eorum  infra  Villam  libertates  et  precinct"8  predict05 
pro  tempore  commorans  et  residens  exnunc  extra  Villam, 
libertatcs  et  precinct118  predict08  contra  voluntatem  suam  ponatur 
aut  impatinelletur  in  aliquibus  Assisis,  luratis,  Inquisic'onibus, 
Attinctis,  vel  recognic'on11"19  quibuscunque,  nos,  Heredes  vel 
Successores  nostros,  aut  alios  quoscunque  tangentlbus  nee  fiat 
Assessor,  Taxator  seu  Collector  Decimarum,  Quintarumdecim- 
arum,  vel  aliorum  Tallagiorum,  Impositionurn,  seu  Subsidiorum 
quorumcunque  nobis,  Heredibus  vel  Successoribus  nostris 
qualitercumque  concessorum  vel  concedendorum,  seu  alicuins 
partis  sive  parcellae  eorundem,  seu  eorum  alicuins,  Collector 
racionabilis  auxilii  ad  Primogenitum  filium  nostrum,  Heredum 
vel  Successorum  nostrorum  Militem  faciend"™,  seu  ad  Primogen- 
itam  filiam  nostram,  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum 
maritandam,  extra  Villam,  libertat69  et  precinctns  predict08  ;  nee 
ordinetur  vel  assignetur  Constabularius,  Balliv11",  vel  quivis  alius 
Officiarlus  vel  Minister  noster,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostro- 
rum extra  eandem  Villam,  libertat08  et  Precinct"8  predict08,  nee 
ad  aliquod  Oflicium  sive  Onus  superius  recitatum,  nee  aliquod 
aliud  Officium  faciendum,  recipiendnm,  aut  occupand""1  contra 
voluntatem  suam  extra  libertatem  et  precinct08  predictos  vocetur, 
compellatur  sive  arctetur  quovismodo  ;  Et  qnod  licet  aliquis 
predictorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium,  et  Successorum 
suorum  infra  Villam,  libertat6'"  et  precinct"8  predict08  commorans 
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year  day  waste  and  strep  doth  or  may  belong,  nor  may,  in  any- 
wise howsoever,  intromit  himself  therein. 

Further  we  will,  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  by  these 
presents,  do  grant  unto  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses, and  to  their  successors,  that  they  may  improve  and  make 
their  profit  of  all  purprestures,  as  well  made  on  the  land  as  in 
the  water,  in  and  of  all  wastes,  within  the  limits  and  bounds  of 
the  liberty  of  the  town  aforesaid,  in  help  and  relief  as  well  in 
the  payment  of  the  fee-farm  of  the  town  aforesaid  as  in  the 
support  of  the  charges  on  the  same  town,  from  time  to  time 
incumbent,  saving  always  the  right  of  every  one. 

And  further,  of  our  grace  and  favour,  as  aforesaid,  and  of  our 
certain  knowledge,  and  of  our  own  accord  and  mere  motion,  we 
have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  that  none  of  them,  within 
the  town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid  for  the  time  being 
dwelling  and  residing,  shall  henceforth,  without  the  town, 
liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  against  his  will  be  put  or 
impanelled  in  any  assizes,  juries  or  inquisitions,  attaints  or 
recognizances  whatsoever,  touching  us,  our  heirs  or  successors, 
or  any  others  whomsoever ;  nor  may  he  be  made  an  assessor, 
taxer  or  collector  of  tenths,  fifteenths  or  other  tallages,  imposi- 
tions or  subsidies  whatsoever  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  in 
anywise  howsoever  granted  or  to  be  granted,  or  of  any  part  or 
parcel  thereof,  or  collector  of  any  reasonable  aid  to  make  the 
eldest  son  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  a  knight,  or  to  marry 
the  eldest  daughter  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  without  the 
town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid  ;  nor  shall  be  ordained  or 
assigned  constable,  bailiff,  or  any  other  officer  or  minister  of 
us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  without  the  town,  liberties  and  pre- 
cincts thereof  aforesaid  ;  nor  to  do,  receive  or  occupy  any  office 
or  charge  above  recited,  nor  any  office  against  his  will,  without 
the  town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  any 
manner  howsoever  called,  compelled  or  forced  ;  and  if  either 
of  them,  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  or  their 
successors,  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts  dwell- 
ing and  residing,  shall  be  against  his  will,  put,  impanelled,  or 
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nobis  in  Capite,  nee  de  nobis  aut  aliquibus  aliis  per  Servitium 
Militare,  quae  unacum  predict18  Maneriis,  Messuaglis,  Terris,  et 
Hereditament18  antehac,  ut  prefertur  perquisit18  seu  habit18,  non 
excedant  predict""1  clarum  annuu111  valorem  Centum  librarum 
ultra  omnia  onera  et  reprisas,  Statute  de  Terr18  et  Tenement18  ad 
manu1"  mortuam  non  ponend18  aut  aliquo  alio  Statute,  Actu, 
Ordinacione,  sive  Provisione,  vel  aliqua  alia  re,  causa,  vel 
materia  quacunque  in  contrariu"1  inde  in  aliquo  non  obstante. 

Concessimus  insuper,  ac  de  ampliori  gracia  nostra  pro  nobis, 
Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris,  concedim"8  et  confirmam"3 
eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  Successoribus  suis, 
quod  Maior  Villae  predict8*  pro  tempore  existen8  ea  omnia  et 
singula  quae  ad  Officia  Seneschall1  et  Mareschall1  Hospitii  nostri, 
ac  ad  Officiu111  alter1"8  eorum  pertinent  aut  pertinere  poterint 
quoquo-modo,  infra  Villam  predictam,  Suburbia  et  Precinct"8 
eiusdem  facere,  exercere,  et  exequi  possit,  et  ea  faciat,  exerceat, 
et  exequatur  absque  coritradicc'one  nostri,  Heredum,  vel  Suc- 
cessorum  nostrorum  quorumcunque,  prout  predict"8  modo  Maior, 
aut  aliquis  Predecessorum  suorum  antehac  logitime  aut  debite 
fecit,  exercuit  et  exequi  potuit ;  ac  adeo  libere,  quiete,  et 
integre  sicut  aliquis  Seneschallus  vel  Mareschall"8  Hospitii  nostri 
Officia  sua  seu  eorum  alter1"8  ac  omnia  et  singula  ad  Officia 
ilia  et  eorum  alterum  pertinentla  unquam  antehac  fecerit, 
exercuit,  et  executus  fuerit. 

Cumque  Dominus  Henricus  Sextus  nuper  Rex  Angliae,  Pre- 
decessor noster,  per  luteras  suas  Patentes  sub  magno  Sigillo 
Angliae  confectas,  gerentes  datam  apud  \Vestmonasterlum  duodecimo 
die  Septembris  Anno  regni  sui  tricesimo,1  inter  alia,  pro  se, 
Heredibus  et  Successoribus  suis  concesseritad  tune  Maior1, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  de  Southampton  et  Successoribus 
suis  ac  Inhabitantibus  et  residentibus  infra  eandem  Villam,  pro 
maiore  tranquillitate,  quiet0,  utilitate,  et  increment0  Villae 
predict80,  Suburbiorum  et  Precinct"""1  eiusdem,  quod  Maior  Villfle 
predict86  et  Successores  sui  ea  omnia  et  singula  quae  ad  Officium 
Admiralli  Angliae  pertinebant  vel  pertinere  possent  quoquomodo, 
infra  Villam,  Suburb111,  et  precinct"8  eiusdem,  facere,  exercere, 
et  exequi  possent,  et  ea  facerent,  exercerent,  et  exequerentur 
absque  contradiccfone  eiusdem  nuper  Regis,  Heredum,  et  Suc- 
cessorum  suorum,  adeo  libere,  quiete,  et  integre,  sicut  aliquis 
Admirallus  Angliae  Officiu™  suum,  ac  omnia  et  singula  ad 
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hereditaments,  not  holden  of  us  in  chief,  neither  of  us,  nor  of 
any  other  by  knight's  service,  which,  together  with  the  aforesaid 
manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  hereto- 
fore as  aforesaid  purchased  or  had,  do  not  exceed  the  aforesaid 
clear  yearly  value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  besides  all  charges 
and  reprises,  the  statute  of  not  putting  lands  and  tenements  to 
mortmain,  or  any  other  statute,  act,  ordination  or  provision, 
or  any  other  thing,  cause  or  matter  to  the  contrary  thereof  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

Further,  we  have  granted  and  of  our  more  ample  grace,  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  that  the 
mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  may  do, 
exercise  and  execute  all  and  singular  the  things  which  unto 
the  offices  of  steward  and  marshal  of  our  household,  and  to  the 
office  of  either  of  them  may  belong  or  appertain  within  the 
town  aforesaid,  the  suburbs  and  precincts  of  the  same,  without 
contradiction  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  whomsoever,  even 
as  the  aforesaid  now  mayor  or  either  of  his  predecessors  here- 
tofore hath  lawfully  or  duly  done,  exercised  or  executed,  and 
as  freely,  quietly  and  wholly  as  any  steward  or  marshal  of  our 
household  hath  ever  heretofore  done,  exercised  and  executed 
their  offices  or  either  of  them,  and  all  and  singular  the  things 
belonging  to  the  same  offices,  and  either  of  them. 

And  whereas  the  Lord  Henry  the  Sixth,  late  king  of  England, 
our  predecessor,  by  his  letters  patent,  under  his  Great  Seal  of 
England,  bearing  date  at  Westminster,  the  i2th  day  of 
September,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign,  amongst  other 
things,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  did  grant  unto  the 
then  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
and  their  successors,  and  the  inhabitants  and  residents  within 
the  said  town,  for  the  greater  tranquility,  quiet,  utility  and 
increase  of  the  town  aforesaid,  the  suburbs  and  precincts  of  the 
same,  that  the  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  his  successors, 
might  do,  exercise  and  execute  all  and  singular  those  things 
which  unto  the  office  of  admiral  of  England  did  or  in  anywise 
howsoever  might  belong,  within  the  said  town,  suburbs  and 
precincts  of  the  same,  without  contradiction  of  the  said  late 
king,  his  heirs  or  successors,  as  fully,  quietly  and  wholly  as  any 
admiral  of  England  had  ever  theretofore  done,  exercised  and 
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gressionnm,  Contract™"1,  seu  aliorum  negotiorum  intrinse-corum, 
in  eodem  Burgo  vel  libertatibns  eiusdem  emerserint  capiendis, 
Sed  Assisae  illae,  Iuratae  et  Inquisic}ones  de  ipsis  Burgensibus,  et 
non  aliis  in  dicto  Burgo  solu'"modo  riant  et  capiantur,  nisi  res 
ipsa  tangat  nos,  Heredes  vel  Successores  nostros,  aut  Commimi- 
tatem  eiusdem  Villae  ;  Et  qnod  nullum  breve  currat  infra 
libertatem  Villae  predictae  nisi  breve  de  Recto  breve  de  nova 
disseialna  et  breve  de  Dote  unde  nihil  habet,  ut  ibidem  consuetum 
est. 

Et  ulterius  volumns  Ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis  Heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  concedim"3  et  confirmamus  eisdem  Maiori 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predict8*  et  Successoribus  suis  qll°d 
iidem  Maior  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  predict1  et  Successores  sui 
imperpetuu"1  sint  quieti  de  Murragio,1  Pavagio  et  Kaiagio  de 
rebus  et  Mercimoniis  suis  per  totum  Regnum  nostrum  Angliae. 

Et  insuper  per  presentes,  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris,  dam"8  et  concedim118  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Bur- 
gensibus Villae  de  Southampton  predictae,  et  Successoribus  suis 
licenciam  sp^'ialem,  potestatem,  et  authoritatem,  habendi,  tenendi, 
et  possidendi  sibi  et  Successoribus  suis  imperpetuu"1  huiusmodi 
Maneria,  Messuagia,  Terras,  Tenement'"1,  prat8,  pascua,  pasturas, 
bosc08,  subbosc08,  Rector1as,  Decimas,  Redditus,  Reverciones,  et 
alia  Hereditamenta  quaecunque,  tarn  de  nobis,  Heredibus  vel 
Successoribus  nostris,  qaDm  de  aliqua  alia  persona,  sive  aliquibus 
aliis  personis,  quibuscunque,  quae  per  ip8os  vel  Predecessores 
suos  virtute  aliquarum  litterarum  Patenciuni,  vel  licenciarilin  eis 
factarum  ante-hac  perquisita  fuerunt,  quae  de  nobis  Heredibus  vel 
Successoribus  nostris  non  tenentur  immediate  in  Capite,  nee  per 
Servitium  Militare2  nee  de  aliqua  alia  persona  per  Servitium 
Militare ;  dummodo  eadem  Manerta,  messuagla,  Terrae,  Tene- 
ment*, et  alia  Hereditament11  non  exedant  clarum  annuum 
valorem  Centum  librarum  ultra  omnia  onera  et  reprisas ;  Et  si 
Maneria,  Messuagia,  Terrae,  et  Hereditament6  per  Maiorem, 
Ballivos  et  Burgenses  villae  predictae  et  eorum  Predecessores 
antehac  perquisita  seu  obtenta  non  extendunt  ad  clarum  annuu™ 
valorem  Centum  librarum  ultra  reprisas,  Qnod  tune  bene  licebit 
eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus,  et  Successoribus  suis  per- 
quirere,  habere  et  retinere  sibi  et  Successoribus  suis  imperpetuum 
alia  Manerla,  Messuagia,  Terras,  et  hereditament",  non  tent0  de 


i  Murage  is  a  toll  taken  of  every  cart  and  horse  coming  laden  into  the  town,  for  the  building  and 
repairing  of  the  walls.  Also  the  name  given  to  the  tax  paid  by  those  who  commuted  personal  service 
to  the  repairing  of  the  walls,  for  a  monetary  payment. 
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other  intrinsic  businesses,  in  the  same  borough  and  liberties  of 
the  same  shall  arise,  but  such  assizes,  juries  and  inquisitions 
shall  be  made  and  taken  of  the  same  burgesses  only,  and  not 
of  others  in  the  same  borough,  and  unless  the  same  business 
concern  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  the  commonalty  of  the 
same  town  ;  and  that  no  writ  shall  run  within  the  liberty  of 
the  same  town,  except  the  writ  of  right,  the  writ  of  novel 
disseisin,  and  the  writ  of  dower,  "  unde  nihil  habet,"  as  there 
hath  been  accustomed. 

And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
or  successors,  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  that 
the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  be 
for  ever  free  of  murage,  pavage  and  quayage  of  their  goods  and 
merchandises  throughout  our  whole  kingdom  of  England. 

And  further,  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
we  give  and  grant  unto  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  and  their  successors, 
special  licence,  power  and  authority  to  have,  hold  and  possess 
to  them  and  their  successors  for  ever,  such  manors,  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  meadows,  feedings,  pastures,  woods,  under- 
woods and  rectories,  tithes,  rents,  reversions  and  all  other 
hereditaments  whatsoever,  as  well  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors as  of  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  which, 
by  them  or  their  predecessors,  by  virtue  of  any  letters  patent  or 
license  to  them  made,  were  heretofore  purchased,  which  of  us, 
our  heirs  or  successors  are  not  held  immediately  in  chief,  nor 
by  knight's  service,  nor  of  any  other  person  by  knight's  service  ; 
provided  that  the  same  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements 
and  other  hereditaments  do  not  exceed  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  over  and  above  all  charges 
and  reprises ;  and  if  the  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements 
and  other  hereditaments  by  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  predecessors,  heretofore 
purchased  or  obtained,  do  not  extend  unto  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  one  hundred  pounds,  besides  reprises,  that  then  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their 
successors,  to  purchase,  have  and  retain  to  them  and  their  suc- 
cessors for  ever,  other  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements  and 


2  Knight's  service  was  a  tenure  whoreby  several  lands  were  held  of  the  king.  It  drew  after  it 
homage,  service  In  war,  escuage  (or  scutage),  wardship,  marriage,  etc.  This  feudal  tenure  was  abolished 
by  statute  12  Car.  II,  cap.  24. 


122  CHARTERS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

et  residens  extra  villam,  libertatem  et  Precinctns  ilia  in  aliquibus 
huiusmodi  Assists  iurat19  Inquisic'onibus  Attinctlbus  seu  aliis 
Recognicionibus  quibuscumque  contra  voluntatem  suam  positus, 
impannellatus  sive  retornatus,  fuerit,  seu  ad  aliqua  Officia  sive 
onera  supradicta,  vel  aliquod  aliud  Officiu"1  extra  Villam 
libertatem  et  precinctus  predict08  eligatur,  ipseque  coram  lustici- 
ariis  nostris  seu  aliis  Commissionariis  aut  Officiariis  nostris 
Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  coram  quibus  huinsmodi 
Assisfte  Iuratae  Inquisic'ones  Attinctas  seu  Recognic'ones  summ- 
overi  vel  returnari  contigerit  venire  seu  comparere,  et  in  eisdem 
Assisis,  luratis,  Inquisicionibus,  Attinctas  seu  Recognic'onibus 
iurari  seu  triari,  aut  Officia  seu  onera  predict"  facere,  recipere 
aut  occupare  recusaverit,  ipse  tamen  sic  recusans  Contemptnm, 
Amerciamentun',  penam,  Forisfacturam,  seu  deperditum  aliquod 
Actionibus  illis  seu  eorum  aliqua  erga  nos,  Heredes  vel  Suc- 
cessores  nostros,  non  incurrat  quovismodo,  sed  inde  tarn  coram 
nobis,  et  Successoribus  nostris  et  quibuscunque  lustitiar118  nostris 
Herednm  vel  Successorum  nostrorum,  q"am  coram  Thesaurar10 
et  Baronibus  nostris  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  de 
Scaccario  et  in  quocunque  alio  loco  de  Recordo,  et  aliis  Commis- 
sionar118  et  Officiariis  nostris,  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum 
per  toturn  Regnu"1  nostrum  Angliae  quietus  sit  imperpetuu"1 
et  exoneratus.  Et  ulterius  volum"8,  Ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis, 
Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  concedim"8  et  confirmamus 
prefat18  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  de  Southami'ton 
predict"6  et  Successor11™8  suis  q""d  sint  quieti  de  Theoloneo,  et 
passagio,  et  Pontagio,  tarn  in  Terris  quam  in  aquis  tarn  in  feriis 
quam  in  Mercatis  ;  Et  prohibem118  ne  quis  eos  super  hoc  disturbet 
aut  iniuriam  vel  molestiam  aut  gravamen  faciat,  sub  p°ena 
indignationis  nostrae  regal18,  ac  pericul1  incumbentls  in  ea  parte 
congrui ;  Concessimus  etiam,  ac  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  Villae  de  Southampton  et  Successoribus  suis,  pro 
nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  concedim118  et  con- 
firmam118  per  presentes,  Q"°d  nullus  eorum  implaoitetur  coram 
nobis  vel  aliquibus  Iustitiarlis  seu  Ministris  nostris  Heredum  vel 
Successorum  nostrorum  extra  Burgum  predict11111  de  Terris  vel 
Tenement13  quae  sunt  in  eodem  Burgo  seu  de  Transgression16118, 
aut  aliis  quibuscunque  in  Burgo  predict0  aut  libertatibus  eiusdem 
factis ;  Et  qnod  non  ponantur  cum  hominibus  forinsecis,  nee 
forinseci  cum  ipsis  Burgensibus  in  Assis18,  Jurat'8  vel  Inquisi- 
tor^™ aliquibus  quae  racione  Terrarnm  vel  Tenementorum  in 
eodem  Burgo  vel  libertatlbu8  eiusdem  existentlum,  aut  Trans- 
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returned  in  any  such  assizes,  juries,  inquisitions,  attaints  or  other 
recognizances  whatsoever,  without  the  said  town,  liberties  and 
precincts,  or  shall  be  chosen  to  any  office  or  burden  aforesaid, 
or  any  other  office,  without  the  town,  liberties  and  precincts 
aforesaid,  and  he  shall  have  refused  to  come  or  appear  before 
our  justices  or  other  the  commissioners  or  officers  of  us,  our  heirs 
or  successors,  before  whom  at  such  assizes,  juries,  inquisitions, 
attaints  or  recognizances  he  shall  happen  to  be  summoned  or 
returned,  and  in  the  same  assizes,  juries,  inquisitions,  attaints 
or  recognizances  he  shall  have  refused  to  be  sworn  or  tried,  or 
to  do,  receive  or  occupy  the  offices  or  burdens  aforesaid,  never- 
theless he  so  refusing  shall  in  nowise  incur  contempt,  amercia- 
ment,  pain,  forfeiture  or  any  loss  in  the  same  actions,  or  either 
of  them,  towards  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  but  thereof,  as  well 
before  us  and  our  successors,  and  the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  as  before  the  treasurer  and  barons  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  of  our  exchequer,  and  in  any  other  place 
of  record,  and  other  the  commissioners  and  officers  of  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors,  throughout  our  whole  kingdom  of  England, 
be  for  ever  freed  and  discharged.  And  further,  we  will,  and  by 
these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  and 
confirm  unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said 
town  of  Southampton,  and  their  successors,  that  they  be  free  of 
toll,  and  passage  and  pontage,  as  well  in  lands  as  in  water,  as 
well  in  fairs  as  in  markets ;  and  we  prohibit  that  any  one 
disturb  them  thereupon,  or  do  them  injury,  molestation  or 
grievance,  under  pain  of  our  royal  displeasure,  and  the  great 
peril  incumbent  in  that  behalf.  We  have  also  granted,  and  to 
the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  their  successors,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do 
grant  and  confirm,  by  these  presents,  that  none  of  them  shall  be 
impleaded  before  us,  or  any  of  the  justices  or  ministers  of  us, 
our  heirs  or  successors,  without  the  borough  aforesaid,  of  any 
lands  and  tenements  which  are  in  the  same  borough,  or  of 
trespasses  or  any  other  things  whatsoever  in  the  aforesaid 
borough  or  liberties  of  the  same  to  be  done ;  and  that  they  be 
not  put  with  foreign  men  or  foreign  man  with  the  same  bur- 
gesses, on  the  taking  of  any  assizes,  juries  or  inquisitions  what- 
soever, which  by  reason  of  lands  or  tenements  being  in  the  same 
borough  or  the  liberties  of  the  same,  or  trespasses,  contracts  or 
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Officium  illud  pertinentia  unqnam  pre  antea  fecisset,  exercuisset 
et  executus  fuisset  quoquo  modo.  Et  qlu'd  prefaf  Maior,  Vice- 
comes,  Ballivi,  Burgenses,  Inhabitantes  et  Residentes,  et  Suc- 
cessores  sui,  seu  eorum  aliquis  ad  admittendum  seu  obediendnm 
aliquibus  precept13  sive  Mandatis  Admiralli  Angliae,  aut  alicuin9 
locumtenentis  vel  Deputati  sui  minime  tenerentur  seu  teneretur, 
sed  inde  essent  quieti  et  exonerati  imperpetuu111 ;  Ita  qnod  nullus 
Admirallus  Angliae,  nee  eius  Deputat118,  nee  aliquis  alius  nee 
aliqui  alii  eius  nomine  ingrederetur  seu  ingrederentur  Villam, 
Suburbia  et  precinct118  eiusdem  in  presentia  aut  absentia  eiusdem 
nuper  Regis,  Heredum  vel  Successorum  suornm,  neque  per 
Terram  neque  per  aquam,  ad  aliquam  Sessionem  seu  Inquisi- 
c'onem,  seu  aliqua  placita  ibldem  faciend8,  seu  tenenda  nee  ad 
aliqua  alia  Officium  suum  concernentia  iblllem  facienda  exercend8 
sive  exequenda,  de  vel  pro  quacunque  re,  causa  vel  materia 
ubicunque  sive  per  Terram  sive  per  Aquam  emergente,  Prout  per 
easdem  lltteras  Patentes  inter  alia  plenius  liquet  et  apparet. 
Sciatis  modo  qnod  nos  volentes  quod  Villa  predict8  et  Portus 
eiusdem,  et  omnia  Creca,  littora  et  loca  maritima  ad  eadem 
pertinentitt,  ac  Navigatio  et  Commerciiiu'  in  eodem  continue 
preserventur  et  manutene!1ntur,  Ac  volentes  quod  plena  et  celeris 
lustitia  tam  inter  Mercator68  qnam  alios,  in  omnibus  rebus  et 
materiis  qu"e  ad  cognic'onem  Admirallitatis  pertinent  in  dicta 
Villa  nostra  continue  fiat  et  exerceatur,  De  gracia  nostra  speciali 
ac  ex  certa  Sciencia  et  mero  motu  nostris  dedimn9,  concessim118, 
et  confirmavimns,  ac  per  Presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus,  et 
Successoribus  nostris,  darn"8,  concedimus  et  confirmam118  prefat'8 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  de  Southampton  et  Suc- 
cessor11"18 suis  imperpetuu111,  Quod  Maior,  Recordator  et  quatuor 
Aldermannorum  dictae  Villae  qui  nunc  sunt,  vel  qui  imposterum 
pro  tempore  fuerint,  aut  aliqui  tres  vel  plures  eorundem  pro 
tempore  existentes  (quorum  Maiorcm  vel  Recordator6'"  dictae  Villae 
pro  tempore  existentcm  unu1"  esse  volumus)  convocat0  sibi  pro 
eorum  meliori  informac'one,  cum  opus  fuerit,  uno  aliquo  in  iure 
Civili  perit0,  possint  ad  eorum  libitum  tenere  Curlam  Admirall- 
itat19,  de  omnibus  placitis  et  queril18  personallbus  quae  ad  Admir- 
allitatem  pertinen1,  quoties  opus  fuerit  in  Guilhalda  eiusdem 
Villae,  vel  alibi  infra  precinct™  dlctae  Villae,  Port118  et  libertat18 
eiusdem,  et  in  eadem  Curia  iudicialiter  sedeant  et  procedant 
et  potestat61"  et  authoritatem  in  eadem  habeant  et  exerceant  ad 
audiendnm,  terminand"1"  et  exequend""1  omnes  et  singulas 
Acc'ones,  Debit8,  Contract118,  Convenciones,  et  aliRa  res  et  iniur1*9 
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executed  his  office,  and  all  and  singular  the  things  belonging 
to  the  same  office  in  any  manner  howsoever,  and  that  the  said 
mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  inhabitants  and  residents,  and 
their  successors,  or  either  of  them,  should  not  be  compelled  by 
any  means  to  admit  or  obey  any  precepts  or  commands  of  the 
admiral  of  England,  or  of  any  his  lieutenant  or  deputy,  but 
should  therefore  be  freed  and  discharged  for  ever ;  so  that  no 
admiral  of  England  or  his  deputy,  nor  any  other  or  others  in 
his  name,  should  enter  the  town,  suburbs  and  precincts  of  the 
same,  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  same  late  king,  his  heirs 
or  successors,  neither  by  land  nor  by  water,  to  make  or  hold  any 
session  or  inquisition,  or  any  pleas  there,  neither  to  do,  exercise 
nor  execute  there  any  other  things  concerning  his  office,  of  or  for 
any  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever,  wheresoever,  either  by 
land  or  by  water,  arising,  as  by  the  same  letters  patent,  amongst 
other  things,  is  more  fully  manifest  and  appears.  Now  know 
ye  that  we,  willing  that  the  said  town  aforesaid  and  the  port 
of  the  same,  and  all  the  creeks,  shores  and  maritime  places  to 
the  same  belonging,  and  the  navigation  and  commerce  be  con- 
tinually in  the  same  preserved  and  maintained,  and  willing  that 
full  and  speedy  justice,  as  well  between  merchants  as  others, 
in  all  things  and  matters  which  belong  to  the  cognizance  of  the 
admiralty  in  our  said  town,  be  continually  done  and  exercised, 
of  our  special  grace,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere 
motion,  have  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give,  grant  and 
confirm  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said 
town  of  Southampton,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  that  the 
mayor,  recorder  and  four  aldermen  of  the  said  town,  who  now 
are  or  hereafter,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  for  the  time  being  (of  whom  we  will  that  the 
mayor  or  recorder  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
be  one),  calling  to  themselves,  for  their  better  information, 
when  it  shall  be  necessary,  one  other  person  skilled  in  the  civil 
law,  may,  at  their  pleasure,  hold  a  court  of  admiralty,  of  all 
pleas  and  personal  plaints  which  to  the  admiralty  belong,  as 
often  as  there  shall  be  need,  in  the  Guildhall  of  the  same  town 
or  elsewhere  within  the  precincts  of  the  said  town,  the  ports 
and  liberties  of  the  same,  and  in  the  same  court  may  judicially 
sit  and  proceed,  and  may  have  and  exercise  power  and  authority 
in  the  same,  to  hear,  determine  and  execute  all  and  singular 
actions,  debts,  contracts,  covenants  and  other  things,  and 
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personal69  inter  aliquos  Subditos  nostros,  Heredum  vel  Suc- 
cessorum  nostrorum,  vel  inter  alios  quoscunque  sive  Indigenas 
sive  Alienigenas,  ortas  sive  oriundas,  motas  vel  movendas ;  si  partes 
sint  invent"6  vel  bona,  Navigia,  res,  vel  Mercimonia  seu  infra 
dictam  Villam,  Portum  limit68  et  precinctns  eorundem  inveniantur, 
capiantur  vel  attachiantur,  et  quae  ad  Offic1"1"  Admirallitatis 
pertinent  seu  pertinere  poterint  et  debent ;  Et  q110d  eadem  placita 
sive  Querelas  ad  iudicium  possint  deducere  et  execuc'onem  inde 
facere  et  determinare  valeant,  in  tarn  amplis,  et  consimillbus 
modo  et  forma  prout  magnus  noster  Admirallus  Angliae,  aut 
eius  locum-tenens,  vel  ludex  supremae  Curlae  Admirallitat18 
nostrae  Angliae  tenet  et  tenere  consuevit  in  suprema  Curia  nostra 
Admirallitat18,  quoad  cognic'onem,  Triac'onem,  et  prosecuc'onem, 
et  determinac'onem  eorundem  placitorum  et  querellarum  per- 
sonal111111, sive  eorum  alicui"8,  Et  per  tot  et  tales  Process118,  Iudicia, 
et  Execucion68  et  alia  inde  fiend",  qualla  in  dicta  Curia  nostra 
Admirallitat18  usitantur  et  approbantur  ;  Et  q"°d  diet1  Maior, 
Recordator,  et  quatuor  Alderman111,  vel  aliqui  tres  vel  plures 
eorum  pro  tempore  existentes  (quorum  Maiorem  vel  Recordator6"1 
semper  unum  esse  volum118)  possint  noini"are,  constituere,  et 
deputare  omnes  Officiarios,  Registrar108,  Notar108,  Attornat08, 
Scribas,  Procuratores,  Marescall08,  Servien168,  et  alios  Ministr08 
quoscunque  necessarlos  et  idon608,  ad  prosequendum,  exequend""', 
et  determinandum  omnes  et  omuimodos  huiuslllodi  acc'c^es,  placita, 
querel'18,  Process"8,  Act118,  Sectas,  querimonias,  Iudicia,  Sentenclas, 
Execudon68,  et  alias  res  quascunque  quae  in  dicta  Curla  infra 
Villam  fieri  necessar1"  fuerint  in  et  circa  execuc]onem  pre- 
missarum  ;  Ita  tamen  qllod  aliqua  pars  per  aliquod  Ordinatum, 
Iudiclum  sive  sentenclani  gravata  et  in  dicta  Curia  Admirallitat18 
infra  dicta  Villa  Southampton  reddit"1",  possit  appellare  pro 
remedio  suo  ad  supremam  nostram  Curiaui  Admirallitat1",  coram 
magno  Admirallo,  sive  eius  locum-tenent6,  vel  Iudice  Supremae 
Curlae  nostrae  Admirallitat18  Heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum 
tenendam  ;  Et  ita  qnod  bene  liceat  et  licebit  magno  Admirallo 
Angliae,  sive  eius  locum-tenen11  et  aliis  Officiar118  et  Ministr'8 
supremae  Curiae  Admirallitat18  nostrae,  Heredllm  et  Successor"111 
nostrorum  pro  tempore  existentibus  ad  omnia  tempora  intrare, 
facere,  et  exercere,  infra  Villam  predictam  et  limit68  et  precinctus 
eiusdem,  ac  Port11"1  et  Membra  eiusdem,  totum  et  quicquid  ad 
OfHciam  Admirallitat13  vel  allum  Servitium  nostrum,  Heredum  vel 
Successorum  nostrorum  fieri  fuerit  conveniens  et  necessarlum ; 
jut.-,,  patentibus  permentionatis,  aut  aliquibus  alifs  littcris 
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personal  injuries  between  any  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors or  between  any  others  whomsoever,  either  denizens  or 
aliens,  arising  or  to  arise,  moving  or  to  be  moved,  if  the  parties 
be  found,  or  their  goods,  ships,  things  or  merchandises  within 
the  said  town,  port,  limits  or  precincts  of  the  same  be  found, 
taken  or  attached,  and  which  to  the  office  of  admiralty  belong, 
or  may  and  ought  to  belong,  and  that  the  same  pleas  and 
plaints  they  may  bring  to  judgment,  and  may  be  able  to  make 
and  determine  execution  thereof,  in  as  ample  and  similar 
manner  and  form  as  our  high  admiral  of  England  or  his  deputy, 
or  judge  of  our  supreme  court  of  admiralty  of  England,  doth 
hold,  or  hath  been  accustomed  to  hold,  in  our  supreme  court 
of  admiralty,  as  the  cognizance,  trial,  prosecution  and  deter- 
mination of  the  same  pleas  and  personal  plaints  or  either  of 
them,  and  by  so  many  and  such  processes,  judgments,  execu- 
tions, and  other  things  thereof  to  be  done,  as  in  our  said  court 
of  admiralty  are  used  and  approved ;  and  the  said  mayor  and 
recorder,  and  four  aldermen,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  for 
the  time  being  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  or  recorder 
shall  be  one),  may  nominate,  constitute  and  depute  all  officers, 
registerers,  notaries,  attornies,  scribes,  procurators,  marshals, 
Serjeants,  and  other  necessary  and  fit  ministers  whomsoever,  to 
prosecute,  execute  and  determine  all  and  all  manner  of  such 
actions,  pleas,  plaints,  processes,  quarrels,  acts,  suits,  judgments, 
sentences,  executions  and  other  things  whatsoever,  which  in  the 
said  court,  within  the  said  town,  shall  be  necessary  to  be  done 
in  and  about  the  execution  of  the  premisses  ;  nevertheless,  so 
that  any  party  aggrieved  by  any  order,  sentence  or  judgment, 
within  the  said  court  of  admiralty  rendered,  may  appeal  for 
his  remedy  unto  our  supreme  court  of  admiralty,  to  be  holden 
before  our  high  admiral  or  his  deputy,  or  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  admiralty  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors ;  and  so  that 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  our  high  admiral  of  England  or 
his  deputy,  or  other  officers  and  ministers  of  the  supreme  court 
of  admiralty  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  for  the  time  being, 
at  all  times  to  enter,  do  and  exercise,  within  the  said  town, 
and  the  limits  and  precincts  of  the  same,  and  the  port  and 
members  of  the  same,  all  and  whatsoever  to  the  said  office  of 
admiralty,  or  other  the  service  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors, 
shall  be  convenient  or  necessary  to  be  done  ;  the  said  letters 
patent  or  any  other  letters  patent  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs 
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Patentibns  eisdem  Maiorf,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  Predecessoribns 
suis  ante-hac  concessls  aut  aliqua  in  eisdem  content"  in  aliqu0 
non  obstante. 

WhatMer-  j?^  insuper  de  ampliori  gracia  nostra  speciali  ac  pro  nobis, 
Buy  or  Sell  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis,  et 
ianntheT°odwn.  Burgensibus  Villae  de  Southampton  predict110  et  Successoribus  suis 
concedimns  et  confirmamns  per  presentes,  q"°d  nullus  Mercator  a 
libertate  dictae  Villae  Southampton  extraneus  aliquas  Merchandisas 
infra  dictam  Villam  Southam"ton  aut  libertateni  eiusdem  Villae 
Cuiqnam  Mercatori  extraneo  vendat,  nee  talis  Mercator  extraneus 
aliquas  Merchandisas  ab  aliquo  extraneo  Mercatore  infra 
eandem  Villam  Southampton  aut  libertateni  eiusdem  emat,  sub 
p°ena  forisfacturae  eorundem  Merchandisarum  sic  venditarum 
vel  emptarum,  ad  opus  et  proficnnm  eorundem  Maioris,  Balliv- 
orum,  et  Burgensiu1"  et  Successorum  suorum,  per  eosdem 
Maiorem,  Ballivos,  et  Burgenses  et  Successores  suos  levandas 
imperpcta"m,  et  non  ad  usum  nostrum,  Heredum  vel  Successorum 
nostrorum  aut  alterius  cuiuscunque. 

The  Offices  Ac  ulterius  volumus  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et 
and  Weigher  Successoribus  nostris  concedimus  et  confirmam"5  prefatis  Maiori, 
to  be  exer-  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict30  et  Successoribus  suis 
Mayor,  etc.  Officium  Gaugeatorum  omnium  et  singulorum  Vinorum,  Ole- 
orum,  Halicium  et  aliarum  Merchandisarum  et  vas°rum 
gaugeabilium  et  gaugeandorum  infra  eandem  Villam  ;  Necnon 
Officium  Ponderationis  ad  Stateram  sive  Ballanciam  nostram, 
Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  infra  Villam  predictam 
omnium  et  singularum  Merchandisarum  ponderabil'nm  ac  ib'dem 
ponderandarnm,  unacum  omnibus  proficuis,  coulmoditatibus  et 
advantagiis  eisdem  Officiis  ac  eorum  alteri  spectantibus  vel 
pertinentlbn9,  in  tarn  amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  aliquis 
Gaugeator1  vel  Ponderator  ibldem  rac'one  eorundem  Officiorum 
aut  eorum  alterius  antehac  habuit  vel  de  lure  habere  debet, 
absque  Comp^o  seu  aliqua  alia  re  nobis,  Heredibus  vel  Suc- 
cessoribus nostris  pro  iisdem  Officiis  et  proficnis  eorundem  aut 
eorum  alterntro  reddend0,  solvend0,  vel  faciend0,  Habendum, 
Tenend"'11,  et  exercend11"1  eadem  Officia  Gaugeatoris  et  Ponder- 
ator18 predict0"1"1  et  eorum  alter1"*  per  eosdem  Maiorem,  Ballivos, 
Burgenses,  et  Successores  suos,  vel  per  eorum  Deputat11"1  vel 
Deputat05  sufficientes  in  ea  parte  de  tempore  in  tempus  legltime 
constitut08  vel  constituend0"  imperpetuu™. 

i  The  Ganger  (Lat.,  gaugeator  ;  Fr.,  gauchir,  i.e.,  in  gyrum  torquere)  signified  an  officer  appointed 
to  examine  all  tuns,  pipes,  etc.,  of  wine,  oil,  honey,  and  to  mark  them  with  a  circle  (hence  the  name) 
before  they  are  sold  in  any  place. 
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and  burgesses  or  their  predecessors,  heretofore  granted,  or  any 
thing  therein  contained  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

And  furthermore,  of  our  more  ample  special  grace,  and  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  grant  and  confirm  to  the 
same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  their  successors,  by  these  presents,  that  no  mer- 
chant, foreign  from  the  liberties  of  the  said  town  of  South- 
ampton, shall  sell  any  merchandises  within  the  said  town  of 
Southampton  or  liberties  of  the  same  town,  to  any  foreign 
merchant,  nor  shall  such  foreign  merchant  buy  any  merchan- 
dises from  any  foreign  merchant  within  the  same  town  or 
liberties  of  the  same,  under  the  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same 
merchandises,  so  sold  or  bought,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  by  the 
same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  to  be 
levied  for  ever,  and  not  to  the  use  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors 
or  any  other  whomsoever. 

And  further  we  will,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  grant  and  confirm  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  the  office 
of  gauger  of  all  and  singular  wines,  oils,  herrings  and  other 
merchandises,  and  vessels  gaugeable  or  to  be  gauged,  within 
the  said  town,  and  also  the  office  of  weigher  at  the  scale  or 
balance  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  within  the  said  town,  of 
all  and  singular  the  merchandises  weighable,  or  there  to  be 
weighed,  together  with  all  profits,  commodities  and  advantages 
to  the  same  offices  or  either  of  them  belonging  or  appertaining, 
in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as  any  gauger  or  weigher  there, 
by  reason  of  the  same  offices  or  either  of  them,  hath  heretofore 
had  or  of  right  ought  to  have,  without  account  or  any  other 
thing  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  for  the  same  offices  and 
profits  of  the  same,  or  either  of  them,  to  be  rendered,  paid  or 
done,  to  have,  hold  and  exercise  the  same  offices  of  gauger  and 
weigher  aforesaid,  and  either  of  them,  by  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  or  by  their  sufficient 
deputy  and  deputies  in  that  behalf  from  time  to  time  lawfully 
appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  ever. 
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Burgesses 
to  be  free 
of  Prisage. 


The  Common 
Council. 


Et  ulterius  de  ampliori  gracia  nostra  special!,  ac  ex  certa 
sciencia  et  mero  motu  nostris,  dedimus  Concessimns  et  confirm- 
avimus,  Ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris,  damns,  concedim"3  et  confirmamns  prefatis  Maiori, 
Ballivis1  et  Burgensibus  et  Successoribus  suis  Inhabitantlbns  et 
Residentlbus  infra  Villam  predictam  et  libertatein  eiusdem  ac 
omnibus  aliis  liberis  Burgensibus  qui  imposterum  Inhabitantes 
et  Residentes  fuerint  infra  villam  predict3"1  et  libertatem  eiusdem 
pro  tempore  existentlbns,  Qnod  ipsi  durante  tempore  inhabitanciae 
Commorantiae  et  Residenciae  eorum  ibldem,  plene  et  libere 
acquietat1  et  exonorat1  sint  et  erunt  erga  nos,  Heredes  et  Suc- 
cessores  nostros  imperpetuu™  de  Prisagio  et  reddic'on6,  et 
solucjone  prisagii2  vinorum  suorum,  tam  infra  Portum  Villae 
Southampton  quam  in  omnibus  aliis  Portubus,  Crecis,  et  locis 
quibuscunque  infra  Regnum  Angliae  in  huiniimofli  ac  in  tam 
amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 
vel  Predecessores  sui  per  quendam  Actum  Parliament1  Domini 
Henrici  Octavi  nuper  Regis  Angliae  Anno  Regni  sui  vicesimo 
tertio  tent11111  factum,  acquietat1  exonerat1  sint,  vel  fuernut,  eisdem 
Maior6,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predktae  pro  tempore 
existentibus,  pro  eorum  Vinis  predictis  solventibus  omnia  alia 
Custum0,  Subsid1'1  et  debita,  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris  proinde  solubil"1,  et  debenda,  necnon  omnia  alia  Solu- 
tion" et  Onera,  nobis,  Heredibus  vel  Successoribus  nostris 
virtute  Actlls  Parliament1  predict1  debita  sive  solvend". 

Cumque  eciam  predict"  Villa  nostra  de  Southampton  super  litus 
Maris  scituatur,  ratione  cuius  nonnulla  Custagia,  expensa  et 
onera  circa  sustenta^onem  et  defensionem  Muni  men  tormn  et 
propugnaculorum  Villae  predict86  pertinentia  et  spectantia  per 
Inhabitantes  eiusdem  Villae  annuatim  expenduntur,  et  appli- 
cantur,  Cuius  quidem  Villae  salutem  et  protecc'onem  magnopere 
estimamns,  Nos,  ideo,  pro  eo  qnod  fideles  Subditi  nostri  Villae 
Southampton  predict"6  per  munificenciam  nostram  regiam  futuris 
temporibus  magis  prospere  sustineantur,  ad  humilem  Petic'onem 
Maioris,  Ballivorum,  et  Burgenciu"1  villae  predict"6  iam  existen- 
cium,  De  gracia  nostra  speciali  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero  motu 
nostris,  dedimus,  concessimns,  et  confirmavimDS,  Ac  per  presentes 
pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris,  damus,  concedim11" 
et  confirmamus  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae 

1  Written  here  "  Ballivivis." 

2  Prisage  of  wines  is  the  duty  on  wines  payable  at  certain  ports,  except  London,  Southampton,  etc. 
The  king  claimed  out  of  every  vessel  containing  20  tuns  or  more,  two  tuns  of  wine,  the  one  before,  the 
other  behind  the  mast,  at  big  price,  20,'-  per  tun.    It  was  later  called  butlerage. 
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And  further,  of  our  more  ample  special  grace,  and  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given,  granted  and  con- 
firmed, and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
do  give,  grant  and  confirm  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses, and  their  successors,  inhabitants  and  residents  within 
the  town  aforesaid  and  liberties  of  the  same,  and  all  other  the 
free  burgesses  which  hereafter  shall  be  inhabitants  and  residents 
within  the  said  town  and  liberties  thereof,  for  the  time  being, 
that  during  the  time  they  shall  be  inhabitants,  dwellers  and 
residents  thereof,  they  be  and  shall  be  there  freely  and  fully 
acquitted  and  discharged  towards  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
for  ever  of  prisage,  and  rendering  and  paying  prisage  of  their 
wines,  as  well  within  the  port  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton 
as  in  all  other  ports,  creeks  and  places  whatsoever  within  our 
kingdom  of  England,  in  such  and  in  as  ample  manner  and 
form  as  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  or  their  prede- 
cessors, by  an  act  made  in  the  parliament  of  the  Lord  Henry 
the  Eighth,  late  King  of  England,  held  in  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  reign,  are  or  were  freed  or  discharged  to  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being, 
for  their  wines  aforesaid,  paying  all  other  customs,  subsidies 
and  duties  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  same,  payable 
and  due,  and  also  all  other  payments  and  charges  to  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  parliament  due  or 
payable. 

And  whereas  also  our  said  town  of  Southampton  is  situate 
upon  the  shore  of  the  sea,  by  reason  whereof  some  costs, 
expenses  and  charges  about  the  support  and  defence  of  the 
fortifications  and  garrisons  to  the  town  aforesaid  belonging 
and  appertaining,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  town  yearly 
are  expended  and  applied,  the  safety  and  protection  of  which 
same  town  we  do  very  much  esteem,  we  therefore,  for  that 
our  faithful  subjects  of  our  said  town  of  Southampton,  by  our 
royal  munificence,  at  all  future  times  may  more  prosperously 
be  sustained,  at  the  humble  petition  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  said  town  now  being,  of  our  special  grace, 
and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have  given, 
granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  to  the  said  mayor, 
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predict86  et  Successoribus  suis,  Quod  Maior  Recordator  Alder- 
manni  Ballivi  et  vicecomes  villae  predict"6  iam  existentes,  et  qui 
pro  tempore  fuerint,  et  omnes  alii  qui  antehac  fuerunt  Maior, 
Aldermanni  Vicecomites  seu  Ballivi  Vill"e  predict36  dehinc 
imperpetuu1"  sint,  et  vocati  fuerint  Coulmune  Conciliu™  VilPe 
predict1'6  ;  Et  q110d  de  tempore  in  tempus  Aldermanni,  Record- 
ator, Ballivi  et  Vicecomes  Villae  predict116  pro  tempore  existentes 
erunt  auxiliantes  et  assistentes  Maiori  Villae  predictac  pro  tempore 
existen"  in  omnibus  causis  materiis,  et  rebus  eandem  Villam 
tangentibus  et  concernentibus ;  et  quod  iidem  Maior,  Recordator, 
Aldermanni,  Ballivi  et  Vicecomes  pro  tempore  existen168,  qui 
modo  sunt,  ac  pro  tempore  fuerint,  omnesque  alii  qui  Maior, 
Aldermanni,  Ballivi  et  Vicecomes  Villlle  predict"6  fuerit  vel 
fuerint,  tarn  durante  tempore  quo  Maior,  Aldermanni,  Ballivi  et 
Vicecomes  respective  erint,  quam  post  terminac'on6"1  et  fmem 
huiusmodi  suorum  respective  Officiorum,  aut  maior  pars  eorum 
(quorum  Maiorem  pro  tempore  existentei"  unu"'  esse  volum115) 
habeant  et  habebunt  plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem  faciend1, 
constituend1,  ordinand1,  et  stabiliend1  de  tempore  in  tempus 
tal69  leges,  Statuta  et  Ordinaciones  quascunque,  qu"e  eis  s6clll'dum 
sanas  eorum  discrec'ones  salubria,  honesta,  et  necessaria  vide- 
buntur  pro  bona  gubernac'one  et  regimine  Burgensiu"1,  Opificiu1", 
et  Inhabitanciu"1  Villue  predict116  pro  tempore  existentium,  et  pro 
declarac'one  quibus  ordine  et  modo  Maior,  Ballivi,  Burgenses, 
Opifices  Inhabitantes  et  Residentes  Villae  predict116  in  Officiis, 
Misteriis,  et  Negociis  suis  infra  Villam  et  limit68  eiusdem  sese 
habeant,  gerent,  et  usi  fuerint,  et  aliter  pro  maiore  bono  et 
publico  beneficio  et  regimine  eiusdem  Burgi,  et  victualac'on6 
eiusdem,  Ac-eciam  pro  meliori  preserva^one,  gubernac'on6, 
disposic'one,  locac'one,  et  Dimissione  Terrarum,  Tenementorum, 
Possessionu111,  Revencionu1"  et  Hereditament01'11"1  eorundem 
Maioris,  Ballivorum,  et  Burgensiu"1  et  Successorum  suorum, 
antehac  datoruin,  concessormn,  assignat01'"111,  et  confirmatorum,  aut 
ex-nunc  dandornm,  concedend01'11111,  vel  assignand01"11"',  et  omniu"' 
aliarnm  rerum,  et  causarum  quarumcunque  Villam  predict111"  aut 
statum  ius  et  interesse  eiusdem  aliquo  modo  tangentlum  sive 
concernentltlm  ;  quodque  idem  colnmune  Conciliu"1  eiusdem  Villae 
pro  tempore  existen8,  aut  maior  pars  eorum  (de  qua  Maiorem 
pro  tempore  existent6ui  unu1"  esse  volumus)  tales  leges,  Statuta  et 
Ordinaclon6S,  necnon  racionabiles  p°enas,  penaltates,  et  puni- 
c'ones,  per  finem,  Amerciament"1"  vel  alio  modo  legali  super  et 
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bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  that 
the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  bailiffs  and  sheriff  of  the  said 
town  now  being,  or  who  for  the  time  shall  be,  and  all  others 
who  heretofore  were  mayor,  aldermen,  sheriff  or  bailiffs  of  the 
said  town,  henceforth  for  ever,  be  and  shall  be  called  The 
Common  Council  of  the  said  town  ;  and  that  from  time  to 
time  the  aldermen,  recorder,  bailiffs  and  sheriff  of  the  said  town, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  be  aiding  and  assisting  the  mayor  of 
the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  in  all  causes,  matters 
and  things  touching  and  concerning  the  same  town  ;  and  that 
the  said  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  bailiffs  arid  sheriff  for  the 
time  being,  and  who  for  the  time  shall  be,  and  all  others  who 
are  or  shall  be  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bailiffs  and  sheriff  of  the 
said  town,  as  well  during  the  time  when  they  shall  respectively 
be  mayor,  aldermen,  bailiffs  or  sheriff,  as  after  the  termination 
and  ending  of  such  their  respective  offices  or  the  major  part  of 
them  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  for  the  time  being  be 
one)  may  and  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make, 
constitute,  ordain  and  establish,  from  time  to  time,  such  laws, 
statutes  and  ordinances  whatsoever  as  to  them,  according  to 
their  sound  discretions,  shall  seem  to  be  wholesome,  honest  and 
necessary  for  the  good  rule  and  government  of  the  burgesses, 
tradesmen  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time 
being ;  and  for  declaring  in  what  order  and  manner  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  tradesmen,  inhabitants  and  residents  of 
the  said  town,  and  in  their  offices,  mysteries  and  businesses, 
within  the  said  town  and  liberties  of  the  same,  may  bear,  use 
and  employ  themselves,  and  otherwise  for  the  better  good  and 
public  benefit  and  government  of  the  same  borough,  and  the 
provision  of  the  same,  and  also  for  the  better  preservation, 
ordering,  disposing,  leasing  and  demising  of  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, possessions,  revenue  and  hereditaments  of  the  same 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  heretofore 
given,  granted,  assigned  and  confirmed,  or  from  henceforth  to 
be  given,  granted  or  assigned,  and  of  all  other  things  and  causes 
whatsoever,  touching  or  concerning  the  said  town,  or  the  estate, 
right  and  interest  of  the  same  in  anywise  howsoever ;  and  that 
the  same  common  council  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  of 
the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  be  one),  may  and  shall  be 
able  to  make,  ordain,  constitute,  establish,  assess  and  impose 
such  laws,  statutes  and  ordinances,  and  also  reasonable  penalties, 
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versus  Delinquent63  contra  tales  leges,  Statut8,  et  Ordinaclones, 
aut  eorum  alicuias,  facere,  ordinare,  constituere,  stabilire,  assidere, 
et  imponere  valeant  et  possint,  prout  communi  Concilio  Villae 
predict86,  vel  tali  maiori  parti  eiusdem  ut  prefertur  pro  tempore 
existen11  racionabil6  videbitur ;  Quodque  Maior,  Ballivi,  et 
Burgens68  Villae  predict36  et  eorum  Successores  huinsmodi  fines 
et  Amerciament8  levare  habere,  et  percipere  valeant  et  possint 
ad  eorum  usum,  absque  impedimento  nostr0,  Heredum  vel  Suc- 
cessorum  nostrorum,  aut  aliquo  Computo  proinde  reddend0  nobis, 
Heredibus  vel  Successoribus  nostris ;  quae-quidem  omnia  et 
singula  leges  Statuta  et  Ordinaciones  predict3  sic  fienda  observari 
volumlls,  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris  observari  precipimns,  sub  p°enis  in  eisdem  content'8  vel 
continendis.  Ita  tamen  quod  predictae  leges,  Statut8,  Ordinac'ones, 
Fines  et  Amerciament8  ne  sint  repugnantia  aut  contraria  legibus, 
Statutis,  Consuetudinlbus  aut  lurisdicdon^"8  huius  Regni  nostri 
Angliae. 

Court  of  Ac  insuper  de  speciali   gracia,  certa  sciencia  et   mero   motu 

nostris,  dedim113  et  concessim118,  Ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis, 
Heredibus,  et  Successoribus  nostris  dam"8  et  concedim118  prefatis 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict86  et  Successoribus 
suis,  Quod  Maior,  Recordator,  Aldermanni,  Ballivi,  et  Vicecomes 
Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes,  aut  maior  pars  eorumdem 
(quorum  Maior6"1,  Recordatorem,  vel  senior61"  Aldermann™  unum 
esse  volumus)  habeant  et  perpetuis  futuris  temporibus  duratur8"1 
habebunt  infra  Villam  predict81"  et  libertatem  et  precinct118  eiusdem 
plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem  habendi  et  tenendi  coram  ipsis 
aut  eorum  maiore  parte  (quorum  Maiorem,  Recordator6"1  vel 
Aldermannum  senior61"  unu"1  esse  volum118)  in  loco  aliquo  con- 
venien11  infra  Villam  predictam  et  precinct"8  eiusdem  appunctuat0 
vel  appunctuand0,  unam  Curiam  aut  Conciliu1"  pro  gubernatione 
Orphanorum  omnium  et  singul°rum  Burgensiu™  et  Commorantium 
infra  Villam  de  Southampton  predict8"1  et  libertat61"  et  precinct09 
eiusdem,  non  tenenciu"1  de  nobis,  Heredibus  vel  Successoribus 
nostris  in  Capite,  nee  per  Servitiu"1  Militare,  qui  per  aliquod 
Script"1"  legitime  factum,  vel  per  eorum  Testament""1  et  ultimam 
voluntat61"  in  Scriptis  aut  aliter,  Infantes  suos,  filios  vel  filias  in 
Tutelam  vel  Custodiam  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiu"1  Villae 
predict810,  et  Successorum  suorum  pro  tempore  existentinm  commit- 
tent,  aut  aliter  ad  Curam  et  providam  circumspecc'onem  Curiae 
aut  Concilii  predict1  seipsos  committent,  et  per  Parentes  suos  ad 
Tutelam  sive  Custodiam  alicui1"  alhls  personae  vel  aliquarum 
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pains  and  punishments,  by  fine,  amerciament  and  other  lawful 
means,  upon  and  against  all  delinquents  against  such  laws, 
statutes  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  as  to  the  same  common 
council  of  the  said  town,  or  such  major  part  of  the  same  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  shall  seem  reasonable ;  and  that 
the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their 
successors,  may  and  shall  be  able  to  levy,  have  and  receive  such 
fines  and  amerciaments  to  their  use,  without  the  hindrance  of 
us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  account  thereof  to  be  rendered 
to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  ;  and  all  and  singular  which  taws, 
statutes  and  ordinances  aforesaid  so  to  be  made,  we  will,  and 
by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  command  to 
be  observed,  under  the  penalty  in  the  same  contained  or  to  be 
contained  ;  yet  so,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  laws,  statutes  and 
ordinances,  fines  and  amerciaments  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary 
to  the  laws,  statutes,  customs  or  jurisdictions  of  this  our  kingdom 
of  England. 

And  moreover,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give  and  grant  to  the  said 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, that  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  bailiffs  and  sheriff 
of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
(of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  or  the  senior  alder- 
man be  one),  may  have,  and  at  all  times  hereafter  for  ever  shall 
have,  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same, 
full  power  and  authority  to  have  and  hold  before  them,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor,  recorder 
or  senior  alderman  be  one),  in  any  place  convenient  within 
the  said  town  and  precincts  of  the  same,  appointed  or  to  be 
appointed,  one  court  or  council  for  the  government  of  orphans 
of  all  and  singular  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  within  the 
said  town  of  Southampton,  and  the  liberties,  limits  and  precincts 
of  the  same,  not  holding  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  in  chief, 
nor  by  knight's  service,  who  by  any  writing  lawfully  made,  or 
by  their  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  or  otherwise,  shall 
commit  their  infants,  sons  or  daughters  unto  the  protection  or 
custody  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town, 
and  their  successors,  for  the  time  being,  or  shall  otherwise 
commit  themselves  to  the  care  and  provident  circumspection 
of  the  court  or  council  aforesaid,  and  not  being  committed  by 
their  parents  to  the  protection  or  custody  of  any  other  person 
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aliarum  personarum  non  existentes  commissos ;  Quaequidem  Curla 
et  Concilium  dehinc  erit  et  vocabitur,  The  Court  of  Orphans  in 
the  Towne1  of  Southampton,  et  quoties  opus  fuerit  tenebitur, 
ad  appunctuac'onem  Maioris,  Recordatoris,  et  Aldermannorum 
Villile  predict116  pro  tempore  existentmni  aut  maioris  partis 
eorundem  (quorum  Maiorem  pro  tempore  existentem  unum  esse 
volumus) ;  Quae  diet"  Curia  aut  Conciliu"1  plenam  habebit 
potestat6"1  et  authoritatem  de  tempore  in  tempus  ordinandi, 
disponendi  et  conservand1  Corpora,  Bona,  Catalla,  lura,  Credit" 
et  pecunias  taluim  Orphanorum,  et  quicquid  erit  necessarlnm  pro 
et  concerned  eadem  faciend"111,  in  talibus  modo  et  forma  prout 
Maior  et  Aldermanni  Civitatis  nostr"e  London11  per  antiquam 
Consuetudinem  illius  Civitatis  aut  aliter  usi  fuerunt  eadem 
ordinare  et  disponere,  et  pro  vel  concernens  eadem  facere  ; 
Proviso  semper  quod  Maior  et  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  eiusdem 
predict"6  pro  tempore  existentes,  et  Successores  sui,  dabunt  et 
allocabunt  in  educac'onem  et  increment"™  statlls  et  facultatis 
huin9inodi  Orphanorum  secundum  ratam  quinque  librarum  per 
centum  ad  minus,  pro  uno  Anno  integro,  et  sic  seclludum  ratam 
eandem,  tarn  diu  eadem  bona  et  Catalla  in  manibus,  vel 
disposic'on6,  predict01"""1  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiu111  villae 
predictae  remanebunt ;  et  q"°d  predict1  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 
Villae  predict"6,  et  Successores  sui  de  tempore  in  tempus 
responsabiles  et  onerat1  fuerint  eisdem  Orphanis,  Executoribus, 
vel  Administratoribus  suis,  pro  omnibus  denariorum  summis, 
Bonis  et  Catallis  in  manus  vel  disposic'on61"  eorum  devenientlb"3, 
cuicunque  person!ie,  aut  quibuscunque  personis  eadem  vel  aliqua 
inde  pars  vel  parcell"  commissa  vel  disposit11  fuerit,  et  de  profic"18 
et  increment1"  eorundem  seculld"m  ratnin  predict11'11  ad  minus ; 
Ouodque  predict1  Maior,  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  villae  predict"6  et 
eorum  Successores  de  tempore  in  tempus  bonam  et  sufficientem 
securitat™1  sub  communi  Sigillo  Villae  predict"6,  aut  aliter,  dabunt, 
pro  secura  responsione  aut  soluc'one  omniu"1  taliu111  Bonorum  et 
pecuniarum  summarum  quae  per  eos  recepta  vel  disposit"  fuerint, 
et  Orphan!  predict1  Executores,  vel  Administrators  sui,  nee 
aliquis  eorum  in  huinsmodi  casu  compellentur  semet  ipsos  applicare2 
alicui  vel  aliquibus  al"s  personis  quibuscunque  qnam  solu'"modo 
Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Vill"e  predictac  pro  soluc'one, 
satisfacfone  et  vera  responsione  huinstno(1i  Bonorum  vel  Sum- 
marum Pecuni. 

1  This  court  was  modelled  on  that  of  London,  where  the  Corporation  were  empowered  to  assess 
the  inhabitants  at  £2,000,  and  n\so  to  levy  a  duty  of  4/-  per  tun  on  wines  and  coal.  Every  apprentice 
was  to  puy  2/6  when  be  was  bound  and  5,'-  when  admitted  as  a  freeman,  towards  the  same  fund, 
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or  persons ;  and  which  court  or  council  henceforth  shall  be  and 
be  called  the  Court  of  Orphans  of  the  Town  of  Southampton, 
and  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary  shall  be  held  at  the 
appointment  of  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  said 
town,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom 
we  will  that  the  mayor,  for  the  time  being,  be  one)  ;  which  said 
court  or  council  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  from  time 
to  time,  to  ordain,  dispose  of,  and  preserve  the  bodies,  goods, 
chattels,  rights,  credits  and  monies  of  such  orphans,  and  whatso- 
ever shall  be  necessary  to  be  done  for  or  concerning  the  same, 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  our 
city  of  London,  by  the  ancient  customs  of  the  same  city,  or 
otherwise,  have  been  used  to  ordain  and  dispose  the  same,  and 
to  do  for  or  concerning  the  same ;  provided  always  that  the 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  same  town,  for  the  time 
being,  and  their  successors  shall  give  and  allow  in  the  education 
and  increase  of  the  estate  and  faculty  of  such  orphans,  according 
to  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  hundred  pounds  at  the  least,  for 
the  whole  year,  and  so  according  to  the  same  rate  as  long  as 
the  same  goods  and  chattels  shall  remain  in  the  hands  or  dis- 
posal of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  ; 
and  that  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town, 
and  their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  responsible  and 
charged  to  the  same  orphans,  their  executors  or  administrators, 
for  all  sums  of  money,  goods  and  chattels  coming  to  their  hands 
or  disposal,  for  the  person  or  persons  whomsoever  in  whose 
hands  the  same,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  shall  be  committed 
or  disposed,  and  of  the  profits  and  increase  of  the  same,  accord- 
ing to  the  said  rate  at  the  least ;  and  that  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors, 
shall  give,  from  time  to  time,  good  and  sufficient  security,  under 
the  common  seal  of  the  said  town  or  otherwise,  for  the  sure 
answering  or  paying  of  all  such  sums  of  money  and  goods  which 
by  them  were  received  or  disposed  of,  so  that  the  said  orphans, 
their  executors  or  administrators,  or  either  of  them,  in  such  case 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  apply  themselves  to  any  other  person 
or  persons  whomsoever,  but  only  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  town,  for  the  payment,  satisfaction  and  true 
answering  of  all  such  goods  and  sums  of  money. 

2  The  original  has  "  applicand." 
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Town  Clerk 
and  Clerk  of 
the  Peace. 


Sergeants 
and  other 
Inferior 
Officers. 


Et  insuper  volum™  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  concedimns  dictls  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  Villae  predictae  et  Successoribus  suis,  quod  ipsi  et 
successores  sui  imperpetuu111  habeant  et  habebunt  infra  Villam 
predict801  unum  idoneum  et  discretum  virum  per  Maiorem, 
Recordatorem,  Aldermann05,  et  Conimune  Conciliu1"  Villae  pre- 
dictae,  aut  maiorem  partem  eorundem  (quorum  Maiorem  et 
Recordatorem  Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes  duos  esse 
volumns)  eligend"1"  et  nominandum,  qui  erit  et  appellabitur 
communis  Clericus1  villae  predict86,  ad  omnia  facienda  infra  villam 
predictam  libertatem  et  precinctus  eiusdem  quae  ad  aliquem 
communem  clericum  in  aliquo  Burgo  aut  Villa  incorporat"  infra 
hoc  Regnu™  nostrum  Angliae  virtute  officii  sui  exequi  valeat 
aut  debeat ;  et  clericus  pacis  nostrae,  Heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum,  et  Session68  pacis  et  Goalae  deliberac'on18  pro  et  infra 
Villam  predict3"1,  libertat6"1  et  precinct118  eiusdem  de  tempore  in 
tempus  tenendas  et  omnia  quae  ad  Officium  alicuius  Clerici  pacis 
pertinent  faciend8  facere  et  exequi,  necnon  requirere,  accipere, 
et  guadere  omnia  feod"  et  proficua  quae  aliquis  communis  Clericus 
et  Clericus  pacis  infra  Villam  predictaui  antehac  licite  recepit  et 
gavisus  fuit  possit  et  valeat. 

Ace°iam  qnod  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  predict1  et  Successores 
sui  de  tempore  in  tempus  habeant  et  habebunt  infra  Villa111 
predictaui  quatuor  Servientes  ad  Clavas2,  et  omnes  alios 
necessaries  et  idoneos  Officiar'08  et  Ministros  inferiores,  per 
Maiorem,  Recordator6"1,  Aldermann08,  Ballivos,  et  Commune 
Conciliu"1,  predict0"1,  aut  maiorem  partem  eorundem  (quorum 
Maiorem  Villae  predict06  pro  tempore  existentem  semper  unum  esse 
volumus)  eligend"s  et  nominand08,  ad  omnia  faciend8  et  exe- 
quenda  infra  Villam  predict™  et  libertatem  et  precinctu8  eiusdem, 
prout  huiusmodi  Officiarii  et  Ministri  inferiores  in  aliquibus 
Villis  aliis  incorporatis  infra  hoc  Regnuni  nostrum  Angliae, 
virtute  separalinm  Officiorum  suorum  legltime  facere  et  exequi 
debent  aut  possint ;  Et  qaod  quilibet  Coulmunis  Clericus  et  Clericus 
pacis,  Servien8  ad  Clavas,  ac  alii  inferiores  Officiarii  Villae 
predict"0  respective  in  officla  sua  continuabunt  quamdiu  se  bene 
gesserint  in  eisdem,  et  eadem  exequi  possint. 


i  The  Common  or  Town  Clerk  ti  here  mentioned  for  the  first  time.  In  1570  there  is  mention  of  a 
clerk  of  the  records  (Speed),  which  would  seem  to  point  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the  recorder's  clerk. 

In  1315  William  Fowell  received  a  bushel  of  wheat  from  God's  House  for  professional  assistance 
(Ood's  Houte  Computust. 

From  the  Stewards'  Books  and  Journals  we  learn  that  in  1457  his  salary  was  £6  per  annum  In 
1615  Edward  Phillater,  town  clerk,  was  granted  monopoly  of  oyster  beds  In  the  haven,  on  condition 
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And  moreover,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  grant  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  that  they  and  their  suc- 
cessors hereafter,  for  ever,  shall  and  may  have,  within  the  said 
town,  one  fit  and  discreet  man,  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen 
and  common  council  of  the  said  town,  or  the  major  part  of  them 
(of  whom  we  will  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  said  town,  for 
the  time  being,  shall  be  two),  to  be  chosen  and  nominated,  who 
shall  be  and  shall  be  called  the  Common  Clerk  of  the  said 
Town,  to  do  all  things  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and 
precincts  thereof,  which  to  any  common  clerk,  in  any  borough 
or  town  incorporate  within  this  our  realm  of  England,  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  may  or  ought  to  be  executed  ;  and  to  be  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  clerk  of  the 
sessions  of  the  peace  and  gaol  delivery,  for  and  within  the  said 
town,  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same,  from  time  to  time,  to 
be  holden,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  things  to  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  belonging,  to  be  done,  and  also  that  they  may 
and  shall  be  able  to  require,  receive  and  enjoy  all  the  fees  and 
profits  which  any  common  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  peace  within 
the  said  town  heretofore  lawfully  received  and  enjoyed. 

And  also  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  aforesaid,  and 
their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  may  and  shall  have,  within 
the  said  town,  four  sergeants  at  mace,  and  all  necessary  and  fit 
officers  and  inferior  ministers,  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen, 
bailiffs  and  common  council,  or  the  major  part  of  them  (of 
whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time 
being,  be  always  one),  to  be  chosen  and  nominated,  to  do  and 
execute  all  things  within  the  said  town,  liberties  and  precincts 
thereof,  as  the  officers  and  inferior  ministers  in  any  other  towns 
corporate  within  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  by  virtue  of  their 
several  offices,  may  or  ought  lawfully  to  do  and  execute  ;  and 
that  every  common  clerk  arid  clerk  of  the  peace,  and  sergeant 
at  mace,  and  other  inferior  officers  of  the  said  town,  shall 
respectively  continue  in  their  offices,  and  may  execute  the  same, 
so  long  as  they  shall  well  demean  themselves  therein. 


that  lie  served  the  town  with  good  oysters  at  twopence  the  hundred,  and  brought  500  oysters  to  the 
mayor's  annual  fish  dinuer.  In  1639  Mr.  Plttla  was  chosen  on  condition  that  he  paid  £40  a,  year  to  the 
town.  In  1648  Richard  Stanley  claimed  £5  as  expenses  of  his  appointment,  but  it  wag  refused  as  his 
salary  of  £5  per  annum  was  to  cover  all  expenses. 

2  V.  Introduction,  Vol.  I,  p.  xxili. 
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They  may 
be  removed 
for  reason- 
able cause. 


Their  Oath. 


Mayor,  etc., 
refusing 
his  Office,  to 
be  fined. 


Et  qnod  bene  liceat  et  licebit  eisdem  Maiori,  Recordator1, 
Aldermann18,  Ballivis,  et  Communi  Consilio,  et  maiori  parte 
eorundem  (quorum  Maiorem  et  Recordator61"  Villae  predict06  pro 
tempore  existentes  duos  esse  volumns)  tarn  predict""1  Co^munem 
Clericum  et  Clericnm  pacis  quam  huin!:modi  Servientes  ad  Clavas  et 
allos  inferior65  Officiar10s  et  Ministros  Villae  predict86  pro  tempore 
existentps  pro  malo  gestu  aut  aliqua  alia  causa  rationabili  ab 
Officiis  vel  Minister13  suis  dislocare  et  amovere,  aliosque  in 
eorum  locis  sive  Officiis  locare  et  appunctuare. 

Qui-quidem  Communis  Clericus  et  Clericus  pacis  et  Servientes 
ad  Clavas  et  alii  Officiarii  seu  Ministri  inferiores  VilPe  predict"6 
sic  ut  prefertur  nominand1  et  eligend1  priusquam  ad  eorundem 
Officiorum  execu^onem  admittantur,  aut  eorum  aliquis  admitt- 
atur  sacrament8  sua  respective  super  Sacrosanct'11"  Dei  Evangelinm 
coram  Maiore  Villae  predict86  pro  tempore  existente  prestabunt, 
et  quilibet  eorum  prestabit  ad  eorum  Officia  seu  Ministeria 
respective  bene  et  fideliter  exequend0.  Cui  quidem  Maiori  pro 
tempore  existen11  huiusulodi  Sacrament11"1  dandi  et  administrandi 
plenam  potestatem  et  authoritat6"1  pro  nobis  heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  dam'18  et  concedimus  per  presentes  absque 
aliquo  alio  Warranto  de  nobis  Heredibus  aut  Successoribus 
nostris  in  ea  parte  procurand0  sive  obtinend0. 

Et  insuper  volum"8  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  concedim"8  et  confirmam"s  prefatls  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict86  et  Successoribus  suis, 
QT10d  si  aliquis  qui  imposterum  sec""dnm  antiquas  Consuetudin68 
Villae  predict86,  vel  potestat6"1  per  hanc  Cartam  nostram  con- 
cess"111,  nominabitur  sive  eligetur  in  Offic1"111  sive  loc"m  Maioris, 
Aldermann1,  Ballivorum,  Vicecomit18,  Camerarii,1  Coronator18, 
Constabular1'  aut  alicui118  alins  Officiariorum  seu  ministronim  Villae 
predict86  aut  Comitatus  eiusdem  Villae  aut  eorum  alicui118  (Officiis 
Recordatoris  et  communis  Clerici  Villae  predict86  exceptis)  Et 
huiusmofli  nominac'onis  et  elecc'onis  notitiam  habens  recusabit 
aut  denegabit  acceptare  et  super  se  suscipere  Execuc'onem  Officii 
ad  quod  sic  elect"*  et  nominal118  fuerit  Q"°d  tune  et  toties  bene 
liceat  et  licebit  eisdem  Maiori,  Recordatori,  Aldermann18,  et 
Communi  Concilio  Villae  predict86,  aut  maiori  parti  eorundem 
(quorum  Maior6"1  et  Recordator6111  predict86  Villae  pro  tempore 
existentes  duos  esse  volum*18)  in  huillsmocli  recusantes  et  denegantes 
Fines  vel  Amerciament8  moderat8  imponere  et  assidere,  prout 
eisdem  Maiori,  Recordatori,  Aldermannis,  et  con'muni  Consilio, 
aut  maiori  parti  eorundem  pro  tempore  existentinm  rationabil6 

1  The  chamberlain  is  not  mentioned  either  bj-  Speed  or  by  Davies.    The  chamberlain  of  Chester 
received  the  rents  and  revenues  of  that  city.    The  chamberlain  of  London,  In  addition,  had  authority 
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And  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  bailiffs  and  common  council,  and 
the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  and 
recorder  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  be  two),  to  dis- 
place and  amove  as  well  the  said  common  clerk  and  clerk  of 
the  peace  as  such  sergeants  at  mace  and  other  inferior  officers 
and  ministers  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  for  ill- 
behaviour  or  any  other  reasonable  cause,  from  their  offices  or 
ministries,  and  to  place  and  appoint  others  in  their  places  or 
offices. 

And  which  common  clerk  of  the  peace  and  sergeants  at  mace, 
and  other  officers  or  inferior  ministers  of  the  said  town,  so,  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  nominated  and  chosen,  before  they  or  either  of 
them  shall  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of  their  offices,  shall 
take,  and  every  of  them  shall  respectively  take,  their  oaths  upon 
the  Holy  Gospels  of  God,  before  the  mayor  of  the  said  town, 
for  the  time  being,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  their  offices 
and  ministries  respectively,  and  to  which  mayor,  for  the  time 
being,  we  do  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority  to  give  and  administer 
such  oath,  without  any  other  warrant  from  us,  our  heirs  or 
successors  in  that  behalf  to  be  procured  or  obtained. 

And  furthermore,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  that 
if  anyone  who  shall  hereafter,  according  to  the  ancient  customs 
of  the  said  town,  or  the  power  by  this  our  charter  granted,  be 
nominated  or  chosen  to  the  office  or  place  of  mayor,  alderman, 
sheriff,  bailiff,  chamberlain,  coroner,  constable,  or  any  other 
officer  or  minister  of  the  said  town,  or  of  the  town  and  county 
of  the  same  town,  or  any  of  them  (the  offices  of  recorder  and 
common  clerk  of  the  town  aforesaid  being  excepted),  and  having 
notice  of  such  nomination  and  election,  shall  refuse  or  deny  to 
receive  and  take  upon  himself  the  execution  of  the  office  to 
which  he  shall  have  been  so  chosen  and  nominated,  that  then 
and  so  often  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  same  mayor, 
recorder,  aldermen  and  common  council  of  the  said  town,  or  the 
major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  and 
recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  be  two), 
upon  such  refusal  or  denial  to  impose  and  assess  moderate  fines 
and  amerciaments,  as  to  the  said  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and 
common  council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  time  being, 

in  determining  the  rights  of  freemen,  apprentices  and  orphans.    The  duties  of  his  office  are  now  carried 
out  by  the  borough  treasurer,  who  was  first  appointed  in  1835. 
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fore  videbitur;  ac  in  defectu  solucW8  huiusniodi  Fininm  vel 
Amerciamentorum  eadem  ad  usum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Bur- 
gensiu1"  Villae  predict116  et  Successorum  suorum  debito  et  legali 
modo  levare  et  recuperare  valeant  et  possint,  absque  aliquo 
Computo  seu  aliquo  alio  proinde  nobis,  Heredibus  vel  Success- 
oribus  nostris  reddend0  vel  faciend0. 

Assessments  Ac  insuper  volumns  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et 
and  upon  '  Successoribus  nostris  concedimus  et  connrmamns  predict1  Maiori, 
whom.  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict*6  et  successoribus  suis, 
Quod  Maior,  Recordator,  et  Aldermanni,  et  alii  de  Communi 
Concilio  Villae  predict86  pro  tempore  existentcs,  aut  maior  pars 
eorundem  (quorum  Maiorem  predict*16  Villae  pro  tempore  existentem 
unu'"  esse  volumlls)  habeant  et  habebunt  plenam  potestat6'11  et 
authoritat6'11  de  tempore  in  tempus  quoties  eis  idoneum  et 
necessarium  visum  fuerit  tarn  inhabitantes,  residentes,  et 
commorantes  infra  eandem  Villam,  libertat6"1  et  precinct"9 
eiusdem,  quam  alias  personas  quascunque  habentes,  occupantes, 
aut  possidentes  aliquai"  Dom11111,  Messuagmm,  Terram  vel  Tene- 
ment11"1 infra  Villam  predictam,  aut  libertat6"  vel  precinct11* 
eiusdem  taxare  et  assidere  in  aliquibus  rationabilibus  denariorum 
Summis  per  eos  solvendls  pro  et  versus  onera,  Custagia,  et 
expensas  necessar1",  concernentia,  aut  aliquo  modo  tangentia  diet81" 
Villam,  libertat0  aut  precinct""  eiusdem,  aut  pro  aliqua  alia  re 
vel  materia  aliqualiter  eadem  tangentc  aut  concernente ;  Et 
hui  smol'i  denarion""  summas  sicut  prefertur  de  tempore  in  tempus 
taxatas  et  assessat88,  taxandas  et  assidend11*,  recuperare  et  levare 
de  quibuscunque  Inhabitantlbus,  Residentibus  et  Occupatorib"s 
earundem  Messuag1orum,  Domorum,  Terrarum  vel  Tenementorum 
infra  Villam  predict'""  et  libertat611'  et  precinct11"  eiusdem,  ad  usum 
eorundem  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiu"1  Villae  predict86  et 
successorum  suorum,  per  districc'onem  Bonorurn  et  Catallorum, 
aut  per  aliquem  aliu"1  legalem  modum  ;  Et  hae  presentes  lltterae 
Patentes,  aut  irrotulament"'"  earundem  erunt  de  tempore  in 
tempus  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict86,  et 
Successoribus  suis  sumciens  Warrant"1"  et  exoneratio  in  hac  parte. 
No  Stranger  Ac  ulterius  volum"8  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et 
Stall  at  Fair  Successoribus  nostris  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
or  Market.  Villae  predict86  et  Successoribus  suis  concedim""  et  connrmam"" 
Quod  nullus  forinsecus,  sive  a  libertat''  VilT'e  predict116  extraneus 
deinceps  faciet,  eriget,  utetur  sive  occupabit  aliqu'"1  Sedil6, 
Stall8'11  aut  Station6"  infra  Villam  predict""1,  temper6  alicuins 
Nundinanim  ibidpm  tenend86  sine  solucion6  rationabilis 
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shall  seem  to  be  reasonable  :  and  in  default  of  payment  of  such 
fines  or  amerciaments  they  shall  and  may  be  able,  in  a  due  and 
lawful  manner,  to  levy  and  recover  the  same,  to  the  use  of  the 
same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  and 
their  successors,  without  account  or  any  other  thing  to  be 
rendered  or  done  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  for  the  same. 

And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors, 
that  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  others  of  the  common 
council  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part 
of  them  (of  whom  we  will  the  said  mayor  of  the  aforesaid  town, 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  one),  may  and  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  to  them  it  shall 
seem  fitting  and  necessary,  to  tax  and  assess  as  well  the  inhabit- 
ants, residents  or  dwellers  within  the  same  town,  liberties  and 
precincts  thereof,  as  other  persons  whomsoever  having,  occupy- 
ing or  possessing  any  house,  messuage,  lands  or  tenements  within 
the  town  aforesaid,  or  the  liberties  or  precincts  of  the  same,  in 
any  reasonable  sums  of  money,  by  them  to  be  paid,  for  and 
towards  the  charges,  costs  and  necessary  expenses  concerning 
or  in  anywise  touching  the  same  town,  or  the  liberties  or  pre- 
cincts of  the  same,  or  for  any  other  thing  or  matter  in  anywise 
howsoever  touching  or  concerning  the  same ;  and  such  sums  of 
money  so  as  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time,  taxed  and  assessed, 
and  to  be  taxed  and  assessed,  to  recover  and  levy  of  any  of  the 
inhabitants,  residents  or  occupiers  whomsoever  of  the  same 
messuages,  houses,  lands  or  tenements  within  the  said  town,  and 
the  liberties  and  the  precincts  of  the  same,  to  the  use  of  the 
same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their 
successors,  by  distress  of  goods  and  chattels,  or  by  any  other 
lawful  means ;  and  these  our  letters  patent  or  the  enrolment 
of  the  same  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors, 
a  sufficient  warrant  and  discharge  in  this  behalf. 

And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  do  grant  and  confirm  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  that 
no  foreigner  or  stranger  from  the  liberty  of  the  said  town  shall 
hereafter  make,  erect,  use  or  occupy  any  seat,  stall  or  station 
within  the  said  town,  during  the  time  of  any  fair  or  market 
there  to  be  held,  without  the  payment  of  reasonable  piccage 
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PiccagH  et  Stallag"  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  pro 
tempore  existentlbns,  Quodque  nullus  huills'odi  Forinsecus  sen 
Extraneus  faciet,  eriget,  utetur  sive  occupabit  aliquod  Sedil6, 
Stallani,  seu  Station61"  in  aliquo  Mercat0  infra  Villam  predict111" 
tenend0,  sine  licentia  Maioris  einsdem  VilPe  pro  tempore 
existentis  in  ea  parte  priiis  habit8  et  obtenta. 

Et  ulterius  volumus  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  concedim"8  et  confirmam"8  eisdem  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  predict116  et  Successoribus  suis,  Q"°d 
ipsi  et  Successores  sui  posthac  imperpetuu11'  habeant  et  habebunt 
infra  dictaiu  Villam  libertat61"  et  precinct11"  eiusdem  unam  aut 
plures  Prisonas  aut  Gaolas1,  ad  imprisonand"'"  et  salvo  cus- 
todiend11"1  omnes  et  singulas  personas  attachiat'18,  sive  attachi- 
andas,  pro  offens18  aut  aliis  rebus  quibuscunque  contra  leges  et 
Statuta  Regni  nostri  Angliae,  infra  Villam  predict1*"1  libertat61" 
et  precinct"8  eiusdem  perpetratis,  sive  co'"missis,  perpetrandis  sive 
co'"mittend18,  ibldem  remansuras  quousque  debito  et  legal1  modo 
abinde  deliberentur  ;  Quodque  Maior,  Recordator,  et  Conimune 
Concilia"1  Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentes,  aut  maior  pars 
eorum  (quorum  Maior6"1  vel  Recordator6"1  unu"1  esse  volum1") 
potestat6"1  habeant  de  tempore  in  tempus  eligend1,  constituend1 
et  locand1  unam  vel  plur68  idoneiim  personlli:l  in  Offic10  Custodls 
Gaolae  sive  Prisonae  predict116,  Habendum  et  exercend11"1  diet111" 
Offic11"11  Custodis  Gaolae  durante  bene-placito  prefatornni  Maioris  et 
Co™munis  Concilii  Villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentium  aut 
maior'8  part18  eorundem  ;  Quodque  Gustos  modo  Gaol!ie  predict30 
sit  et  erit  Gustos  Prison!le,  sive  Gaolae  per  presentes  concess116, 
ac  omn1111"  et  singulorum  Prisonar101'11'"  seu  personarum  quarum- 
cunque  ad  eandem  gaolam  de  tempore  in  tempus  commiss0"1"1 
vel  committendorum,  Habendum  et  exercend11"1  Officiu1"  predict""1 
durante  bene-placito  Maioris  et  co'"munis  Concilii  Villae  predict86 
pro  tempore  existenliul11,  aut  maioris  partis  eorundem  ;  Mandantes, 
et  pro  nobis  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  per  presentes 
nrmiter  iniungendo  precipientes  Custodi  Gaol86  et  Prison116 
predict'16  pro  tempore  existenu  Q"°d  omnes  et  singulos  Felones, 
Malefactor68,  Disturbatores  et  pacis  violator6"  et  alias  Delinquentes, 
et  alios  quoscunque  qui  pro  bono  gestu,  aut  suspicion6  Feloniae, 
aut  pro  aliquo  alio  crimine  sive  offens8  ad  Gaolam  vel  Prison""1 


i  The  present  police  station  is  on  the  site  of  the  old  prison  establishment  at  Bargate. 
There  was  a  second  prison  and  a  Bridewell  at  the  South  Castle,  but  tills  was  not  established 
until  1707. 
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and  stallage  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  for  the 
time  being,  and  that  no  such  foreigner  or  stranger  shall  make, 
erect,  use  or  occupy  any  seat,  stall  or  station  in  any  market 
to  be  holden  within  the  said  town,  without  the  license  of  the 
mayor  of  the  same  town,  for  the  time  being,  in  that  behalf  first 
had  and  obtained. 

And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors  do  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  that 
they  and  their  successors  hereafter,  for  ever,  may  and  shall  have 
within  the  said  town,  the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  one  or 
more  prisons  or  gaols  for  imprisoning  and  safely  keeping  all  and 
singular  persons  attached,  or  to  be  attached,  for  offences  or  other 
things  whatsoever,  against  the  laws  and  statutes  of  our  kingdom 
of  England,  within  the  said  town,  the  liberties  and  precincts  of 
the  same  perpetrated  or  committed,  and  to  be  perpetrated  and 
committed,  there  to  remain  until,  in  due  and  lawful  manner, 
they  shall  be  thence  delivered ;  and  that  the  mayor,  recorder 
and  common  council  of  the  said  town,  for  the  time  being,  or 
the  major  part  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  or 
recorder  be  one),  may  have  power,  from  time  to  time,  to  choose, 
constitute  and  place  one  fit  person  or  more  in  the  office  of 
keeper  of  the  gaol  or  prison  aforesaid,  to  have  and  exercise  the 
said  office  of  keeper  of  the  gaol  during  the  pleasure  of  the  said 
mayor  and  common  council  of  the  town  aforesaid,  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  major  part  of  them  ;  and  that  the  now  keeper  of 
the  said  gaol  be  and  shall  be  keeper  of  the  prison  and  gaol,  by 
these  presents  granted,  and  of  all  and  singular  the  prisoners 
whomsoever  to  the  same  gaol,  from  time  to  time,  committed 
or  to  be  committed  ;  to  have  and  to  exercise  the  said  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the 
said  town,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them ; 
charging,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
firmly  enjoining  and  commanding  the  keeper  of  the  said  gaol 
and  prison,  for  the  time  being,  that  he  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
receive,  take  and  safely  keep,  and  cause  to  be  kept  in  the  same 
gaol  or  prison,  all  and  singular  felons  and  malefactors,  disturbers 
and  violators  of  the  peace,  and  other  delinquents,  and  others 
whomsoever  who,  for  ill-behaviour  or  suspicion  of  felony,  or 

As  early  as  1469  we  read  of  the  vicar  of  St.  Michael's  residing  at  St.  Michael's  prison  :  "  Recey  vyd 
at  the  vycary  of  Seynt  Michell  for  rent  of  the  house  above  the  prison,  vis.  viijd." 
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predict'"1"1  Committentur  de  tempore  in  tempus  recipiet,  capiet,  et 
salvo  custodiet,  et  custodire  faciet  in  eadem  Gaola  aut  Prisona 
donee  Sec""d"m  leges  et  Statuta  Regni  nostri  Angliae  debito 
modo  deliberentur,  sub  p°ena  punic'onis  condignae  in  ipsum 
infligendae. 

Ac  ulterius  de  ampliori  gracia  nostra  speciali  certa  sciencia 
et  mero  motu  nostris  dedim"8,  concessim"8,  et  confirmavim"8  Ac 
per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris 
dam119,  concedim118,  et  confirmam'18  prefatis  Maiori  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  Villae  predictae  et  Successoribus  suis  Quod  iidem 
Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  et  Successores  sui  in  diem  lovis 
quallbet  Septimana  in  aliquo  loco  conveniente  infra  Villam  pre- 
dictnm  aut  libertat6'"  eiusdem,  per  Maiorem  et  Commune  Con- 
ciliu"1  Villae  predictae  aut  maiorem  partem  eorundem  pro  tempore 
existentlum  assignand0  et  appunctuand0,  dehinc  imposterum 
habeant,  teneant,  et  custodiant  ac  habere  tenere  et  custodire 
valeant  et  possint  unum  Mercat""1  pro  erupcion6  et  vendicion6 
Frument1,  et  Granorum  cuiuscunque  generis,  illuc  venientmm 
adduct01'"'",  seu  adducend01'""1 ;  Quodque  de  tempore  in  tempus 
bene  liceat  et  licebit  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et 
Successoribus  suis  per  seipsos  aut  Ministros  suos  infra  Villam 
predictnm  et  libertatem  eiusdem,  ad  scrutand""',  investigand""1,  et 
discooperienduul  quae  Frument'1  vel  Grana  cuiuscunque  generis 
infra  Villam  predict111"  et  libertatem  eiusdem  adduct"  et  reposita 
fuerint  cum  intencione  vendendi  infra  Villam  predictani,  Ead- 
emque  Frumenta  et  Grana  de  tempore  in  tempus  ad  et  in 
Mercatum  predict"'"  adduci,  importari  et  ad  vendicionem  exponi 
causare,  prout  secundum  leges  vel  statuta  huius  regni  nostri 
Angliae  alibi  in  huiusmodi  casu  fieri  potest. 

Quodque  p^fat1  Maior  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predict86  et 
Successores  sui  de  tempore  in  tempus  in  eodem  Mercato  habeant 
et  percipiant  et  habere  et  percipere  valeant  et  possint  huiusmodi 
rationabiP  Tolneta  et  proficna  de  omnibus  Frumentis  et  Granis 
ad  idem  Mercatum  venientibus,  adductis  vel  adducendis,  qualia 
in  aliis  Mercatis  infra  Comitatum  nostrum  Southampton  pro 
Tolnetls  taP1"  Frument0™1"  et  Granorum  capi  vel  solvi  solent. 
Ita  tamen  q"°d  predict"'11  Mercat"111  non  sit  ad  Dampnum  nostrum 
vel  preiudiciu'"  aliorum  Mercatorum  vicinorum. 

Volumus  eciam  Ac  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus 
nostris  concedim"8  et  declaram"8  per  presentes  Quod  in  eodem 
Mercato  quilibet  aut  aliquis  Subditorum  nostrorum,  Heredum  et 
Successorum  nostrorum,  vendat  et  vendic'oni  exponat  dehinc 
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for  any  other  crime  or  offence,  shall  be  committed  to  the 
said  gaol  or  prison  until,  according  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  our  kingdom  of  England,  in  due  manner  they  shall  be 
delivered,  under  pain  of  condign  punishment  upon  him  to  be 
inflicted. 

And  further,  of  our  more  ample  special  grace,  certain  know- 
ledge and  mere  motion,  we  have  given,  granted  and  confirmed, 
and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give, 
grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  that  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  upon  Thursday  in 
every  week,  in  any  convenient  place  within  the  said  town  or 
liberties  of  the  same,  by  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the 
aforesaid  town,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  time  being, 
to  be  assigned  and  appointed,  may,  from  henceforth  hereafter 
have,  hold  and  keep,  and  may  and  shall  be  able  to  have,  hold 
and  keep  one  market  for  the  buying  and  selling  of  corn  and 
grain,  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  thither  coming,  brought  or  to 
be  brought ;  and  that  from  time  to  time  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, by  themselves  or  their  ministers,  within  the  said  town 
and  liberties  of  the  same,  to  search,  investigate  and  discover 
what  corn  and  grain  of  any  kind  whatsoever  shall  have  been 
brought  and  stored  within  the  said  town  and  liberties  of  the 
same,  with  an  intent  to  be  sold  within  the  said  town,  and 
the  same  corn  and  grain  from  time  to  time  to  cause  to  be 
brought,  imported  and  exposed  to  sale  to  and  in  the  said  market, 
as  according  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  our  kingdom  of 
England  elsewhere  in  such  cases  may  be  done. 

And  that  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  same 
market  may  have  and  receive,  and  may  and  shall  be  able  to 
have  and  receive,  such  reasonable  tolls  and  profits  of  all  corn 
and  grain  coming,  brought  or  to  be  brought  to  the  same  market, 
as  in  other  markets  within  our  county  of  Southampton  are 
accustomed,  or  ought  to  be  taken  or  paid  for  the  tolls  of  such 
corn  and  grain,  so,  nevertheless,  that  the  said  market  be  not 
to  our  detriment,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  other  neighbouring 
markets. 

We  will  also,  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant 
and  ordain  by  these  presents,  that,  in  the  same  market,  every  or 
any  of  the  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  may  sell  and 
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imperpetuum  aliqua  Frumenta  et  Grana  cuiuscunque  generis, 
alicui  Subditorum  nostrorum,  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostro- 
rum  ad  eorum  libitum  et  Beneplacitum  ;  Quare  volumus  et  per 
presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  con- 
cedim"'  et  ordinamns,  Quod  predict1  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 
Villae  predict80  et  Successores  sui,  idem  Mercatum  in  diem  lovis 
qualibet  Septimana  dehinc  imperpetuu111  libere,  licite,  et  quiete 
habeant,  teneant  et  guadeant,  in  loco  aliquo  conveniente  infra 
Villam  de  Southampton  predict3111  aut  libertatem  eiusdem,  ac 
eadem  Tolneta  et  proncua  superius,  ut  prefertur,  mentionata 
capiant  et  percipiant,  ac  habere,  capere  et  percipere  valeant  et 
possint,  ad  usum  eorundem  Maioris,  Ballivorum,  et  Burgensiu111 
et  Successorum  suorum,  absque  Computo  seu  aliquo  alio  proinde 
nobis,  Heredibus  vel  Successoribus  nostris,  reddend0,  solvend0, 
vel  faciend0,  Ita  tamen  qnod  idem  Mercat""1  non  sit  ad  Dampnu"1 
nostrum,  vel  preiudicium  aliorum  vicinorum  Mercatorum  ;  Non 
obstante  qnod  breve  nostrum  de  quod  dampnu"1  ante  confeccionem 
harum  lit*erarum  Patenciu"1  nostrarum  non  emanavit,  nee  aliqua 
Inquisitio  in  ea  parte  habita  vel  capta  fuit. 

The  Mayor  Volumus  eciam  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Sue- 
able  to  bear  cessoribus  nostris  concedim"8  prefat15  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgen- 
Arms.  sibus  Villae  predictae  et  Successoribus  suis  imperpetuu'",  quod 

nullus  liber  homo  eiusdem  Vill!le  pro  tempore  existens,  qui 
officiu1"  Maioratus  Villae  predict516  antehac  exercuit,  exercet,  vel 
imposterum  exercebit,  arma  gerere  vel  ferre  in  propria  Persona 
sua,  in  aliquo  Armilustrio,  vel  aliquibus  Armilustriis  infra  vel 
concernenlibns  Villam  predictam  et  libertatel"  eiusdem  compella- 
bitur,  sed  abinde  dehinc  imperpetuum  acquietetur  et  exoneretur 
per  presentes  ;  Ita  tamen  qnod  unum  alium,  aut  plures  alios,  ad 
Arma  habiles,  apt08  et  idoneos  secundum  Facultatem  et  opul- 
enciam  eius  ad  talia  Arma  gerenda,  quoties  opus  fuerit  ad  eius 
Custagia  et  Onera  sua  propria  inveniat  aut  inveniri  faciat. 
Rivers  and  Et  ulterius,  ut  Inhabitantes  Villae  predict110,  libertatis  et  pre- 
courses  to  cinctunm  eiusdem  et  Comitat118  Villae  predict86  utentes  et 
be  cleansed.  exercentes  Naves,  Cimbas,  et  alia  Vasa,  et  existentcs  Piscatores, 
facilius,  securius,  et  citius  navigentur  et  transeant  cum  vasibus 
suis  cuiuscunque  generis,  volum"8  et  per  presentes  pro  nobis 
Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris,  quantum  in  nobis  est,  ad 
melioracionem  Rivorum  et  Fluviorum  navigabil11""  ad  Villam 
predict81"  conducentiul",  darn"3  et  concedim"3  licenciam  specialem, 
et  liberam  potestatcm  et  authoritat6"1  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Bur- 
gensibus  Villae  Southampton  predict86  et  Successoribus  suis,  qnod 
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expose  to  sell,  henceforth  for  ever,  any  corn  and  grain  of  what- 
soever kind,  to  any  of  the  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors, 
at  their  will  and  pleasure  ;  wherefore  we  will,  and  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  and  ordain 
that  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and 
their  successors,  may  freely,  lawfully  and  quietly  have,  hold 
and  enjoy  the  same  market  upon  Thursday  in  every  week  from 
henceforth,  for  ever,  in  any  convenient  place  within  the  said 
town  of  Southampton,  or  the  liberties  of  the  same,  and  may 
take  and  receive,  and  may  and  shall  be  able  to  have  and  receive 
the  same  tolls  and  profits  above  mentioned,  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  use  of  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their 
successors,  without  account  or  any  other  thing  thereof  to  be 
rendered,  paid  or  done  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors ;  neverthe- 
less, so  that  the  same  market  be  not  to  our  detriment,  or  to  the 
prejudice  of  other  neighbouring  markets ;  notwithstanding  that 
our  writ  of  ad  quod  damnum  hath  not  issued  before  the  making 
of  these  letters  patent,  nor  any  inquisition  hath  in  that  behalf 
been  had  or  taken. 

We  will  also,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, do  grant  unto  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of 
the  said  town,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  that  no  freeman 
of  the  same  town,  for  the  time  being,  who  hath  heretofore 
exercised,  doth  exercise,  or  hereafter  shall  exercise  the  office  of 
mayoralty  of  the  said  town,  shall  be  compelled  to  bear  or  carry 
arms  in  his  own  proper  person,  in  any  muster  or  musters  of 
arms,  within  or  concerning  the  said  town  and  liberties  of  the 
same,  but  therefrom,  henceforth  for  ever,  is  acquitted  and  dis- 
charged by  these  presents  ;  so,  nevertheless,  that  he  find  or  cause 
to  be  found,  at  his  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  according  to 
his  power  and  opulence,  one  other  or  others,  able,  fit  and  apt 
at  arms,  to  bear  such  arms  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary. 

And  further,  to  the  end  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town, 
the  liberties  and  precincts  thereof,  and  of  the  county  of  the  said 
town,  using  or  exercising  ships,  boats  or  other  vessels,  or  being 
fishers,  may  more  easily,  securely  and  speedily  navigate  and 
pass  with  their  vessels,  of  what  kind  soever,  we  will,  and  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  (as  much  as  in 
us  lieth),  for  the  bettering  of  the  rivers  and  navigable  streams 
leading  to  the  said  town,  do  give  and  grant  special  license, 
and  free  power  and  authority  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  town  of  Southampton,  and  their  successors, 
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Privileges, 
Jurisdic- 
tions, etc., 
confirmed. 


ipsi  et  Successores  sui  quandocunque  voluerint,  et  conveniens 
aut  necesse  fuerit,  ad  aliqua  idonea  et  convenentia  tempora, 
dehinc  imperpotu"m,  purgant  et  mundificant,  aut  purgari  et 
mundificari  causabunt  omnes  et  singul09  Rivos,  et  quarum  Cursus 
ad  Villam  predict111"  conducentos,  vel  infra  eandem  Villam  et 
libertat6111  eiusdem  existentc8,  ubi  Mare  Fluxum  et  Refluxum 
habet  seu  habuerit,  et  Arenas,  Fimum,  Solum,  et  alia  huiusmodi 
generis  eisdem  Rivis  et  aquae  cursibus  effodita,  extract'"1  et  eiecta, 
ad  usum  et  beneficiu™  eorundem  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Bur- 
gensium  Villae  predictae  et  Successorum  suorum,  de  tempore  in 
tempus  disponent  et  convertent,  et  disponere  et  convertere, 
valeant  et  possint,  absque  aliqua  molestation6  vel  Contradiccion6 
nostra,  Heredum  aut  Successorum  nostrorum,  Et  absque  com- 
pnto  seu  aliquo  alio  proinde  nobis,  Heredibus  vel  Successoribus 
nostris,  reddend0,  solvend0  vel  faciend0. 

Cumque  in  Curia  nostra  de  Scaccaris  quaedam  Billa  seu 
Informatis  in  Termino  Sancti  Trinitatis  Anno  Regni  nostri 
undecimo  exhibit'1  fuit  per  Attornat1""  nostrum  general601  contra 
Maiorem,  Ballivos  et  Burgenses  Villae  de  Southampton,  informans 
quod  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  Villae  de  Southampton  in  comitatu 
Villae  Southampton,  per  spatiu"1  unius  Anni  ad  tune  ultime  elaps1, 
et  amplius  absque  aliquo  Warranto  sive  Regale  concessione 
infra  Villam  de  Southampton  predict3"1,  libertat6111,  limit68,  et 
precinctus  eiusdem,  usi  fuerunt,  et  ad  tune  utebantur,  et  clam- 
abant  habere  et  uti  divers'19  libertat68,  privilegia  et  Franchesias,  in 
eadem  Informacione  specificatas,  absque  aliquo  Warranto  sive 
regali  Concessione,  Super  quo  per  eandem  Curiam  nostram 
concordatum  fuit  qu"d  prefatns  Maior,  Ballivi,  et  Burgenses  Villae 
Southampton  ad  respondend"111  venirent  in  eandem  Curiam  pre- 
dictae  in  praemissis  ;  Qui  postea  per  Martinum  Boothby,  Attorn- 
at"111 suu111  in  ea  parte,  ex  gratia  Curiae  Scaccarii  predict116 
specialiter  admissa,  comparuerunt,  et  petierunt  et  habuerllut 
seperal68  dies  eis  per  eandem  Curiam  datlls  ad  respondend11"1  in 
praemissis ;  Et  quia  tamen  nihil  dixerunt  in  Barram  sive 
Exclusion6"1  Informacionis  predict116,  predictus  Attornat118  noster 
generalis  pro  nobis  petiit  ludiciu1"  in  premissis  ;  super  quo  con- 
sideratum  fuit  per  eosdem  Barones  in  eadem  Curia,  q'10d  omnia 
et  Singula  libertat68,  Franchesiac,  et  Privilegia  in  Informacione 
predict3  specificata,  ab-inde  in  manus  nostras  caperentur,  et 
seisirentur,  et  in  manibus  nostris  remanerent  et  penitus  extinguer- 
entur  et  amoverentur ;  Quodque  p^fat1  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Bur- 
genses Villae  Southarapton  predict'"16,  distringerentur  ad  faciendnm 
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that  they,  and  their  successors,  whensoever  they  will,  and  when 
it  shall  and  may  be  convenient  and  necessary,  at  any  fit  and 
convenient  times,  from  henceforth  for  ever,  may  purge  and 
cleanse,  or  cause  to  be  purged  and  cleansed,  all  and  singular 
the  rivers  and  watercourses  leading  to  the  said  town,  or  being 
within  the  said  town  or  liberties  of  the  same,  where  the  sea 
doth  or  shall  flow  or  ebb,  and  the  sand,  ground,  soil  and  other 
things  of  such  kind  dug,  extracted  and  cast  out  from  the  same 
rivers  and  watercourses  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time,  may  dis- 
pose and  convert,  and  shall  and  may  be  able  to  dispose  and 
convert  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  without 
molestation  or  contradiction  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  and 
without  any  account  or  any  other  thing  thereof  to  be  rendered, 
paid  or  made  to  us,  our  heirs  or  successors. 

And  whereas,  in  our  court  of  exchequer,  a  certain  bill  or 
information  was,  in  Trinity  term,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  our 
reign,  exhibited  by  our  attorney  general  against  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  informing 
that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  by  the 
space  of  one  year  then  last  past  and  upwards,  and  without  any 
warrant  or  legal  grant,  within  the  town  of  Southampton  afore- 
said, and  the  limits,  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same,  had 
used,  and  then  did  use,  and  claimed  to  have  and  use,  divers 
liberties,  privileges  and  franchises,  in  the  same  information 
specified,  whereupon,  without  any  warrant  or  royal  grant,  it 
was  agreed  by  our  same  court  that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton  should  come 
into  the  same  court  to  answer  in  the  premisses  ;  who,  afterwards, 
by  Martin  Boothby,  their  attorney  in  that  behalf,  of  the  grace 
of  our  court  of  exchequer,  specially  admitted,  appeared  and 
petitioned,  and  had  several  days  given  unto  them,  by  the  same 
court,  to  answer  in  the  premisses,  and  because  they  said  nothing 
in  bar  or  exclusion  of  the  information  aforesaid,  our  aforesaid 
attorney  general  for  us,  prayed  judgment  in  the  premisses ; 
whereupon  it  was  considered  by  the  same  barons,  in  the  same 
court,  that  all  and  singular  the  liberties,  franchises,  and 
privileges  in  the  information  aforesaid  specified,  should  be  from 
thenceforth  taken  and  seized  into  our  hands,  and  in  our  hands 
should  remain,  and  should  be  entirely  extinguished  and  amoved  ; 
and  that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
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finem  cum  nobis  pro  usu  et  usurpac'on6  suis  super  nos  de 
libertatibus,  privilegiis  et  Franchesiis  predict1',  Prout  per  Record1"" 
eiusdem  Cur1"6  Sca'carii  inter  alia  plenlus  liquet  et  apparet. 
Sciatis  q""d  nos  de  gracia  nostra  speciali  et  ex  certa  scientia 
et  mero  motu  nostris  pardonavimu8,  remisim118  et  relaxavimns,  Ac 
per  presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris 
pardonamns  remittimns  et  relaxam118  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  Villae  de  Southampton  predict36,  et  successoribus  suis 
predict18,  Informa^on6111  sive  Billam  et  Iudicinm,  sic  ut  prefertur 
exhibit3,  prosecuta,  et  adiudicat"  sive  reddita,  Ac  omnia  et  singula 
Fines,  Forisfacturns,  Seizuras,  Execuc'ones,  et  penalitates,  habita, 
facta,  incursa,  aut  executa,  seu  imposterum  habenda,  fienda,  in- 
currenda,  seu  exequenda,  pro  vel  ratione  eorundem  Informacion13 
et  ludicii,  vel  alicuins  usus  vel  usurpacionls  tibertatnm,  privilegiornm 
et  Franchesiarnm  in  eadem  Informatione  specificat"r"m,  et  omnia 
Transgression0",  usurpac'on68,  Contempt"8,  et  Malegesta  eorundem 
Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiu"1,  et  Ministrorum  suorum  fact11, 
habit3  et  perpetrat8.  Volumus  insuper  ac  de  gracia  nostra 
speciali  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  eisdem 
Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predict86  et  Successoribus 
suis  concedimns  per  presentes  Quod  predict1  Maior,  Ballivi,  et 
Burgenses  Villae  de  Southampton  predict86,  et  Successores  sui,  ad 
omnia  et  singula  authoritat6"1,  lurisdicc'on68,  libertates,  Officia, 
Franchesias,  privilegia,  quietancias,  rnmunitates,  Hereditament8,  et 
liberas  Consuetudines  suas  predict8,  cum  excepcionibus,  alter- 
ac'onibus  et  Restriccionibus  supradictis  Et  eadem  ipsis  et 
Successoribus  suis,  eisdem  Excepcionibus,  alteracionibus,  et 
Restriccionibus  ut  prefertur  adhibitis,  restituim"8  et  confirmamus 
per  presentes,  adeo  plene  et  integre  sicut  ipsi  vel  Predecessores 
sui  ea  aliquibus  temporibus  aliquorum  Progenitorum,  Ante- 
cessorum,  vel  Predecessorum  nostrorum  quondam  Regum  vel 
Reginarum  Angliae,  plenius  et  liberius  habuerunt,  exercuerunt 
seu  usi  seu  gavisi  fuerunt  seu  habere,  exercere,  gaudere  seu  uti 
debuerunt ;  Volumus  eciam  ac  per  Presentes  pro  nobis,  Here- 
dibus et  Successoribus  nostris  de  gracia  nostra  speciali  ulterius 
concedim"8  quod  iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses,  et  Suc- 
cessores sui  omnia  et  singula  Authoritat65,  Jurisdiction68,  liber- 
tates, Privileg11*,  Franchesias,  Immunitates  quietanc18*,  Heredita- 
ment8, et  liberas  Consuetudin68,  in  aliquibus  Actis  Parliament', 
Ptteris  Patentibus,  vel  Cartis  seu  earum  aliqua  vel  aliquibus 
content8,  aut  allas  Consuetudines  suas,  per  presentes  alterat88  seu 
restrict88,  cum  alteracionlbns,  excepcionibns,  et  Restriccionibns 
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of  Southampton  aforesaid  should  be  distrained  to  make  fine 
with  us,  for  their  use  and  usurpation,  upon  us,  of  the  liberties, 
privileges  and  franchises  aforesaid,  as  by  the  records  of  the  same 
court  of  exchequer,  amongst  other  things,  is  more  fully  manifest 
and  appears.  Know  ye  that  we,  of  our  special  grace,  and  of 
our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have  pardoned,  remised 
and  released,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, do  pardon,  remise  and  release  to  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton,  and 
their  successors,  the  aforesaid  information  or  bill  and  judgment, 
so  as  aforesaid  exhibited,  prosecuted,  and  adjudged  or  rendered, 
and  all  and  singular  the  fines,  forfeitures,  seizures,  executions 
and  penalties,  had,  made,  incurred  or  executed,  or  hereafter  to 
be  had,  made,  incurred  or  executed,  for  or  by  reason  of  the  same 
information  and  judgment,  or  of  any  use  or  usurpation  of  the 
liberties,  franchises  and  privileges  in  the  same  information 
specified,  and  all  trespasses,  usurpations,  contempts  and  mis- 
deeds of  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their 
ministers,  done,  had  and  perpetrated.  Moreover,  we  will,  and 
of  our  special  grace,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  by  these 
presents,  do  grant  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of 
the  said  town,  and  their  successors,  that  the  aforesaid  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  and 
their  successors,  be  restored  to  all  and  singular  their  authorities, 
jurisdictions,  liberties,  offices,  franchises,  privileges,  acquittances, 
immunities,  hereditaments,  and  free  customs  aforesaid  (with  the 
exceptions,  alterations  and  restrictions  aforesaid),  and  the  same 
to  them  and  their  successors  (the  same  exceptions,  alterations 
and  restrictions  as  aforesaid  admitted)  we  have  restored  and 
confirmed  by  these  presents,  as  fully  and  wholly  as  they  or  their 
predecessors  in  any  times  of  any  of  our  progenitors,  ancestors 
or  predecessors,  formerly  kings  or  queens  of  England,  have  more 
fully  and  freely  had,  exercised,  or  used  or  enjoyed,  or  ought  to 
have  had,  exercised,  enjoyed  or  used  the  same  ;  we  will  also, 
and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  of  our 
special  grace,  do  further  grant  that  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses,  and  their  successors,  may  have,  enjoy  and  use  all  and 
singular  the  authorities,  offices,  jurisdictions,  liberties,  privileges, 
franchises,  immunities,  acquittances,  hereditaments  and  free 
customs,  in  any  acts  of  parliament,  letters  patent  or  charters, 
or  in  either  or  any  of  them  contained,  or  other  their  customs, 
by  these  presents,  not  altered  or  restricted  (with  the  alterations, 
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suprad'ctis,  habeant,  guadeant  et  utantur,  sine  occasione  vel 
impedimento  nostr0  aut  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum, 
Iustitiariorui",  Vicecomitu'",  Escaetor"'11,  vel  aliquorum  Ballivorum 
vel  Ministrorum  nostrorum  quorumcunque,  predict"  Informacion6 
et  iudicio  superinde  habit0,  aut  aliqua  alia  re  non  obstants ;  licet 
iidem  Maior,  Ballivi  et  Burgenses,  aut  Predecessores  sui  eisdem 
author!  tatibus,  Officiis,  Iurisdiccionibns,  libertatibus,  Privileg118, 
Franchesiis,  Immunitatibus,  Hereditament13,  et  liberis  Consuetudinibus 
suis  usi  fuermt,  vel  non  fuerint,  aut  forsan  abusi  fuerint,  cum 
excepc'ouibus,  alterac'onibus,  et  restricc'onibus  supradictis,  sine 
occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri,  Heredum  vel  Successorum 
nostrorum,  Iustitiarlorum,  Vicecomit"111,  Coronator1"",  Escaetorum 
vel  aliquorum  Ballivorum,  seu  Ministrorum  nostrorum,  Heredum 
et  Successorum  nostrorum  quorumcunque  ;  predict8  Informacione 
ac  Iudicio  superinde,  ut  prefertur,  habit0,  aut  aliqua  alia  causa, 
Materia  seu  re  quacunque  in  contrariu"1  inde  non  obstante ; 
Eosdemque  usum  sive  abusum  (si  quid  fuerint),  eisdem  Maiori, 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  Successoribus  suis  per  presentes  par- 
donamus,  remittim"8  et  relaxamus.  Ac  ulterius  volumus  Ac  per 
presentes  pro  nobis,  Heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  de  gracia 
nostra  speciali,  ac  ex  certa  sciencia  et  mero  motu  nostris  con- 
cedimns  prefat18  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  Southampton 
predict1*  et  Successoribus  suis  quod  hae  lltterae  nostr'e  Patentes  vel 
Irrotulamentnm  earundem,  et  omnia  et  singula  in  eisdem  con- 
tent11 de  tempore  in  tempus  bona,  sufficientia,  valida,  et  effectual111 
in  lege  sint  et  existent  erga  et  contra  nos,  Heredes  et  Successores 
nostros  tarn  in  omnibus  Cur118  nostris  q"am  alibi,  sec"nd"m  veram 
intencionem  earundem,  ac  in  omnibus  et  per  omnia  exponentur 
et  construentur  pro  maximo  Commodo,  proficns  et  advantag10 
dlctorum  Maioris,  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiu"1  et  Successorum 
suorum,  Non  obstante  non  nominand0,  aut  non  certe,  aut 
non  recte,  aut  non  plene  nominand0  predictas  premiss"*  per 
presentes  concess88  et  confirmatas,  vel  concedi  sive  confirmari 
intensas  aut  eorum  aliquod  aut  aliquam  inde  partem  vel 
parcellarn  in  suis  propriis  naturis,  generibus,  speciebus,  quantitat6 
vel  qualitat6 ;  Et  non  obstante  non  mentionand0  vel  non  recte 
mentionand0,  longitudin01",  latitudin61",  vel  extent11111  dk'tae  Vill"e 
Southam"ton,  et  libertatcm  et  precinct1"11  eiusdem,  aut  Port11', 
Crecas,  littora,  vel  loca  maritima  eidem  Villae  pertinen1"1  aut 
infra  lurisdiccion''"1  eiusdem  existenti!> ;  Et  non  obstanto  non 
recitand0,  aut  non  recte  recitand0  aliquas  Cartas  et  lltteras 
Patentes  Antecessorum  sive  Progenitorum  nostrorum,  nuper 
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exceptions  and  restrictions  aforesaid)  without  the  hindrance  or 
impediment  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  our  justices,  sheriffs, 
escheators,  or  other  our  bailiffs  or  ministers  whomsoever,  the 
said  information  and  judgment  thereupon  had,  or  any  other 
thing  notwithstanding  ;  although  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  or  their  predecessors  have  used,  or  have  not  used,  or 
have,  perchance,  abused  their  same  authorities,  offices,  jurisdic- 
tions, liberties,  privileges,  franchises,  immunities  and  acquit- 
tances, hereditaments  and  free  customs  (with  the  exceptions, 
alterations  and  restrictions  aforesaid),  without  the  hindrance 
or  impediment  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  other  the  justices, 
sheriffs,  coroners,  escheators  or  bailiffs  or  ministers  of  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors  whomsoever ;  the  said  information  and 
judgment  thereupon  had  as  aforesaid,  or  any  other  cause,  matter 
or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding  ; 
and  the  same  use  or  abuse  (if  any  shall  have  been)  to  the  same 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  we  do,  by 
these  presents,  pardon,  remise  and  release.  And  further,  we  will, 
and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  of  our 
special  grace,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion, 
do  grant  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
of  Southampton  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  that  these  our 
letters  patent  or  an  enrolment  of  the  same,  and  all  and  singular 
the  things  in  the  same  contained,  be  and  shall  be,  from  time  to 
time,  good  and  sufficient,  valid  and  effectual  in  the  law,  towards 
and  against  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  well  in  all  our  courts 
as  elsewhere,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  same,  and  in 
and  by  all  things  shall  be  expounded  and  construed,  for  the 
greatest  benefit,  profit  and  advantage  of  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  notwithstanding  the  not 
naming,  or  not  certainly,  or  not  rightly,  or  not  fully  naming  the 
aforesaid  premisses,  by  these  presents  granted  or  confirmed,  or 
intended  to  be  granted  or  confirmed,  or  either  of  them,  or  any 
part  or  parcel  thereof,  in  their  proper  natures,  kinds,  sorts, 
quantities  or  qualities  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  not  mention- 
ing or  not  rightly  mentioning  the  length,  breadth  and  extent  of 
the  said  town  of  Southampton,  and  of  the  liberties  and  precincts 
of  the  same,  or  the  ports,  creeks,  shores  or  maritime  places  to 
the  same  town  belonging,  or  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  same ;  and  notwithstanding  the  not  reciting,  or  not  rightly 
reciting  any  charters  and  letters  patent  of  our  ancestors  or  pre- 
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Regum  et  Reginarum  Angliae  eisdem  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Bur- 
gensibus,  aut  Predecessoribus  suis  antehac  facta  vel  concessa,  aut 
non  recitand0,  vel  non  recte  recitand0,  aut  menc'onand0  aliquem 
Actum  Parliament',  seu  Statutnm,  et  non  menc'onand0  seu  par- 
ticularizand0  aut  non  recte  menc'onand0  seu  particularizand0 
verum  annuu"1  valor61"  premissorum  vel  eorurn  alicuius,  aut  aliquo 
Actu,  Statut0,  Ordinacione,  Provisione,  aut  Restriccione,  aut 
aliquo  defectu,  incertitudine,  aut  alia  imperfecc'one  in  hiis  lltteris 
nostris  Patentibus,  aut  aliqua  alia  re,  causa,  vel  materia  qua- 
cunque  in  contrariu111  inde  non  obstante,  volumus  eciam  et  per 
Presentes  concedimus  prefatis  Maiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
Villae  de  Southampton,  quod  habeant  et  habebunt  has  litteras 
nostras  Patentes  sub  magno  sigillo  nostro  Angliae,  debito  modo 
sigillatas  absque  Fine  seu  Feodo  magno  vel  parvo,  nobis  in 
Hanaperio  nostro  aut  alibi  ad  usum  nostrum  proinde  quoquo- 
modo,  reddendo,  solvendo  vel  faciend0,  Eo  quod  expressa  mentio 
de  vero  valore  annuo,  aut  de  certitudine  praemissarum,  vel 
eorum  alicuins,  aut  de  aliis  Donis  sive  Concessionibus  per  nos, 
aut  per  aliquem  Progenitorum  sive  Predecessorum  nostrorum 
prefatis  iMaiori,  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  Villae  de  Southanil1ton 
predict"6  ante  haec  tempora  factis  in  presentibus  minime  fact18 
existit ;  aut  aliquo  Statute,  Actu,  Ordinatione,  Provisione,  Pro- 
clamatione  sive  Restricc'one  in  contrarium  inde  antehac  habit18, 
fact1',  edit13,  ordinatls  seu  provisls  aut  aliqua  alia  re,  causa  vel 
materia  quacunque  in  aliquo  non  obstante. 

In  cuius  rei  testimoniu"1  has  llttcras  nostras  fieri  fecim"8 
Patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonastenum  vicesimo  septimo 
die  Innii  Anno  regni  nostri  Sextodecimo. 
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decessors,  late  kings  or  queens  of  England,  to  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses,  or  their  predecessors,  heretofore  made  or 
granted  ;  or  the  not  reciting,  or  the  not  rightly  reciting  or  men- 
tioning any  act  of  parliament  or  statute  ;  or  the  not  mentioning 
or  particularising,  or  the  not  rightly  mentioning  or  particularis- 
ing the  true  yearly  value  of  the  premisses,  or  any  of  them,  or  any 
act,  statute,  ordinance,  restriction  or  provision,  or  any  defect, 
uncertainty  or  other  imperfection  in  these  our  letters  patent,  or 
any  other  cause,  matter  or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary 
thereof  notwithstanding.  We  will  also,  and  by  these  presents 
grant  to  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town 
of  Southampton,  that  they  have  and  shall  have  these  our  letters 
patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  in  due  manner  sealed, 
without  fine  or  fee,  great  or  small,  to  be  thereof  yielded,  paid 
or  made  to  the  use  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  although  express 
mention  of  the  true  yearly  value  of  the  premisses,  or  any  of  them, 
or  of  any  other  gifts  or  grants  by  us  or  by  any  of  our  progenitors 
or  predecessors,  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said 
town  of  Southampton  heretofore  made,  be  not  in  these  presents 
contained,  or  any  other  statute,  ordinance,  provision,  proclama- 
tion or  restriction,  or  any  other  thing,  cause,  or  matter  to  the 
contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  to  be  made  these  our 
letters  patent.  Witness  ourself 'at  Westminster,  the  27th  day 
of  June,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1640.] 
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XXX. 
CHARLES    II,    1662.' 


The  Mayor 
and  twenty- 
four  others 
to  execute 
within  the 
town  the 
provisions 
of  a  Statute 
for  the  well 
governing  of 
Corporations 


CAROLUS  secnndus  dei  gratia  Angliae  Scociae  Franciae  et 
Hibcrniae  Rex  fidei  defensor  etc.  Dilet'tis  et  fidelibus  nostris 
Maiori  VilPe  n°Ve  SouthaiB"ton  pro  tempore  existentU)US  Willelmo 
Legg2  Armigero  Ricar(1o  Ford3  militi,  Ricar(1o  Goddard,4  Thome 
Knowles,5  Laurenciae  Hyde,  Arthuro  Gold,  Rogero  Gollop,6 
Thome  Mill,  EdwV'o  Hooper  de  Chileworth  Armigeris,  Thome 
Corderoy,  EcPVo  Exton,  Petro  Clungeon,7  Henrico  Pitt,8  Willelmo 
Stanley,9  Jacobo  Caplin,10  Willelmo  Home,11  Josepho  Delamote,12 
Thome  Cornelius,13  Jacobo  Clungeon,  NichOIo  Clement,  Edwardo 
Downer,14  Aldermannis  Villae  predictae  et  Roberto  Richbell15 
generoso  salutem.  Sciatis  qnod  nos  virtute  et  secund"m  tenorem 
formam  et  efPctnm  cuiusdam  Actus  presentis  Parliament!  nostri 


1  Charles  II  dated  his  reign  not  from  the  Restoration  in  1660,  but  from  his  father's  death  in  1649. 

2  William  Legg  was  M.P.  for  the  borough  in  1661. 

3  Sir  Richard  Ford,  of  London,  M.P.,  16G1. 

4  An  old  Southampton  family.    A  Richard  Goddard  was  M.P.  1588,  and  Thomas  Goddard,  M.P. 
1584,  and   in  1553  Thomas  Goddard,  with  others,  received  a  misgive   from  the  king  and  Council 
empowering  them  to  receive  all  church  goods,  plate,  jewels,  etc.,  to  the  king's  use. 

5  Thomas  Knowles  (Knollis,  Knollys),  M.P.  1658  and  again  1678.    In  the  voting  at  the  latter  elec- 
tion, Knowles  and  Newland,  the  senior  member,  received  31  votes  and  41  votes  respectively.    He  died 
during  the  latter  parliament  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  June  ?.    (Davies1  Hist,  of  South- 
ampton, p.  204).     In  1658  the  Court  Leet  presented  that  the  fishing  between  Southampton  and 
Redbridge  had  been  usurped  by  Mr.  Thomas  Knowles  and  others  to  the  hurt  of  the  place.    (Davies, 
p.  222).    Mr.  Francis  Knov.-ies,  mayor  in  1627,  received  Charles  I  on  his  visit  to  the  town,  and  pre- 
sented him  with  a  covered  cup  -what  was  in  the  cup  the  observer  could  not  say— and  also  with  the 
keys  of  the  town,  which  latter  the  king  returned.    His  majesty  then  passed  down  the  street  through  a 
file  of  soldiers  to  Sir  John  Mill's  house,  where  he  dined;  after  which  ho  reviewed  the  troops  in  the  Salt- 
marsh,  and  then  took  "  koch  "—coach— for  Titchfleld,  where  he  remained  the  night.    (Egertou,  868). 

6  The  Gollops,  or  Gallops,  were  another  old  family.    In  1536  George  Gollop  obtained  the  royal  grant 
of  the  Castle  and  its  ditches  to  himself  and  his  heirs  at  a  yearly  rent  of  13/4  (Pat.  11  Charles  I,  pt.  8). 
The  property  remained  In  the  Gollop  family  some  few  years.     Under  1650  we  find  Peter  Gollop  in 
possession,  and  on  Oct.  llth  that  year  he  gave  permission  to  Major  Peter  Murford,  commandant  of  the 
town,  to  take  such  stones  from  the  castle  as  he  might  think  needful  for  the  repair  of  the  fortifications. 
(Journal,  Oct.  llth,  1650). 

In  1616  Mr.  George  Gollop,  having  been  sheriff,  was  fined  £10  for  not  having  a  scarlet  gown,  and 
others  were  admonished  to  provide  them.  Half  this  fine  was  remitted  and  the  other  half  was  paid. 
(Davies,  page  194).  This  George  Gollop  (alderman,  of  Stanbrldge  and  Southampton)  was  M.P.  four 
times  from  1625—1640.  By  his  will  George  gave  £200  for  providing  each  year  a  cloth  gown  of  some  sad 
colour  to  four  men  and  four  women. 

Roger  Gollop,  of  Stanbridge,  was  M.P.  1658,  during  the  Protectorship  of  Richard  Cromwell.  The 
Roger  Gollop  here  mentioned  was  recorder  in  16G2.  In  1669  Charles  II  visited  the  town,  and  Roger 
Gollop  made  a  speech  on  his  knee,  his  majesty  giving  'good  attention';  the  mayor  then  produced  a 
purse  with  150  guineas,  which  he  presented,  together  the  keys  of  the  town  and  the  maces,  which  the 
king  touched  and  restored.  (Journal). 

"  The  dungeons  were  another  old  family  of  the  town.    The  Cross  Howe  bears  within  it  the  town's 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Charles  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To 
our  well  beloved  and  faithful  (subjects),  the  mayor  of  our  town 
of  Southampton,  for  the  time  existing,  William  Legg,  Esq., 
Sir  Richard  Ford,  Richard  Goddard,  Thomas  Knowles,  Laurence 
Hyde,  Arthur  Gold,  Roger  Gollop,  Thomas  Mill,  Edward  Hooper 
of  Chilworth,  Esq3',  Thomas  Corderoy,  Edward  Exton,  Peter 
Clungeon,  Henry  Pitt,  William  Stanley,  Jacob  Caplin,  William 
Home,  Joseph  Delamote,  Thomas  Cornelius,  Jacob  Clungeon, 
Nicholas  Clement,  Edward  Downer,  aldermen  of  the  said  town, 
and  Robert  Richbell,  gentleman,  greeting.  Know  ye  that  by 
virtue  of  and  in  accordance  with  the  tenor,  form  and  effect  of  an 


escutcheon  with  the  Initials  of  Peter  Clungeon,  mayor,  and  the  date  1634,  that  of  Its  restoration  after 
Its  tottering  condition  had  been  presented  for  many  years  (Court  Leet  Books  for  1615, 1633,  etc.). 

In  1645  the  petty  customs  of  the  town  were  let  to  William  Hlggins  and  James  Clungeon  for  five 
years  at  £132  per  annum  (Corporation  Leases).  In  the  vestry  of  St.  Michael's  Church  Is  a  handsome 
press,  brought  from  the  mayor's  chapel,  with  the  inscription  :  "John,  the  sonne  of  John  Clungeon  of 
this  towne,  olderman,  erected  this  presse  and  gave  certain  books,  who  died  anno  1646." 

By  Cromwell's  Act  (24th  Aug.,  1653)  marriages  were  to  be  performed  by  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
Thus,  until  the  Restoration,  we  find  in  the  church  registers  marriages  constantly  performed  by 
Clungeon  and  ethers.  In  1649  Peter  Clungeon  surrendered  his  lease  for  fishing  and  fowling  in  the 
Itchen  ferry  river. 

8  Henry  Pitt,  sheriff,  1640  ;  mayor,  1644,  and  again  in  1655. 

»  M.P.  1 660.  In  1655  the  mayor,  W.  Stanley,  alderman,  and  the  high  sheriff  were  deposed  by 
Cromwell.  They  were  restored  in  1662.  In  the  Corporation  Journals  (1660)  we  find  "  Upon  reading 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stanley  and  Mr.  Richbell  in  relation  to  his  Majesty,  it  is  conceived  convenient  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  doe  make  bounfyers  this  night,  yf  they  please,  and  that  the  bells  doe  ring 
all  the  day  "  (May  3rd). 

Hans  Stanley  of  Paultons  was  M.P.,  1754,  61,  68,  74,  and  was  governor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  from 
1761-1774. 

10  The  Caplens  (Capelin,  Caplyne,  etc.)  were  another  ancient  family.    John  Caplyne  was  mayor, 
1552  and  1553,  M.  P.,  1562-3.    His  son,  Nicholas,  M.P.,  1572.    James  Capelin  was  mayor,  1659.    He  steered 
a  middle  course  between  the  Parliamentary  and  Royalist  causes  with  much  skill  during  this  troublous 
time,  as  a  letter  of  his  in  the  Corporation  Journals  testifies.    (Quoted  also  by  Bgerton,  868.) 

11  In  1655  both  mayor  and  sheriff  were  deposed  by  the  order  of  Cromwell,  and  W.  Home  and 
Edward  Marsh  were  elected  in  their  place. 

12  The  plague  fell  heavily  upon  Southampton  in  1665.    According  to  this  De  la  Motte  it  was  intro- 
duced on  June  6th,  by  a  child  brought  from  London  and  placed  under  the  care  of  a  widow,  who  died 
with  the  rest  of  her  family.    De  la  Motte  moved  his  family  to  Woolston  and  thence  by  sea  to  Millbrook. 

13  Sheriff,  1647  ;  mayor,  1652  and  1664.    There  are  several  letters  signed  by  him  as  mayor  during 
the  plague,  shewing  the  great  distress  of  the  town.    When  Charles  visited  the  town  in  1669  (see  note  6) 
accompanied  by  the  Dnkes  of  York  and  Monmouth,  the  latter  took  np  his  quarters  in  Mr.  Cornelius's 
house. 

M  Sheriff,  1654  (deposed  by  Cromwell,  see  note  11)  ;  mayor,  I860.  During  the  visit  of  Charles  II, 
in  1669,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  went  to  his  house. 

w  M.P.,  1660  (see  note  9).    Charles  II  took  up  his  residence  in  his  house  in  the  Higli  Street  in  1660, 


164  CHARTERS  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 


intitulat1  "an  Act  for  the  Well  governing  and  regulatinge  of 
Corporations "  ac  p'°  meliori  execufone  eiusdem  Actus  ac 
potestatum  et  authoritatum  in  eodem  Actu  menc1onatornm  Nom- 
inavimus  et  Assignavim' s  vos  Commissionarlos  nostros  pro  et  in  Villa 
nostra  Southam"ton  et  Comitatu  eiusdem  Ac  tenore  presentium  et 
virtute  Actus  predicti  dam"3  vobis  et  totis  et  tlllibus  vestr"m  quibus 
vigore  eiusdem  Actus  Parliament!  in  hac  parte  respective 
pertinet  sive  pertinere  valeat  plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem 
ad  por  agenda  facienda  exequenda  et  performanda  pro  et  in  Villa 
nostra  predu'ta  et  Com1tatu  Villae  illius  omnia  et  singula  in  aut  per 
Actum  ilium  inactitata  sive  content8  quae  Commissionaru  per  vos 
vigore  eiusdem  Actus  no'Vand1  aliqualit"  spectant  virtute  Actus 
illius  per  agenda  sive  exequenda.  Et  ideo  vobis  mandam"8  q"°d 
sec'nd"m  tenorem  formam  et  effect"m  Actus  predlcti  in  hac  parte 
procedatis  et  ea  facltls  et  exequamini  cum  effectu  periculo  incum- 
bente.  Et  ut  nos  et  honorem  nostr"m  et  salutem  Regni  nostri 
Angliae  diligitis.  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu"1  has  litteras  nostras  fieri 
fecim"8  Patentes.  Teste  meipso  apud  Westmonasterium  nono  die 
Februarii  Anno  regni  n"stri  quartodecimo. 
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act  of  our  present  parliament,  entitled  "  an  act  for  the  well 
governing  and  regulating  of  corporations,"  and  for  the  better 
execution  of  the  same  act  and  of  the  powers  and  authorities 
mentioned  in  the  same  act,  we  have  nominated  and  appointed 
you  our  commissioners  for  and  in  our  town  of  Southampton  and 
the  county  of  the  same.  And  by  tenor  of  these  presents  and  by 
virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act,  we  give  you  both  all  and  such  of  you 
as  by  force  of  the  same  act  of  parliament  hereunto  it  respectively 
pertains  or  may  pertain,  full  power  and  authority  for  doing, 
making,  executing  and  performing  for  and  in  our  town  aforesaid 
and  county  of  that  town,  all  and  singular  the  things  enacted  or 
contained  in  or  by  that  act  which  the  commissioners  nominated 
by  you  by  force  of  the  same  act  otherwise  look  to  be  done  or 
executed  by  virtue  of  that  act.  And,  therefore,  we  bid  you  that 
in  accordance  with  the  tenor,  form  and  effect  of  the  act  afore- 
said, ye  herewith  proceed  and  do  and  execute  those  things. 

Both  as  ye  love  us  and  our  honour  and  the  safety  of  our 
kingdom  of  England.  In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused 
these  our  letters  patent  to  be  made.  Witness  my  hand  at  West- 
minster, on  the  gth  day  of  February,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of 
our  reign.  [A.D.  1662.] 
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XXXI. 
JAMES    II,    1688.1 


The  Town 
to  be  a 
distinct 
County. 


JACOBUS  Secundus  Dei  gratia  Anglr'e  Scociae  Franciae  et 
Hiberniae  Rex  fidei  Defensor,  etc.  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes 
lnterae  pervenerint,  salutem.  Cum  Villa  nostra  de  Southampton  et 
Comitatus  yillae  nostrae  Southampton  sint  villn  et  Comitatns  antiquus 
et  populos  (sic)  ac  Inhabitantes  villae  illius  diversa  Privilegia 
Immunitatps  Franchesas  et  Franchesas  tarn  per  divers85  Pre- 
scripcjoncs  et  Consuetudlues  a  tempore  cuius  contrar18  memoria 
hominum  non  existit  quam  ratlone  diversarum  Chartarum  et 
LItterarum  Patentim"  nostrarum  et  Progenitor""1  nostrorum  Regum 
et  Reginarum  Angliae  eis  factarum  et  concessarum  habuerunt  usi  et 
gavis1  fuerunt,  Qu!lequidem  Libertates  Privilegia  Immunitates 
et  Franchessas  ratione  quorundam  defect01""1"  et  abusnrum  nuper 
Maior1'  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiu'"  villae  illius  iam  penitus  amiss8 
et  deperdita  sunt  Eademque  villa  in  manu  nostra  modo  existit  et 
remanet  virtute  ludicii  nuper  reddit1  super  quo  Warranto2  in 
Curia  nostra  coram  nobis  tent8.  Dictique  Inhabitantes  villae 
predictae  nobis  hurnillime  supplicaverunt  quatenus  nos  gratiam 
nostram  et  munincentiam  eis  extendere  dignaremur  in  Con- 
cessione  ipsis  et  Successor113"*  suis  tal1""1  LibertatUI"  et  Privilegiorura 
qualia  nobis  melius  expedire  videbitur.  Sciatis  igitur  quod  Nos 
humili  Petic'oni  predictae  gratiose  annuentes  et  volentes  quod 
de  cetero  imperpetuu"1  sit  et  erit  unus  certus  et  indubitat"s  modus 
in  eadem  villa  de  et  pro  Custod*1  pacis  nostrae  ac  bon°  Regimine 
et  gubernaclone  eiusdem  villae  et  populi  ibidcm  habitantis  ac  aliorum 
illuc  confluen""1"  et  ut  vill8  pr('dicta  cum  Suburbiis  prccinctu  et 
locis  eiusdem  sit  un"s  integer  Comltatus  Corporat"8  distinct"9  et 
separat"s  a  Comital"  Southarapton  et  perpetuis  futur18  temporibus  sit 
et  permaneat  deinceps  villa  et  Comitatus  pacis  et  quietis  ad  for- 
midinem  et  terrorem  malorum  et  in  premium  et  sustentac'c^em 
bonorum  et  ut  pax  nostra  ceteraque  facta  Iusticiae  et  bon1 
Regiminis  ibulem  melius  custodiri  et  fieri  valeant  et  possint  de 


1  "A  new  charter  was  sent  to  Southampton  and  lodged,  as  tradition  says,  In  some  private  hands 
among  the  dissenters,  In  order  to  be  produced  at  a  proper  time;  but  as  the  attempt  of  the  king  to 
repeal  the  Test  Act  failed,  it  was  stifled  and  cancelled."    (Speed.) 

2  James  II,  on  November  28th,  1637,  issued  a  Quo  Warranto  calling  upon  the  mayor  and  bailiffs 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


James  II,  by  the.  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France 
and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  To  all  to  whom 
these  presents  come,  greeting.  Whereas  our  town  of  South- 
ampton and  the  county  of  our  town  of  Southampton  are  an 
ancient  town  and  county,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
have  had,  used  and  enjoyed  the  divers  privileges,  immunities, 
franchises,  as  well  by  divers  prescriptions  and  customs  from  time 
immemorial  as  by  reason  of  divers  charters  and  letters  patent 
of  us  and  our  progenitors,  the  kings  and  queens  of  England, 
made  and  granted  to  them,  which  liberties,  privileges,  immuni- 
ties and  franchises,  by  reason  of  certain  defects  and  abuses  of 
the  late  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  that  town  have  now 
been  entirely  surrendered  and  lost,  and  the  same  town  is  now  in 
our  hands  and  remains  by  virtue  of  the  judgment  lately  rendered 
under  a  Quo  Warranto  in  our  court  held  in  our  presence,  and 
the  said  inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid  have  most  humbly 
prayed  us  that  we  should  deign  to  extend  to  them  our  grace  and 
munificence  by  the  concession  to  them,  and  their  successors,  of 
such  liberties  and  privileges  as  it  shall  seem  good  to  us  better  to 
expediate.  Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  graciously  consenting 
to  the  humble  petition  aforesaid,  and  willing  that  in  the  future 
for  ever  there  may  and  shall  be  one  certain  and  indisputable 
method  in  the  same  town  of  and  for  the  guardianship  of  our 
peace,  and  for  the  good  rule  and  government  of  the  same  town, 
and  of  the  people  dwelling  in  the  same  and  of  others  congre- 
gating there,  and  that  the  town  aforesaid  with  the  suburbs, 
precincts  and  places  of  the  same  shall  be  one  entire  county 
incorporate,  distinct  and  separate  from  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, and  for  ever  in  the  future  shall  be  and  remain  hence- 
forth a  town  and  county  of  peace  and  quiet  to  the  fear  and 
terror  of  ill-doers,  and  for  the  reward  and  maintenance  of  good 
citizens,  and  that  our  peace  and  the  justice  and  good  rule  done 


to  appear  at  Westminster  and  answer  for  their  liberties,  etc.  They  were  thrown  Into  consternation, 
and  on  February  9th  they  wrote  to  the  attorney-general  resolving  to  make  no  defence,  but  pleaded 
that  their  poverty  had  hindered  the  renewal  of  their  franchises  before.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
it  was  understood  that  the  Quo  Warranto  would  not  be  pressed. 
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The  Mayor 
and  Corpor- 
ation may 
hold  lands, 
etc. 


They  may 
sue  and  be 
sued. 


They  may 
have  a 
Common 
Seal  and 
change  it 
at  pleasure. 


gratla  nostra  special!  ac  ex  certa  scientia  et  mero  motu  nostris 
voluimus  ordinavimus  et  constituimus  et  concessimus  ac  per 
presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Successor11™8  nostris  volumus  or- 
dinamus  constituimus  et  concedimus  quod  villa  nostra  de 
Southarapton  predicta  et  Suburb1'1  Precinct11"  et  loca  eiusdem  sint 
et  permaneant  imposterum  imperpetuum  libera  villa  et  Comitas 
de  se.  Et  quod  Burgenses  et  Inhabitantes  eiusdem  Villae  de  im- 
perpetuum sint  et  erint  unum  Corpus  Corporat"1"  et  politic""1  in 
re  facto  et  nomine  per  nomen  Maior's  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium 
villae  de  Southani)1ton  in  Comltntn  villae  de  Southal"pton  ac  eos  per 
nomen  Maior13  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  villae  de  Southaiupton 
in  Comitatu  villae  Southa"lpton  unum  Corpus  Corporat""1  et  politi- 
cum  realiter  et  ad  plenum  pro  riobis  heredlbils  et  Successor'1" 
nostris  erigimus  facimus  ordinamus  creamus  et  constituimus  per 
presentes.  Et  quod  per  idem  nomen  habeant  successionem  per- 
petuam.  Et  quod  ipsi  per  no"'en  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Bur- 
gensium villae  de  Soutliampton  in  Comitatu  de  Southaillpton  sint  et 
erint  perpetuis  futuris  temporibus  personae  habiles  et  in  Lege 
capaces  ad  habend"  perquirenda  recipienda  et  possidenda  terrns 
Tenement11  Libertat68  Privilegia  Franchesas  Iurisdicc'ones  et  Here- 
ditamenta  cuiuscumque  generis  naturac  vel  speciei  fuerint  sibi  et 
Successor11"18  suis  in  Feodo  et  perpetuitate  vel  pro  termino  vit!1e 
vitarum  vel  annorum  sen  alio  quocumque  modo  necnon  ad 
danda  concedenda  dimittend!l  et  assignand"  Terras  Tenement" 
et  Hereditamenta  et  ad  omnia  et  singula  alia  facta  et  res  facienda 
et  exequenda  per  nomen  predlctuin.  Et  quod  per  nomen  Maior's 
Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  villae  de  Southampton  in  Comitat" 
villae  de  Southampton  placitare  et  implacitari  defendere  et  defendi 
possint  et  valeant  in  quibuscumque  Curhs  placeis  et  locis  et 
coram  quibuscumque  ludicibus  et  Iustitiarlls  et  al"s  personis  et 
Officiariis  nostris  heredum  et  Successorum  nostrorum  in  omnibus  et 
singulis  acc'onibus  sect"  querells  causis  mater118  et  demand18  quib- 
uscumque cuiuscunque  sint  generis  natur"e  vel  speciei  eisdem 
modo  et  forma  prout  aliqui  alii  Ligei  nostri  huius  Regni  Angliac 
personae  habiles  et  in  lege  capaces  placitare  et  implicitari  res- 
pondere  et  responderi  defendere  et  defendi  ac  habere  perquirere 
recipere  possidere  dare  concedere  et  dimittere  possint  et  valeant. 
Et  quod  diet1  Maior  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  vilP'e  predict86  et 
Successores  sui  habeant  imperpetuum  Co'"mune  Sigillum  pro 
causis  et  negotiis  suis  et  Successorum  suorum  quibuscunque 
agendis  deservitur.  Et  quod  bene  liceat  et  licebit  eiusdem  (sic) 
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there  may  be  the  better  guarded  and  kept,  of  our  special  grace 
and  from  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have 
willed,  ordained  and  determined,  and  granted  and  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  will,  ordain,  deter- 
mine and  grant  that  our  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  and  the 
suburbs,  precincts  and  places  of  the  same  shall  be  and  remain 
in  the  future  for  ever  a  free  town  and  county  of  itself.  And  that 
the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  town  for  ever  may 
and  shall  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic  in  deed,  fact  and 
name,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  of  Southampton,  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  by  these  presents  we  appoint,  make,  ordain,  create 
and  constitute  them  by  the  name  of  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  of  Southampton,  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, one  body  corporate  and  politic  really  and  fully  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors.  And  that  by  the  same  name  they  shall 
have  perpetual  succession.  And  that  they  themselves  by  the 
name  of  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southamp- 
ton, in  the  county  of  Southampton,  may  and  shall  be  for  ever,  in 
the  future,  persons  skilled  and  capable  in  law  to  hold,  acquire, 
receive  and  possess  lands,  tenements,  liberties,  privileges,  fran- 
chises, jurisdictions  and  hereditaments  of  any  kind,  nature  or 
sort  whatsoever  that  shall  belong  to  themselves  and  their  suc- 
cessors in  fee  and  perpetuity  or  for  the  term  of  life,  lives  or  years, 
or  in  any  other  way  soever,  also  for  giving,  granting,  leaving 
and  assigning  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  for  all 
and  singular  things  done  and  to  be  done,  executed  by  the  name 
aforesaid.  And  that  by  the  name  of  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  Southampton,  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Southamp- 
ton, they  may  and  shall  have  power  to  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
defend  and  be  defended  in  any  courts  and  places  soever,  and 
before  any  judges  and  justices,  and  other  persons  and  officers 
soever  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  in  all  and  singular  the 
actions,  suits,  plaints,  causes,  matters  and  demands  soever,  of 
whatever  kind,  nature  or  sort  they  be,  in  the  same  manner  and 
form  as  any  other  of  our  liege  subjects  of  this  realm  of  England, 
persons  skilled  and  capable  in  law  to  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  and  to  hold, 
acquire,  receive,  possess,  give,  grant  and  leave.  And  that  the 
said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and 
their  successors,  may  have  for  ever  a  common  seal  for  the  causes 
and  business  of  them  and  their  successors  for  whatsoever  it  is 
needed.  And  that  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  to  the  same 
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A  Common 
Council  to 
consist  of 
Mayor, 
Recorder, 
thirteen 
Aldermen 
and  twelve 
Burgesses, 
one  Super- 
visor of  the 
Customs, 
and  one 
Common 
Clerk. 


Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predict"6  et  Successor11"18 
suis  Sigillum  illud  ad  libitum  suum  de  tempore  in  tempus 
frangere  mutare  et  de  novo  facere  prout  melius  expedire 
videbitur. 

Et  ulterius  volumus  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  Concedimus  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus 
villae  predictae  et  Successoribus  suis  quod  de  cetero  imperpetuum 
sint  et  erint  infra  villam  predictam  Officiarii  et  Ministri  sequentes 
viz4  unus  probus  vir  qui  erit  et  vocabitur  Maior  villae  predictac 
et  unus  probus  vir  qui  erit  et  vocabitur  Recordator  villae 
predictae  et  tredecim  probi  viri  qui  erunt  et  vocabuntur  Alder- 
mann11  villae  predictae  et  unus  probus  et  discretus  vir  qui  erit  et 
vocabitur  vicecomes  villae  de  Southampton  et  Comltatus  eiusdem 
villae  et  duo  probi  viri  qui  erunt  et  vocabuntur  Ballivi  villae 
predictao  et  duodecim  probi  viri  qui  erunt  et  vocabuntur  Burgens08 
sive  Co^mun"  Consiliarii2  villae  predictae  et  unns  probus  vir  qui 
erit  et  vocabitur  supervisor  Custumar""1  nostrorum  heredu1"  et 
Successorum  nostrorum  in  villa  predicta  et  Portu  eiusdem  villae 
et  unus  alius  probus  vir  qui  erit  et  vocabitur  Communis  Clericus 
villae  predictae.  Et  pro  meliorc  execuc'one  voluntatis  et 
concession18  nostrae  in  hac  parte  assignavimus  noulinavimus 
constituimus  et  ferimus  (sic)  ac  per  prosentes  pro  nobis  heredlbu 
et  Successor113"8  nostris  assignamus  nominamus  constituimus  et 
facimus  dileotum  nobis  Ricardum  White3  Armigeru'11  fore  et  esse 
primu8  et  modernu8  Maior  villae  predictae  continuand"8  in  Offic10 
Maior18  eiusdem  villae  a  die  dat°  presentium  usque  ad  et  in  diem 
veneris  proxime  ante  Festum  Sancti  Mat*hei  Apostoli  quod  erit 
anno  Domini  Millimo  Sexcentessimo  Octogesimo  nono  et  exinde 
quousque  unns  alius  de  Aldermann18  villae  prcdictae  ad  Ofhcium  illud 
Maior18  villae  p'Mictae  elect"8  perfectus  et  iurat"s  fuerit  secundu1" 
Ordinaciones  et  Constituc1ones  in  his  presentibus  menc'onat*13  si 
idem  Ricar(1us  White  tarn  diu  viverit.  Assignavimus  etiam 
nomiuavimus  constituimus  et  fecimus  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis 
heredibus  et  Successor115"8  nostris  assignamus  nominamus  con- 
stituimus et  facimus  dilectum  nobis  Thomam  Cooper  armiger 
fore  et  esse  primum  et  modernum  Recordator61"  villae  predictac. 


i  the  last  governing  charter  (,16  Okas.  1, 1640)  speaks  of  six  aldermen,  but  probably  the  number 
was  Indefinite.  Previously  to  the  Act  of  1835,  the  aldermen  were  those  who  had  served  the  mayoralty, 
and  they  became  such  at  the  expiration  of  their  office  without  any  election ;  their  number  at  the  passing 
of  the  Act  was  nineteen,  including  the  mayor.  By  the  Act  the  aldermen  were  ten  in  number,  but  In 
1895  the  formation  of  three  new  wards  Increased  the  number  to  thirteen. 
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mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their 
successors,  to  break,  change  and  renew  that  seal  at  their  plea- 
sure from  time  to  time,  as  it  shall  seem  better  to  expediate  their 
business. 

And  furthermore,  we  will  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  we  grant  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors,  that  in  the 
future  for  ever  there  may  and  shall  be  within  the  town  aforesaid 
the  following  officers  and  servants,  viz.,  one  upright  man  who 
shall  be  and  shall  be  called  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and 
one  upright  man  who  shall  be  and  shall  be  called  recorder  of 
the  town  aforesaid,  and  thirteen  upright  men  who  shall  be  and 
shall  be  called  aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  one  upright 
and  discreet  man  who  shall  be  and  shall  be  called  sheriff  of  the 
town  of  Southampton  and  of  the  county  of  the  same  town,  and 
two  upright  men  who  shall  be  and  shall  be  called  bailiffs  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  and  twelve  upright  men  who  shall  be  and  shall 
be  called  burgesses  or  common  councillors  of  the  town  afore- 
said, and  one  upright  man  who  shall  be  and  shall  be  called 
supervisor  of  the  customs  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  in  the 
town  aforesaid  and  in  the  port  of  the  same  town,  and  one  other 
upright  man  who  shall  be  and  shall  be  called  the  common 
clerk  of  the  town  aforesaid.  And  for  the  better  execution  of 
our  will  and  concession  we  herewith  have  assigned,  named, 
appointed  and  made,  and  by  the  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  do  assign,  name,  appoint  and  make  our  beloved 
Richard  White,  Esq.,  to  be  the  first  and  modern  mayor  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  to  be  continued  in  the  office  of  mayor  of  the 
same  town  from  the  present  date  up  to  the  Friday  next  before 
the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  who  shall  be  in  the  year 
of  the  Lord  one  thousand  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and 
thenceforth  one  other  of  the  aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid 
shall  be  elected  and  appointed  and  sworn  to  that  office  of 
mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid  in  accordance  with  the  ordinances 
and  constitutions  mentioned  in  these  presents,  if  the  same 
Richard  White  shall  live  so  long.  We  have  assigned  also, 
named,  appointed  and  made,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  we  do  assign,  name,  appoint  and  make  our 

*  By  the  Act  of  1835  there  were  30  councillors,  a  number  Increased  to  39  In  1895. 

3  In  1696  Richard  White  was  excused  from  serving  the  office  of  water-bailiff  for  a  fine  of  £10  ;  and 
the  next  year  excused  from  that  of  senior  bailiff  for  £7,  and  was  sworn  of  the  common  council. 
N.B.— The  junior  bailiff  is  water-bailiff ;  the  senior,  bailiff  of  the  court.  (Speed.) 
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Et  assignavimus  nominavimus  constituimus  et  fecimus  ac  per 
presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Successor11508  nostris  assignamus 
nominamus  constituimus  et  facimus  dilectum  nobis  Robertum 
Vernon  generosnm  fore  et  esse  primum  et  modernum  vicecomitem 
villae  de  Southampton  predictae  et  Comitatus  eiusdem  villae  continu- 
andnm  in  Officio  predlcto  usque  ad  predictum  diem  veneris  proxlme 
ante  Festum  Snncti  MaHhei  Apostoli  quod  erit  anno  Domini  Milesimo 
Sexcentesimo  Octogesimo  nono.  Et  abinde  quousque  unus  alius 
idoncus  persona  ad  Officinm  illud  elect"8  prefectus  et  iuratns  fuerit.  Et 
assignavimus  nominavimus  constituimns  et  fecimus  ac  per  presentes 
pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Successor11™8  nostris  assignamus  nominamus 
constituimus  et  facimus  predictum  Ricardum  White  in  presentibus 
nominatnm  fore  Maiorem  Burgeusinm  predk'torum  et  dilectos  nobis 
William  Brackstone,  Ricardum  Hunt,  Adamu™  de  Cardinall,1 
Wilr"'mum  Lyne,  Eliam  de  gratia,  diet11"1  Robertu"1  Vernon, 
Robcrtum  Gulliford,  Corneliu"1  Macham,2  Johannem  Thornburgh,3 
WiHclmum  Cropp,  Willclnium  Jolliffe2  et  Johannem  Lee4  fore  et 
esse  primes  et  modernos  Aldermannos  villae  predictac.  Et  assign- 
avimus nominavimus  et  fecimus  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis 
heredibus  et  Successor11"18  nostris  assignamus  nominamus  et  facimus 
dilect08  nob13  Jonathan  Ingles  et  Thomam  Barnard  fore  et  esse 
primes  et  modernos  Ballivos  villae  predictae  continuand08  in 
eodem  Offic10  usque  ad  predictnm  diem  veneris  proxime  ante  Festum 
Sailcti  Ma'thei  Apostoli  quod  fuern  Anno  predict°  et  quousque  duo 
al11  in  loc°  eorum  debuo  modo  elect1  erunt.  Et  assignavimus 
no'Vavimus  constituimus  et  fecimus  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis 
heredlbus  et  Successor11"18  nostris  assignamus  nominamus  con- 
stituimus et  facimus  predictos  Jonathan  Ingles  Thomam  Barnard 

et  dittos  subditos  nostros  -       Piccard,    Leonard™   Cropp, 

Thomam  Bracebridge,  Johannem  Gilbert,  Thomam  Bower, 
Johanuem  Fassitt,  Jacobum  Flower,  Edwardum  Fryer,  Johannem 
Greenewood,  et  Willelmum  Stokes  fore  et  esse  primos  et 


1  Upon  the  Bargate  is  thfl  shield  of  Adam  de  Cardonnel  (Arpeijt.  a  chevron  voided  azure  between 
three  trefoils  slipped  vert).    He  was  admitted  a  burgess  in  1662,  was  in  1690  excused  serving  the  office 
of  sheriff  on  account  of  his  age.    lie  was,  for  some  time  collector  of  the  customs  at  this  port, and  dying 
in  January,  1710-11,  at  the  age  of  90,  was  buried  at  God's  House.    His  son  Adam,  secretary  to  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  returned  for  the  borough  f<T  seven  parliaments  between  January,  1700-1,  and 
November,  1710,  was,  at  the  disgrace  of  Marlborough,  expelled  the  House  for  corrupt  practices  in  1712. 

2  Among  the  tradesmen's  money  tokens  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuri«s  is  a  half-penny 
"Cornelius  Matcham,  his  half-penny";  on  the  other  side  "In  Southampton,  1667,"  with  the  grocers' 
arras.    Also  a  half-penny  of  "  William  Jolliffo,  of "  (grocers'  arms) ;  on  the  other  side  "  Southampton, 
1666,  Wl.  I."    These  tokens  were  recalled  in  1669,  and  half-pence  and  farthings,  stamped  with  the  town 
arms,  were  distributed  to  the  tradesmen.    (Journal,  November  26th,  1669.) 
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beloved  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq.,  to  be  first  and  modern  recorder 
of  the  town  aforesaid.  And  we  have  assigned,  named, 
appointed  and  made,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  we  do  assign,  name,  appoint  and  make  our 
beloved  Robert  Vernon,  gentleman,  to  be  the  first  and  modern 
sheriff  of  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid  and  of  the  county 
of  the  same  town,  to  be  continued  in  the  office  aforesaid  up  to 
the  aforesaid  Friday  next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the 
Apostle,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  the  Lord  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-nine.  And  thenceforth  one  other  fit 
person  shall  be  elected,  appointed  and  sworn  to  that  office. 
And  we  have  assigned,  named,  appointed  and  made  and  by 
these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  assign, 
name,  appoint  and  make  the  aforesaid  Richard  White  nomin- 
ated in  these  presents  to  be  mayor  of  the  burgesses  aforesaid, 
and  our  beloved  William  Brackstone,  Richard  Hunt,  Adam  de 
Cardonnel,  William  Lyne,  Elias  de  Grace,  the  said  Robert 
Vernon,  Robert  Gulliford,  Cornelius  Matcham,  John  Thorn- 
burgh,  William  Cropp,  William  Jolliffe  and  John  Lee,  to  be 
the  first  and  modern  aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid.  And  we 
have  assigned,  named,  and  made  and  by  these  presents  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  assign  and  name  and  make  our 
beloved  Jonathan  Ingles  and  Thomas  Barnard  to  be  the  first 
and  modern  bailiffs  of  the  town  aforesaid,  to  be  continued  in 
the  same  office  up  to  the  aforesaid  Friday  next  before  the  feast 
of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  afore- 
said, and  thenceforth  two  others  shall  be  elected  to  their  place 
in  due  manner.  And  we  have  assigned,  named,  appointed  and 
made,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we 
do  assign,  name,  appoint  and  make  the  aforesaid  John  Ingles, 

Thomas  Barnard  and  our  beloved  subjects Piccard, 

Leonard  Cropp,  Thomas  Bracebridge,  John  Gilbert,  Thomas 
Bower,  John  Fassitt,  James  Flower,  Edward  Fryer,  John  Green- 
wood and  William  Stokes  to  be  the  first  or  modern  burgesses 

s  In  the  mayoralty  of  John  Thornburgh,  in  1705,  It  was  ordered  that  a  statue  of  ner  majesty  Queen 
Anne  be  erected  over  the  Bargate  facing  English  (High)  Street,  and  that  a  sundial  be  placed  over  the 
statue.  The  above  date  and  mayor's  initials  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the  dial.  It  measured  out  for  the 
queen  below  little  more  than  a  hundred  years,  for  in  1809  her  memorial  was  dismounted  and  relegated 
to  a  niche  in  the  Guildhall,  where  it  may  still  be  seen,  and  the  present  statue  of  George  III,  imitated 
from  that  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian  in  the  British  Museum,  was  placed  in  its  stead.  It  was  the  gift  of 
John  Henry  Petty,  second  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  who,  presenting  it  to  the  Corporation,  described  the 
figure  as  "  bearing  no  mean  resemblance  to  his  majesty."  (Davies*  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  70.) 

<  John  Lee  and  Robert  Thorner  were  the  two  elders  of  the  first  minister  (Rev.  Nathaniel  Robinson) 
of  Above  Bar  Chapel,  founded  1688. 
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modernos  Burgenses  sive  Communes  Conciliar109  villae  predlctae. 
Acetiam  assignavimus  nominavimus  constituimus  et  fecimus  ac 
per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibns  et  Successor""13  nostris  assignamus 

nominamus   constituimus  et  facimus  predictnm Piccard 

fore  et  esse  primum  et  modernum  Supervisor61"  Custumarum  nostrorum 
in  villa  predicta  et  Port"  eiusdem.  Et  assignavimus  nominavimus 
constituimus  et  fecimus  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibus  et 
Successor11"13  nostris  assignamus,  nominamus  constituimus  et 
facimus  dilectum  nobls  Williamum  Pocock,1  fore  et  esse  primu™ 
et  modernu"1  Communem  Clericum  villae  predictae.  Et  ulterius 
volumus  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibns  et  Successoribus  nostris 
Concedim118  Maior1  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae  et  Suc- 
cessoribus suis  quod  Recordator  Aldermanni  Burgens68  sive  Co1"- 
munes  Consiliar11  Supervisor  Custumar11111  et  Couimnnis  Clericus 
villae  predictae  per  presentes  nomiuat1  et  constitut1  et  quilibet  eorum 
necnon  Maior  Recordator  Aldermanni  Vicecomes  Balliv1  Bur- 
genscs  sive  Commnnes  Conciliarii  supervisor  Custumarum  et  Commullis 
Clericus  villae  predictae  imposterum  nominand1  et  elegend1  continua- 
bunt  et  continuabit  in  respectivis  officiis  suis  durante  tal1  tempore 
et  in  tal1  modo  et  amobiles  et  depositi  amobilis  et  depositus 
erunt  et  erit  ab  Officio  suo  vel  ab  Officiis  suis  per  tales  personas 
eisdem  modo  et  forma  Qnod  pro  huiusmo(Ii  ratlonabiliter  (sic) 
Causa  prout  al"  in  Officiis  illis  respectiv6  antehac  continuaverunt 
aut  ab  eisdem  respective  amoti  fuerunt. 

Volumus  etiam  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredlbus  et  Suc- 
cessor^118 nostris  Concedimus  Maior1  Ballivis  et  Burgenslbus  villae 
predictae  et  Successor11'118  suis  qllod  Maior  Aldermanni  et  Communes 
Conciliar"  eiusdem  villae  pro  tempore  existentes  vel  maior  pars 
eorum  (quoru111  Maiorem  et  Recordatorem  vel  eius  Deputatum  pro 
tempore  existentes  duos  esse  volumus)  super  summonic'onem 
publicam  inde  fiendam  ad  hoc  congregat1  habeant  et  habebunt 
plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem  condend1  constituend1  et 
faciend1  de  tempore  in  tempus  Leges  Statuta  Instituc'ones 
Decret8  et  Ordinacjones  rationabiliter  in  script11  quaecumque  quae 
eis  aut  maiori  parti  eorum  ut  perfertur  bona  salubria  utilla  et 
necessaria  iuxta  eorum  sanas  discrec'ones  fore  videbuntur  pro 
bono  Regimine  et  gubernac'one  villae  predictae  ac  omnium  et 
singulorum  Officiariorum  Ministrorum  Artificiu"1  Inhabitantium  et 
Residentiu"1  quorumcunque  infra  villae  predictae  limit65  et  precinctns 


1  Mr.  Pocock  was  first  elected  town  clerk  in  January,  1668-9.  In  March,  1673-4,  he  was  required  to 
resign,  "because  his  other  business  took  him  off  from  his  attendance  on  the  affairs  of  the  corporation." 
(Speed.)  "In  1C99,  ordered  that  Mr.  William  Pocock  do  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  removed 
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or  common  councillors  of  the  town  aforesaid.  And  also  we 
have  assigned,  named,  appointed  and  made,  and  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  assign,  name, 

appoint  and  make  the  aforesaid Piccard  to  be  the 

first  and  modern  supervisor  of  our  customs  in  the  town  afore- 
said and  the  port  of  the  same.  And  we  have  assigned,  named, 
appointed  and  made,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  we  do  assign,  name,  appoint  and  make  our  beloved 
William  Pocock  to  be  the  first  and  modern  common  clerk  of 
the  town  aforesaid.  And  furthermore,  we  will,  and  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  grant  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors, 
that  the  recorder,  aldermen,  burgesses  or  common  councillors, 
the  supervisor  of  the  customs  and  the  common  clerk  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  by  these  presents  nominated  and  appointed, 
and  any  of  them,  also  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  sheriff, 
bailiffs,  burgesses  or  common  councillors,  the  supervisor  of  the 
customs  and  the  common  clerk  of  the  town  aforesaid  in  the 
future  to  be  nominated  and  elected,  shall  continue  in  their 
respective  offices  during  such  time  and  in  such  manner,  shall  be 
removed  and  deposed  from  their  offices  by  such  persons  in  the 
same  manner  and  form  as  for  such  reasonable  cause  as  others 
hitherto  have  continued  in  those  offices  respectively  or  have 
been  removed  from  the  same  respectively. 

We  will  also,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  we  grant  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  that  the  mayor,  aldermen 
and  common  councillors  of  the  same  town  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  greater  part  of  them  (of  whom  the  mayor  and  recorder, 
or  his  deputy  for  the  time  being,  we  wish  to  be  two),  upon  a 
public  notice  to  be  made  for  that  purpose  gathered,  may  and 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  of  establishing,  constituting 
and  making  from  time  to  time  any  laws,  statutes,  institutions, 
decrees  and  ordinances  reasonably  in  writing  whatsoever  as 
shall  seem  good,  salutary,  useful  and  necessary  to  them  or  to 
the  majority  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  in  accordance  with  their 
sound  discretion,  for  the  good  rule  and  government  of  the  town 
aforesaid  and  of  all  and  singular  the  officers,  servants,  artificers, 
inhabitants  and  residents  whatsoever  within  the  limits  of  the 


from  his  office  for  non-attendance  at  the  town  courts  and  for  not  entering  the  records,  and  for  setting 
the  mayor's  name,  without  his  leave,  to  a  return  of  a  writ  of  error."    (Speed). 
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eiusdem  ac  pro  declarac!one  quo  modo  et  ordine  iidem  Maior 
Ballivi  et  Burgens68  et  omnes  alii  Officiar11  Ministri  Artific63 
Inhabitante8  et  Residentes  villae  predictae  in  Officiis  Functionibus 
Minister1is  Artific118  et  negotiis  suis  infra  villain  predictam  et  limit68 
et  p^cinct^eiusdem  pro  tempore  existentes  sese  habebunt  gerent 
et  utentur  pro  ulterior6  bon°  publico  Co'"ull"'i  utilitate  et  bon° 
regimine  villae  predictao  ac  pro  victualac'one  eiusdem  ac  rebus  et 
causis  aliis  quibuscunque  villain  prcdictaui  tangentibns  seu  quoquo- 
modo  concernentibus.  Et  ea  vel  eorum  aliqua  sic  facta  de 
tempore  in  tempus  ad  eorum  vel  maiorem  part6111  eorum  (ut 
predlctnm  est)  libitum  mutare  et  alia  facere  ordinare  et  constituere 
Quodque  iidem  Maior  Aldermauui  et  Colnmuncs  Consiliarii  vel 
maror  pars  eorum  (quorum  Maiorem  et  Recordatoreni  villae 
pr*dictae  vel  eius  Deputat11"1  pro  tempore  existentem  duos  esse 
volumus)  quotiescunque  huinsmodi  Leges  Instituc'ones  iura 
Ordinac'on08  et  Constituc'oncs  fecerint  condiderint  vel  stabiliv- 
erint  in  forma  predicta  huiusmodi  et  taliu  p°enas  punic'on68  penal - 
ititat63  Fines  vel  amerciamenta  erga  et  super  omn'a  delinquentlu 
contra  hu'nsmodi  Leges  Iura  Ordinac'on68  et  Constituc'on6*  sive 
eorum  aliquod  vel  aliqua  qualia  et  quae  eisdem  Maiori  Aldernianuis 
et  Conimunibus  Consiliar"8  villllc  predictae  pro  tempore  existentibus 
vel  maiori  parti  eorum  (ut  predictum  est)  necessar6  opportun6 
et  requisit6  pro  observac!one  earund6"1  Legum  Constituc'onnm  et 
Ordinac'on111"  melius  fore  videbitur  ordinare  limittare  et  pro- 
videre  ac  eadem  Fines  et  Amerciament"  levare  habere  et  gaudere 
possint  et  valeant  ad  usum  pr<'fat"rui"  Maiorls  Ballivorum  et 
Burgensinm  villae  predictac  et  Successorum  suorum  absque  impedi- 
mento  nostri  heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  et  absque  aliquo 
Compnto  seu  aliquo  alio  nobis  heredibns  vel  Successor11™8  nostris 
inde  reddend0.  Quae  omnia  et  singul3  Leges  Iura  Ordinac'on6* 
et  Constituc!ones  sic  ut  perfertur  fienda  observari  volumus  sub 
p°ena  in  eisdcm  continenda.  Ita  tamen  quod  huiusmodi  Leges  Iura 
Ordinac'ones  et  Constituc'on05  p°enae  Fines  et  Amerciamenta  sint 
rationabilia  et  non  sint  repugnanda  nee  contrar1"  Legibus  Statutls 
Consuetudinibns  sive  luribus  huius  Regni  nostri  Angliae. 

Et  ulterius  de  uberiori  gratia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa  scientia 
et  mero  motu  nostris  Concedimus  Maior'  Ballivis  et  Burgensibu8 
villae  pred'ctae  et  Successoribus  suis  quod  dictus  Ricardus  White 


Burgesses  to  durante  tempore  Maioralitat18 

be  Justices. 


suae  et  Maior  eiusdem  villae  pro 
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town  aforesaid  and  the  precincts  of  the  same,  and  for  the  ex- 
position of  the  manner  and  order  in  which  the  same  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  all  other  officers,  servants,  artificers, 
inhabitants  and  residents  for  the  time  being  of  the  town  afore- 
said shall  behave,  conduct  and  bear  themselves  in  their  offices, 
functions,  services,  occupations  and  business  within  the  town 
aforesaid  and  the  limits  and  precincts  of  the  same,  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  public  good,  common  advantage  a"nd  good 
rule  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  for  the  provisioning  of  the  same, 
and  for  any  other  matters  or  causes  whatsoever  touching  or 
concerning  the  town  aforesaid.  And  these  laws  or  any  of  them 
thus  made  they  may  change  and  otherwise  make,  ordain  and 
constitute  from  time  to  time  according  to  the  pleasure  of  them 
or  of  the  majority  of  them.  And  that  the  same  mayor,  alder- 
men and  common  councillors,  or  the  majority  of  them  (of  whom 
we  will  that  the  mayor  and  the  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid, 
or  his  deputy  for  the  time  being,  be  two),  as  often  as  they  shall 
make,  produce  or  establish  such  laws,  institutions,  statutes, 
ordinances  and  constitutions  in  the  form  aforesaid,  such  and 
such  kinds  of  pains,  punishments,  penalties,  fines  or  amercia- 
ments  for  or  because  of  all  transgressions  against  such  laws, 
statutes,  ordinances  and  constitutions,  or  any  of  them,  as  and 
which  it  shall  seem  better  for  the  same  mayor,  aldermen  and 
common  councillors  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  majority  of  them  (as  aforesaid),  to  ordain,  limit  and 
provide  necessarily,  opportunely  and  requisitely  for  the  observ- 
ance of  the  same  laws,  constitutions  and  ordinances,  and  the 
same  fines  and  amerciaments  they  may  and  shall  have  power  to 
levy,  have  and  enjoy  to  the  use  of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  and  their  successors,  with- 
out hindrance  from  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  and  without 
rendering  any  account,  or  anything  else  to  us,  our  heirs  or 
successors.  All  and  singular  of  which  laws,  statutes,  ordinances 
and  constitutions  thus  to  be  made  as  aforesaid  we  wish  to  be 
observed  under  the  penalty  contained  in  the  same.  So  that 
however  such  laws,  statutes,  ordinances  and  constitutions, 
penalties,  fines  and  amerciaments  may  be  reasonable  and  may 
not  be  repugnant  or  contrary  to  the  laws,  statutes,  customs  or 
legal  decisions  of  this  our  realm  of  England. 

And  furthermore,  of  our  abundant  special  grace  and  from  our 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  grant  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  to  their 
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tempore  existen8  et  dictus  Thomas  Cooper  et  Recordator  et 
Deputat"s  Recordator  eiusdem  villne  pro  tempore  existen8  necnon 
diet1  Willchnus  Brackstone,  Ricardus  Hunt,  Adam  de  Cardinall  et 
Willellllus  Lyne,  quatuor  senior68  Alderninnni  p6r  prcsentes  nominat1  et 
constituf  et  quatuor  senior68  Aldermann1  pro  tempore  existentcs 
et  quatuor  de  Burgensibns  sive  Communibus  Consiliariis  villae  p'Mictac 
modo  ib'tiem  solito  eligend1  et  constituend1  sint  et  erint  de  cetero 
imperpetuum  lustitiar'1  nostri  ac  hered"1"  et  Successorum  nostrorum 
et  eorum  quilibet  sit  et  erit  lustitiar1118  noster  herednm  et  Success- 
orum nostrorum  ad  pacem  n08tram  ac  heredum  et  Successorum 
nostrorum  infra  villam  p'Mlctara  et  Comltatum  eiusdem  villac  et  libertateui 
et  prccinctum  eiusdem  conservandam  necnon  ad  Statuta  de 
Artificib"s  et  Laborator1busl  ponderibus  et  mensur182  infra  villaui 
predictam  i^er^em  et  precinctuni  eiuscjem  conservanda  et  custodiri 

facienda. 

Et  qllod  lusticiar11  ad  pacem  villac  prcdict«c  aut  aliqui  tres  vel 
plurcs  eorum  (quorum  Maiorem  vel  Recordator0"1  aut  eius 
Deputat"111  vel  senior6"1  Aldermannlini  villne  predlctae  pro  tempore 
existentcs  un"m  esse  volumus)  habeant  et  h!lbebunt  plenam  potcstatem 
et  authoritat6"1  ad  inquirend"111  de  quibuscumque  Transgress! onlbus 
Misprisionlbns  et  aliis  inferior113118  delict18  defect18  et  articul18  infra 
vill11"1  predictain  libertatcm  et  pvecinctum  eiusdem  factis  mot18  sive 
perpetratis  qu"e  coram  Custodibus  et  lustitiar118  pacis  in  aliquo 
Comitutu  RcSni  n,,stri  Angllae  pcr  Leges  et  Statut"  eiusdem  Regni 
ut  lustitiarii  pacis  inquiri  debent  aut  poterint  necnon  ad  omnla 
alla  faciend'1  et  exequenda  quae  ad  Officium  Iusticiarlorum  pacis 
pertinent.  Ita  tamen  quae  ad  determinac'onem  alicuius  Pre- 
dicts Murdri  seu  feloniae  vel  alicuius  alter1"8  materiae  tangent18 
amissionem  vitae  vel  membrorum  infra  villam  predictaul  Libertateni 
et  prpcinct"m  eiusdem  absque  speciali  mandato  nostro  hered"111 
vel  Successorum  n°8trorum  quoquomodo  imposteru"1  non  pro- 
cedant. 

Volumus  etiam  et  per  presentes  firmiter  iniungend""1  procipimus 
quod  diet"8  Ricanlus  White  in  presentibus  nominat"8  fore  Maior 
villae  prcdictae  antequam  ad  Execudon6"1  Offic11  Maioris  et  fiduclam 
lusticiar11  pacis  villae  prcdictac  admittatur  seperat0  (sic)  Sacra- 
ment"111 Corporal6  super  Sanctis  Dei  Evangelas  ad  Officium 


i  By  the  statute  of  2  and  3  Ed  ward  VI,  c.  15,  artificers  must  not  conspire  to  do  work  only  at  a 
certain  price.  By  S.  21  Henry  VIII,  a  foreign  artificer  may  not  keep  above  two  foreign  servants,  but 
he  may  keep  as  many  English  as  he  likes. 
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successors,  that  the  said  Richard  White  during  the  time  of  his 
mayoralty,  and  the  mayor  of  the  same  town  for  the  time  being, 
and  the  said  Thomas  Cooper  and  the  recorder  and  the  deputy 
recorder  of  the  same  town  for  the  time  being,  also  the  said 
William  Brackstone,  Richard  Hunt,  Adam  de  Cardonnell  and 
William  Lyne,  the  four  senior  aldermen  by  these  presents 
nominated  and  appointed,  and  the  four  senior  aldermen  for  the 
time  being,  and  four  of  the  burgesses  or  common  councillors  of 
the  town  aforesaid  in  the  mariner  there  accustomed  to  be 
elected  and  appointed,  may  and  shall  be  in  the  future  for  ever 
the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  and  any  one  of  them 
may  or  shall  -be  the  justice  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for 
preserving  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  within  the 
town  aforesaid  and  the  county  of  the  same  town  and  the 
liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same,  also  for  preserving  and 
causing  to  be  kept  the  statutes  of  artificers  and  labourers, 
weights  and  measures  within  the  town  aforesaid,  the  liberties 
and  precincts  of  the  same. 

And  that  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  town  aforesaid,  or 
any  three  or  more  of  them  (of  whom  we  will  that  the  mayor  or 
recorder  or  his  deputy,  or  the  senior  alderman  of  the  town 
aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  be  one),  may  and  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  inquire  of  any  transgressions,  mis- 
prisions  or  other  lighter  crimes,  faults  and  articles  within  the 
town  aforesaid,  the  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same,  done, 
moved  or  perpetrated,  which  ought  or  shall  be  able  to  be 
inquired  into  before  the  guardians  and  justices  of  the  peace  in 
any  county  of  our  realm  of  England  by  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  the  same  realm,  as  justices  of  the  peace  ;  also  for  doing  and 
carrying  out  all  other  matters  which  pertain  to  the  office  of 
justices  of  the  peace.  In  such  a  way,  however,  that  they  shall 
not  proceed  to  the  determining  of  any  treason,  murder  or  felony 
or  of  any  other  matter  touching  the  loss  of  life  or  limbs  within 
the  town  aforesaid,  the  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same 
without  special  mandate  from  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  in  any 
way  for  the  future. 

We  will  also  and  by  these  presents  firmly  order  it  to  be 
enjoined  that  the  said  Richard  White  nominated  in  these  pre- 
sents to  be  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid,  before  he  be  admitted 


2  By  S.  8  Henry  VI,  c.  5,  every  city,  borough  or  town  shall  h.ive  a  common  balance,  with  common 
weights  sealed,  uuder  penalty  of  £10  in  a  city,  £5  in  a  borough,  40/-  in  a  town. 
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take  the 

offlchebfefore 
the  Mayor. 


The  Mayor 
^Deputy6 


men. 


Maioris  et  fiduciam  lusticiar"  pacis  infra  villam  predlctam  congrua 
prestabit  coram  dictis  Willelmo  Brackstone,  Ricarflo  Hunt  et 
Adamo  de  Cardonell  aut  aliquo  eorum  quibus  quidem  personis 
aut  eorum  alicui  dand1  administrand1  et  requirend5  Sacramenti 
huinsmodi  plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem  damus  et  con- 
cedimus  per  presentes. 

Volumus  insuper  ac  per  presentes  ordinamus  et  precipimus 
quod  Recordator  Aldermanni,  vicecomes,  Ballivi,  Burgenscs  sive 
Co'"munes  Conciliar11,  supervisor  Custumar11'"  et  Cotmnunis 
Clericus  in  his  prcsentibus  no'^^at1  et  constitut1  antequam  ad 
execuc'on0111  Officiorum  suorum  et  fiduciam  Iustitiariorum  pacis 
respective  admittantur  seu  eorum  aliquis  admittatur  dictnm 
Sacramentum  Corporal6  super  Sanctis  dei  Evangel"8  ad  respectiva 
Offic™  et  Fiduc'as  suas  bene  et  fideliter  exequend'1  prestabunt 
et  eorum  quilibet  prostabit  coram  diet0  Ricardo  White  cuiquidem 
Ricardo  White  dandi  administrand1  et  requirend1  tal'a  Sacra- 
ment11 personalia  et  Officiariis  predictis  et  cuilibet  eorum  respectiv6 
plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem  damus  et  concedimus  per 
presentes. 

Et  ulterius  concedimns  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae 
predintae  et  Successor11""  suis  quod  si  ac  quoties  contigerit  Maior01" 


The 

meaCy°rappoint 
a  Deputy. 


predictae  pro  tempore  existentem  adeo  egritudine  laborare  ut 
necessaria  negotia  villac  prpdictac  intendere  non  possit  aut  e 
villa  prcdi(!ta  pro  aliqu*  Causa  rationabiliter  egredi  quod  tune  et 
toties  liceat  et  licebit  Maiori  eiusdem  villae  pro  tempore 
existen11  facere  et  constituere  unum  ex  Aldcrinaunis  villae  prMk'tae 
fore  et  esse  Deputat""1  Maioris  villae  predictae  pro  aliqu11  Causa 
ratlonabirter  egredi  quod  tune  et  toties  liceat  et  licebit  Maiori 
eiusdem  villae  constituent  (sic)  o"'nia  et  singul'1  quae  ad  Officium 
MaiorIS  eiusdem  villae  pcrtinent  et  pertinere  debent  facienda  et 
exequend8  facere  et  exequi  valeat  et  possit  adeo  plene  libere 
et  integre  ac  in  tarn  amplis  modo  et  forma  prout  Maior  villae 
prcdiotae  pro  tempore  existens  si  praesens  esset  facere  et  exequi 
poterit  aut  valerit. 

Acetiam  volumus  ac  per  presentes  pr"  nobis  heredibns  et  Suc- 
cessoribus  nostris  Concedim118  Maior1  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae 
p«-ditltllp  et  Successoribus  suis  q"°d  liceat  et  licebit  prcfatis  Thomae 
Cooper  et  Recordat01'1  villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existen"  toties 
quoties  ipsi  conveniens  videbitur  facere  et  constituere  unnm 
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to  the  execution  of  the  office  of  mayor  and  to  the  trust  of 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  town  aforesaid,  shall  take  separately 
his  bodily  oath  in  seemly  fashion  upon  the  Holy  Gospels  of  God 
for  the  office  of  mayor  and  for  the  trust  of  justice  of  the  peace 
within  the  town  aforesaid,  before  the  said  William  Brackstone, 
Richard  Hunt  and  Adam  de  Cardonell,  or  before  any  of  those 
to  whom  by  these  presents  we  give  and  grant  full  power  and 
authority  of  giving  and  administrating  and  requiring  such  oath. 

We  will,  moreover,  and  by  these  presents  ordain  and  enjoin 
that  the  recorder,  aldermen,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses  or  com- 
mon councillors,  the  supervisor  of  customs  and  common  clerk, 
nominated  and  appointed  in  these  presents,  before  they  shall  be 
respectively  admitted  to  the  execution  of  their  offices  and  to  the 
trust  of  justices  of  the  peace,  or  before  any  one  of  them  be 
admitted,  shall  one  and  all  take  the  said  bodily  oath  upon  the 
Holy  Gospels  of  God  for  discharging  their  respective  offices  and 
trusts  well  and  faithfully,  before  the  said  Richard  White,  to 
whom  we  give  and  grant,  by  these  presents,  full  power  and 
authority  of  giving,  administrating  and  requiring  such  personal 
oaths  to  the  officers  aforesaid  and  any  one  of  them. 

And  furthermore,  we  grant  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors,  that  if  and  as 
often  as  it  shall  happen  that  the  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid 
for  the  time  being  shall  become  invalidated  from  being  able  to 
proceed  with  the  necessary  business  of  the  town  aforesaid,  or 
from  reasonably  departing  from  the  town  aforesaid  for  any 
cause,  that  then  and  so  often  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
mayor  of  the  same  town  for  the  time  being  to  make  and  appoint 
one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid  to  be  the  deputy 
mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid  to  issue  from  the  town  reasonably 
for  any  cause  as  then  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  the  mayor 
of  the  same  town,  in  order  to  settle  all  and  singular  which  per- 
tains and  ought  to  pertain  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  same 
town  to  be  done  and  performed,  and  so  that  he  may  and  can  do 
and  perform  such  things  as  fully,  freely  and  wholly,  and  in  such 
ample  mode  and  form,  as  the  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the 
time  being  shall  be  able  and  may  do  and  perform  if  he  be  present. 

And  also  we  will  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  we  grant  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors,  that  it  may  and  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Cooper,  and  for  the  recorder  of 
the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  so  often  as  it  shall  seem 
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probum  et  discretnm  virum  in  Legibus  Angliae  erudit™  fore  et 
esse  Deputat™  Recordator18  villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existen118 
continuandnm  in  eodeni  Officio  durante  beneplacito  Recordator18 
einsdem  villae  pro  tempore  existentis.  Et  ea  omnia  et  singul* 
quae  ad  Officlnm  Recordator18  villae  predictnp  pertinent  sen  pertinere 
debent  facienda  et  exequend*  facere  et  exequi  valeat  et  possit 
adeo  plene  libere  et  integre  ac  in  tarn  amplis  modo  et  forma 
prout  Recordator  eiusdem  villae  pro  tempore  existens  si  praesens 
esset  facere  et  exequi  valeat  et  possit.  Proviso  semper  ac  per 
presentes  pro  nob18  heredibus  et  Successoribns  nostris  precipim"s 
qnod  Deputat"8  Maior18  et  Deputat"8  Recordator18  sic  deputand1 
et  constituend1  anteq"am  ad  execuc'on6111  Officiorum  suorum  et 
fiduciarn'n  suarum  admittantur  vel  alter  eorum  admittatnr  Sacra- 
ment™" pro  debita  execuc'o"e  Officiorum  suorum  facient  et 
prestabunt  faciet  et  prestabit  coram  Maior6  villae  predlctae  pro 
tempore  existente  Cuiquidem  Maiori  hulusmodl  Sacrament1  dandj 
administrand1  et  requirend1  Plenai"  petestatem  et  authoritatem 
darn"8  et  concedim"3  per  presentes. 

On  death  or       Et   preterea   volumus   et    pro    nobis   heredibns    et  Successorlbns 
anTofficer    n°Stris  damtlS  et  concedim118  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgenslbns  villae 
another  to'    predlctae  et  Successoribns  suis  qnod  Commune  Consiliu"1  villae  prcdlctac 
?neman8n?r     assemblatura  in  aliquo  loco  convenient6  infra  villnm  predittam  vel 
used  during   maior  pars  eorum  de  tempore  in  tempus  perpetuis  futuris  temp- 
seven  years,  oribus  potcstatem  et  authoritatem   habeant   et   habebunt  annuatim 
et  quolibet  Anno  impcrpetuum    in  die  veneris  proximo  ante  Fest"1" 
Sancti   Mathei  Apostoli   eligend1  et  no'Vand1  et   q"°d  eligere  et 
nominare  possint  un™  de  Aldermannis  villae  predlrtac  qui  erit  Maior 
villae   predictae   pro  uno   anno    integro    tune    proximo  sequente    Qui- 
quidem    sit    elect"'   et    no'"inatus   ad    Officium  predictum   respectiva 
Officiu111  vel  Officia  ad  quod  vel  quae  electi  sint  vel  erint  elect"8 
sit    vel   erit   exercere   et   exequi    valeant   et   possint   valeat  et 
possit   pro  uno  anno  integro  extunc  proxlmo  sequente   et   abinde 
quousque   ad  in  Offic'1""  illnd  respectiv13  modo  et  forma  predlctls 
elect1    et  prefecf  fuerint  nisi    interim   pro   aliqu"  causa  r^'onabil1 
vel  modo  et  forma  inferius  mendonat18  amoti   sint  et  erint  vel 
amot"9  sit  et  erit  Et  si  contigerit  aliquem  Maiorem,  Recordatoreni, 
vicecomltcm,     Supervisor01"     Custumnrnm,     Comnmnem     CFicu"'    et 
aliquem    vel    aliquos   Alder"llinnorum    Ballivorum    aut    Burgensil!1" 
sive    Communlum    Consiliarlorm"    villae    predlctne    pro    tempore    ex- 
istentiimi  obire  sen  ab  Officio  suo   vel   ab  Officils   suis  amoved 
vel   decedere   qu"d    tune   et    in    quolibet   tal1   casu    allae   idoneae 
personae  vel  alia  idonea  persona  eligetur  iurabitur  et  constituetur 
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convenient  to  him,  to  make  and  appoint  one  honest  and  discreet 
man  learned  in  the  laws  of  England  to  be  the  deputy  of  the 
recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  to  be  con- 
tinued in  the  same  office  during  the  good  pleasure  of  the 
recorder  of  the  same  town  for  the  time  being.  And  that  he  may 
and  can  do  and  perform  all  and  singular  which  pertains  or  ought 
to  pertain  to  the  office  of  recorder  of  the  town  aforesaid  to  be 
done  and  performed  as  fully,  freely  and  wholly,  and  in  such 
ample  mode  and  form,  as  the  recorder  of  the  same  town  for  the 
time  being  may  and  can  do  and  perform  if  he  were  present. 
Provided  always  and  by  the  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, we  ordain  that  the  deputy  of  the  mayor  and  the  deputy 
of  the  recorder  thus  deputed  and  appointed,  before  they  or  either 
of  them  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of  their  offices  and  trusts, 
shall  take  and  confirm  their  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  their 
offices  before  the  mayor  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being, 
to  which  mayor  we  give  and  grant  by  these  presents  full  power 
and  authority  of  giving,  administrating  and  requiring  such  oath. 
And  moreover,  we  will  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
we  give  and  grant  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the 
town  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors,  that  the  common  council 
of  the  town  aforesaid,  assembled  in  any  convenient  place  within 
the  town  aforesaid,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  from  time  to 
time  for  ever  in  the  future,  may  and  shall  have  power  and 
authority  annually,  and  in  any  year  in  the  future,  on  the  Friday 
next  before  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle,  of  electing  and 
nominating,  and  that  they  may  elect  and  nominate,  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  town  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  mayor  of  the  town 
aforesaid  for  one  whole  year  then  next  ensuing ;  who  may  be 
elected  and  nominated  to  the  office  or  offices  aforesaid  respec- 
tively to  which  he  or  they  may  or  shall  be  elected,  and  may  or 
can  execute  and  pursue  the  same  for  one  whole  year  thence  next 
ensuing  and  henceforth  as  long  as  they  have  been  elected  and 
appointed  to  that  office  in  the  respective  mode  and  form  afore- 
said, unless  in  the  meantime,  for  any  reasonable  cause  or  mode 
or  form  below  mentioned,  he  or  they  may  or  shall  be  removed. 
And  if  it  shall  happen  that  any  mayor,  recorder,  sheriff,  super- 
visor of  customs,  common  clerk  or  any  one  or  more  of  the 
aldermen,  bailiffs  or  burgesses  or  common  councillors  of  the 
town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being  shall  die  or  be  removed  or 
retire  from  his  or  their  office  or  offices,  that  then  and  in  any  such 
case  other  suitable  person  or  persons  shall  be  elected,  sworn  and 
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Lawful  for 
the  King, 
by  order, 
and  under 
Seal  of  Privy 
Council,  to 
remove 
any  Officer 
or  Burgess. 


elegent"r  iurabuntur  et  constituent"  pro  talibu8  person19  et  in  tal1 
loco  modo  et  forma  et  pro  tal1  tempore  prout  in  villa  predicta 
in  ea  parte  preantea  per  spaciu'11  septem  annor11"1  iam  ultime 
elapsorui"  consuet'  sint  sub  Provisionibus  tamen  in  his  pre- 
sentibus  inferius  menc'onat18  et  specincatls. 

Proviso  semper  et  pcr  presentes  pro  nob19  herediblls  et  Suc- 
cessor11"19 nostris  precipimlls  et  mandamus  q"°d  quilibet  Maior  et 
Recordator  Alderman1"  vicecom08  Balliv1  Burgenscs  sive  Communfs 
Consiliarii  supervisor  Custumarum  et  Co"nminis  Clericus  imposter111" 
no'"inand1  eligend1  et  constituend1  anteq"am  ad  execuc'on01" 
Officiorum  et  Fiduciarum  suarum  respectiv6  admittunt"r  seu  eorum 
aliquis  admittatur  Sacrament""1  Corporal6  super  sancta  dei 
Evangel1'1  ad  respectiva  Officia  sua  et  Fiducias  suas  bene  et 
fidele  exequend8  respective  prestabunt  et  eorum  quilibet  prestabit 
coram  tallbl13  personis  vel  persona  coram  quibus  sacrament"  pro 
debit'"1  execuefone  Officiorum  suorum  respectiv0  antehac  prestari 
solebant  quibus  pcrsonis  diet"111  sacramentnm  porsonls  et  Officiar118 
predict15  imposter"111  eligendis  et  constituendis  dand1  administrand1 
et  requirend'  plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem  pro  nobis  heredlbns 
et  Successor1"11"  nostris  damus  et  concedimns  por  presentes.  Proviso 
etiam  ac  pleiv1"1  potcstatem  et  author! tatem  nobis  heredibus  et 
Successoribus  nostris  por  presentes  Reservamus  de  tempore  in 
tempus  et  ad  omnia  tempora  imposter"111  ad  Maior0111  Record- 
ator0111 vicecom110"1  Deputat11111  Maior19  Deputat"1"  Recordatoris 
Supervisore:n  Custumarni11  Co"nmillem  Clcricum  et  aliquem  vel 
aliquor"111  Alder:"!1""°rum  Iusticiarioruili  Ballivorum  vel  Burgens1"1" 
aut  Communinni  Concillarior""1  eiusdei!1  villae  aut  allorui"  Officiariorui" 


villae  predictl  :  pro  tempore  existentlnin  ad  libitu"1  et  beneplacitum 
nostrum  heredu:"  et  Successorum  pcr  aliquem  Ordin0111  nostruni 
hered"'11  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  in  Privato  Consilio  fact"11' 
et  sub  Sigillo  Privati  Consil11  predlctl  eisdem  respective 
significatnm  amovend03  et  amotum  et  amotos  esse  declarandos. 
Et  quoties  nos  hered08  vel  Successor08  nostri  per  aliquem  taleui 
Ordinem  in  Privato  Consilio  fact'1"'  declarabimus  vel  declara- 
bunt  huiu9mo(1i  Maior01"  Deputat111"  Maior18  Recordator0"1  Depu- 
tat""1 Recordator"  vicecomitcni  supcrvisorei"  Custumarnni  Co"'n'""em 
CFicum  et  aliquem  vel  aliquos  lusticiar™  Ald°rma""orum 
Ballivorum  vel  Burgens1""1  aut  Commiinilim  Consiliar1^""1  aut 
aliorum  officiar10"1"1  eiusdem  villac  pro  tempore  existentium  fore  et 
esse  amotu111  vel  amotos  a  respectiv18  Officiis  suis  Quod  tune  et 
extunc  Maior  Deputat"8  Maior18  Recordator  Deputat"8  Record- 
ator18, Supervisor  Custumarni11  Conimn"is  Clericus  et  aliquis  vel 
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appointed  for  such  persons  in  such  place,  mode  and  form,  and 
for  such  time  as  have  been  accustomed  in  the  town  aforesaid  for 
the  space  of  the  previous  seven  years  now  last  elapsed,  under 
the  provisions,  however,  below  mentioned  and  specified  in  these 
presents. 

Provided  always  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  we  ordain  and  command  that  any  mayor  and 
recorder,  aldermen,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses  or  common  coun- 
cillors, supervisor  of  customs  and  common  clerk,  in  the  future  to 
be  nominated,  elected  and  appointed,  before  they  or  any  of  them 
are  admitted  respectively  to  the  execution  of  their  offices  and 
trusts,  shall  respectively  take  their  corporal  oath  upon  the  Hoi)' 
Gospels  of  God  to  carry  out  well  and  faithfully  their  respective 
offices  and  trusts,  before  such  person  or  persons  before  whom 
oaths  were  accustomed  to  be  taken  hitherto  respectively  for  the 
due  execution  of  their  offices,  to  which  persons  we  give  and 
grant  by  these  presents  full  power  and  authority  for  us,  our 
heirs  and  successors,  of  giving,  administrating  and  requiring 
the  said  oath  to  the  persons  and  officers  aforesaid  for  the  future 
to  be  elected  and  appointed.  Provided  also  we  reserve  full 
power  and  authority  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  by  these 
presents  from  time  to  time  to  remove  and  declaring  to  be 
removed  from  office  the  mayor,  recorder,  sheriff,  deputy  of  the 
mayor,  deputy  of  the  recorder,  supervisor  of  customs,  common 
clerk  and  any  one  or  more  of  the  aldermen,  justices,  bailiffs  or 
burgesses  or  common  councillors  of  the  same  town  or  of  the 
other  officers  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  at  the 
goodwill  and  pleasure  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  by  any 
order  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  made  in  our  privy  council, 
and  signified  to  the  same  respectively  under  the  seal  of  the 
privy  council  aforesaid.  And  as  often  as  we,  our  heirs  or  suc- 
cessors, shall  declare  by  any  such  order  made  in  our  privy 
council  that  such  mayor,  deputy  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  deputy 
of  the  recorder,  sheriff,  supervisor  of  customs,  common  clerk  or 
any  one  or  more  of  the  justices,  aldermen  or  burgesses  or  com- 
mon councillors,  or  of  the  other  officers  of  the  same  town  for 
the  time  being,  shall  be  removed  from  their  respective  offices, 
that  then  and  thenceforth  the  mayor,  deputy  of  the  mayor, 
recorder,  deputy  of  the  recorder,  the  supervisor  of  customs,  the 
common  clerk  or  any  one  or  more  of  the  justices,  aldermen, 
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aliqui  Iusticiariornm  Aldermannorum  Ballivorum  vel  Burgens1™  aut 

Communinm  Conciliariornm  aut  aliornm  Officiariornin  villae  predictae  sic 

amotus  vel  amot'  esse  declarat1  sive  declarand1  a  seperalibus  et 

respectivis  Officiis  suis  ipso  facto  et  sine  aliquo  ulterior6  process" 

realiter  et  ad  omnem  Intenc'on6"1  et  perposita  quaecumque  amotus 

sit  et  erit  amoti   sint  et   erint    aliquo    in  contrarinm    inde  non 

obstante.     Et  tune  et  in  tal1  casu  infra  conveniens  tempus  post 

hutasmodi  amoc'on6"1  vel  amoc'ones  allft  idonea  persona   vel   aliae 

idoneae  personae  in  Locum  et  Officium  Loca  et  Officia  personae 

vel  personarum  sic  amotac  vel  amotarum  eligetur  et  constituetur 

eligentur  et  constituentur  et  eligi  et  constitui  possit  et  possint 

secund""1  tenorem  et  appunctuac'onem  harum  Litterarum  Paten  - 

within1'         tium.       Proviso    ulterius    quod    si    aliquando    imposterum    infra 

twenty  days  viginti  dies  post  hulMmo*i  amoc'onem  sive  amoc'ones  alicuius 

removal  or    sive  aliquorum   Maiorls  Deputat1  Maioris  Recordator1*  Deputat' 

death,  on       Recordatoris    vicecomltls    Iusticiariorum    Aldermann0""11    Ballivoruul 

mandatory1"8  Supervisor"  Custumarum  Burgensium  aut  Communium  Consiliariornm 


vel  C°U1'  UUis  Clericl  aut  all°rnm  Officiarlornm  villae  predictae  ab  Officiis 
the  vacant     suis  respectiv6  predictis  aut  post  mortem  sive  decess""1  eorundem  aut 
places'          aliquorum  eorum   reliqui  de  Maior6  Alder"luunis  et  Burgensibns  de 
Co'^un1  Consil10  villae   predictae   pro   tempore   existentibns   p^cept1 
sive  mandati  fuerunt  per  Litteras  Mandatorias  nostri  seu  heredu™ 
vel   Successorum   nostrorum   sub   Sigillo    sive    Signeto   Manual' 
nostri    heredum    vel    Successorum    nostrorum    iisdem    reliqui    de 
Maior6   Alder"1!muis   et    Burgens1bus    de    Co'^mun1    Consilio   villae 
predict"e  direct5  sive  dirigend1  eligere  admittere  et  iurare  aliquam 
aliam    personam    vel    aliquas   al'as    personas    nominac'onis    nostri 
heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  ad  et  in  seperal'a  et  respectiv8 
loca  et  Officia  sive  locum  aut  Officium  alicuius  vel  aliquarum 
personarum  sic  inde  amotarnm  mort6  seu  decessn  ut  perfertur  quod 
tune  et  toties  liceat  et  licebit  iisdem  Maiori  Aldermauilis  et  Com- 
And  how-      nrun'  Consilio  villac  predlctae  pro  tempore  existentib  ls  (quam  pauci 
the  number    in  numero  iisdem  (sic)  esse  acciderint)  aut  maiori  parti  eorund6"1 


Qul    suPer    publicam     notitiam     sive    su^monic'cnem     adtunc 
notice,  law-   interesse  voluerint  eligere  et  admittere  ac  iidem  per  prosentes 
requiruntur  eligere  et  admittere  quemlibet  tal6"1  respectivam  per- 


or  persons     sonam  sive  personas  respectivns  ad  et  in  locum  aut  Officiu"1  sive 

the  letters     loca  aut  Officia  predicta  personaru"1  sive  person116  respectiv86  sic 

mandatory.   m(^e  amotari""  mort6  sive  decess"  prout  in  eo  casu  de  tempore  in 

tempus   posthac    per    huiusmo(1i    Litteras    Mandatorias    respectiv6 

nominatae  sive  appunctuat"6  sint  vel  erint  et  quod  in  tal1  casu 
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bailiffs  or  burgesses  or  common  councillors,  or  of  any  officers  of 
the  town  aforesaid,  declared  or  to  be  declared  to  have  been 
removed  from  their  separate  or  respective  offices,  ipso  facto  and 
without  any  further  process,  really  and  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses whatsoever  may  be  and  shall  be  removed,  anything  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  And  then  and  in  such  case,  within 
a  convenient  time  after  such  removal  or  removals,  other  suitable 
person  or  persons  shall  ^and  may  be  elected  and  appointed  to  the 
place  and  office,  places  and  offices  of  the  person  or  persons  thus 
removed  in  accordance  with  the  tenor  and  appointment  of  these 
letters  patent.  Provided  furthermore  that  if  at  any  time  in  the 
future  within  twenty  days  after  such  removal  or  removals  of 
any  mayor,  deputy  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  deputy  of  the 
recorder,  sheriff,  justices,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  supervisor  of  cus- 
toms, burgesses  or  common  councillors  or  common  clerk,  or  of 
other  officers  of  the  town  aforesaid  from  their  offices  respectively 
aforesaid,  or  after  the  death  or  decease  of  the  same  or  of  any  of 
them,  the  remainder  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses  of 
the  common  council  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being 
have  been  informed  or  ordered  by  the  letters  mandatory  of  us  or 
our  heirs  or  successors,  under  the  seal  or  sign  manual  of  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors  to  the  same,  the  remainder  of  the  mayor, 
aldermen  and  burgesses  of  the  common  council  of  the  town 
aforesaid  directed  to  elect,  admit  and  swear  any  other  person  or 
persons  of  the  nomination  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  to  and 
into  the  separate  and  respective  places  and  offices  or  place  or 
office  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  persons  thus  thence  removed  by 
death  or  decease,  as  aforesaid,  that  then  and  so  often  it  may 
and  shall  be  lawful  for  the  same  mayor,  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being  (however  few 
in  number  the  same  shall  chance  to  be),  or  for  the  majority  of 
the  same  who  upon  public  notice  or  summons  shall  will  to  be 
present  at  the  time,  to  elect  and  admit,  and  the  same  by  these 
presents  are  required  to  elect  and  admit  any  such  person  or 
persons  respectively  to  and  into  the  place  or  office,  or  places  or 
offices  aforesaid,  of  the  person  or  persons  respectively  thus  thence 
removed  by  death  or  decease,  as  in  that  case  from  time  to  time 
hereafter  by  such  letters  mandatory  may  or  shall  be  respectively 
nominated  or  appointed,  and  that  in  such  case  any  election  or 
admission  held  or  to  be  held  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  these 
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Elections 
contrary  to 
the  tenor 
of  these 
presents 
void. 

The  Mayor, 
etc.,  thus 
elected, 
shall  enjoy 
office  aa 
freely  as 
any  other 
Mayor,  etc. 


Dispensation 
to  all  Officers 
and  Bur- 
gesses from 
taking  the 
Oath  of 
the  King's 
Supremacy, 
and  the 
Oath  of 
Allegiance, 
etc. 


quaelibet  Electro  sive  admissio  habita  seu  habenda  contra  tenorem 
harum  presentium  aut  exigentiam  predictar"m  Lltterarum  Manda- 
toriarni"  ad  omnem  Intenc'on6"1  et  proposit11  quaecunque  vacua  et 
nullius  vigoris  erit. 

Etiam  per  presentes  pro  nobis  heredibns  et  Successoribus  nostris 
damus  et  concedimus  Maiori  Alderniaunis  et  Co'"muni  Consil10 
villae  predictae  pro  tempore  existentlbns  aut  talibus  eorum  per  quos 
tal19  Elect'o  aut  admissio  secund""1  veram  Intenc'onem  harum 
presentiu'!I  hflbita  et  facta  sit  et  erit  plen111"  potest!ltem  et  authorit- 
atem  administrand1  Sacrament1  Offic11  sive  Officiorum  cuilibet 
Maior1  Deputat0  Maioris  Recordator1  Deputat0  Recordatoris  vice- 
comm  supervisor1  Custuniarni"  Co'"muni  Clerico  et  alicui  vel 
aliquibus  Iusticiarils  Aldermannls  Ballivis  aut  Burgensibus  sive 
Communiblls  Consiliariis  aut  alils  Officiariis  villae  predictae  sic  ut 
prefertur  electls  aut  admiss18  sive  elegendis  aut  admittend13  infra 
eandcm  villam  necnon  qnod  quilibet  Maior  Deputat"8  Maioris 
Recordator  Deputat"8  Recordator18  vicecomes  Supervisor  Cus- 
tumnru,n  c^mm^  CPicus  et  aliquis  vel  aliqui  lusticiar11  Alder- 
mann1  Balliv1  aut  Burgens68  sive  Communes  Consiliar11  vel  al11 
Officiar11  villae  predictaa  sic  ut  prefertur  elect1  admiss1  et  iurat1  sive 
imposteru"1  eligend1  admittend1  aut  iurand1  seperalia  sua  re- 
spectiva  Officia  predlcta  seu  Officium  predktum  infra  villain  predictai" 
habere  gaudere  et  exercere  possit  et  valeat  sive  possint  et  valeant 
adeo  plene  et  integre  ac  in  tarn  amplis  modo  et  forma  ad  omnia 
proposita  et  intenc'on01"  quaecunque  sicut  aliquis  allns  Maior 
Deputat"8  Maior18  Recordator  Deputat118  Recordator18  vicecomes 
Supervisor  Custumarnnl  Commnnis  Clericus  et  aliquis  vel  aliqui 
lustitiar"  Aldermann1  Balliv1  aut  Burgenses  sive  Communes  Con- 
siliar11 aut  al"  Officiar11  infra  eandem  villa>"  in  ullo  alio  modo 
elect1  admiss1  et  iurat1  sive  in  futur0  eligend118  admittend"8  aut 
iurand"8  possit  aut  valeat  (aliquo  alio  modo  aut  forma  Elecc'onis 
admissionis  vel  lurament1  in  presentibus  superius  script18  vel  infra 
vill1""  predictam  antehac  usitat18  in  Contrar1"'"  huius  in  aliquo  non 
obstante). 

Et  ulterius  pro  diversis  Causis  et  Consideradonibus  Nos  ad 
hoc  specialiter  moven8  de  gratla  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa 
scientia  et  mero  motu  nostris  et  virtute  Prerogativae  nostrae  Regiae 
D^pensavimus  pardonavimus  remisimus  et  exoneravimus  ac  per 
p'esentes  pro  nobis  heredibns  et  Successor11"18  nostris  dispensamus 
pardonamn8  remittimus  et  exoneramus  predict08  Ricardum  White, 
Thomam  Cooper,  Willelraum  Brackstone,  Ricardum  Hunt,  Adamnra 
de  Cardinall,  Willelmum  Lyne,  Eliam  de  Gratia,  Robertum 
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presents,  or  to  the  demand  of  the  aforesaid  letters  mandatory 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Also  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  give 
and  grant  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  council  of  the 
town  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  and  to  such  of  them  by  whom 
such  election  or  admission  in  accordance  with  the  true  intention 
of  these  presents  may  and  shall  be  held  and  made,  full  power 
and  authority  of  administrating  the  oath  of  office  or  offices  to 
any  mayor,  deputy  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  deputy  of  the  recorder, 
sheriff,  supervisor  of  customs,  common  clerk,  and  to  any  one  or 
more  of  the  justices,  aldermen,  bailiffs  or  burgesses  or  common 
councillors,  or  to  other  officers  of  the  town  aforesaid,  as  before 
mentioned,  elected  or  admitted,  or  to  be  elected  or  admitted 
within  the  same  town,  also  that  any  mayor,  deputy  of  the  mayor, 
recorder,  deputy  of  the  recorder,  sheriff,  supervisor  of  customs, 
common  clerk,  and  any  one  or  more  of  the  justices,  aldermen, 
bailiffs  or  burgesses,  or  common  councillors  or  other  officers  of 
the  town  aforesaid,  as  before  mentioned,  elected,  admitted  and 
sworn,  or  in  the  future  to  be  elected,  admitted  or  sworn,  may 
and  shall  hold,  enjoy  and  exercise  these  separate  office  or  offices 
respectively  aforesaid  within  the  town  aforesaid,  as  fully  and 
wholly  and  in  such  ample  mode  and  form  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  whatsoever  as  any  other  mayor,  deputy  of  the  mayor, 
recorder,  deputy  of  the  recorder,  sheriff,  supervisor  of  customs, 
common  clerk,  or  any  one  or  more  of  the  justices,  aldermen, 
bailiffs  or  burgesses,  or  common  councillors  or  other  officers 
within  the  same  town  in  any  other  way  may  and  shall  be 
elected,  admitted  and  sworn,  or  in  the  future  to  be  elected, 
admitted  or  sworn  (any  other  mode  or  form  of  election,  admission 
or  swearing  in  these  presents  above  written  or  within  the  town 
aforesaid,  hereafter  used  on  the  contrary  of  this  in  any  way 
notwithstanding). 

And  furthermore,  for  divers  causes  and  considerations,  we 
moving  specially  to  this,  of  our  special  grace  and  from  our 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  and  by  virtue  of  our  royal 
prerogative,  have  dispensed,  pardoned,  remitted  and  exonerated, 
and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  dis- 
pense, pardon,  remit  and  exonerate  the  aforesaid  Richard  White, 
Thomas  Cooper,  William  Brackstone,  Richard  Hunt,  Adam  de 
Cardonell,  William  Lyne,  Elias  de  Grace,  Robert  Vernon,  Robert 


CHARTERS    OF   SOUTHAMPTON. 


Vernon,  Robertum  Gulliford,  Cornelium  Macham,  Johannem 
Thornburgh,  Wille""um  Cropp,  Willclmum  Jolliffe,  Johannem 
Lee,  Jonathan  Ingles,  Thomam  Barnard,  Piccard, 

Leonard""1  Cropp,  Thomam  Bracebridge,  Johannem  Gilbert, 
Thomam  Bower,  Johannem  Fassett,  Jacobu™  Flower,  Edwardum 
Fryer,  Johannem  Greenwood,  Willelmum  Stokes  et  Willelmum 
Pocock,  existentes  Maiorem  Recordatorem  vicecomitem  Alderffiannos 
Balliv08  supervisor601  Custumaruni  Burgenscs  sive  Communrs  Con- 
ciliarios  et  Couimnnem  Clericum  villae  predictac  in  presentibus 
nominat03  et  quemlibet  eorum  et  quemlibet  alium  sive  alios 
huinsmodi  Official03  et  omnes  alios  Officiarios  sive  Ministr03  infra 
eandem  villam  in  futuro  nominand03  eligend08  vel  admittend08 
de  et  ab  omn1  prestacione  et  recepc'one  lurament1  Primaciae 
Anglice  "  the  Oath  of  Supremacy  "  *  menc'onat1  in  quodam 
Actn  Parliament1  Dominae  Elizabethae  nuper  Angliae  Reginae 
Anno  Regni  sui  primo  seu  in  aliquo  alio  Statute  sive  Actn 
Parliament1.  Ac  etiam  de  et  (ab)  prestac'one  et  recepc'one 
lurament1  Ligeantiae  Anglice  "  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  or 
Obedience  "  2  mentionat1  seu  express1  in  quoddam  Act"  Parlia- 
ment1 fact0  in  Parliament0  Domini  Jacobi  primi  Avi  nostri  nuper 
Regis  Angliae  Anno  Regni  sui  tertio  tent0  seu  in  aliquo  alio 
Statuto  sive  Act"  Parliament1  Acetiam  de  et  ab  prestac'one  et 
recepc'one  lurament1  menc'onat1  et  content1  in  quodam  Statut0 
fact0  in  Parliament"  Domini  Caroli  Secundi  nuper  Regis  Angliae 
Anno  Regni  sui  decimo  tertio  tent0  Intitulat0  "  an  Act  for  the 
well  governing  and  regulateing  of  Corpora^ons."  3  Acetiam 
de  et  ab  omn1  Recepc'on6  Sacrament1  C°enae  Dominicae  Ang*ce 
"  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  "  secundlim  rit"m  seu  usnm 
Ecclesiae  Anglicanae  seu  secundum  direc^on0111  aliquorum  Canon1™ 
seu  Statutorum  vel  alicuius  Canon18  vel  Statut1  huius  Regni  nostri 
Angliae.  Acetiam  de  et  ab  prestacrone  et  subscripc'one  declar- 
adon13  menc'onat18  seu  content13  in  predict0  Statut0  de  Anno 
decimo  tertio  Caroli  Secundi.  Acetiam  de  et  ab  prestac'onc  et 
subscripc'on6  declarac'on13  menc'onat'3  et  express18  in  quodam  al'° 
Statut0  fact"  in  Parliament0  dicti  Domini  Regis  Caroli  secundi 
Anno  Regni  sui  vicesimo  quinto  Intitulat0  "  an  Act  for  prevent- 
ing Dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popish  Recusants."  4 


1  By  the  Act  of  Supremacy  (1  Eliz.,  c.  1)  the  king  had  full  aud  entire  power  In  all  causes  eccle- 
siastical as  well  as  temporal. 

2  This  Is  one  of  the  several  acts  concerning  allegiance  (e.g.,  1  Eliz.,  1  W.  &  M.).    All  persons  above 
the  age  of  twelve  were  obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  the  Courts  Leet  (1  Eliz.).    Justices 
may  summons  persons  above  eighteen  to  take  their  oaths  (1  W.  <t  M.). 
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Gulliford,  Cornelius  Macham,  John  Thornburgh,  William  Cropp, 
William  Joliffe,  John  Lee,  Jonathan  Ingles,  Thomas  Barnard, 
-  Piccard,  Leonard  Cropp,  Thomas  Bracebridge,  John 
Gilbert,  Thomas  Bower,  John  Fassett,  James  Flower,  Edward 
Fryer,  John  Greenwood,  William  Stokes  and  William  Pocock, 
the  existing  mayor,  recorder,  sheriff,  alderman,  bailiff,  supervisor 
of  customs,  burgesses,  or  common  councillors  and  common  clerk 
of  the  town  aforesaid,  nominated  in  these  presents  and  any  of 
them  and  any  other  or  others,  such  officers  and  all  other  officers 
or  servants  within  the  same  town  in  the  future  to  be  nominated, 
elected  or  admitted,  of  and  from  all  performance  and  reception 
of  the  oath  of  supremacy  mentioned  in  a  certain  act  of 
parliament  of  our  lady  Elizabeth,  late  queen  of  England, 
in  the  first  year  of  her  reign,  or  in  any  other  statute  or 
act  of  parliament.  And  also  of  and  from  the  performance 
and  reception  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  or  obedience,  men- 
tioned or  expressed  in  a  certain  act  of  parliament  made  in 
the  parliament  of  our  lord  James  the  first,  our  grandfather,  late 
king  of  England,  held  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  or  in  any 
other  statute  or  act  of  parliament.  And  also  of  and  from  the 
performance  and  reception  of  the  oath  mentioned  and  contained 
in  a  certain  statute  made  in  the  parliament  of  the  lord  Charles 
the  second,  late  king  of  England,  held  in  the  thirteenth  year  of 
his  reign,  entitled  "  an  act  for  the  well  governing  and  regulating 
of  corporations."  And  also  of  and  from  all  performance  of  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  in  accordance  with  the  rites 
and  uses  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  in  accordance  with  the 
direction  of  any  canons  or  statutes,  or  of  any  canon  or  statute 
of  this  our  kingdom  of  England.  And  also  of  and  from  the 
performance  and  subscription  of  declaration  mentioned  or  con- 
tained in  the  aforesaid  statute  of  the  thirteenth  year  of  Charles 
the  second.  And  also  of  and  from  the  performance  and  sub- 
scription of  declaration,  mentioned  and  expressed  in  a  certain 
other  act,  made  in  the  parliament  of  the  said  lord  King  Charles 
the  second,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his  reign,  entitled  "  an 
act  for  preventing  dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popish 


3  No  person  shall  bear  office  in  any  corporation,  etc.,  but  such  as  have  received  the  sacrament  of 
the  Church  of  England. 

<  A  recusant  is  one  who  adheres  to  the  Pope  as  Head  of  the  Church  and  who  denies  supremacy  to 
the  king.  By  the  above-mentioned  act  a  declaration  against  transubstantiation  was  required  to 
distinguish  between  papists  and  protestants. 
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Acetiam  de  et  ab  prestac'one  et  recepc'one  aliquorum  lurament- 
orum  et  recepc'on6  Sacrament1  C°enae  Dominicae  et  Subscripc'on6 
aliquarum  declarac'onum  sive  alicuius  Declarac'on18  menc'onatae 
seu  express'"16  in  Statut0  predicto  sive  Act"  Parliament1  superius 
menc'onat0  aut  eorum  aliquo  seu  aliquo  al10  Statut0  menc'onat0 
sive  content0  de  vel  concernentc  premissn.  Et  de  et  ab  omnibus 
Criminibus  Convic'on'bns  p°enls  penalitatlb118  Forisfactur's  dampnis 
Incapacitat'bus  et  disabilitatlbns  per  eosdem  vel  aliquem  eorum 
incurs18  vel  incursur18  seu  eisdem  aut  alicui  eorum  imputand18  aut 
obiiciend18  vel  cum  quibus  aliquis  vel  aliqui  eorum  modo  sint 
vel  sit  seu  posthac  possint  vel  possit  onerabilem  vel  onerabiles 
esse  pro  eo  quod  non  prestiterunt  seu  reciperunt  vel  aliquis 
eorum  non  prestitit  aut  recepit  aut  posthac  non  prestarint  seu 
reciperint  vel  aliquis  eorum  non  prestarit  seu  reciperit  prefata 
lurament3  et  Sacrament"111  C°enae  Dominicae  aut  non  subscripse- 
runt  seu  fecerunt  aut  posthac  non  subscripserint  vel  fecerint 
aut  eorum  aliquis  non  subscripsit  aut  subscripserit  fecit  aut 
fecerit  predlctlim  Declaradon0111  superius  menc'onatam  aut  eorum 
aliquem  vel  aliquem  vel  aliquem  almm  quemcunque  iniunctum 
vel  prescript"ni  per  Statut3  prcdicta  seu  eorum  alter1™  sive  per 
aliqua  alia  Statuta  preantea  factn  seu  edit3  requiren1"1  prestadon6111 
Iuramentorum  predictor"in  vel  cuiuslibet  eorum  vel  Recepc'on0111 
Sacrament1  C°enae  Dominicae  Secundum  ritmn  seu  us'mi  Ecclesiae 
Anglicanae  vel  prolac'onem  et  subscripc'on601  Declarac'on18  pre- 
dictae  vel  alicuius  eorum.  Ac  de  et  ab  omnibus  et  omnimod18 
Informac'on10"8  Presentac!onlbus  Prosecuc'onlbns  Indictament18 
Molestac'on10"8  Clamis  et  demand'8  quibuscunque  tarn  in  nomine 
nostri  hered"m  aut  Successor""1  nostrorum  quam  in  nomine  vel 
nominibus  alicuius  alius  personae  vel  aliquarum  allarum  person- 
arum  preantea  h^it18  prolatis  et  modo  dependentibus  vel  imposterum 
habendis  proferend18  seu  fore  dependendls  in  aliqua  Curia  nostra 
heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum  sive  in  aliquibus  allls  Curils 
seu  locis  quibuscunque  de  pro  sive  concernent13  aliqu'1  defect8 
neglect9  omission68  sive  recusac'on68  capienda  prestanda  recip- 
ienda  seu  subscribenda  predict'8  Iuramentis  Sacrament0  C°enae 
Dominicae  aut  Declarac'on113"8  in  Act"  Parliament1  superius 
menc'onat0  aut  per  eorum  aliquem  direct1*  seu  prescript18  aut 

All  the  above  propter  aliqua  alia  defect3  in  performac'one  premissorum  aut 
Officers  may  t  . .  . 

assume  office  eorum  alicuius. 

being  mem-  Et  ulterius  ex  abundatiori  gratia  nostra  et  ex  certa  scientia  et 
bersofthe  mero  motu  nostris  volumus  et  declaramus  et  per  presentes  pro 
England.  nobis  heredibus  et  Successor'1"15  riostris  concedimus  iisdem  Maiori 
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recusants."  And  also  of  and  from  the  performance  and  recep- 
tion of  any  oaths,  and  from  the  reception  of  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  and  from  the  subscription  of  any  declarations 
or  declaration  mentioned  or  expressed  in  the  statute  aforesaid, 
or  in  the  act  of  parliament  before  mentioned  or  in  any  of  them, 
or  in  any  other  statute  mentioned  or  contained  of  or  concerning 
the  premisses.  And  of  and  from  all  accusations,  convictions, 
pains,  penalties,  forfeitures,  losses,  incapacities  and  disabilities 
incurred  or  to  be  incurred  through  the  same  or  any  of  them,  or 
to  be  imputed  or  objected  to  the  same  or  any  of  them,  or  with 
which  any  one  or  more  of  them  now,  may  or  hereafter  might 
be  oppressed,  for  the  reason  that  they  or  any  of  them  have  not 
performed  or  received,  or  hereafter  shall  not  perform  or  receive 
the  aforesaid  oaths  and  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  or  have 
not  subscribed  or  done,  or  hereafter  shall  subscribe  or  do  the 
aforesaid  declaration  above  mentioned,  or  any  other  thing  what- 
soever enjoined  or  prescribed  by  the  statutes  aforesaid  or  any  of 
them,  or  by  any  other  statutes  before  made  or  decreed,  requiring 
the  performance  of  the  oaths  aforesaid  or  of  any  of  them,  or  the 
reception  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  accordance 
with  the  rites  and  usages  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  the 
utterance  and  subscription  of  the  declaration  aforesaid  or  of  any 
of  them.  And  of  and  from  all  and  all  kinds  of  informations, 
presentations,  prosecutions,  indictments,  molestations,  claims 
and  demands  soever  as  well  in  the  name  of  us,  our  heirs  or 
successors,  as  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  other  person  or 
persons  before  had,  declared  and  now  depending,  or  in  the  future 
to  be  had,  declared  or  depended  in  any  court  of  us,  our  heirs  or 
successors,  or  in  any  other  courts  or  places  soever  of,  for  or 
concerning  any  defects,  neglects,  omissions  or  refusals  to  be 
taken,  performed,  received  or  subscribed  to  the  aforesaid  oaths, 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  or  declarations  in  the  act  of 
parliament  above  mentioned,  or  by  any  of  them  directed  or 
prescribed,  or  on  account  of  any  other  defects  in  the  performance 
of  the  premisses  or  of  any  of  them. 

And  furthermore  of  our  abundant  grace  and  from  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  will  and  declare  and  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  we  grant  to  the  same 
mayor,  recorder,  sheriff,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  supervisor  of  customs, 


M 
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Recordator'  vicecomlu  Aldermannis  Ballivis  supervisor'  Custumarnin 
Burgeusibns  sive  Communibns  Consiliar"3  et  Communi  Clerico  et 
omnibus  alli9  Officiar"9  sive  Ministr19  villae  predict86  modo  et  pro 
tempore  existentibns  et  cuilibet  eorum  plenam  et  sufficientem 
abilitatem  Capacitatem  potestatem  et  authoritatem  habendj  gaudend1 
et  exercend1  Officia  sua  respectiva  predicta  respective  et  omnia  et 
singula  abinde  respective  spectantia  et  pertinentia  sine  et  absque 
prestac}one  lurament0"1"1  predictorum  vel  eorum  alicuius  aut  recep- 
c'one  Sacrament1  secund™  ritnm  et  usnm  Ecclesiae  Anglicanae  vel 
prolac'one  et  subscripcWe  Declarac'on'8  predictae  vel  eorum 
alicuius  seu  performac'on6  alicuius  Iniuncc'on'9  vel  RequisicW18 
quarumcunque  per  aliqua  Statut8  predicta  direct8  fore  performand8 
sive  incurrenda  aut  Subject8  fore  aliquibus  Criminibus  Offens19 
Inabilitatlbns  Incapacitatibn9  CorreccW^9  ProsecucW1"19  p°enls 
penalitatibus  Forisfactur19  Impetra^on11"18  seu  dampnis  quibus- 
cunque.  Et  adeo  plene  et  libere  ac  si  iidem  Maior  Recordator 
vicecom69  Aldermann1  Ballivi1  supervisor  Custumarmn  Burgens69 
sive  Communes  Consiliar11  et  Comuinnis  Clericus  et  omnes  alu 
Officiar11  sive  Ministri  villae  predict86  modo  et  pro  tempore 
existen109  prestitissent  fecissent  et  subscripsissent  predictn  lura- 
ment8  Sacrament1"11  C°enae  Dominicae  et  Declarac'on6"3  secundnm 
formam  et  effectum  Statutorum  predictorum  et  Actumn  Parliament1 
superius  raendonat01"0™  Actibus  et  Statut18  predictis  vel  aliquibus 
eorum  aut  aliquo  in  eisdem  seu  eorum  aliquo  content0  aut 
aliquo  Statut0  Actu  Parliament1  Lege  vel  Provisione  in  contrarfnm 
No  Recorder  inde  in  aliquo  non  obstante.  Proviso  semper  ac  Intenc'onem 
n°stram  Regiam  per  presentes  declaramus  quod  nullus  Recordator 


admitted  to    vel  Co'nmunis  Clericus  villae  predict"6  imposternm  elegend119  vel 
out  royal  "   perficiendus  ad  Execuc'on61"  Offic11  su1  respective  admittatur  nisi 

approval       Approbate  et  Consensio  nostra  heredum  vel  Successorum  nostrorum 
under  Seal. 

sub  Sigillo  vel  Signeto  Manual1  nostr°  heredum  vel  Successorum 

nostrorum  in  ea  parte  prius  significabitur  aliquo  in  presentibus 
premenc'onat0  aut  aliqua  alia  re  Causa  vel  materia  quacunque 
in  contrarium  non  obstante. 

Corporation       Et  ulterius  de  uberiori  gr11^  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa  scientia 

Mano^sfetc!  et   mero  rnotu  nostris  Concessimus  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis 

under  £ioo  ''  heredibus  et  Successor11'119   nostris  Concedimus  Maiori  Ballivis   et 

Burgensibus    villae    predict110    et    Successor"3"9     suis     Licentiam 

specialem    ac    liberam    et    licitam    potestatem   facultatem   et 

authoritatem  habendi  recipiend1  possidendi  et  perquirendi  sibi 

et    Successoribus    suis    imperpetuu"1    Maneria    MessuaglHl    Terr"9 

i  A  messuage  is  a  dwelling-house  with  land  adjoining  and  belonging  to  It. 
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burgesses,  common  councillors  and  common  clerk  and  to  all 
other  officers  or  servants  of  the  town  aforesaid  now  and  for  the 
time  being  and  to  any  of  them  full  and  sufficient  ability, 
capacity,  power  and  authority  of  holding,  enjoying  and  exer- 
cising their  respective  offices  aforesaid  respectively,  and  all  and 
singular  thereto  respectively  referring  and  pertaining  without 
performance  of  the  oaths  aforesaid  or  any  of  them  or  reception 
of  the  sacrament  in  accordance  with  the  rites  and  usages  of  the 
Church  of  England  or  without  the  utterance  and  subscription  of 
the  declaration  aforesaid  or  any  of  them  or  the  performance  of 
any  injunction  or  requisition  whatsoever  by  any  statutes  afore- 
said to  be  directed,  performed  or  incurred  or  subjected  to  any 
accusations,  offences,  inabilities,  incapacities,  corrections,  prose- 
cutions, pains,  penalties,  forfeitures,  demands  or  losses  whatso- 
ever. And  so  fully  and  freely  as  if  the  same  mayor,  recorder, 
sheriff,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  supervisor  of  customs,  burgesses  or 
common  councillors  and  common  clerk  and  all  other  officers  or 
servants  of  the  town  aforesaid  now  and  for  the  time  being  had 
performed,  done  and  subscribed  the  aforesaid  oaths,  sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  supper  and  declaration  in  accordance  with  the  form 
and  effect  of  the  statutes  aforesaid  and  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament 
above  mentioned,  the  acts  and  statutes  aforesaid  or  any  of  them 
or  anything  contained  in  the  same  or  in  any  of  them,  or  any 
statute,  Act  of  Parliament,  law  or  provision  on  the  contrary 
thence  in  anything  notwithstanding.  Provided  always  and  in 
accordance  with  our  royal  intention  by  these  presents  we  declare 
that  no  recorder  or  common  clerk  of  the  town  aforesaid  in  the 
future  elected  or  appointed  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of  his 
office  respectively  unless  the  approbation  and  consent  of  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors,  under  the  seal  or  sign  manual  of  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors  thereto  shall  be  signified  beforehand,  any- 
thing in  these  presents  before  mentioned  or  any  other  thing, 
cause  or  matter  whatsoever  on  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  furthermore  of  our  abounding  special  grace  and  from  our 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  have  granted,  and  by 
these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  we  grant  to  the 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  and  to  their 
successors  special  and  free  licence  and  lawful  power,  faculty  and 
authority  of  holding,  receiving,  possessing  and  acquiring  for 
themselves  and  their  successors  for  ever  manors,  messuages,  lands, 
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Tenement8  Prata  Pasc™  Pasturasl  Boscas  Subbosca9  Rector18 
Decim*  Redditn9  Reverc'on63  Servit18  et  alla  Hereditament8  quae- 
cunque  infra  Regnum  nostrum  Angliae  seu  alibi  infra  Dominia 
nostra  tam  de  nobis  heredlbns  vel  Successor11"18  nostris  quam  de 
aliqu8  alia  persona  vel  aliquibus  aliis  personis  quibuscunque 
dummodo  eadem  sic  per  ipsos  habenda  recipienda  et  perquirend" 
non  excedant  in  toto  clarum  annualem  valorem  Centum  Librarum 
ultra  omnia  onera  et  reprissas  Statut0  de  Terr"  et  Tenementis  ad 
manum  mortuam  non  ponend0  aut  aliquo  alio  Statute  Actu 
Ordinac'one  sive  Provisione  antehac  habit0  fact0  ordinat0  sive 
proviss0  aut  aliqua  alia  re  Causa  vel  materia  quaecunque  in 
contrarlum  inde  in  aliquo  non  obstante. 

Damus  etiam  ac  per  presentes  pro  nobis  Heredibus  et  Suc- 
cessor11"18 nostris  Concedimus  cuicunque  Subdito  nostro  sive 
quibuscunque  Subditis  nostris  Heredum  et  Successorum  nostro- 
rum  Licentiam  specialem  liberamque  et  licitam  potestatem  et 
authoritatem  dandi  concedendi  alienandi  dimittendi  sive  assig- 
nandi  aliquae  Maneria  Messuag18  Terras  Tenement8  Prat8  Pascua 
Pasturas  Boscas  Subboscas  Rectori88  Decimas  Redditns  RevercW8 
Servit18  et  alla  Hereditament8  eisdem  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgens- 
ibus  villae  predict86  et  Successoribus  suis.  Ita  quod  non 
excedant  in  toto  clarum  annual6111  valorem  Centum  Librarum 
ultra  omnia  onera  et  repris83  Statut0  predict0  aut  aliquo  alio 
Statute  Actu  Ordinaclone  vel  Provisione  antehac  habit0  fact0 
edit0  ordinat0  sive  provis0  aut  aliqua  alia  re  causa  vel  materia 
quacunque  in  contrarium  non  obstante. 

After  the  Cumque   Nos   credibiliter    Informamur    quod    ante    Dissolu- 

of  this  c'onem  Corpora^onis  villae  de  Southampton  predict8  ut  prefertur 

securities6*  nuPer  Mai°r  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  villae  predict86  diversa  debita 

to  be  given    et   denariorum   Summas   contra verunt   pro    quibus    solvend18   et 

debts!61         satisfaciendis  predict1  nuper  Maior  Ballivi   et   Burgenses  villae 

predict86    in    divers19   ObligacW"18    et    allls    specialitatibns    sub 

Commun1  Sigillo  villae  predict86  diversis  personis  ac  sub  divers18 

Penalitatibus  in  eisdem  men^onat18  et  content18  intraverunt  Quae 

quidem  debita  et  denariorum  summae  tempore  diet86  amissionis 

Libertatum  villae  predictae  in  parte  vel  in  toto  a  retro  fueruut  et 

insolut8,  Et  adhuc  existunt.     Nosque  prefat1  Creditores  quantum 

in   nobis   est   relevare   in   premissis   gratiose   Intendentes    Ideo 

volumus   et   per   presentes  pro  nobis   heredlbus  et  successoribus 

nostris  Ordinamus  et  appunctuamus  quod  immediate  et  quam 

i  Paatura  differs  from  Paicua,  as  appears  from  the  following :  "Pastura  omne  genus  pascendi 
slgoiflcat,  sive  flat  in  pra  Us,  sive  in  stipula,  sive  in  agris  sire  in  campls  ;  Bed  Pascua  est  locus  princlpaliter 
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tenements,  meadows,  grazing  lands,  pastures,  woods,  coppices, 
rectories,  tithes,  rents,  revertions,  services  and  other  heredita- 
ments whatsoever  within  our  realm  of  England  or  elsewhere 
within  our  dominions,  as  well  from  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  as 
from  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  provided  that  the 
same  thus  held  received  and  acquired  by  them  do  not  exceed  in 
all  the  clear  annual  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  besides  all 
duties  and  reprises,  the  statute  of  lands  and  tenements  at  mort- 
main not  to  be  objected,  or  any  other  statute  act,  ordinance  or 
provision  hitherto  had,  made,  ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other 
thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever  on  the  contrary  thence  in  any- 
thing notwithstanding. 

We  also  give  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors  we  grant  to  any  subject  or  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  or 
successors  special  and  free  license  and  lawful  power  and 
authority  of  giving,  granting,  alienating,  repudiating  or  assign- 
ing any  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  grazings, 
pastures,  woods,  coppices,  rectories,  tithes,  rents,  revertions, 
services,  and  other  hereditaments  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  and  to  their  successors.  So  that 
they  do  not  exceed  in  all  the  clear  annual  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds  beyond  all  duties  and  reprises,  the  statute  aforesaid  or 
any  other  statute,  act,  ordinance,  or  provision  heretofore  had, 
made,  decreed,  ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other  thing,  cause 
or  matter  whatsoever  on  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  we  are  credibly  informed  that  before  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  corporation  of  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid 
the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  have 
repudiated  divers  debts  and  sums  of  money,  for  paying  and 
satisfying  which  the  aforesaid  late  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  aforesaid  have  admitted  in  divers  obligations  and 
other  particulars  under  the  common  seal  of  the  town  aforesaid 
to  divers  persons  and  under  divers  penalties  mentioned  and 
contained  in  the  same,  which  debts  and  sums  of  money  at  the 
time  of  the  said  withdrawal  of  the  liberties  of  the  town  aforesaid 
have  been  in  arrears  and  unpaid  in  part  or  in  all,  and  still 
remain  unpaid.  We  the  aforesaid  creditors,  as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
graciously  intending  to  relieve  them,  therefore  will  and,  by  these 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  ordain  and  appoint  that 


depntatus  pecoribus  pascendis,  utputa  in  montibus,  marls,  mariscis,  etc.,  plants  non  cultis  nee  aratis." 
(Llndewood,  Provin.  Angl.,  lib.  3,  o.  1). 
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Confirma- 
tion of  all 
Ancient 
Privileges 
not  altered 
by  these 
presents. 


citissime  fieri  poterit  post  datum  presentium  super  sursum 
Reddic^onem  et  Resignac'onem  omnium  et  singulorum  Obliga- 
cW  specialitatnm  et  securitat™  predictarum  in  manus  modo 
Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  villae  predictae  per  personas 
respectivas  vel  per  Attornat08  suos  ad  quos  seperal18  debit8  et 
deneriorum  Summae  predict86  respective  pertinent  et  de  iure 
spectant  aut  pertinebunt  vel  de  lure  spectabunt  Cancelland" 
predict1  Maior  Ballivi  et  Burgens68  villae  predict"6  in  novas 
Obligac'on68  Specialitat68  et  Securitates  sub  Coulmun'  Sigill0  villae 
predict"0  factas  et  sigillatas  omnibus  et  singulis  talibus  personis 
respectivis  quibus  aliquae  principal18  debit8  vel  denariorum  Summ"e 
sive  aliqua  pars  vel  aliquae  partes  eorundem  vel  interesse  seu 
Gratuitat68  legal68  propter  rnorationem,  Anglice  "  Forbearance  " 
eorundem  denariorlim  summarum  adtunc  solubilinm  et  minime 
satisfactarum  existentlum  bene  et  fideliter  intrabunt  ad  satisfaci- 
endum  et  plene  solvend111"  et  responded  causand11111  omncs  tal68 
deiiarior11111  summas  et  debit8  ad  certos  dies  et  loca  in  eisdem 
seperaP118  Securitatibns  vel  in  Condic'onibus  eorundem  respectiv0 
limittand"  et  appunctuanda  non  excedente  spaciu"1  trium  Men- 
sium  proxime  post  datum  Obliga^on™  et  Securitatu"1  predict8™01 
in  eisdem  et  tarn  amplis  modo  et  forma  ac  si  predict"6  priores 
Chartae  et  Litterae  Patentes  villae  predict"6  in  pleno  vigore  et 
minime  determinat86  essent  aliquo  in  presentibus  superius 
menc'onato  aut  aliqua  alia  re  causa  vel  materia  quacunque  in 
Contrarium  non  obstante. 

Et  ulterius  de  ampliori  gratia  nostra  speciali  ac  ex  certa 
scientia  et  mero  motu  nostris  damus  et  concedimus  pro  nobis 
heredibus  et  Successoribus  nostris  prefat18  Maior1  Ballivis  et 
Burgensibus  villae  predict80  et  Successoribus  suis  omnia  et 
omnimoda  eadem  et  huinsmodi  Terr"8  Tenement8  et  Hereditament" 
Consuetudin68  Libertat68  Privileg18  Tranches188  Immunitat68  Quie- 
tances  Exempdon68  et  Jurisdicdon63  necnon  omn1"  et  singul"  bon" 
et  Cattail8  Felonnoruffi  et  Fugitivorum  Felon180  de  se  et  in 
exigentibns  posit"  Condemnatornm  et  utlagatorum  bon"  et  Catall8 
waviat8  extrahur"  deodand8,1  Fin68  Farisfactur"5  et  Amerciament" 
Ferlas  Nundin1"  Mercat8  Tolnet8  Theolon1"8  Custum88  Eschaet"  et 
alia  proficlla  quaecunque  quae  nuper  Maior  Ballivi  et  Burgenses 
vill"e  predict86  aut  Predecessores  sui  seu  eorum  aliquis  vel  aliqui 


i  A  deodand  Is  given,  as  It  were,  to  God,  to  appease  his  wrath,  when  a  person  comes  to  a  violent 
death  by  mischance,  and  if  it  is  forfeited  to  the  King,  his  alrnoner  disposes  of  it  by  sale,  and  the  money 
therefrom  he  distributes  to  the  poor.  A  curious  example  of  deodand  was  the  following.  If  a  man 
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immediately  and  as  quickly  as  possible  after  the  date  of  these 
presents,  upon  the  above  returning  and  resignation  of  all  and 
singular  the  obligations,  particulars,  and  securities  aforesaid  into 
the  hands  of  the  now  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
aforesaid  by  respective  persons  or  their  attorneys  to  whom  the 
several  debts  and  sums  of  money  aforesaid  respectively  belong 
and  rightly  pertain  or  shall  belong  or  pertain  to  be  cancelled, 
the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid 
shall  well  and  faithfully  enter  upon  new  obligations,  particulars 
and  securities  under  the  common  seal  of  the  town  aforesaid 
made  and  sealed,  to  all  and  singular  such  respective  persons  to 
whom  any  principal  debts  or  sums  of  money  or  any  part  or 
parts  of  the  same  shall  pertain  or  legal  interest  for  forbearance 
of  demanding  payment  of  the  same  sums  of  money  then  payable 
and  not  being  met,  to  satisfy  and  fully  pay  and  to  cause  to  be 
responded  all  such  sums  of  money  and  debts  upon  certain  days 
and  at  certain  places  respectively  to  be  limited  and  appointed 
for  the  same  several  securities  or  conditions  of  the  same,  not 
exceeding  the  space  of  three  months  next  after  the  date  of  the 
obligations  and  securities  aforesaid,  in  the  same  and  such  ample 
mode  and  form  as  if  the  aforesaid  former  charters  and  letters 
patent  of  the  town  aforesaid  were  in  full  force  and  not  deter- 
mined, anything  in  these  presents  above  mentioned  or  any  other 
thing,  cause,  or  matter  whatsoever  on  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  furthermore  of  our  ample  special  grace  and  from  our 
certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  give  and  grant  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses,  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors  all  and 
all  kinds  and  such  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  customs, 
liberties,  privileges,  franchises,  immunities,  quittances,  exemp- 
tions and  jurisdictions,  also  all  and  singular  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  felons  and  fugitives  of  felony  deposited  of  themselves 
or  on  demand,  the  goods  and  chattels  of  persons  condemned  or 
outlawed,  waifs  and  strays,  deodands,  fines,  forfeits  and  amerce- 
ments, fairs,  markets,  tolls,  tallages,  customs,  escheats  and  other 
profits  whatsoever  which  the  late  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  aforesaid  or  their  predecessors  or  any  of  them  by- 


driving  a  cart  falls  so  that  the  wheel  passes  over  and  kills  him,  the  horse  and  cart  are  a  deodand  for- 
feited to  the  lord  of  the  manor.    Later  the  wheel  only  was  deodand. 
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per  quaecunque  nomina  sive  per  quodcunque  nomen  vel  per 
quamcunque  Incorporac'onem  vel  pretextu  cuiuscunque  Incor- 
porac'onis  antehac  habuerunt  tenuerunt  usi  vel  gavisi  fuerunt 
aut  habere  tenere  uti  vel  gaudere  debuerunt  habuit  tenuit  usus 
vel  gavisus  fuit  debuit  aut  deberent  ratione  vel  pretextu  alicuius 
doni  Concession  is  Prescripdonis  usus  seu  Consuetudinis  aut 
quocunque  alio  modo  iure  seu  titulo  antehac  dat°  habit0  usitat0 
seu  consuet0  licet  eadem  aut  eorum  aliquod  vel  aliquae  antehac 
usa  non  fuerunt  vel  fuit  aut  abusa  vel  male  usa  aut  discontinuata 
fuerunt  aut  fuit.  Et  quae  per  presentes  non  mutat3  sive  alterat8 
existunt.  Ac  licet  eadem  aut  eorum  aliquod  vel  aliquae  Foris- 
facta  aut  deperdita  sunt  aut  fuerunt.  Habenda  tenenda  et 
gaudenda  prefatis  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predictae 
et  Successorlbus  suis  imperpetuum.  Ac  Reddend0  et  solvend0 
inde  annuatim  tota  tanta  talia  eadem  et  huiusmodi  redditus  servitia 
denariorum  summas  et  demand"  quftecunque  quot  quanta  qual111 
et  quae  pro  eisdem  reddi  sive  solvi  consueverunt  sive  de  lure 
debuerunt. 

In  cuius  rei  Testimoniu"1  has  Lltteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
Patentes.  Teste  meipso  apud  Westmonasterium,  Decimo  quinto 
Die  Septembris,  Anno  Regni  nostri  quarto. 
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whatsoever  name  or  names  or  by  whatsoever  incorporation  or 
pretext  of  whatsoever  incorporation  heretofore  have  had,  held, 
used  or  enjoyed  or  ought  to  have,  hold,  use  or  enjoy,  by  reason 
of  or  by  pretext  of  any  gift,  concession,  prescription,  use  or  cus- 
tom, or  by  any  other  mode,  right  or  title  hitherto  given,  had, 
used  or  accustomed,  although  the  same  or  any  one  or  more  of 
the  same  hitherto  has  or  have  not  been  used  or  has  or  have  been 
abused,  badly  used  or  discontinued,  and  which  by  these  presents 
are  still  unchanged  or  unaltered.  And  although  the  same  or 
any  one  or  more  of  the  same  have  been  forfeited  or  lost,  to  be 
had,  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  town  aforesaid  and  their  successors  for  ever,  and  by 
rendering  and  paying  thence  anuually  all  such,  and  same  rents, 
services,  sums  of  money  and  demands  whatsoever  as  have  been 
wont  to  be  rendered  and  paid  for  the  same  or  rightly  ought. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letter  to  be 
made  patent.  Witness  myself  at  Westminster  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  September  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1688.] 
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XXXII. 
6    WILLIAM    IY,    1836. 


Letters  William  the  Fourth,  by   the  Grace   of  God,  of  the  United 

Gran"  that  *  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 


Faith.  To  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  The  Mayor,  Aldermen 
Quarter  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Southampton,  and  to  the 
beheld8"  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough  and  to  all  others  whom  it  may 
concern,  greeting.  Whereas  the  Council  of  the  said  Borough  has 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of 
our  Reign,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of 
Municipal  Corporations  of  England  and  Wales,"  signified  by 
Petition  to  Us  in  our  Council,  the  desire  of  the  Council  of  the  said 
Borough  that  a  separate  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions1  of  the  Peace 
shall  continue  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  said  Borough.  Now 
know  ye  that  We,  having  taken  the  matter  of  the  said  Petition 
into  our  Consideration,  and  being  above  all  things  anxious  to 
promote  that  our  administration  of  Justice,  have  thought  fit  to 
comply  with  the  said  Petition,  and  We,  therefore,  do  hereby 
grant  unto  the  said  Borough  that  a  separate  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  shall  henceforward  continue  to  be  holden 
in  and  for  such  Borough  according  to  the  Provisions  of  the  said 
Act.  And  further,  Know  Ye  that  We  do  assign  the  Recorder,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  said  Borough  our  Justice  to  enquire  the 
Truth  more  fully  by  the  Oath  of  good  and  lawful  Men  of  the 
aforesaid  Borough,  by  whom  the  Truth  of  the  matter  shall  be 
better  known,  of  all  and  of  all  manner  of  Felonies  and  Mis- 
demeanors, and  of  all  and  singular  other  Crimes  and  Offences  of 
which  Justices  of  our  Peace  may  or  ought  lawfully  to  enquire  by 
whomsoever  or  after  what  manner  soever  in  the  said  Borough, 
done  or  perpetrated  or  which  shall  happen  to  be  there  done  or 
attempted,  and  of  all  and  singular  Articles  and  Circumstances 
and  all  other  things  whatsoever  that  concern  the  premises  or 
any  of  them  by  whomsoever  and  after  what  manner  soever  in 
our  aforesaid  Borough,  done  or  perpetrated,  or  which  hereafter 
shall  happen  to  be  there  done  or  attempted  in  what  matter 
soever.  And  to  inspect  all  Indictments  whatsoever  so  before 

i  This  court  was  originally  appointed  for  matters  touching  the  breach  of  the  peace.    The  holding 
of  these  sessions  quarterly  was  first  ordained  by  25  Edward  III,  stat.  1,  cap.  8. 
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him  the  said  Recorder,  taken  or  to  be  taken  or  before  others  late 
our  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  aforesaid  Borough  made  or  taken 
and  not  yet  determined.  And  to  make  and  continue  Processes 
thereupon  against  all  and  singular  the  Persons  so  Indicted,  or 
who  before  the  said  Recorder  hereafter  shall  happen  to  be 
Indicted  until  they  can  be  taken,  surrender  themselves  or  be 
outlawed.  And  to  hear  and  determine  all  and  singular  the 
Felonies,  Misdemeanors  and  Offences  aforesaid,  and  all  and 
singular  other  the  Premises  according  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes 
of  England,  and  in  the  like  case  it  has  been  accustomed  or  ought 
to  be  done  before  and  by  our  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  in 
England.  And  the  same  Offenders  and  every  of  them  for  their 
offences  by  Fines,  Ransoms,  Amerciaments,  Forfeitures  and  other 
means,  as  according  to  the  Law  and  Custom  of  England  or  form 
of  the  Ordinances  and  Statutes  aforesaid,  it  has  been  accustomed 
or  ought  to  be  done  to  chastise  and  punish.  Provided  always 
that  if  a  case  of  difficulty  upon  the  determination  of  any  of  the 
Premises  shall  happen  to  arise  before  the  said  Recorder,  for  the 
time  being,  then  Judgment  shall  in  nowise  be  given  thereon 
before  him,  unless  in  the  presence  of  one  of  our  Justices  of  the 
one  or  other  Bench,  or  of  one  of  our  Justices  appointed  to  hold 
the  Assizes  in  the  County  of  Southampton.  And  therefore  We 
command  the  said  Recorder,  for  the  time  being,  that  to  keeping 
the  Peace,  Ordinances,  Statutes,  and  all  and  singular  other  the 
Premises  he  diligently  apply  himself,  and  that  at  certain  days 
and  places  which  he  shall  appoint  for  these  purposes  into  the 
Premises  he  make  Enquiry  and  all  and  singular  the  Premises, 
hear  and  determine  and  perform  and  fulfil  them  in  the  aforesaid 
form,  doing  therein  what  to  Justice  appertains  according  to  the 
Law  and  Custom  of  England,  Saving  unto  us  the  Amerciaments 
and  other  things  to  Us  therefrom  belonging.  And  we  Command 
by  the  tenor  of  these  Presents  the  proper  Officer  of  the  afore- 
said Borough,  that  at  certain  days  and  places  which  the  said 
Recorder  shall  make  known  to  them,  they  cause  to  come  before 
him,  the  said  Recorder,  so  many  and  such  good  and  lawful  Men 
of  the  said  Borough  by  whom  the  truth  of  the  matter  in  the 
Premises  shall  be  the  better  known  and  inquired  into.  In 
witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made 
Patent.  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  Thirtieth  day  of 
May  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  Reign.  [A.D.  1836.] 
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DESCRIPTION    OF    THE    CHARTERS. 


I.  1199.  26  June,  i  JOHN. — The  oldest  charter  extant, 
framed  and  hung  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 
Beautifully  written  and  easy  to  read.  Few  con- 
tractions. Brown-black  ink. 

II.  1227.  3  May,  n  HENRY  III. — Written  rather  more  heavily 
than  the  last,  in  similar  ink.  Very  clear  and 
legible.  The  initial  letters  in  the  top  line  curiously 
prolonged  and  barred. 

III.  1252.     14  May,  36  HENRY  III. — The  ink  in  this  is  dark 

brown,  somewhat  paler  than  in  the  last.  The 
writing  is  very  clear,  but  more  cursive  than  in  the 
last  two.  Somewhat  difficult  to  read. 

IV.  1256.     14  July,  40  HENRY  III. — Written  in  clear  brown 

ink.  Beautiful  work  with  eccentric  disjunction  of 
initial  letters. 

V.  1341.  4  April,  14  EDWARD  III. — The  initial  letter  is 
beautifully  drawn  in  red  and  blue  pen  work.  The 
ink  is  somewhat  faded,  and  as  the  charter  is  much 
creased  in  folding,  it  is  difficult  to  transcribe. 

VI.     1366.     10   Feb.,   39   EDWARD   III. — Fairly   written,   and 
requires  no  comment. 

VII.     1384.     29  June,  7  RICHARD  II. — Beautifully  written.    Most 
careful  work,  even  the  i's  are  dotted. 

VIII.  1415.  12  Feb.,  2  HENRY  V. — This  is  almost  free  from 
contractions,  and  excellently  written.  The  initial 
letter  is  omitted. 
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IX.  1426.  24  Oct.,  4  HENRY  VI. — Very  well  written.  Ink 
faded.  Initial  letter  missing. 

[Copy]. — Fairly  well  written.  Parchment  much  stained. 
Initial  letter  again  missing.  Inscribed  on  back  : 
4th  Henry  V.,  1416. 

X.  1445.  29  July,  23  HENRY  VI. — Very  finely  written. 
Parchment  greatly  creased  in  places,  hence  diffi- 
cult to  read.  A  fine  initial  letter  in  blue,  red  and 
black.  Four  other  initials  also  well  designed. 
The  first  appearance  of  illumination  in  charters. 

XI.  1447.  9  March,  25  HENRY  VI. — Splendid  penmanship. 
Unique  lettering  on  top  line.  Exceedingly  delicate 
ornamentation  in  pen  work.  The  initial  H,  sur- 
mounted by  a  large  imperial  crown,  around  which 
is  inscribed  "  Dieu  et  mon  droit."  On  the  left  of 
the  H  is  drawn  a  ship  greatly  resembling  that  in 
our  present  arms,  of  which  it  may  be  the  origin. 
Within  the  H  are  the  arms  of  the  king.  The 
crown  is  supported  by  two  stags,  sitting  and  with 
crowns  round  their  necks.  Underneath  is  a  scroll, 
inscribed  "  Domine,  salvum  fac  regem." 

XII.  1452.  12  Sept.,  30  HENRY  VI. — Beautifully  written  in 
black  ink.  Writing  small,  but  very  distinct,  ex- 
cept where  the  charter  is  creased.  Initial  letter 
very  faintly  sketched.  The  top  lettering  some- 
what rudimentary  and  unfinished. 

XIII.  1461.     1 6  Dec.,  i  EDWARD  IV. — A  very  lengthy  docu- 

ment, written  on  two  large  parchment  sheets. 
Finely  written  and  easily  read.  Initial  letters  all 
missing  on  the  top  line. 

XIV.  1468.     12  June,  8  EDWARD   IV. — Beautifully   written. 

Quite  the  best  so  far.  Easily  read.  All  the  initial 
letters  again  missing. 

XV.  1480.  20  Aug.,  20  EDWARD  IV. — Very  finely  written. 
Paragraphs  commence  with  very  bold  black  letter- 
ing. Again  all  the  initials  missing. 
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XVI.  1484.  10  Dec.,  2  RICHARD  III. — Clearly  written,  with 
very  few  abbreviations.  Occupies  two  parchment 
sheets,  3-ft.  x  2-ft.  each.  The  initial  letters  are 
omitted  and  the  seal  is  lost,  but  the  chord  of  faded 
red  and  blue  silk  is  still  attached. 

XVII.  1510.  2  Oct.,  2  HENRY  VIII. — The  finest  example  as 
yet.  Occupies  three  large  parchment  sheets.  The 
initial  letters  very  ornate.  The  ornamentation 
consists  of  emblematic  roses  and  pomegranates 
done  in  pale  brown  ink.  The  initial  H  is  6  inches 
x  6  inches.  The  tree  stem  with  the  two-fold  fruit 
is  entwined  with  two  labels,  the  upper  one  con- 
taining the  words  "  Vivit  rosa  cum  Malogranato  "  ; 
the  central  one  "Domine  salvum  fac  regem."  The 
initial  letters  of  the  remaining  two  folios  are  also 
highly  ornate.  No  artist  as  yet  had  gone  to  this 
trouble.  The  seal  is  affixed  by  pale  green  and 
white  silk  entwined  with  gold  wire. 

XVIII.  1511.  7  Feb.,  2  HENRY  VIII. — A  small  slip  of  parch- 
ment, finely  written  in  small  lettering.  Half  the 
seal  remains,  fastened  to  a  portion  of  the  parch- 
ment, which  has  been  cut  to  receive  it. 

XIX.  1514.  23  Nov.,  6  HENRY  VIII. — One  large  sheet,  beau- 
tifully written,  with  fine  initial  letters.  The  H  is 
formed  of  scroll  work,  on  which  is  written  "Domine 
salvum  fac  regem  octavu1"  Henricum."  The  seal 
as  the  last. 

XX.  1553.  27  April,  7  EDWARD  VI. — Four  large  sheets. 
Well  written,  but  inferior  to  Henry  VIII's  charters. 
Very  few  contractions.  Within  the  initial  E  is  the 
seated  figure  of  the  king,  and  above  "  Vivat  Rex." 
The  king's  titles  occupy  the  whole  top  line,  the 
initial  letters  being  very  fine.  Over  each  word 
are  the  emblems  in  following  order  : — The  Tudor 
rose,  a  lion  holding  a  guidon  with  fleur  de  lys,  the 
royal  arms,  the  dragon  holding  a  guidon  with 
cross,  the  portcullis,  the  fleur  de  lys.  The  seal  is 
intact  and  wrapped  in  linen. 
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XXI.  1554.     9  Aug.,  i  and  2  PHILIP  and  MARY. — More  care- 

fully written  than  any  of  the  preceding.  Every 
line  is  finely  ruled  off  in  red  ink,  and  the  writing 
is  as  clear  as  print,  with  practically  no  contrac- 
tions. The  initial  P  is  huge,  and  contains  Philip 
seated  on  a  canopied  throne  holding  sceptre  and 
orb.  Above,  "  vivat  rex."  Within  a  smaller  M  is 
Mary  half  length,  with  "  vivat  regina  "  above  and 
"  Dieu  et  mon  Droit "  below.  Along  the  top  are 
the  emblems  of  the  Garter,  the  pomegranate  (Spain) 
and  the  rose,  surmounted  by  an  imperial  crown 
(England). 

XXII.  1558.     1 8  June,  4  and  5  PHILIP  and  MARY. — Not  quite 

so  well  written  as  last,  but  still  excellent.  Within 
the  initial  P  are  Philip  and  Mary  seated,  Philip 
holding  sword  and  orb  and  Mary  sceptre  and  orb. 
Over  them  an  imperial  crown  and  P.R.M.R. 
Over  Philippus  is  the  pomegranate,  Mary  the  fleur 
de  lys,  Dei  gracia  rose  and  crown,  Rex  fleur  de 
lys.  The  intricate  ornamentation  of  the  M.  D.  R. 
is  very  fine  and  artistic.  The  seal  is  almost 
intact,  and  wrapped  in  coarse  red  velvet. 

XXIII.  1559.     12  March,  i  ELIZABETH. — Written  on  one  fair 

sized  sheet.  The  initial  lettering  is  good,  but 
inferior  to  that  of  the  last  reign.  Within  the  E  is 
the  queen  seated  on  a  throne  holding  a  sceptre 
and  orb  with  her  face  half  profile.  On  the  canopy 
is  "  vivat  regina."  The  four  emblems  along  the 
top  are  (i)  the  royal  arms,  (2)  the  rose  and  crown, 
(3)  the  fleur  de  lys,  (4)  the  cross  and  garter  of  St. 
George.  The  seal  is  almost  perfect. 

XXIV.  1563.     8  June,  5  ELIZABETH. — Interesting  as  being  the 

first  and  only  charter  written  in  English.  There 
is  hardly  any  ornamentati9n,  and  the  seal  is  fairly 
well  preserved.  The  variations  of  spelling  the 
same  words  are  also  worthy  of  note,  as  shewing 
the  instability  of  the  English  language  at  this 
epoch. 

N 
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XXV.  1600.  22  Jan.,  42  ELIZABETH. — Beautifully  written  in 
large  letters  and  few  abbreviations.  Within  the 
E  is  Elizabeth  seated  full  faced  upon  a  domed 
throne.  Over  the  word  "  Elizabeth "  is  a  lion 
sejeant  crowned,  holding  a  guidon  with  the  arms 
of  England.  Then  comes  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
and  lastly  the  Tudor  Dragon  with  a  similar  flag. 
The  seal,  although  it  has  a  piece  broken  off,  is  in 
a  fine  state  of  preservation.  This  charter  is  easily 
read. 

XXVI.  1607.  24  July,  5  JAMES  I. — Very  rubbed  in  places.  In 
several  words  the  ink  has  quite  disappeared.  Seal 
of  yellow  wax  well  preserved.  Written  partly  in 
Latin  and  partly  in  English. 

XXVII.  1608.     6    Feb.,    6   JAMES    I. — Beautifully    written    in 

English.  Within  the  initial  J  is  a  half  length  por- 
trait of  the  king  in  the  robes  of  the  garter.  Along 
the  top  is  a  shaded  ornamentation  of  emblematic 
roses.  On  the  left  the  lion  sejeant  holding  the 
banner  of  St.  George,  in  the  centre  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  on  the  right  the  Unicorn  holding  the 
banner  of  St.  Andrews  (its  first  appearance  in  the 
charters).  The  seal,  of  dark  brown  wax,  is  perfect. 

XXVIII.  1616.     14  June,  14  JAMES  I. — Written  very  finely  on 

three  large  square  sheets.  There  are  few  contrac- 
tions on  the  first  two  sheets,  but  on  the  third  there 
are  very  many.  The  initials  are  somewhat  crude 
compared  with  the  last  charter,  although  the  writer 
seems  to  have  copied  the  decorations.  In  addition 
to  the  Lion  and  Unicorn  there  is  the  Fleur  de  lys. 
The  seal  is  missing.  This  charter  shews  signs  of 
considerable  use,  and  is  freely  noted  in  the  margin. 

XXIX.  1640.  27  June,  16  CHARLES  I. — Well  written  on  eight 
large  parchment  sheets.  The  heading  of  the  first 
sheet  is  rather  crude,  the  initial  letter  containing 
a  conventional  likeness  of  Charles  I.  Somewhat 
difficult  to  transcribe  owing  to  the  almost  entire 
lack  of  terminations.  The  eighth  and  last  sheet  is 
somewhat  carelessly  written  compared  with  the 
remaining  sheets.  But  a  small  portion  of  the  seal 
survives. 
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XXX.     1662.     9  Feb.,  14  CHARLES  II. — Written  on  one  small 
parchment  sheet.     Seal  missing. 

XXXI.  1688.  15  Sept.,  4  JAMES  II.— Well  written  on  four 
large  parchment  sheets.  The  heading  is  beauti- 
fully and  very  ornately  engraved,  and  has  some 
handwork.  The  initial  letter  contains  a  beautifully 
engraved  head  of  James  II.  It  should  be  valuable 
as  a  contemporary  portrait  of  the  king.  Although 
beautifully  written,  the  whole  charter  is  singularly 
lacking  in  terminations  to  words,  and  this  causes 
some  difficulty  in  transcribing.  Curiously  the  last 
page  is  the  most  fully  written. 

XXXII.  1836.  30  May,  6  WILLIAM  IV.— Written  in  English 
on  one  sheet,  with  top  and  sides  lithographed.  On 
the  top,  in  addition  to  the  Royal  Arms,  are  figures 
emblematical  of  Wisdom,  Justice  and  Industry. 
On  the  left  side  is  a  portrait  of  William  IV.,  and 
on  the  right  side  a  portrait  of  Queen  Adelaide. 
The  seal  is  perfect,  and  inclosed  in  a  flat  tin  case. 
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XXXIII.  1415.      13    Feb.,   2    HENRY   V.  —  Mostly  written   in 

French.     The  initial  letter  is  missing  and  in  the 

creases  the  writing  is  quite  illegible.  The  whole 

is  beautifully  written.  Inscribed  on  back :  "  A 
Grant  of  Henry  the  4th,  1400." 

XXXIV.  1422.     19   April,   i   HENRY  VI. — Beautifully  written 

in  black  ink.  Writing  small,  but  very  distinct. 
Space  left  for  initial  letter,  but  this  omitted.  The 
whole  document  in  splendid  state  of  preservation. 
Inscribed  on  back  :  "  i  Hen.  4th,  1400." 
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XXXIII. 
LETTERS    PATENT    2    HENRY    Y,1    1415. 


Letters  HENRICUS  dei  gracia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franci!le  et  Dominus 

(French)        Hiberniae.    Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  lltterae  pervenerint,  salutem. 


Inspeximus    tenorem    cuiusda™  peticVis  nobis   in  parliamento 
for  ten  years  nostro  apud  Westmonasterium,  ultimo  tento  exhibife  ;  et  in  rotulo 
ges'ses  of11""    eiusdem  parliamenti  irrotulatae  in  haec  verba  : 
the  Town  Au  Roy  nostre  tres  soverain  Seignenr.    Item  supplient  humblement 

amp°on  of  vos  ditz  Co'nunes  que  come  les  Mair  et  Burgeises  de  vostre  ville  de 
Fee°farinhe  Suthampton  teignent  de  vous  tresgracious  Seigueur  la  d}te  ville 
of  the  Town,  a  fee  ferme.  Rendant  ent  annuelment  a  vous  et  a  vos  heirs 
livres  ensemblement  ovesque  xl.  marcz  as  deux  priours 


of  Navarre,  aliens  en  almoigne  ordeignez  par  vos  tresnobles  progenitours  et 

as  part  of  .  .,  ,.,         *     , 

her  dower,  auxi  ils  ount  autres  tresg  undz  charges  et  expenses  nomement 

Iicense  en   qumzismes  costages  dez  p  rlementz  taillagez  muragez  fass- 


Bnrgesses  ages  gaites  factz  ponr  la  sauf  garde  reparacion  fortificacion  et 
L°andsCetce  supportation  de  mesme  la  ville  de  iour  en  autre,  as  quelles 
to  the  tresgraundes  charges  ensi  aporters  ils  nount  null  manere  rent 

of  £100.  l°  pr"fit  ne  socour  sinon  tantsoulement  lez  petitz  tolunz  dez 
marchandises  illeoqes  renduz  du  quelle  fee  ferme  la  tresnoble 
dame  dame  Johanne2  la  Roigne  Dengleterre  est  a  present  endowe 
et  la  quelle  fee  ferme  soleit  et  devoit  estre  leve  dez  ditz  tolunz 
des  marchandises  vena"ntz  et  autres  petitz  perquisitz  provenauntz 
deinz  la  d'te  ville  et  ore  tarde  pour  iij  ans  passez  les  marchantz 
aliens  que  soleient  repairer  ove  leur  marchandises  a  vostre  d'te  ville 
ount  estez  et  vnqore  sont  sustretz  parount  les  ditz  Burgeises 
ount  estez  graundement  taxes  et  issuit  par  plusours  foitz  ount 
appromptez  dautres  gentz  et  parez  de  leur  propres  biens  au  d'te 
ferme  CCCC  livres  pluis  quils  ne  purroient  ent  lever  ou  coiller 
pur  quelles  costages  taillages  et  tresgraundz  charges  faitz  graunt 
partie  dez  Burgeises  et  enhabitantz  sont  departiz  hors  de  dite  ville 

1  This  charter  Is  particularly  Interesting  as  being  the  only  one  written  in  French.    The  spelling  Is 
almost  phonetic  and  difficult  to  decipher.    The  translation  should  not  be  criticized  too  harshly  for 
various  reasons  which  would  suggest  themselves  to  students. 

2  Henry  I  V  was  twice  married  :  by  his  first  wife,  Mary  de  Bohun,  daughter  of  the  Karl  of  Hereford, 
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[TRANSLATION.] 


Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
greeting.  We  have  inspected  the  tenor  of  a  petition  presented 
in  our  last  parliament  held  at  Westminster  ;  and  enrolled  in  the 
rolls  of  the  same  parliament  in  these  words  :— 

To  our  very  sovereign  lord  and  king.  Your  said  commons 
humbly  pray  that  as  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  your  town  of 
Southampton  hold  from  you  our  very  gracious  lord  the  said 
town  at  fee  farm,  rendering  therefrom  annually  to  you  and  to 
your  heirs  £  200,  together  with  40  marks  to  two  foreign  priors 
in  Germany  ordained  by  your  very  noble  progenitors,  and  also 
they  have  other  very  great  charges  and  expenses,  namely, 
fifteenths,  parliamentary  costs,  tallages,  murages,  fossages,  gates 
made  for  the  safeguard,  repair,  fortification  and  support  of  the 
same  town  from  day  to  day,  and  from  which  very  great  charges 
thus  imposed  they  derive  no  manner  of  rent,  profit  nor  aid, 
except  only  the  petty  tolls  from  the  merchandise  there  rendered, 
with  which  fee  farm  the  very  noble  dame  Joan,  the  queen  of 
England,  is  at  present  endowed,  and  which  fee  farm  is  accus- 
tomed and  ought  to  be  levied  from  the  said  tolls  on  the  mer- 
chandise coming,  and  the  other  petty  profits  coming  to  the  said 
town  ;  and,  moreover,  for  three  years  past  the  foreign  merchants 
which  are  accustomed  to  repair  with  their  merchandise  to  your 
said  town  have  been  and  still  are  lacking,  wherefore  the  said 
burgesses  have  been  heavily  taxed  and  sued  several  times,  and 
paid  from  their  own  goods  for  the  said  farm  £"400  more  than 
they  could  levy  or  collect,  for  which  costs,  tallages  and  very 
great  charges  thus  made,  a  great  part  of  the  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  have  departed  out  of  the  said  town,  and  another 


he  had  four  sons,  Henry  V,  Thomas,  Duke  of  Clarence,  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  Humphrey,  Duke 
of  Gloucester ;  and  two  daughters,  Blanche,  married  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  and  Phlllppa,  to  the  King 
of  Denmark.  Joan,  his  second  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  widow  of  the  Duke  of 
Brittany,  brought  him  no  issue. 
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et  autre  graund  partie  de  eux  a  present  est  en  purpos  a  departier 
de  d'te  ville  deinz  brief  temps  en  desolacion  dicelle  ville  que 
dieu  defende  si  vous  tresgracious  Seigneure  plius  tost  mettes  vostre 
tresgracious  secour  et  eyde  damender  cest  graund  mischief  en 
celP  partie.  Par  quoy  plese  a  vostre  hautesce  de  vostre  grace 
especiale  sicoure  vous  estez  sov^ain  fountaigne  de  socour  a 
toutz  embosoignn"ntz  dordaigner  solonc  vostre  treshaut  discrecion 
par  avis  de  vostre  tressage  conseill  socourable  et  gracious  remedie 
en  reconsiliacion  et  comfort  des  ditz  Burgeises  et  enhabitantz 
et  supportation  de  vostre  d'te  ville  pur  dieux  et  en  ceuvre  de 
charite. 

Inspeximus  etiam  tenore™  responsionis  eiusdem  petic'ouis  in 
dicto  rotulo  parliamenti  similiter  inrotulatae  in  haec  verba. 

Purceo  que  le  Roy  est  appris  pnr  son  tressage  et  treshon°'"able 
conseil  ia  present  qne  la  contenu  en  la  d'te  petition  est  vraie. 
Et  outre  ceo  coment  pour  non  sufficeante  garde  et  defens  de 
mesme  la  ville  qllest  assis  en  le  pluis  perilous  fronture  celles 
parties  du  Roialme  a  les  enemys  purroient  avenir  legierment 
trop  hautes  meschiefs  et  damages  importables  a  Roy  et  a  toute 
sa  terre  quc  dieu  defende.  Mesme  nostre  Seig"cure  le  Roy  desirant 
laise  aide  et  comfort  de  les  enhabitantz  mesme  la  ville  queux 
ount  coute  la  garde  et  la  governante  dycell  si  anclcnt  come  il 
purra  al  effect  q"ils  eient  la  greindre  corage  de  continuer 
illoeqllo  lour  demure  et  as  autres  pur  y  venir  et  enhabiter  pur 
la  saluacion  de  la  d'te  ville  et  en  esthuante  de  tielx  damages  et 
perils.  Voet  et  graunte  de1  assent  des  seigueures  espirituelx  et 
temporelx  et  des  Comnnes  esteantz  en  cest  parlement  q"e  a  la 
tresrevprente  dame  dame  Johanne  Roigne  Dengletre  que  ad  ensi 
a  luy  assignee  en  partie  de  sa  dower  la  fee  ferme  du  d'te  ville 
qne  amounte  par  an  a  CC  livres  soit  fait  tiele  requeste  qllele  face 
mitiga('ion  et  reles  a  les  Mair  et  Burgeys  de  la  d'te  ville  et  a 
lour  successours  de  Cxi  marcs  chescun  an  durantz  x  ans 
proscheins  avenir,  Isslllt  q"ils  soient  de  mesmes  les  Cxi  marcz  par 
an  mesme  le  terme  durant  quietez  et  des°hargez  envers  mesme 
la  Roigne  et  envers  autres  qlieconqnes  en  relevacion  secour  et 
mainteignance  de  mesme  la  ville.  Et  sil  aveigne  qlie  la  d'te 
tresreverente  dame  ne  vorra  a  ces  consent ir  quadonques  le  Roy 
del  assent  des  Seigneures  et  Coumnes  avauntditz  prendra  main- 
tenant  toute  la  suisd'te  fee  ferme  en  sa  main  demesne  pur 
toutdys  pur  les  causes  et  perils  avauntditz.  Fesant  a  la  d'te 
dame  la  Roygne  recompense  cellp  partie  et  auxi  fesant  as 
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great  part  of  them  at  present  purpose  to  depart  from  the  said 
town  within  a  short  time,  to  the  desolation  of  this  town,  which 
God  forbid,  if  your  very  gracious  lord  would  soon  be  pleased 
to  grant  your  very  gracious  •  help  and  aid  to  amend  this  great 
mischief  herewith.  Wherefore  may  it  please  your  highness  of 
your  special  grace  and  succour,  you  who  are  the  sovereign 
fountain  of  help,  to  all  our  needs  to  ordain  according  to  your 
high  discretion,  by  means  of  your  very  wise  counsel,  helpful 
and  gracious  remedy  in  reconciliation  and  comfort  of  the  said 
burgesses  and  inhabitants,  and  in  support  of  your  said  town, 
with  God's  help  and  as  an  act  of  charity. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  tenor  of  the  answer  of  the  same 
petition  in  the  said  rolls  of  parliament  similarly  enrolled  in 
these  words :  — 

Because  the  king  is  informed  by  his  very  wise  and  very 
honourable  council  at  present  that  the  contents  of  the  said 
petition  is  true.  And,  moreover,  for  the  insufficient  guard  and 
defence  of  the  same  town  which  is  situated  on  the  most  perilous 
frontier  of  that  part  of  the  realm,  and  enemies  may  easily  inflict 
very  deep  mischief  and  unbearable  damages  upon  the  king  and 
upon  all  his  land,  which  God  forbid.  Our  same  lord  the  king 
desiring  the  ease,  aid  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same 
town,  and  considering  the  cost  which  the  guard  and  governance 
of  this  ancient  town  have  burdened  them,  to  the  effect  that  they 
may  have  the  great  courage  to  continue  therein  their  residence 
and  others  to  come  and  live  there  for  the  salvation  of  the  said 
town,  and  for  the  amelioration  of  such  damages  and  perils,  wills 
and  grants  by  the  assent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
of  the  commons  sitting  in  this  parliament,  that  to  the  very 
reverend  dame  Joan,  queen  of  England,  who  therefrom  had 
assigned  to  her  as  part  of  her  dower  the  fee  farm  of  the  said 
town,  which  amounts  yearly  to  £200,  should  be  made  such 
request  that  she  should  make  mitigation  and  release  to  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  and  to  their  successors 
of  140  marks  each  year  during  the  ten  years  next  ensuing, 
pleading  that  they  be  quit  and  discharged  of  the  same  140 
marks  yearly  during  the  same  term  towards  the  same  queen  and 
towards  any  others  in  relief,  aid  and  maintenance  of  the  same 
town,  and  if  it  happens  that  the  said  very  reverend  dame  shall 
not  be  able  to  consent,  that  then  the  king  with  the  assent  of 
the  lords  and  commons  aforesaid  shall  take  now  all  the  above- 
said  fee  farm  into  his  own  hand  for  ever  for  the  reasons  and 
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Mair  et  Burgeys  de  la  d'te  ville  pur  le  temps  esteantz  allow- 
ance et  acquietance  annuelment  de  les  Cxi  marcz  suisditz  pur 
le  terme  de  x  ans  avanntditz. 


[Indecipherable.] 


Et  enoutre  le  Roy  de  sa  grace  especiale  as  graunte  et  licence 
done  pur  Roy  e  ses  heirs  as  Mair  et  Burgeys  de  la  d'te  ville 
de  Suthampton  q"ils  et  lour  et  successours  Mairs  Burgeys 
illoeqnes  purront  purchacer  tres  tenementz  et  rentes  dedein  la 
purcents  de  mesme  la  ville  de  qucconque  fee  eux  soient  a  le 
value  annuell  de  C.  livres  A  avonz  et  tenuz  a  eux  et  a  lour 
successours  en  aide  et  supportation  de  les  charges  et  costages 
eux  et  lour  d'te  ville  incumbentz  pur  toutz  iours  et  ces 
saunz  (?)  ascune  fyn  a  paier  a  Roy  ou  a  ses  ditz  heirs  celles 
parties.  Prises  ent  adeprimes  les  enquestes  par  briefs  de  ad 
quod  dampnum  et  ceux  duement  retournez  en  la  chancellarie 
le  Roy  ou  de  ses  heirs  en  manere  come  ad  este  fait  et 
accustume  en  cases  semblables  perdeua"nt. 

Nos  autem  tenores  irrotulamentorum  peticionis  et  respon- 
sionis  predlctarum  ad  requisicionem  Maioris  et  Burgensium 
villae  predictae  tenore  presencium  duximus  exemplificanda. 
In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  l'tteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes. 
Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasteriu1"  tertiodecimo  die  Febru- 
arii  Anno  regni  nostri  secundo. 
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perils  aforesaid,  making  to  the  said  dame  the  queen  recompense 
herewith,  and  also  making  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the 
said  town,  for  the  time  being,  allowance  and  quittance  annually 
of  the  140  marks  abovesaid  for  the  term  of  ten  years  aforesaid. 


And  moreover,  the  king  of  his  special  grace  has  granted  and 
gives  permission  for  the  king  and  his  heirs  to  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton,  that  they  and  their 
successors,  the  mayor  and  burgesses  therewith,  may  acquire  lands, 
tenements  and  rents  within  the  precincts  of  the  same  town  of 
whatever  fee  existing  to  the  annual  value  of  ^100,  to  have  and 
hold  by  them  and  their  successors,  in  aid  and  support  of  the 
charges  and  burdens  falling  upon  them  and  their  said  town  for 
all  time,  and  this  without  any  fine  to  be  paid  to  the  king  or  to 
his  said  heirs  herewith.  Provided  it  be  found  by  enquiry  by 
writ  of  ad  quod  dampnum,  and  these  duly  returned  to  the 
chancellory  of  the  king  or  of  his  heirs  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  done  and  accustomed  in  similar  cases. 

We,  however,  have  considered  that  the  tenors  of  the  enrol- 
ments of  the  petition  and  response  aforesaid  should  be  ex- 
emplified on  the  request  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  town 
aforesaid  by  tenor  of  these  presents.  In  testimony  of  which 
we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness 
myself  at  Westminster,  on  the  i3th  day  of  February,  in  the 
second  year  of  our  reign.  [A.D.  1415.] 
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XXXIV. 
1   HENRY  YI,  1422.1 

HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Kiberniae  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint,  salTm. 

Inspeximus  cartam  Domini  Heurici  nuper  Regis  Angliae  patris 
nostri  factam  in  haec  verba :  Henricus  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae 
et  Franciae  et  Dominus  Hiberniae  Archiepiscopis,  Episcopis,  Abbat- 
ibus,  Prioribus,  Ducibus,  Comitibus,  Baronibus,  Justiciariis, 
Vicecomitibus,  prepositis,  Ministris  et  Omnibus  Ballivis  et 
fidelibus  suis,  salntem  :  Inspeximus  litteras  patentes  dom1ni  Henricl 
nuper  Regis  Angliae  patris  nostri  factas  in  haec  verba  :  Henricus 
dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  domiuus  Hiberniae  Omnibus  ad 
quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint  :  salutem.  Sciatis  quod  ob 
grandem  affecc1onem  quam  ad  pcrsonam  Johannae  Reginae 
Angliae  Consortis  nostrae  carissimae  obtinemus,  Volentes  ipsam 
eiusque  statum  amplis  et  generosis  privilegiis  insigniri  de  gr^a 
nostra  speciali  concessimus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  quantu"1 
in  nobis  est  eidem  Consorti  nostrae  qll°d  ipsa  ad  totam  vitam 
suam  habeat  omnia  et  singula  libertates  franchesias  et  privilegia 
subscripta  tarn  in  omnibus  et  singulis  Castris,2  doniiniis,  Maneriis,3 
Villis,4  terris  tenemcntls,  necnon  in  singulis  aliis  locis  sibi  per  nos  in 
dotem  seu  alias  ad  termmum  vitae  suae  assignatis  et  eorum  feodis5 
ac  locis  unde  annune  firmae  sibi  per  nos  in  dotem  seu  alias  ad 
t^m'nu"1  vitae  suae  assignantur,  quam  in  omnibus  et  singulis 
Castris,  dominiis  Maneriis,  Villis,  terris,  tenementis,  Prioratibus,  et 
possessionibus  quibuscumque  et  singulis  aliis  locis  et  eorum 
feodis  sibi  per  nos  in  dotem  seu  alias  ad  term!num  vitae  suae 
assignatis  seu  pL<r  nos  vel  heredes  nostros  assignandis  ac  in  cunctis 
locis  et  eorum  feodis  unde  annuae  firmae,  summae,  apportus,  vel 
redditus  sibi  et  Maglstro  Johanni  Kyngton  qui  habitum  religionis 
assumpsit  in  quo  professus  est,  ac  Johanni  de  Tibbay  clericis  ex 
nominacioue,  consensu,  et  voluntate  eiusdem  Consortis  nostrae 


1  These  letters  patent  were  an  exemplification  of  the  charter  (dated  at  Southampton,  hence  unique 
among  the  charters)  of  Henry  V,  of  inspeximus  of  the  charter  of  Powers,  Franchises  and  Privileges  of 
Henry  IV  (1413)  in  favour  of  his  consort,  Queen  Joan. 

This  charter  is  here  Inserted  because  it  is  rather  of  general  than  of  local  interest.  It  is  interesting 
as  exhibiting  the  dowry  of  a  queen  in  mediaeval  times.  It  is  peculiarly  interesting,  amongst  other 
things,  In  mentioning  the  various  ways  of  holding  land,  the  methods  of  deriving  revenues  thence,  the 
ancient  names  of  the  political  divisions,  to  name  only  a  few  of  its  items.  It  Is  not  translated  as,  generally 
speaking,  it  is  very  simple,  and  with  the  help  of  the  notes  should  present  no  difficulty. 

2  Castles. 

3  An  ancient  Lordship  formerly  called  Barony. 
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seu  aliquibus  aliis  ad  usum  et  proficuum  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae 
assignantur  seu  eidem  Consorti  nostrae  vel  alicui  alii  aut  aliis  ad 
opus  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  assignabuntur  infutur0.  Aceciam 
in  quibuscumque  possessionibus  et  eorum  feodis  dlctae  Consorti 
n°9trae  seu  alicui  alii  aut  aliis  ad  usum  et  proficuum  eiusdem 
Consortis  nostrae  nomine  custodiae  per  nos  colllmissis  seu  per  nos 
vel  heredes  nostros  committendls  qliamdiu  custodias  habuerit  seu 
habuerint  supradictas,  Videllcet  quod  eaclem  Censors  nostra  habeat 
omnia  bona  et  catalla  omuiuul  hoaiinuul  et  tenencium  de  et  in 
Castris  Dominiis,  Maneriis  Villis  terris  tenementis  Prioratibus 
possessionibus  et  locis  predictis  ac  eorum  feodis  ut  premittitur 
assignatis  et  assignand'8,  commissis  et  committendis  postquam  sic 
commissa  seu  assignata  fuerint,  necnon  omnium  residencium  infra 
eadem  Castra  dolllinia  Maneria  Villas  terras  tenementa  Prioratus, 
possessiones  et  alia  loca  predicta  sic  assignat8  et  assignand", 
coulmissa  et  co"'mittenda  et  eorum  feoda  convictorum  sive 
attinctorum  de  felonia  sive  in  exigendis  de  felonia  positorum 
sive  utlagatorum  de  felonia  de  contemptu  transgressione  debito 
compoto6  aut  alia  acc'one  quacumque  sive  ad  sectam  nostram 
vel  heredum  nostrorum  seu  ad  sectam7  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  vel 
alterius  partis  cuiuscumque  quodque  omnia  bona  et  catalla 
forisfaeta8  seu  confiscata  omnium  hominum  et  tenencium  suorum 
ac  residencium  quorumcumque  de  et  in  Castris  Dominiis, 
Maneriis  Villis  terris  tenementis  Prioratibus  possessionibus  locis 
et  feodis  predictis  et  eciam  felonu™  de  se  et  omninm  aliorum 
felonum,  fugatorum,  dampnatorum,  utlagatorum,9  seu  Waiviat- 
arum10  ex  quacumque  causa  et  per  quamcunque  causam  tam 
quorumcumque  Ministrorum  nostrorum  et  heredum  riostrorum 
quam  dictae  Consortis  n°Ve  aut  aliorum  licet  humsmodl  homines 
tenentes  residentes  seu  ministri  sint  alibi  tenentes  nostri  vel 
heredum  nostrorum  aut  aliarum  pcrsonarum  quarumcumque 
ubicumque  huiusmodi  delicta  riant  seu  fieri  contigit,  licet 
huiusmodi  delinquentes  de  feodo  prefatae  Consortis  n°8trae  ad 
feoda  aliorum  sive  de  feodis  aliorum  ad  feoda  ipsius  Consortis 


4  Villages. 

5  Feudal  duties  which  a  vassal  renders  to  his  lord  in  return  for  using  to  his  profit  the  lands  which 
always  remain  to  the  lord. 

6  A  writ  to  compel  a  bailiff  to  render  his  accounts. 
i  Suit. 

8  Forfeiterl. 
»  Outlawed. 
10  Goods  stolen  aud  thrown  away  on  pursuit. 
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nostrae  fugam  fecerint.  Ita  qnod  signis  hominum  tenencium 
residencium  seu  delinquencium  huiusmodi  pro  aliqua  felonia 
seu  alia  acc'one  quacumque  vitam  vel  membrum  debeat  amittere 
seu  fugerit  et  iudicio  stare  noluerit  vel  non  occuparint  sive  sit 
utlagatus  aut  Waiviata  aut  aliam  transgressionem  forisfacturam 
seu  quamcumque  fiat  vel  facere  omiserit  seu  facere  neglexerit  per 
quod  catalla1  sua  pcrdere  debeat  in  quacumque  Curla  iusticia 
de  eo  fieri  debeat  sine  ac  coram  nobis  vel  heredibus  aut  alibi 
coram  Iusticiariis  nostris  vel  heredum  nostrum  de  nostro  Banco  vel  de 
alio  Cancellar10  seu  Thesaurario2  et  Baronibus  nostris  de  Sc^c^io3 
nostro  et  coram  Iusticiarils  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  itinerantibus 
ad  commnnia  placita  et  placita  forestae  ac  placita  coronae  assignata 
et  assignanda  ac  coram  Iusticiariis  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  ad 
diversa  felonias  et  malefacta  et  alias  res  quascumque  tarn  ad 
sectam  nostram  et  heredum  nostrorum  qliam  ad  sectam  ipsius 
Consortis  nostrae  et  aliorum  quorumque  audienda  et  t^minand11 
assignata  et  assignanda,  Aceciam  coram  Iusticlariis  nostris  et  heredum 
nostrorum  ad  assisas  iuratas  et  certificac1ones  et  quascumque  alias 
inquisiciones  capiendas  et  ad  gaolas  deliberandas4  assignas  et  coram 
Senescallo  et  Marescall0  et  clerico  mercati  hospicii  nostri  et  here- 
dum nostrorum  necnon  coram  Iusticiariis  nostris  et  heredum  nostro- 
rum  ad  pacem  et  ad  statuta  et  ordinacaones  de  artificibus  labor- 
atoribus  servientibus  et  victualibus  ac  de  ponderibus  et  mensuris 
consernand18  assignatls  et  assignand18  aceciam  coram  omnibus  aliis 
Iusticiuriis  Officiariis  et  ministris  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  tam 
in  absencia  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum  quam  in  presencia  nostra  et 
heredum  nostrorum  et  in  omnibus  aliis  Curiis  locis  et  placeis  sint 
bona  et  catalla  ilia  prcfatae  Consortis  nostrae  ad  totam  vitam  suam. 
Et  qnod  bene  liceat  eidem  Consorti  nostrae  ac  Ministris  et  servient- 
ibus  suis  absque  impedimento  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum  et 
omnium  aliorum  ornciariorum  et  Ministrorum  predlctorum  necnon 
Vicecomitum  Escaetorum5  Coronatorum6  Maiorum  Ballivorum 


1  Chattels. 

2  Treasury. 

s  Exchequer. 
<  Gaol  deliveries. 

3  Escheator.an  officer  appointed  by  the  Fjord  Treasurer  in  every  county  to  examine  into  claiiiis  for 
lands  which  have  fallen  to  a  lord  bj  escheat,  that  is,  by  forfeiture,  or  by  death  of  a  former  tenant. 

6  The  coroner  (who  seems  to  be  first  mentioned  in  King  Athelktane's  charter  to  Beverly,  925)  was 
originally  an  officer  who  dealt  wholly  for  the  king  and  the  crown.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  (the 
Justiciar)  was  the  sovereign  coroner  for  the  whole  realm. 

1  Possession. 

»  Parishes. 

»  Deciners  or  Deziners,  the  group  of  ten  households  which  bound  theitselves  to  keep  the  king's 
peace,  and  which  was  the  origin  of  the  Friburghs,  Fraukpiedges  or  Court  Leets. 


APPENDIX    II.  221 


ac  aliorum  Ministrorum  n°8trorum  et  heredum  nostrorum  quorum- 
cumque  ponere  se  in  seisinam7  de  bonis  et  catallis  predlctis  in 
omnibus  et  singulis  casibus  predlctis  ac  aliis  casibus  quibuscumque 
quando  officiarii  Ballivi  seu  ministri  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum 
bona  et  catalla  predlcta  in  manum  n°8tram  seu  in  manus  heredum 
nostrorum  seisire  possent  et  deberent  si  ad  nos  vel  heredes  nostros 
pertinerent  et  eadem  bona  et  catalla  ad  opus  et  proficuum  eiusdem 
Consortis  nostrae  percipere  et  habere.  Ac  quod  eadem  Censors  nostra 
habeat  ad  totam  vitam  suam  omnes  fines  pro  transgressionibus  et 
aliis  malefactis  quibuscumque  fines  pro  concelamento  fines  pro 
licencia  concordandi,  fines  pro  contemptu  fines  pro  viridi  et  ven- 
ac^e  fines  pro  falso  clamato  de  omnibus  hominibus  tenencibus  et 
risidentibus  predlctis,  quamqnam  iidem  homines  tenentes  et  resid- 
entes  Ministri  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum  existant  seu  alibi 
de  nobis  tenuerunt  in  capite  ut  de  Corona  seu  de  aliis  personis 
quibuscumque.  Et  eciam  quod  eadem  censors  nostra  habeat  ad 
totam  vitam  suam  omnes  fines  redempc'ones  exitus  et  amercia- 
menta  tarn  quorumcumque  hominum  et  tenencium  de  et  in  Castris 
Dominiis  maneriis  villis  terris  tenementls  Prioratibus  possessionibus 
et  locis  predictis  et  eorum  feodis  eidem  Consorti  nostrae  ut  perfert"r 
assignatls  et  assignand18  concessis  et  concedend18  commissis  et 
committendis  et  omni  infra  eadem  Castris,  domlnia  Maneria  Villas 
terras  tenementa  Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  ac  eorum  feoda  ut 
predlctum  est  assignata  et  assignand8  concessa  et  concedenda 
commissa  et  conimittenda  residencium  qnam  omni"ni  Villatarum,8 
Decennarum,9  Wapentachiorum,10  Koparum,11  lastorum12  et  hun- 
dredorum13  quorumcumque  infra  eadem  Castra  dominia  Maneria 
Villas,  terras  Prioratus  possessiones  et  alia  loca  predicta  et 
eorum  feoda  quamquam  aliquis  hominum  tenencium  et  residen- 
cium Villatarum,  Decennarum,  Wapentachiorum,  Koparum, 
lastorum  et  hundredorum  predictorum  Ministrornm  nostroram  vel  here- 
dum n°8trorum  fuerit  vel  de  nobis  seu  heredibus  nostris  vel  de  aliis 


10  Wapentake  (i.e.,  weapon-tak  or  touching),  the  Hundred,  a  name  used  in  the  sub-division  of  a 
county  north  of  the  Trent.    The  word  is  Danish.    The  Chief  of  the  Hundred,  on  hi8  appointment, 
appeared  on  a  certain  day  on  horseback  with  a  pike  In  his  hand,  and  all  the  chief  men  of  his  hundred 
met  hhii  with  their  lances  and  touched  his  pike  as  a  sign  that  they  would  act  loyally. 

11  This  word,  found  in  the  Domesday  Book,  is  said  to  signify  a  hill.    It  Is  applied  to  the  tribute  due 
to  the  lord  from  the  lead  mines  of  Derbyshire. 

"  Egress  and  Regress  to  the  King's  Highway, 
The  Miners  have ;  and  Lot  and  Cope  they  pay." 

"  Sixpence  a  Load  for  Cope  the  Lord  demands."— Manlove. 

12  In  the  marshes  of  Kent,  a  court  of  24  summoned  by  the  bailiffs,  wherein  orders  were  made  to 
levy  taxes  for  the  preservation  of  the  marshes. 

is  Part  of  a  county,  so  called  because  it  contained  ten  tithiugs  and  a  hundred  families,  or  because 
it  supplied  the  king  with  100  soldiers.    First  ordained  by  Alfred  the  Great. 
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tenuerint  quovis  modo,  et  qnamvis  manucaptores  sive  plegii 
homiunra  tenencium  vel  residencium  Villatarum,  decennarum, 
koparum,  lastornm  seu  hundredorum  predictorum  seu  eorum  aliquis 
homo  tenens  vel  residens  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  infra  Castra 
d°Dlinia  Maneria  Villas  terras  tene"'enta  Prioratus  possessions  et 
alia  loca  predlcta  et  eorum  feoda  minime  fuerit,  vel  alibi  de 
nobls  seu  heredibus  nostris  seu  de  aliis  tenu^it  quibuscumque, 
necnon  annum  diem  et  vastum  et  estreppamentum  et  quoq"°m0d° 
ad  nos  vel  heredes  nostros  pertinere  poterit  de  anno  die  et  vasto  et 
estreppamento1  forisfacturis  et  murdris  tam  omninm  et  singulorum 
homiunm  tenencium  et  residencium,  qliam  Villatarum  decennarum 
Wapentachiorum  roparum  lastorum  et  hundre(1orum  predictorum 
in  quibuscumque  Cur118  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  seu  in 
quacumque  Cur1a  alterius  contigerit  quod  dicti  homines  tenentes 
seu  residentes  Villatae  decennne  Kopae  lasta  seu  hundrc<1a, 
manucaptores2  seu  plegii  predicta  fines  facient  vel  amerciata 
erunt  vel  exitus  forisfacient,  seu  qnod  predicta  annus,  dies,  vastum 
et  estreppamentum  forisfacturae  vel  murdrum  adiudicata  erunt 
tam  in  precencia  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum  qnam  in  absencia 
nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum  et  tam  coram  nobis  et  heredibus 
nostris  et  in  Cancellaria  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum,  ac  coram 
Thesaurario  et  Baronibus  nostris  de  Scaccario  nostro  et  heredum 
nostrorum  et  coram  Iustic1arns  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  de 
conununi  Banco  necnon  coram  Senescallo  et  Marescall0  seu  Cor- 
onatore  hospicii  nostri  et  heredum  nostrorum  vel  clerico  mercati 
qui  pro  tempore  erunt  et  in  aliis  Curiis  nostris  et  heredum  nostro- 
rum  quam  coram  Iusticiariis  nostris  itinerantibus  ad  commnnia  placita 
et  ad  placita  foristae  Iustic1ariis  ad  assisas  capiendas  et  gaolas 
deliberandas  ac  coram  quibuscumque  aliis  Iustician"  et  Ministris 
nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  tam  in  presencia  nostra  et  heredum 
nostrorum  qnam  in  absencia  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum  adeo 
plene  et  integre  sicut  nos  et  heredes  nostri  ea  haberemus  si  ilia 
prefatae  Consorti  n"strae  non  concessissemus.  Ita  quod  predicta 
Censors  n°9tra  por  manus  Ballivorum  et  aliorum  Ministrorum 
suorum  levare  percipere  et  habere  possit  fines  redempc'ones  et 
amerciamenta  necnon  exitus  forisfactos  forisfaeturas  et  quicquid 
ad  nos  vel  heredes  nostros  pcrtinere  poterit  de  anno  die  et  vasto 
et  estreppamento  forisfncturis  et  murdris  de  et  in  Castris  domlniis 
Maneriis  Villis  terris  tenementis  Prioratibus  et  possessionibus 
quibuscumque  ac  aliis  locis  pred!ctis  et  eorum  feodis  ut  prefert"r 


i  Strep  or  estrepement  Is  the  spoiling  of  lands  and  woods  by  a  tenant  for  life  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  next  heir. 
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assignati3  et  assignand13,  concessis  et  concedend18,  commissis  et 
committend19  quae  coram  dlctis  Iusticlarils  itinerantibus  ad  commnnia 
placita  et  ad  placita  foresfe  ac  coram  dlctis  Senescallo  et  Mares- 
call0  Coronatore  vel  clerico  mercati  fieri  vel  adiudicari  contigerit 
per  extractas  eorundem  Iusticiarlornm  itinerantium  in  itineribus  suis 
ac  predictorum  Senescalli  et  Marescall1  Coronatoris  et  clerici  in 
sessionibus  suis,  ballivis  et  Ministris  predictae  Consortis  nostrae 
inde  liberandornm.  Aceciam  fines  redempciones  et  committenda 
quam  infra  eadem  sic  assignata  et  assignand8  concessa  et  con- 
cedend8' commissa  et  committenda  residentibus  quae  coram  nob19 
et  heredibus  nostris  vel  in  Cancellarla  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum 
seu  Thesanrarl°  et  Baronibus  de  Scaccario  n°8tro  et  heredum  nostrorum 
vel  coram  Iusticlarils  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  de  commnni  Banco 
sive  coram  Iusticlarils  ad  assisas  capiendas  aut  gaolas  deliberandas 
aut  Iusticlariis  ad  transgressiones  et  felonias  audiendas  et  termin- 
andas  assignatas  or  assignandas  seu  coram  aliis  Iusticiarlis  et 
Ministris  nostris  vel  heredum  nostrorum  quibuscumque  fieri  vel 
adiudicari  contigerit  per  extractas  de  Scaccario  n°8tro  vel  heredum 
nostrorum  Ballivis  et  Ministris  prefatae  Consortis  nostrae  per  manus 
Vicecomitum  in  quorum  Ballivis  Castra  dominia  Maneria  Villae 
terrae  tenementa  Prioratus  possessiones  et  alia  loca  predlcta  et  eorum 
feoda  existunt  liberanda  sine  occaslone  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel 
heredum  nostrorum  Iusticioruin  Vicecomitum  Escaetorum  Balliv- 
orum  aut  aliorum  Ministrorum  nostrorum  vel  heredum  nostrorum 
quorumcumque.  Et  quod  eadem  Censors  nostra  per  ministros  suos 
seisire  et  capere  possit  ad  voluntatem  suam  ad  opus  ipsius 
Consortis  nostrae  Wayfs  et  Strays,  deodanda,  thesaurum  et  alia 
inventa,  Wreccum  maris,  flotes  et  pisces  supradicta  et  qnod  eadem 
Consors  nostra  ad  totam  vitam  suam  habeat  quaecumque  bona  et 
catalla  vocata  manuopera  capta  seu  capiend8  cum  quacumque 
persona  infra  Castra  Dominia  Maneria  Villas  terras  teneinenta 
Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  predlcta  ac  eorum  feoda  prefatae 
Consorti  nostrae  ut  predlctum  est  assignata  et  assignanda  concessa  et 
concedend",  commissa  et  committenda  et  per  eandem  personam 
nostram  quocumque  iudice  deaduocata,  tarn  hominum  et  tenen- 
cium  aliorum  et  de  feodo  alieno  quam  hominum  et  tenencium 
suorum  de  feodo  suo  proprio,  necnon  omnium  et  singulorum 
residencium  infra  Castra  Dominia  Maneria  Villas  terras  Prior- 
atus possessiones  et  loca  predlcta  ac  eorum  feoda  ut  prefertur 
assignata  et  assignanda  concessa  et  concedenda  commissa  et 

2  A  man  taken  cm  suspicion  of  felony. 
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committenda,  qnamqnam  iidem  homines  tenentes  seu  residentes 
Ministri  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum  fuerint  seu  de  nobis  vel 
heredibus  nonris  ibi  vel  alibi  tenuerint  in  capite  seu  de  aliis 
quibuscumque.  Et  qnod  eadem  censors  nostra  habeat  et  teneat  ad 
totam  vitam  suam  omnia  Castra  Dominia  Maneria  Villas  terras 
tenementa  prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  predicta  ac  eorum  feoda 
eidem  Consorti  nostrae  sic  assignata  et  assignanda  concessa  et 
concedenda  con!missa  et  co"'mittenda  cum  omuibus  libertatibus 
et  liboris  consuetudinibus  suis  libera  et  quieta  de  quibuscumque 
sectis  Curiae  shirarum  sive  Comltutnum  trithingorum  koparum 
decennarum  lastorum  hundredorum  Wapentachiorum  turnorum 
Vicecomitum  et  aliorum  quorumcumque  ad  huiusmodi  turna 
spectancium  ac  aliorum  similium  et  de  auxilio  Vicecomitum  et 
annua  certa  sive  capiatnr  per  hidatas  sive  pcr  carucatas  terrae  sive 
per  Villatas  seu  alio  modo  quocumque  et  de  pecunia  danda  p1'0 
murdro  et  latrocinio  et  de  denariis  ad  francumplegum  pertinent- 
ibus  et  toll  et  theam  infangthef  et  outfangthef  et  sok  et  sak  et 
quod  habeat  quietanciam  de  Castris,  dominiis  Maneriis  Villis 
terris  tenementis  Prioratibus  possessionibus  et  locis  predictis  et 
eorum  feodis  sic  assign"118  et  assignandis  concessis  et  concedendis 
co"'missis  et  committendis  tam  ppr  se  ipsa  quam  ppr  ho"linibus 
tenentibus  et  residentibus  infra  Castra  Dominia  Maneria  Villas 
terras  tenenienta  Prioratus  possessiones  ac  alia  loca  predicta  ac 
eorum  feoda  et  quibuscumque  firrnar118  sive  custodibus  eorun- 
dem  Castrorum  Dominiorum  Manei'iorum  Villarum  terrarum 
^enemeutorum  priOratuum  possessionum  et  locorum  et  eorum 
feodorum  per  quaecumque  demanda  (?)  nostra  de  muragio 
pontagio  passagio  theoloneo  pedagio1  panagio12  stallagio 
picagio  caiagio  Waifagio  ancoragio  cornagio3  et  tallagio4 
geldio,5  danegeldio,0  blodwyte,7  flytwyte,8  operac1onibus  castell- 
orum  murorum  pontium  parcorum  fossatorum  calcetorum9  et 
domorum  per  totam  potestatem  nostram.  Et  eciam  quod  eadem 
Censors  nostra  ad  totam  vitam  suam  habeat  et  teneat  omnia 


1  A  toll  paid  by  travellers  on  foot  or  horseback. 

2  Taxes  paid  for  the  food  of  hogs  in  the  king's  forests. 

3  A  feudal  service,  which  was  to  blow  a  horn  when  any  Invasion  of  the  Scots  occurred. 

4  Any  toll,  tax,  tribute. 

5  The  price  paid  for  slaying  man  or  beast. 

«  The  Danegeld  was  a  tax  of  I/-  (later  2/-)  laid  upon  every  hide  of  land  by  the  Danes  upon  the 
Saxons.  Others  say  it  was  a  levy  for  clearing  the  seas  of  Danish  pirates.  Ethelred  II  levied  this  tax, 
which  he  paid  to  the  Danes  to  prevent  invasion.  It  was  probably  the  precedent  for  a  land  tax.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  abolished  by  Stephen,  but  its  occurrence  here  seems  to  point  to  the  fact  that  the  kiug 
still  claimed  the  right  to  lery  it. 
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predlcta  Castra  domlnia  Maneria  Villas  terras  tenementa  Prioratus 
possessiones  et  loca  et  eorum  feoda  sibi  sic  assignata  et  assignanda 
concessa  et  concedend11  commissa  et  committenda  cum  forestis, 
chaceis,  parcis,  boscis,  warennis,  cum  feriis,  mercatis  aquis  viis 
piscariis,10  communiis,  assartis11  vastis  et  perpresturis  aceciam  arent- 
ac'o^bus12  et  redditibus  quorumcumque  assartorum  vastorum  et 
perpresturarum  tarn  temporibus  progenitorum  nostrorum  quondam 
Regum  Angliae  qnam  n°9tro  infra  Castra,  Dominia,  Maneria  Villas 
terras  tenementa  Prioratus  possessiones  forestas  pascos  chaceas13 
boscos14  warennas15  ac  loca  predlcta  assignata  et  assignanda  con- 
cessa et  concedenda  commissa  et  committenda  arentatorum  et  ex 
nunc  arentandorum  una  cum  fmibus  pro  ingressu  huiusmodi 
vastorum  assartorum  et  perpresturarum  sic  arentans.  Et  qnod 
eadem  censors  nostra  habeat  ad  totam  vitam  suam  liberam  waren- 
nam  suam  in  omnibus  Castris  dominiis  Maneriis  Villis  terris 
tenementis  Prioratibus  possessionibus  et  locis  predictis  et  eorum 
feodis  sic  assign8113  et  assignand19,  concessis  et  concedend18, 
commissis  et  committendis.  Et  qnod  dlcta  Censors  nostra  ad  totam 
vitam  suam  per  ministros  suos  in  omnibus  predlctis  Castris,  domlniis 
Maneriis  Villis  terris  tenementls  Prioratibus  possessionibus  et  locis 
ac  eorum  feodis  tarn  in  presencia  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum  qnam 
in  absencia  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum  faciat  et  habeat  assaiam 
et  assesam  panis  vini  et  ansiae16  et  omnimodorum  aliorum 
victual ium  mensurarum  ac  ponderum  quorumcumque,  necnon 
aliorum  ad  officium  clerici  de  mercato  hospitii  nostri  vel  heredum 
nostrorum  pertinencium  sive  spectancium  cum  punicjone  et  emen- 
dac1one  eorundem  et  quicquid  ad  idem  officium  pertinet  faciendum 
et  exercendnm  quociens  et  quando  expediens  fuerit  et  necesse,  et 
omnes  fines  redempc1ones  et  amerciamenta  ac  omnimoda  alia 
proficua  inde  proveniencia  ad  usum  ipsius  consortis  nostrae  habeat 
et  percipiat  ad  totam  vitam  suam  supradictam,  Ita  q"°d  clericus 
mercati  hospicii  nostri  et  heredum  nostrorum  Castra,  domlnia 
Maneria  Villas  terras  tenementa  Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca 


7  Fine  paid  for  the  shedding  of  blood. 

6  Remission  of  a  fine  to  a  fugitive  who  has  been  pardoned. 

»  A  road  repaired  with  stones. 

10  Pishing  rights. 

11  Plucking  up  trees  by  the  roots. 

12  License  to  owners  of  lands  in  forests  to  enclose  them  with  a  low  hedge  or  ditch, 
is  A  chase  Is  woody  ground  unenclosed. 

M  Woods. 

is  German,  wahren— to  guard.      A  place  privileged  by  the  king  for  keeping  such  as  rabbits, 
pheasants,  etc. 
16  Beer  (?; 
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predicta  ac  eorum  feoda  tarn  sibi  per  nos  ut  predlctum  est  assignata 
concessa  et  coinmissa,  qnam  eidem  per  nos  et  heredes  nostros 
assignand"  concedenda  et  committenda  pro  alignibus  ad  officium 
suum  pertinentibus  sive  spectantibus  faciend  seu  exigend  nullo 
modo  ingrediatur.  Et  q"°d  eadem  censors  noslra  habeat  ad  totam 
vitam  suam  visum  franciplegii  et  quicquid  ad  visum  ilium 
pertinet  auxilium  vicecomitis  thethingpenyes1  certum  redditum 
et  quicquid  ad  ternum  vicecomitis  et  visum  franciplegii  pertinet 
infra  Castra  don)inia  Maneria  Villas  terras  tenementn  Prioratus 
possessiones  et  loca  predicta  ac  eorum  feoda  assignata  et 
assignand"  concessa  et  concedend"  commissa  et  committenda  de 
omnibus  infra  eadem  Castra  dominia  Villas  terras  tenementa  et  loca 
ac  eorum  feoda  residentibus  tarn  hominnm  et  tenencium  aliorum 
et  de  feodo  alieno,  q"am  hominnm  et  tenencium  suorum  et  de 
feodo  suo  proprio  una  cum  proficuis  emolumentis  et  proventibus 
inde  provenientibus  quibuscumque.  Et  q"°d  dicta  Censors  nostra 
ad  totam  vitam  suam  habeat  per  brevia  nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum 
Iusticiornai  quos  ipsa  duxerit  no":inandos  ad  itinerandum  ad  placita 
forestae  in  quibuscumque  forestis  sibi  per  nos  concessis  sive  per 
nos  vel  heredes  nostros  imposterum  concedendis  quociens  opus 
fuerit  et  sibi  viderit  expedire  una  cum  omnibus  finibus  redemp- 
cVibus  exitibus  forisfactis  et  forisfaciendls  amerciamentis  foris- 
f^turis  et  aliis  proncuis  quibuscumque  de  itineribus  predictis  seu 
ratione  eorundem  itinerum  tarn  pro  transgressionibus  de  viridi  et 
venacV'e  q"am  pro  delictis  et  causis  quibuscumque  qualiter- 
cumque  provenientibus  sive  emergentibus,  Ita  quod  eadem  consors 
nostra  per  manus  Ballivorum  et  Ministrorum  suorum  fines 
redeu'pc'oues  exitus  forisfac'tos  amerciamenta  forisfa''turas  et  alia 
proficua  predieta  de  illis  qui  homines  seu  tenentes  de  vel  in  Castris 
Dominiis  Maneriis  Villis  terris  tenemeut13  Prioratibus  possessionibus 
ac  locis  predictis  et  eorum  feodis  vel  residentes  infra  eadem  vel 
aliquod  eorum  fuerint,  licet  iidem  ho"'ines  tenentes  seu  residentes 
Ministri  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum  fuerint  seu  de  nobis  tenuerint 
in  capite  per  baroniam  aut  de  aliis  aliter  quovis  modo  per 
extractas  eorundem  Iusticiariornm  itinerantium  in  itinfcribus  suis 
eisdem  Ballivis  et  Ministris  inde  liberandls  lenare  percipere  et 
habere  possit  et  omnes  fines  redempc1ones  exitus  forisfactos 
amerciamenta  forisfacturas  et  alia  proficua  predicta  de  illis  qui 

1  Tithing  pence. 

2  Chantries— a  little  chapel  In  a  cathedral  endowed  for  the  maintenance  of  one  or  more  priests  to 
sing  masses  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  the  donor. 

3  Hertots  (?)  -a  tribute  given  to  the  lord  of  a  manor  better  to  prepare  him  for  war  (Sax.  hereyeat, 
war  preparation). 
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homines  seu  tenentes  de  vel  in  Castris  dominiis  Maneriis  Villis 
terris  tenementis  Prioratibus  possessionibus  et  locis  predictis  ac 
eorum  feodis  vel  residentes  infra  eadem  Castra  dominia  Maneria 
villas  terras  tenemeilta  Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  ac  eorum 
feoda  non  fuerint,  quamvis  iidem  homines  Ministri  nostri  fuerint  vel 
heredum  nostrum  vel  alibi  de  nobis  vel  heredibus  nostris  tenuerint 
in  capite  ut  de  corona  per  baroniam  vel  aliter  sive  de  aliis  aliter 
quibuscumque  habeat  et  percipiat  ad  Scaccarium  nostrnm  et  heredum 
n°8trorum  per  manus  Vicecomitum  et  ballivorum  libertatum  de 
quorum  ballivis  fuerint ;  prout  nos  ea  percipcremus  et  ad  nos 
pertinerent  sive  occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel  heredum 
nostrorum  seu  Ministrorum  nostrorum  et  heredum  nostrorum 
quorumcumque.  Volumus  insuper  et  concedimus  pro  nobis  et 
heredibus  nostris  quantum  in  nobis  est  quod  eadem  Censors  nostra 
habeat  et  teneat  ad  totam  vitam  suam  tam  omnia  Castra  dominia 
Maneria  Villas  terras  tenemcnta  et  loca  predicta  qliam  Prioratus  et 
possessiones  predlctos  sibi  per  nos  prius  concessa  et  alia  quae- 
cumque  sibi  per  nos  et  heredes  nostros  imposterum  concedend* 
una  cum  feodis  militum  adnotac^ibus  ecclesiarum  Prioratuum 
Capellarum  Cantariarum2  et  quarumcumque  domorum  religios- 
arum,  reversionibus  Wardis  maritagiis  releviis  heriett183  escaetis 
redditibus  servitiis  franchesiis  privilegiis  libertatibus  et  liberis 
consuetudinibus  ad  premissa  concessa  seu  concedenda  seu  eorum 
quodlicet  ubicllmque  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  assignantur  seu  eidem 
Consorti  nostrae  aut  alicui  alii  vel  aliis  ad  usum  eiusdem  Con- 
sortis nostrae  assignabuntur  infutur0.  Et  quod  eadem  Censors 
nostra  habeat  ad  totam  vitam  suam  custodiam  omnium  terrarum  et 
teneinentortim  de  se  mediate  vel  immediate  tentorum,  omninm  illorum 
qui  de  nobis  vel  heredibus  nostris  tenuerint  per  servicium  militare 
durante  minori  etate  heredum  huiusmodi  tenencium  Prerogativa 
nostra  vel  heredum  nostrorum  in  aliquo  non  obstante.  Et  quod 
tam  eadem  Censors  nostra  et  omnes  firrnar11  sui  qnam  omues  et 
singuli  homines  et  tenentes  de  et  in  Castris  douainiis  Maneriis  Villis 
terris  tenementis  Prioratibus  possessionibus  et  aliis  locis  prodictis  et 
eorum  feodis  sibi  ut  promittitur  concessis  seu  concedendis  liberi 
sint  et  quieti  de  quibuscumque  prisis  et  chiminagio4  et  capc!ou- 
ibus  cariagiorum  equorum  carectarum  planstrorum  et  aliorum 
cariagiorum  necnon  frumenti  ordei6  siliginis6  avenarum7  fab- 

4  A  toll  duo  for  having  a  way  through  a  forest.    Similar  to  the  pedage. 

5  Barley, 
o  Wheat. 
7  Oats. 
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arum1  pisarum2  bourn  vaccarum  ommum  porcorum  porcellorum 
caprarum  sive  edorum  agnorum  vitulorum  aucarum3  caponum 
gallinarum  pullorum  columbarum  aliorumque  volatilium  cun- 
iculorum4  ferarum  onorum  salis  feni5  straminis6  maeremii7  bosci 
subbasci  focalis8  carbonii9  aliorumque  utensilium  et  victualium 
quorumcumque.  Ita  q110d  nullus  emptor  vel  pernisorum  sive 
captorum  hospicii  n"ftri  et  heredu"1  nostrorum  aut  alius  minister 
noster  vel  heredu"1  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcuulque  dlcta 
Castra  domlnia  maneria  Villas  terras  tenementil  prioratus  possession- 
ibus  et  loca  ac  eorum  feoda  ut  promittitur  concessa  seu  con- 
cedenda  ad  aliqua  horum  capienda  non  ingrediatur  absque  speciali 
voluntate  et  licencia  dictne  Ccnsortis  nostrae  et  Ministrorum 
suorum  durante  vita  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  supradlcta.  Et  eciam 
quod  eadem  Consors  nostra  ad  totam  vitam  habeat  quaecumque 
estapia  et  evasiones  tarn  felonum  quam  aliorum  tam  adiudicat- 
orum  q"am  adiudicandorum  infra  predlcta  Castra  don"nia  Maneria 
Villas  tcrras  tenementa  Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  ac  eorum 
feoda  facta  seu  facienda  quae  ab  aliquibus  hominibus  tenentibus 
et  residentibus  sive  Villatis  aut  aliis  Co'nitatibus  huiusmodi 
quibuscumque  infra  Castra  dominia  Mancria  Villas  terras  tencmeuta 
Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  predicta  ac  eorum  feoda  ut  predk'tum 
est  concessa  seu  concedend'1  requiruntur  demandant"1'  requiri  seu 
demandari  quovis  modo  potci'unt  infutur0 ;  et  ql'°d  eadem  Consors 
nostra  pnr  ballivos  et  Ministros  suos  huiusmodi  estapia  et  enas- 
iones  postqllam  adiudicata  fucrint ;  ad  opus  ipsius  Consortis  nosV'e 
libere  possit  levare  percipere  et  habere  absque  impedimento  seu 
occas'one  nostri  et  heredum  nostrorum  Vicecomitum  Escaetorum 
ballivorum  seu  aliorum  Ministrorum  nostrorum  vel  heredum 
nostrorum  quorumcumque.  Et  ulterius  concedimlls  et  hac  carta 
nostra  confirmavimus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nnstris  quod  si  Vice- 
comites  vel  ballivi  lib''rtatum  hundr^'orum  Wapentachiorum 
Koparum  lastorum  seu  shirarum  in  aliquibus  execuc'onibus  pcr 
predicta  Consorte  nostra  per  brevia  seu  mandata  nostra  et  heredum 
nostrorum  seu  aliquo  alio  modo  faciend11  negligentes  fuorint  vel 
remissi  per  quod  contigerit  ipsos  amerciari  aut  fines  facere  in 
Sc^c^'io  n°stro  et  heredum  nostrorum  vel  in  aliis  Cur"s  nostris  et 
heredum  nostrorum  am"ciamenta  ilia  sint  prefatae  Consortis 


1  Beans. 

2  Peas. 

3  Hawks  (?) 
*  Rabbits. 

&  Hay. 
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nostrae  et  quod  ad  opus  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  per  ballivos  et 
Ministros  suos  predlctos  durante  vita  sua  predicta  recipiantur  et 
leventur.  Et  eciam  concessimus  eidem  Consorti  nostrae  qnod 
habeat  ad  totam  vitam  suam  returna  omniuni  brevium  nostrorum 
et  heredum  n°5trorum  necnon  summonicionum  extractarum  et 
preceptorum  de  Scaccario  nostro  et  de  Sc^c^io  heredum  nostiibrum 
ac  extractarum  et  preceptorum  Iusticlariorum  nostrorum  et  heredum 
nostrorum  itineranciuw  tarn  ad  placita  forestae  quam  ad  comn'""ia 
placita  ac  aliorum  Iusticiarioruln  quorumcumque,  necnon  attachia- 
mentorum  tarn  de  placitis  Coronae  quam  billarum  et  preceptorum 
Senescalli  et  Marescall1  Hospicii  nostri  et  heredum  nostrorum  in 
omnibus  Castris,  doininiis  Maneriis  Villis  terris  tenementis  Prioratibus 
possessionibus  et  aliis  locis  pvedictis  ac  eorum  feodis.  Et  qnod 
eadem  Consors  nostra  per  ballivos  et  Ministros  suos  habeat  ad 
totam  vitam  suam  in  eisdem  Castris  dominiis  Maneribus  Villis 
terris  tenementls  Prioratibus  possessionibus  et  locis  ac  eorum  feodis 
execucionem  eorundem  brevium  summonicionum  extractarum 
attachiamentorurn  preceptorum  et  billarum.  Ita  quod  nullus 
Vicecomes  ballivus  seu  alius  Minister  noster  vel  heredum  nostrorum 
vel  alicuius  alterius  predicta  Castra  dominia  Maneria  Villas  terras 
tenementa  Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  vel  eorum  feoda  ingred- 
iat"r  pro  aliquo  officio  vel  aliqua  re  officium  suum  tangente 
facienda  nee  attachiet  seu  capiat  aliquem  homiunm  tenencium 
seu  residencium  de  et  in  Castris  dominiis  Maneriis  Villis  terris 
tenementls  Prioratibus  possessionibus  et  locis  predlctis  ac  eorum 
feodis  seu  alium  residentem  quemcumque  infra  eadem  Castra 
dominia  Maneria  Villas  terras  teneraenta  Prioratus  possessiones  et 
loca  et  eorum  feoda  per  breve  preceptum  seu  aliud  Warantum 
vel  causam  quamcumque  infra  Comitatnm  ubi  sunt  residentes 
dummodo  exegencia  huiusmodi  brevium  preceptorum  aut  aliorum 
Warantorum  quorumcumque  infra  Castra  dominia  Maneria  Villas 
tcrras  teneraenta  Prioratus  possessiones  et  loca  predicta  ac  eorum 
feoda  per  Ministros  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  debito  modo  fieri 
possit  sive  fiat,  licet  aliqui  Vicecomites  ballivi  seu  alii  Ministri 
nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  inveniant  aliquos  tales 
homines  tenences  residentes  vel  alios  residentes  predictos  extra 
Castra  domlnia  Maneria  Villas  tcrras  tenementa  Prioratus  possess- 


6  Straw. 

7  Marshlands. 

8  Brushwood. 

»  Charcoal-pits. 
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iones  et  loca  predlcta  ac  eorum  feoda  infra  dictos  Comltatns  facta 
de  tempore  in  tempus  quociens  opus  fuerit  mandetis  ballivis  et 
Ministris  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  ad  debitam  execucjonem  inde 
faciendam  si  non  fuerit  in  defectu  eiusdem  Consortis  nostrae  balliv- 
orum  seu  Ministrorum  suorum.  Et  quod  eadem  Consors  nostra 
h!lbeat  ad  totam  vitam  suam  omnimodas  cartas  et  lltteras  patentes 
ac  brevia  sua  quaecumque  in  Cancellaria  nostra  et  in  omnibus  aliis 
Curlls  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  de  quocumque  feodo  sigilli 
nostri  et  heredum  nostrorum  tarn  magno  qnam  parvo  aceciam  de 
quibuscumque  finibus  no'Ve  et  ad  opus  suum  dumtaxat  in  locis 
predictis  faciena  quieta  absque  aliquo  ad  opus  nostrum  et  heredum 
nostrorum  inde  capiend11"1.  Et  insuper  concessimns  pro  nobis  et 
heredibus  et  successoribus  nostris  Regibus  Angliae  quantum  in 
nobis  est  q"°d  prefata  Consors  nostra  habeat  et  teneat  ad  totam 
vitam  suam  tarn  omnes  et  singulas  libertates  franchesias  et 
quietancias  predlctas  quam  omnia  alia  et  singula  promissa  sibi  ut 
promittit"r  assignata  et  assignand8  co'"missa  et  committenda  data 
et  concedend"  et  -  -  gaudeat  eisdem  modo  et  forma  et  adeo 
plene  et  integre  p'°ut  superius  in  specali  recitantnr  et  conceduntur 
sicut  nos  vel  heredes  seu  successores  nostri  Reges  AngPae  ea 
haberemus  sive  haberent  seu  de  iure  aut  consuetudine  sive  ratione 
prorogativae  nostrae  habere  deberemus  seu  deberent  si  ea  prefatae 
Consorti  nostrae  non  concessissemus  Promissa  supra  -  -  presens 
concessio  nostra  libertatum  franchesiarum  privilegiorum  quiet- 
anciarum  predlctorum  seu  aliquorum  eorundem  eidem  Consorti 
nostrae  ut  pr"mittit"r  concessorum  in  lesionem  derogac1ouem 
admillac1ouem  detiorac'ouem  dampnum  seu  preiudicium  nostris 
seu  libertatis  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  tam  in  ducatu  nostro 
Lancastro  qnam  in  omnibus  et  singulis  aliis  Comitatibus  honoribus 
Castris  Maneriis  feodis  adnocacVibus  possessionibus  annuitat- 
ibus  et  duminiis  quibuscumque  nobls  ante  adepc1ouem  dignitatis 
nostrue  regiae  qualitercumque  et  ubicumque  iure  hereditario  in 
d°Dlinico  vel  reversione  seu  alias  qualitercumque  descensis  nobis  et 
heredibus  nostris  in  cartis  n°8tris  anno  regni  nostri  prime  speci- 
ficatis  ex  certa  scientia  nostra  de  assensu  parliamenti  nostri  anno 
primo  tenti  consernatio  continuatio  non  cedat  quovis  modo, 
set  qnod  libertates  franchesiae  quittanciae  et  consuetudines  progen- 
itoribus  aut  antecessoribus  nostris  nob'9  sive  heredibus  nostris  in 
dtctis  cartis  dicto  anno  primo  datis  specificatis  nobis  dictisque 
heredibus  nostris  in  eisdem  cartis  specificatis  in  forma  in  eisdem 
contenta  prout  ante  prcsentem  concessionem  nostram  fieri  con- 
sueverunt  integre  inviolate  et  illese  observent"1  prcsenti 
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concessione  nostra  dlctae  Consorti  nostrae  facta  non  obstante, 
Intenc'ouis  tamen  et  voluntatis  nostrae  esistit.  Aceciam  volu- 
mus  et  concedimus  per  presentes  pro  nobis  et  heredibus 
nostris  qnod  dlcta  Censors  nostra  ad  totam  vitam  suam  omnia 
et  singula  libertates  privilegia  et  quietancias  sibi  pro  se  sive 
sibi  ac  aliis  ad  usum  ipsius  Consortis  nostrae  per  nos  prius  concessa 
sive  confirmata  habeat  et  teneat  ac  eisdem  et  eorum  quo!1bet  plene 
guadeat  et  utatnr  iuxta  formam  unum  et  effectnm  concessionu™  et 
confirmacionum  nostrarum  predlctarum  sibi  seu  sibi  ac  aliis  proprius 
factarum  una  cum  omnibus  et  singulis  aliis  libertatibus  et  liberis 
consuetudinibus  per  ipsam  vel  alios  quorum  statu™  ipsa  Censors 
nostra  habet  sive  ipsa  et  alii  quicumque  ad  usum  ipsius  Consortis 
nostrae  habent  ante  presentem  concessionem  nostram  habitis  et 
usitatis  dlcta  clausula  de  proviso  semper  ut  superius  recitat3  seu 
aliis  promissis  non  obstantibus.  In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has 
litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  West- 
monasterlnm,  quarto  die  Januarii,  anno  regni  nostri  quarto  decimo. 
[A.D.  1413.] 

Nos  autem  concessiones  voluntatem  libertates  franchesias  et 
privilegia  predicta  ac  omnia  et  singula  in  lltteris  predictis  contenta 
rata  habentes  et  grata  ea  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  quantum  in 
nobis  est  acceptamus  approbamus  et  ea  prefatae  Reginae  pro 
termino  vitae  suae  tenore  presencium  de  gracia  nostra  spec1ali  et  in 
recompensac1onem  Centum  et  quadraginta  marcarum  Maiori  et 
Burgensibus  Villlle  n^Ve  Suthampton  et  eorum  successoribus 
quolibet  anno  decem  annis  proxlme  futur13  durantibus  per  predietam 
Reginam  de  feodi  firma  ducentarum  librarum  villae  nostrae 
predlctae  prefatae  Reginae  in  dotem  suam  assignata  ad  requis- 
ic^em  nostram  de  assensu  dominarum  splrltualium  et  tempor- 
alium  ac  Commnnitatis  regni  nostri  Angllae  in  ultimo  parliamento 
nostro  existencium  in  relevacVem  succursum  et  manutenenciam 
eiusdem  Villae  nostrae  relaxandarum.  Ita  quod  iidem  Maior  et 
Burgenses  et  successores  sui  de  predlctis  Centum  et  quadraginta 
marcis  per  annum  eodem  Anno  decem  annorum  durante  erga 
eandem  Reginam  et  alios  quoscumque  quieti  sint  et  exonerati 
conceding3  et  confirmamus  prout  lltterae  predlctae  rationabiliter 
testant™"  Preterea  volentes  eciam  Reginae  gradam  facere  uberiorem 
concessimus  pro  nobis  et  heredibus  nostris  hac  carta  n°8tra  con- 
firmavimus  qnod  licet  ipsa  aliquo  vel  aliquibus  concessionum 
libertatum  franchesiarum  et  prlvilegiorum  predlctorum  aut 
aliorum  quorumcumque  in  dtctis  lltteris  contentorum  aliquo 
casu  emergente  hactenus  plene  usa  non  fuerit  eadem  tamen 
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Regina  concessionibus  libertatibus  franchesias  et  privilegiis 
predictis  ac  omnibus  aliis  in  litteris  prodictis  ut  promittitnr  contentis 
et  eorum  quolibot  decetero  durante  vita  sua  plene  gaudeat  et 
utatnr  sine  occ!is'one  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum 
Iusticianorum  Escaetorum  Vicecomitum  aut  aliorum  Ballivorum 
seu  Ministrorum  nostrorum  quorumcumque.  Hiis  testibus 
Venerabilibus  patribus  Henri(0  Archieplsoopo  Cantuariensl  tocius 
Angliae  Primate  carissimo  Avunculo  nostro  Henrico  Wynton1ensi 
Cancellar10  nostro,  Thoma  Lincolniensi  RIcharrt"  Norwicensi  EpiscopU, 
Thoma  Clarenciae,  Johaune  Bedlordiae  Humfredo  Gloucestriae 
fratribus  nostris  carissirnis,  carissimo  Consanguineo  nostro 
Edwardo  Eboracl  Ducibus  Edmundo  March iae,  Thoma  Arundell, 
Thesaurano  noStrO)  R(C™IO  \VarrBIine  consanguineis  nostris  carissirnis 
Comitibus  Henr100  Fitz  Hugh  Camerar10  nostro  Thoma  Erpingham 
Senescallo  hospicii  nostri  militibus,  Johmn'e  Wakeryns  cP'rico 
Custode  privati  sigilli  nostri  et  aliis.  Dat""1  per  manu"1  nostram 
apud  Suthampton  primo  die  Augusti  anno  regni  nostro  tercio. 
[A.D.  1415.] 

Nos  autem  tenorem  carfe  predlctqe  ad  requisic'ouem  prefatae 
Regiri'e  tenore  presencium  duximus  exemplificandnm.  In  cuius 
rei  testimonio  has  lltteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus  patentes.  Teste 
me  ipso  apud  \Vestmonastenum  decimo  nono  die  Aprilis  Anno  regni 
n°9tri  primo.  [A.D.  1422.] 
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